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e DEPARTMENT OF COMMERGE AND L ABOR

LIGHT-HOUSE ESTABLISHMENT,

<
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BurFaLo, N, Y.,  September 5, 1988,

- South Buffalo,N,Y. .

Status of contract.
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Washington, D.C,
Gentlemen:
Replying to letter of the Board File No.58, dated
5 August, 1903, I have the honor te¢ report as follows:
There is hereto appended a statement in detail of

~ the condition of the contract with the Buffalo

:t to gutm mmt%,“mmem

ber which they purchased for thies purpose.

}tiﬁbtr innynetnr iwull paul only & small p:-' of the tim-

Afte. o2l
of time lost in this manner, the Buffalo Dredgt?t %

to me for permission to substitute yellow pine

timbers. They submitted a detailed list of the
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quired, and after careful consideration and inqguiry in the

white pine. The Buffalo Dredging Co. assured me that by this
change they would be able to get the lumber promptly and begin
the work at once.

All this occurred two months ago. I have since seen

a member of the firm twice, and he claims that they have done

matter, they were authorized to use yellow pine instead of !
:
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I am inclined to think
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that this is true; at the same time, the entire season has
rassed during which the house should have been completely erect-
ed, and it is difficult to say to the Board what is to the best
interests of the United States in this case. Even if the con-

tract were now annulled, it would be impossible for the United

States probably to get even yellow pine lumber from thb'sﬁgﬁh'-'
in time to finish the fog-signal this sea

e

cessary lumber and the house can be begun promptly in the nsxiﬂx}fﬂ
to accomplish which will be the endeavor of this office during

the season of closed navigation.

Had this contract been annulled at the time of expir-
ation by its own terms, I believe that this office could have
had the fog-signal house erected this season, and I respectfully

represent to the Board the advieability of permitting this office



this district an idea that Government contracts are not partic-

ularly binding in character and the the time limit mentioned in

the contract is of no special importance. This laxity produces

its effect in the character of the work furnished and in stren-

uous endeavors by means of protests, delay , and




