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OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT, 10TH DISTRICT
ROOM 302, FEDERAL BUILDING

?‘ Parsonnel. BUFFALO, N.Y.

e © aay 20, 1923

SUBJBOT : Manhattan Range Light Station, 0. - Eleotric Fixtures.

Commissioner of Lighthouses:

There are snclosed herewiih twe bills showing the aggregate
cost of §120 for installing electric wiring and fixtures in the Kesper's
dwelling at Manhattan Range Light Station, Ohio. These bdills were paid
personally by the Kesper as shown by the receipt thereon.

Mr. Bdward Ahart, the Keeper, died on June 2lst, and it is

expected that his family will soon vacate the property. Installation

of slsctricity in this dwelling affected a permenent and desirable im=-
provement which would probably have been made in a short time by the.
‘Lighthouse Servige, and in view of the circumetances it is considered
that it would be an act of justice, if Nra. Ahart, the widow, could be
reimbursed for this expense. It is pecommended that such reimbursement
be authorized, if practicable. The return of both invoices is requested.
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Upon the facts here presented it does not appe.r that there was any

agreement in advance for removal of these fixtures and in any event

such removal would evidently injure the dwellings. In such circumstances

the law is th.t fixtures attached by a user of the property become the

proper‘;ror the owner of the re:lty. For the Government to meimburse the

keeper’s estate would be in the nsture of a gratuity andd unauthorized.

1t 1s requested that further informtion be furnished the Bureau whether

there Wwas any agreement in advance for the remov:.l of these fixtures, ete., mhﬂ,)
and upﬂn receipt of the report consideration will be given to submitting this

matter to the Department for an opinion.

Commi ssioner of Lighthouges.
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