






SLM107 
Letter from Stephen Pleasanton to Alexander Parris 
 
 
       Treasury Department 
       5th Auditor’s Office 
       June 12th  1845 
 
Sir: 
 I received this morning your letter of the 9th inst[ant] relative to an examination of 
Minots Ledge, with the view to erect a Lighthouse on it, and to a report and estimate of 
the cost of such a building. 
 
 When I spoke to you upon this subject, I supposed you would have in the course 
of the summer, leisure to examine these rocks, and to give me a drawing of them with the 
best site for the Lighthouse marked on them, at a very moderate charge.  It would be 
sufficient for my present purpose to possess a drawing of the rocks, with the one noted 
which would best suit for the building, and this, I was under an impression, by going in 
the Cutter, you could furnish me with in a few days, at a cost of not exceeding 40 or 50 
dollars.  The plan of that for the Whales Back with some variation, which could be 
determined on hereafter, I have no doubt would answer perfectly well for Minots Rocks.  
My funds, if I were so 
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disposed, would not allow me to pay as high as you demand for this service. 
 
 If you could run out in the Cutter, and furnish me with a rough drawing of those 
Rocks with the most eligible site for the building marked on it, which I think would not 
occupy you more than four or five days, I should be glad you would do so. 
 
 As to an examination of the Londoner, I must postpone it.  
 
 
       I have the honor to be, 
        Respectfully Sir 
        Your obed[ien]t serv[an]t 
 
        S. Pleasanton 
 
 
Alexander Parris Esq. 
Boston  Mass[achuse]tts 
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[written in Parris’s hand] 
5th Auditor’s Letter 

June 12th  1845 


