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The buildings at Portland'Head”Light‘Staiion,‘Me., are directly &§§§'

Commissioner of Lighthouses, Washington, D. G

. In reply to the Bureau's letter of the lﬁ&h znat.

in renge of some of the guns in thé-batteriaa.»avfew yards in the Chlqb\
fear at Fort Williems,

The structures el the station have sustained comsiderable damage
in the past from practice with the big guns -vwindows forced out -
finish ripped off = roof tornm open;;étc,' But the most serious troupme
usually came from injury to the thfaejcﬁimneys_of the double dwelling |
where the brick work was exposed in the attic.

The bricks were broken up = aéme being foreéd out cleen from the
mortar and on one occasion two.of the:chimneys were broken off at the
bottom snd forced several inches ou£ of place.

After each gun practice it was neceasary to meke an examlnatlon cf
tha entire chimneys from cellar to voof before allowing fires to be made :
in the dwelling stoves and of course meke repairs.

The trouble was wholly preventedfai the 1gst'gun practice by pré?
viously making several large scuttle ppeningdﬁihﬁﬁhe roof and portahi@
casings of wood around the chimneys. 'The éasings providedvfor an aiﬁ
space of about five inches around‘the briok wonk ‘and wh;le not air bﬁth

they appeared to prevent a too rapid exnanaion of air and the large
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serioua damage is anticipated.

The expense of the experiment cost considersbly less than it did

to make repairs after the last previoﬁs gun practice.
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