F0G SWALLOWS UP U-BOATS

No Confirmation of Report of Two Craft
Sighted Off Northern Maine Coast
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PORTLAND, Me, Aug 7T—At every
point along the Maine coast watchers
sharply scanned the waters today
and tonight for two submarines, be-
lieved to be foreign vessels and pos-
sibly the long-expected German mer-
chantman Bremen with a consort.

Two strange vessels were repprted
five miles off Cross Island, near Ma-
chias, today by a coast guard look-
out, but no word had reached here
tonight to bear out the emphatic
declaration from that station that
they were undersea craft and were
proceeding at top speed toward the
west. The vigil along the coast ex-
tended as far east as Halifax, N 8§,
and St John, N B, both of which
ports reported that DBritish Naval
authorities had no information re-
garding the presence of submarines
in these waters.

During the afternoon, when the
watchers were most alert, a thick
fog moved in from sea and made ex-
tended c¢bservation impossible, In-
gquiries of masters of incoming ships
failed to show that a submarinz had
heen sighted by any of them near
the lanes that would be followed if
reiuge in an American port ‘were
sought.

Some Experts Doubtful

The lIcokout at Cross Island, Lowell W,
Dunn, was unable to distinguish the na-
tionality of the strange craft which he
saw, but he was still insistent tonight
that their could be no mistake in his
identification of the vessels as subma-
rimes Capt Fred E Small, in command
of the station at Cross Island, was
equally certain that Dunn's statement
was corsect. He said that at the time
the supposed submersibles were sighted
there was no fog and that both craft
sgubmerged about 15 minutes after the
t.rst appeared.

The schooners Sarah L. Davis and
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C. B. blark, which arrived at Machias-
port late today fram New York, re-
ported they had not seen a submarine
nor even a whaleback vessel, which
iome arine experts suggested might
have héen the craft sighted by Dunn.
[t was also suggzested that a tug towing
1 whaleback might have accounted for
the statement of Dunn that he distinct-
ly saw one large submarine, convoved

.

by a smaller one, both of wkich, they
argued, were lost to view because fog,
rolled in—not because they had sub-;
merged. '

Natural Course for Boston

The keeper of the lighthouse at Petit .
Manan on coming zshore today, said |
that while he aad failed to zet 2 zlimpse .
of a submarine, he had been instructed
tc watch for one. He refiused, however,
to state from whom his iasiructions
were received.

The Navy Departmont anrouncement .
that no American submercibies were off
the Maine coast, and infermation from
reliable sources- thar no British sub-
marines were cruising in these waters,
seemed to craate the Impression in the
minds of many marine observersthat the
FPremen was dixdging abourt close to the
three-mile limit prepzring to slip into
Boston or Portland.

It was pointed out here tonizht thot
the position of the vessel, ag given by
the Cress Island Station, indicated that
her natural course was toward Boston,
as she was clearly out of her way if
she intended to make this port.

The anxiety of the watchers became
more intense as the possibility loomed
up that the coast guardsman might
have seen the Deutschland, driven out
of her course, perhaps, or else sticking
close to shore for reasons best known
to her skipper.

NOT A BRITISH SUBMARINE

Halifax Gets Authoritative Statement
That None Have Been Recently in

MNorthern Waters

HALIFAX, N S, Aug 7—The Naval
anthorities at this port, who are in
totich with the operations of all British
vessels on this side of the ‘Atlantic,
wére- ‘without” information tonight of

' submarine to
- smaller vessel an armed U-boat, which
' is acting as escort.

- Eastern Forwanling Company

the submarines reported as having been
sighted off Machias, Me, today

It was stated authoritatively that
there have been no British submarines
in these waters recentls., Admiralty
representatives listened with Interest to
the report of the submarines’ presence,

with 1ts suggestion of CGerman daring
in approaching so closely an enemy
roast.

TIMMINS SEEKING A .“TOW”
o

Tug Which Took OQut Deutschiand
Leavies Her Moorings at Baitimore
Pier
DALTIMORIE, Md, Auz T—Henry G.

Hilken, of A, Schumacher & Co

and the Eastern Forwarding Company,

to whom the submarine Deutachland
was consigned, was much interested in
the dispatch that two submarines had
been sighted off the coast of Maine, but
refused to make any comment.

Many Baltimoreans betieve the big
be tize Bremen and the

VWhile it has been denied that the
Bremen would dock at Boston, it. is
admitted that the submarine comman-

'der would make that port if he con-

sidered {t inexpedient tn try to run
the gauntlet of enemy warships off the
Chesapeake Capes. '

The tux Thomas F. Timmins left her
moorinzs at the Andre-st pler of tfiga

s
morning and inquiries at the pier and
Hansa Haus failed to elicit information
of the hoat's whereabouty. Questioned as
to what had become of: the tug, ofilcers
of the concern said the boatr was “‘prob-
ably seeking a tow.”
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