o

L]

ae - 7863 | ‘%fg

File No. &86.
422 March, '04. ﬁ“ti

The Chairman of
The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce,

House of Representatives,

: This Department has the honor to acknowledge tle reeeipt of
& letter from your Committee, dated 17 lMareh, '04, Inclosing a cop=
y of E. #. BIll Ne., 14041, "To authorize the construction of light-
house keepers' dwellings at Buffalo Harbor, New York", on which sug=-
gestions are asked touching the merits of the bill and the propriety
of its passage. In reply,thisz Department begs leave toc state that
the Light-House Board, to whom the matter was referred, states that
in Its Annual Report for 1903, it recommended, on pages 65 and €86,
that an appropriation of £6,200 be made for this purpose, and that 1t
is st11l of the opinien that this appropriation should be made.

The following ia an extract from pages 65 %pd 66 of the Lighte
House Board's Annual Report for 1905, in which tie above named recom-

mendation is made: ==
"79. Buffalo Breakwater, north am&; southerly side of the
main entrance to Buffalo Harbor, New Yorke.

This station is sfituated at the north end of the old
breakwater at Buffalo, N. Y., and is the fixed outpost for
the main entrance to Buffalo Harbor, The structure is lo-
cated on a erib, which is within the breakwater, and room
allotted to it is very limited., The two light-keepers sta-
tioned here take care of the 4th-order light and operate the
steam fog-signal and a fog bell, and all this requires me-
chanical abflity and experience of a high order. The year-
1y salary of the keeper is 060 and that of the assistant
keeper 5450, and no dwelling is provided for them., This
is an important station, and should command the services
of first-class men for keepers. But the sddaries paid are
inadequate, although they would be sufficient if a proper
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avelling was furnished them and tha Xeepers did no: have
te hire gquartera for their families, and pay rent for them
gut of their ueager compensation, X dounle dwelling cen
be tuilt on the shore, on Government land, near the south
pier. This site would be convenlent for %hese kecpers, as
ey must row to and from the lightestation in a small

ats Tt Is estimated that a sultable keepers' dwelling
in be erected here for 55,500,

. Owing to the increases in the prices of waterials and
labor, it o now extimated that the Bullding will coot
$6,200, and the Board recommends that an appropriation

of that agount be made therefor."

This Departuent coneurs In the recommendation of the Lights

JHouse Poard, and recomuends the pussage of the ¥ill In quesifom.
¥ i 1\‘,_'

Respectiully,

Secretary.




