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PETITION FOR THE LREQTION OF A LICHT-HOUSE.
ADDRESSED TO THE ASSEMBLY JUNE 14, 1785.

That the Necesgity of a Light houge at some sultable
place near the moth of Fiscataqua harbor hag béen a long
time acknowledged and desired, x x For buklding of which
Provision was mnde by the act commionly Called The Loan Act,
above 20 yearg 8go. X x the burthens & difficultieg now
atiending Trade of which SVery one is Sensible more than -
when sd. act wag pPassed. X x  There is g Soclety of Gen-
tlemen in Fortsmouth formed under the name of Varine Society
who are more intimately acquainted with the circumstancesg &

Incidents attending Navigation of this River than otherg etaq.
X X X 72 x .

The foregoing petition was Read Recommended & ordered
to be gent down to the Hopble House June 19- 1785 -

Ordered that the Petitioners have leave by Ueggrg. Jno.
Sherburne, Jon2 farner, Danl Rindge sam Cutts, Thos. Wentwortn,
Gregzory Purcell, Titus Salter, Geo. Janvrin to toke a view of
Cdlornes Point & any other place —vhich they may think more
gultable to erect a Lizht Houge and, that they prepare a plan
of the Building - make an estimote of the cogt thereof & ye
annual Ixpense of Supporting it, concider what materials will
be most suitable for such a bullding & make report t¢ the Gen.
Aagembly as soon ag may be. - Councii Concurred.

it

———
Thursgday Apr. 4th 1771. _Journal of the %House.

The Deputy seq. Brousht Down a written Kegnage from
hig zZxcely - Relatlve to the cupport of his dajesty's Fors
fllddam & vary & relative to fixing a Lanthern at the flegp-
staff at ye Fort ag on File -

in examinins the Treasury Accts. there appears, & gum

appropriated for building a Light~house, but it is insufficient
for that purpose. iany valusble Liveg are annually lost, and
uch property destroyed for want of <uch a frendly zZdificc.

his may be in a great degree effected by making a Large and
Proper Lanthorn to be raised into the head of the magt which
BUppOrts the Flagg-staff in the Cagtle - the Coat will not
€xceed thirty Dollarg - and uay be supported, by roising on d
211 9loops & schoonerg 94 Pro-money - on all other vesgels 18
SvVery voyage -~ to be collected upon the pagpgea for ed Cagtle,
and quarterly palid into the Treasury for this purpose, free of
all deductions or expense.  There can be no officer, who would
M0t willin:ly do thig duty, free of other Tewnrd, than would
Tesult fras the nninotin Glowe of Humanity. On my part I w»ill
Order that it be properly attended by the officer at the Cagtle
Tee of Charge - “hen we reflect on the many dietregaful lLoggeg
that now £111 our Sea Coust with #Widows & Orphans, which would
Undoubtedly have baen in a great degree prevented - by nuch an
31d ag nerein carncelly requested, Their Pears, Their Pitable
EO-'ﬂmaints, irresisably enrove ane ddmaa g oot iERE
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place near the moth of Fiscataqua harbor hag bveen a long
time acknowledged and desired, x x For buklding of which
Provision wag made by the act commonly Called The Loan Act,
above 20 years ago. x x the burthens & difficulties now
atiending Trade of which every one ig Sensible more than-
when sd. act was passed. x x There is a doclety of Cen-
tlemen in Portsmouth formed under the name of Yarine Society
who are more intimately acquainted with the circumstances &
Incidents attending Navigation of thig River than othersg eto.
X X X %X

The foregolng petition was Read Recommended & ordered
to be gent down to the Hon®l® pouge June 19- 1785 -

Ordered_that the Petitioners have leave by Messrs. Jno.
sherburne, Jon® #arner, Dasnl Rindge Sam Cuttg, Thos. Wentworth,
Gregory Purcell, Tifus Salter, Geo. Janvrin to take a view of
Odlornes Point & any other place which they may think more
suitable to erect a Iizht House and, that they prepare a plan
of the Bullding -~ make an estimnte of the cost thereof & ye
nnnual Expense of Supporting it, concider whot materisls will
be most sultable for such a bullding & make report t6 the Gen.
Aasembly as soon as may be., - Jouncii Soncurred,

a———

Thursday Apr. 4%% 1771. Journal of the House.

The Deputy 8Sec. Brou:zht Down a written Yegoage from
hils ZxcelY -~ Relative to the Support of his lajesty's Fort
9ildlam & Mary & reluotive %o fixing a Lanthern at the flagg-
staff at ye Fort nas on Tile -

in examining the Treagury Accts. there appears, a sum
appropriated for buildin; a Lisht~house, but it is insufficient
for that purpose. Hany valusble Lives are sunually logt, and
much property destroyed for want of Such a frendly =zdifice.
This may be in a great deyree effected by making a Larze and
proper Lanthorn to be ralsed into the head of the magt which
supports the Flagg-otaff in the Cagtle - the Jost will not
exceed thirty Dollars - and uay be supported, by raising on 4
all 8loops & schooners 94 pro-money - on all othsr vesgels 18
tvery voyage - to be collected upon the pagsses for ed Cogtle,
and quarterly paid into the Treasury for this purpose, free of
all deductions or expensge. There can be no officer, who would
not willin:ly do this duty, frce of other reword, than would
Tesult from the anincting Glows of Humonity. On my part I will
oTder that it be properly atiended by the officer at the Cogtle
free or Charge - vthen we reflect on the many diectressful lLosseg
that now £ill our cea Couat with #ldows & Orphons, which would
undoubtedly have been in a great degree prevented - by puch an
3id ag horein earncetly resuested, Their Pears, Their Pitable
Coumplaintg, irresisably engupge our Minds in so Salutary purpoge,
SVery future expiring Recusant, that denys and in ecffect wastes
“hat Life, to save a paliry unblessed shillins - I trust the
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and that we shall participate with every contributator in the
Blessings of our fellow Creatures rhose Lives may thug be reg-

cued from Death.

J. fentworth

Council Chamber - Apr. 4th 1771

CHAP. 18, Laws 1771

All ACT TO ZSTABLISH a light to be Xept at Fort wm & HARY for
the Benefilt of Vessels arriving or belng upon this Coust in the
nicht time :

“hereas losses frequenily happen of the liveg and property of
Fergons arriving and upon the Sea Joazst of thig provinee in the
night time for want of a proper Lisht for their direction, and
1% is thought that a large and suitadle Lanthorn to be lizhted

& Xept upon the top of the mast might be the meann of Pregerving
the livesz and Property of Many persong

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor Council & Asgembly
that there shall be proourred & Kept at hig Hajegty'es Fort A2 &
tary under the directlon of the Commander of gaid Fort a Large
Suitable Lanthorn to be li:hted and raised each nizht unto the
top of thr Mast that scupports the Flag 3taff for the benefit of
Marinerg being on the Coast in the nilght time - and that the
expenge of Procuring & moiniaindny; the same be once a year or
oftener setilod by the Gov. Council & Assembly - and pald out of
the Treagury of this Frovinee, and that a duty of nine pence on
all sloops ~ and schooners of more than 30 tong, and one shil &
€ pence on other Vegsells be laid levied & Collected by the
Commander of #d Fort - cvery voyage they make, free of charge,
%0 be poid on peesing out by the Fort, and the pame be paid by
him to the Trensurer of this Province once a year or oftener if
Tequired to be laid out For the rurpose afgd. as the Governor,
Council & Asgembly shall order. Thiw zot to continue & be in
force 3 yearg & no longer.

CHAPTLR 7, PASSED JAN. 11 - 1772,

WHLREAS the method prescribed in the before mentioned Act
of 2 suitable Lanthorn being lizhted and raised each nizht into
the top of the mast that supports the Flag staff hag been found
impracticable snd a Litht House hath been lately erected for that
DUrpoee, and also the duty therein ordered to be paid by Vessells
On their passaze out by the Fort iz found ingufficient for the
SUpporting the 1iht in Sd. Li:ht-House -

For remedy "hereof be it enacted by the Cov. Council &
Assembly | Tunt n uitable 1i:hit e Kept each night in the Lanthorn
B top of the Licht house lately erected at the afsd. Fort m &

Iary inrtead of the Top of the Flog staff, etec. Thie act to be
bngorco until the 12th of April which will be 1774 - and no longer —
N5 the time when afsd. Act referrod to »ill expire.



Ralsinyg the duty %0 Pe paid by Vesgels to be paid for every
Voyage.

This Act to be in force until the 12%h of Aprdl 1774 ~ and
no longer -

CHAP -~ 3 MAY 27 - 1774.

Raising price per ton - Time of Lighting etec. This Act
to Cintinue & be in force until the firsgt day of June 1775 and
no longer -

JAN. 16~ 1772 HIS EXCELL. the GOVERNOR wag pleaged

thig day to give his consent to 2ll such Acts & allowances ag had
passed this Segsion

5th. AN ACT in Addition to an act Intitled An Act for establish-
ing a Light to be Kept at Fort W¥ & Mary for the benefit of
Vegsels Arriving or being upon this Coast in the night time.

JAN, 9th 1772 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

The Committee appointed to examine the Accounts

PROV. of the Charge of Building the Light House having con-
PAPERE sidered the Same & made such deductions as they tho't
VoL.7 Reasonable have reported that fthere is due to Dan'l

Brewster the sumdof three hundred & seventy two pounds,
Tleven Shil. & 1 togather with the other workmen
employed in Sd. work to whom he is answerable

VOTED that there be paid Daniel Brewster the above

sum from amount appropriated for the Bullding of a
Lizht Housge.-

Jan. 16th 1772  Noah Parkers acct. for suppliss
for the Light House allowed b
6-15-S

AT A COUNCIL HOLDEg AT POATSMOUTH BY HIg EXCELLS -~ SUMMONDS
on tues 23 - Dec. 1772 - Pregent -
Hig Ex John Wentworth Esq. Gov etc.
And lMemberg of the Council.

Hig Excel informed the Board that John Cochran Egq. Com* of

the Fort had exhibited his acct. of the amt. of Light loney
recd. & of Expense incurred by the Light House, whereby it
appearg - that the Collection of Light Money by the present

Act. ig ingufficient to support the Light, and that the same -~
is now considerably in arrears to Cap. Cochran & asked whether
that the Council would-advise to draw a warrant on the Treagurer
for twenty pounds, Light Honey, that the light might not fall,
tefore the meeting of the Gen: Assembly, which would settle the
8d account and Pass such further order respecting the Said light
ag may be gufficient to support the same.

“Adviged to -




