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The Honorable
The seretary of Comneree.
e

Thore nas been recelved your lLebter of Jepigaber 8,
13238, requesting %o be advised vhether the cost of electrie
wiring and fistures installed in the keeper's dwelling, lane
nattan Hange iight Station, Toleds, Uhio, by She keeper
thereof prior to his death on June 21, 1923, amd st his own
expense, ¢an be reisbursed Lhe keever's estate at the pres-
ent approised value of the fixtures, and also, She method
of reimbursing the koeper's estate for the lmprovesents re-
farred to, A3

It 18 explained tist while the iwrovemeuts were sode . .
without suy contrmet or sgresment with the Jepartment, the
swerintondent of that station in o recommendstion to the /t’f‘d‘

Department stated that installation of electricity in the CZ;‘;“””
mmamdmwmb/;ﬁ S
would probebly have been made in a short time by the light- 77
' house Uerviee, e
\ testion 5709 of the Revised Statutos provides as follows:




"All purchases snd gontragts for sapplies or service,
in any of the Departments of the Covemment, exgept for per-
sonsl serviees, shall be mede by sdvertising a sufficient time
previcusly for proposals respecting the ssme, vhen the puliie
exigencies do mot require the immediate delivery of the arti-
cles, or perfommnee of the servisce., ‘hen lmmediate delivexy
or performance is required by the public exigeney, the arti-
eles or service required may be procured by open purchase or
contragt at the plaoce and in the mammer in which articles are

usually wught am seld, or such service engaged between in-
dividuals," , '

The purpose of this law was to insure the Covernment the
advantage of competition, bBut as sald hy the Lttomey Gemeral,
"1t contenplates only those purchases anl conlrects where com-
petition as to the article needed is possidble.” See 17 Op.
Ak, Gen., 87,

in this partioular lnstence there is of cowrse mo possi-
bility of cumpetition if the Department is to purchase the
electric fixtuwres installed by the decoased keeper in the
lighthouse awelling for they could only be purchzsed from the
widow and no ome else.

%o doubt had the keeper lived ami continued in posses~
sion of the Wuilding wo charge sgalast the Covernmenut would
ever rave been made; the installation being for the benefit
and enjoyment of the keeper amd Ms family w.ihout sny thought
of reimbursement. USinge by the desth of the kesper the dura-
tion of possession and emjoymwent of the premises has been cut
short, the widow having to relinguish possession of the build-

ing, may remove the fixtures, if the removel ean do accomplished




s

without damege to the bmilding, If it 1s con temp
ARG Barsioe to purchese snd insall other eleetyic fix-
tures in the event the presemt fixtures are removed from the

dwelling there appears to be nmo legsl objection to purchasing

the fixtures from widow of degeased st their present appralsed

* value, the eost of same apperently being less expensive to the

Govermment than by the ususl method of advertising for bids,
it is not sc much a reimbursement of the cost of wiring and
fixtures paid by the keeper as & purchase of the fiztures,
and such yurchase is authoriged,

Payment nay be made to imaudluipor's widow from the
appropriation "Gemeral Expenses, Lighthouse Servige,” upon a
proper showing that ownership of the fixtures devolved upon
the widow by the death of the keeper.

- Asspeetfully,
¥ (SIGUED) J. R, keCARL,
Comptroller General.
Assistant Secretary

Chief Clerk (2)
Dishursing

Appointment s CJI-R Bureau of Lighthouses, Washingtom

Publications October 4, 1923.

Sugplies COPY to Superintendent of Lighthouses,
Census

Buffalo, N.Y. Be guided accordinglye

A copy

Foreign and Uomestie of mism should be attached to the

Stendards vouchers

survey o (2) Acting Commissioner
Havigation

teamboats

Jolieltor (2)
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2 inclos. f

Electrie
fixtures.
?1{
Supsrintendent of Lighthouses, Buffalo, W. Y.
l. Referring to your indorsement of August 27, 1923, and %o

copy of Comptroller's decision sent you on gotober 4, 1523, relative
to purchase of electric fixtures Manhsttan Range Light Statiom:

2. There are returned herewith the bills for electric fixtures
and for wiring the hﬂllﬂ/‘ﬁ accompanied your previous correspondence.

X
A AT
. C:J. TR By s
hotine Comissioner of Li




