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“Two Lights” Become One
Summer visitors to the Port.land!
| wegion will miss one old friend this
| summer. The westerly light in the
:twin lighthouses on Cape Elizabeth
has been discontinued. Visitors will }
, find another old friend transformed
out of all recognition. This is the
I old light's easterly companion. which
'low flashes six times every 30 sec-
| onds with a candlepower that makes
.!t visible 35 miles out at sea. Port-
| land’s “Two Lights,” as the people
, call them, have thus gone the way of
most of the twin lights on our
| coasts. They have been replaced
with a single light of greater
“brilliance. Last August Matinicus
Rock light in the wild and beautiful
Penobscot bay region was changed
from a double light to a single more
powerful flash. Thatchers island off
_ Cape Ann still retains its two sur-
passingly brilliant beacons, but the
government has designs on this sur-
! wiving duality. The lights there will
! be replaced with a single light when
" and if mariners, and particularly
fishermen, can reconcile themselves
.80 the change. Throughout the
world, lighthouse authorities have
abandoned twin lights in the belief
that a single more powerful light is
equally or more efficient, as well as
Jess expensive. With the exception
of one or two points in Europe, the
New England coast is the only part
" of the world where double lights still
' survive.
The building and keeping of light-
lhom have not lost their ancient
fascination for imaginative persons
! and lovers of the sea. The scientific
! gnterest they afford in their illum-
§nating and reflecting requirements
and the mechanical devices that con-
trol the flashes is scarcely less. Yet
some elementary facts are olten iz-i
nored. A light must not only be
wisible, but it must earry its own :
§dentification, so that the mariner |
who sees it from a distance will not |
mistake it for any other light, Fixedi
white lights eannot safely be placed
near each other if they are intended l
to aid coastwise navigation, and Lhe!
necessary indication is usually af-|
" forded by means of a particular
combination of flashes. i

The landsman often forgets that
Hghthouses are also of use in the
daytime as landmarks. Thus, at!

| Portland, although the light in onei

| tower is discontinued, the tower

| ftself will remain standing to serve
with the other as a means of desig- |
nating Cape Elizabeth for the mar-
fner off the coast. One of the most |
important duties of lighthouse men |
is the operation of the fog signal,’
which gives an indispensable warn-
ing when the peril is greatest, Sup-
plementary to the lighthouses, and
quite as essential to navigation, are
the buoys, whether lighted or un-
lighted, that mark the shoals and
ledges off the coast or indicate
the turning points in the course of
vessels passing along the coast or
through bays. rivers and harbors. A
lighted buoy is, in reality, an auto-
matically operated light station that
may be set right on the path of
vessels.

The lighthonse service is a branch
of the government which deserves|®
the warmest respect of all the peo-| 4
ple. Because of insufficient funds it ¢
is not able to perform all the serv-|
fces required of it, but in its organ- !
{zation and management it is highly
efficient. In the spirited book which
William C. Redfield has written
about his experiences as secretary of
eommerce the lighthouse service is ]
mentioned as a government bureau
which in the prudence and efficiency
of its management compares fa-
wvorably with the best privately con-
ducted business. The loss of “Two
‘Lights” at Cape Elizabeth is an ex-
ample of the inevitable march of ef-
ficiency—here, as often elsewhere,
accompanied by some loss of beauty
and disturbance of sentiment.




