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Manhattan Range LeSe,0e August 30, 12 3.
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fg?mg; 101:!1 Supt's.let '?ézg{g?,re reimbursing keeper's estate,elec.fixtures,

Submitted to the Secretary of Commerce with recommendation that the Light~

house Service be amthorized to reimburse the keeper's estate at the
present appraised velue of the fixtures in question, if legal to do s0O.
The return of the inclosed papers is requested.

G. R. PUTNAM

Comnissioner of Lighthouses.

o

R ——

R ey



‘ %/95 (At € LF R et 1

S
The Jomptroller Genersl w W
of the United States, ot 1 ey
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Desr ¥r. Comptroller Gemersl: .~

uhile keaper 0f the Meshattws Hange Light Station, oledo, ohis,
¥r. Rdward sibart, at his own personal expense, had slectric wiring amd
fixtures installed in the Eeeper's dwelling, at an aggregate cost of
$120.00.

On Jume Zlet, last, ir. ihart died, and it is expected that his
family will soon vacate the property. The Buresm of Lighthousas
recosmenis t0 the Departmesnt thet the keeper's estate bde reinmbursed
&t the present appralsed value of the fixtures.

Before making any reimbursement or attempting say settlement in
this case, howover, the lepartmeut would appreciate your decision as
to the logallty and wmathod of reisbursing the keeper's estate for the
improvements referred to. ’ ,

thile the improvements were made without any contract or agree-
ment with the Department, the Superiuntenient of that station, in a
Tegoamaniation to the Departwent, states that, “Inetallation of elec-
tricity in this dwelling affected a permanent anl desiradle improve-
ment which would probably huve beem made in & short time by the Light-
Servics, sad in view of tho eircunstances it is considered that
it would be sn aot of Justice, 1f Mre. Ahart, the widow, could de re-
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isbursed for this axpeuse.”

It seass to be well estadllished by mumerous suthorities that
electric fixtures, such as chamlellers and other appurtenances. are
mmummq.-nmncmumumt—u
mmmmlinhwu!m.ummm”
1060, note 21 New York Life Imsuramse 0u. vs. Allison, 107 Fed. 179,
185; Zwell on Pixtures. page &9).

1f ¥ra. Ahart gmereised her legal rights and removed the fixtumes
from the lighthouse dwellimg, 1t would necessltate the purchase of other
fixtures to replace the omes removed, and the Department belleves that
1t would be much more sxpensive $o rsplace the fixtures than to settle
with the widow at thelr pressat appralsed value.

The Department has in mind seetion 3709 of the levised Statutes,
but it does not comsider that this statute would be vioclated by & re-
izbursement in this eass. n-pmnotthuznmbm_h
the Govermmest the sdventage of competition. mut as wes said by the
ittomey General, "it contemplates only those purchases aml contracts
mmlm-.ummuhu.mt-”ﬂ:w("a-n-
gen. 87.) In this partioulsr lnstance thers is, of course, no possi-
mnwormmnuhwuummam
fiztures installed by the isceassd lweper in the lighthouse dwelling,
for they could only be purchased from the widow axd no ome else. The
Department could, of course, pemit the widow to remove the fixtures




:mmwww and purchase other fixtures after alvertising
mnm'mupmmmm-m

be much more expensive to the Jovermment. e -
— Tery truly yours,

5. B, DAVIS

,‘E:F:,.c 7
Acting Secretary of Cormeree.
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