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T H E C O M M O N W E A LT H O F M A S S A C H U S E T T S
E X E C U T I V E D E P A R T M E N T

S T A T E H O U S E , B O S T O N
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J A M E S M . C U R L E Y
G O V E R N O R

November 14, 1935

M r . P e r S . T o m b e r g
K e e p e r , M i n o t ' s L i g h t
B o s t o n H a r b o r
B o s t o n , M a s s a c h u s e t t s

D e a r K e e p e r T o m b e r g :

O n t h e o c c a s i o n o f t h e s e v e n t y - fi f t h

a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e l i g h t i n g o f t h e n e w M i n o t ' s

L i g h t , I w i s h t o e x t e n d m y h e a r t y c o n g r a t u l a ¬

t i o n s a n d f e l i c i t a t i o n s t o t h o s e i n c h a r g e .

T h i s b e a c o n w h i c h n o w g u s i r d s t h e ‘H

e n t r a n c e t o B o s t o n H a r b o r i s a m o n x i m e n t t o

e x p e r t w o r k m a n s h i p a n d c o m m e n d a b l e a b i l i t y . I

t r u s t t h a t i n t h e d a y s t o c o m e t h e s a m e s u c c e s s

w h i c h i t h a s e n j o y e d i n t h e p a s t w i l l f o l l o w

t h r o u g h o u t t h e f u t u r e .

A l l o w m e t o p e r s o n a l l y e x t e n d m y

s i n c e r e w i s h e s f o r h e a l t h a n d h a p p i n e s s t o y o u .

S i n c e r e l y ,
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F R E D E R I C K W . M A N S F I E L D
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Pe r S . Tomberg ,
K e e p e r o f M i n o t ’ s L i g h t h o u s e ,
O u t e r B o s t o n H a r b o r ,
B o s t o n , I 5 a s s a c h u s e t t s .

D e a r K e e p e r To r n b e r g :

I w i s h t o c o n g r a t u l a t e y o u a s k e e p e r o f t h e f a m o u s

Mino t ’s L igh thouse , on the 75 th ann ive rsa ry o f t he l i gh t i ng

of the new Light, November 15, 1860.

Y o u r s s i n c e r e l y ,
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T H E S T O R Y O F M I N O T ' S L I G H T

For many score years the lonely rocks guarding the southern

approach to Boston Harbor have seen many terrible shipwrecks and

Ear ly in the h is to ry o f the co lony the rocks o f

Connyhasset, as the ledges off Cohasset were once called^ saw

m a n y s h i p s g o t o t h e i r d o o m *

T h e fi r s t w r e c k h e r e o f w h i c h t h e r e i s a n a c t u a l r e c o r d t o o k

p lace over two hundred and fif ty years ago, when asmal l vessel ,

h e a v i l y l a d e n w i t h s u p p l i e s , c r a s h e d o n t h e l e d g e s ,

were lost, but the record of the merchandise saved from the dis¬

a s t e r c a n s t i l l . b e s e e n i n t h e M a s s a c h u s e t t s A r c h i v e s a t t h e

t r a g e d i e s .

A l l o n b o a r d

S t a t e H o u s e i n B o s t o n .

A n o t h e r w r e c k w h i c h o c c u r r e d i n 1 7 9 3 w a s t h a t o f t h e G e r t r u d e

L a t e o n e n i g h t t h e s h i p o f 4 0 0 t o n s .M a r i a , f r o m C o p e n h a g e n ,

under Captain Clein, bumped over the outer rocks where Minot's

I t w a s a b l i n d i n g s n o w s t o r m , a n d t h e s h i pL i g h t n o w s t a n d s ,

fi n a l l y h i t B i * u s h I s l a n d , w h i c h i s c o v e r e d w i t h j a g g e d , p o i n t e d

r o c k s . H e r e t h e v e s s e l w a s b a t t e r e d a n d p o u n d e d . l i l T h e n i t w a s

s e e n t h a t s h e c o u l d n o t s t a y t o g e t h e r m u c h l o n g e r t h e c r e w l a u n c h e d

a b o a t i n t o t h e r a g i n g s u r f , a n d t w o m e n t r i e d t o g a i n t h e s h o r e .

V ' /hen the boat was crushed aga ins t the sh ip , one man was drowned,

b u t t h e o t h e r s u c c e e d e d i n r e g a i n i n g t h e s h i p , A s p a r w a s n o w

d r o p p e d a c r o s s t h e w a t e r f r o m t h e s h i p t o t h e s h o r e , a n d o n e b y

t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e c r e w s u c c e s s f u l l y r e a c h e d t h e l a n d .

j I *
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H u n t i n g i n v a i n f o r s h e l t e r , t h e y fi n a l l y a l l h u d d l e d t o g e t h e r.

w e t a n d f r e e z i n g , a n d w a i t e d f o r m o r n i n g .

With the coming of dawn the people of the vi l lage saw the
T h e c r a f t w a swreckage and brought aboat down to the beach,

launched in to the b reakers , and fina l l y reached Brush Is land ,

W h e n l a u n c h e d a g a i n .r e t u rn i ng sa fe l y w i t h t h ree o f t he c rew,

t h e s m a l l b o a t o v e r t u r n e d a n d s m a s h e d t o p i e c e s ,

were brou^t down to the shore, and the rest of the crew of

twenty-one eventually were taken off the Island.
Clein returned to Denmark he told the king of his rescue, and the

grateful ruler sent 14 medals to America to be presented to the
l i f e s a v e r s o f C o h a s s e t .

Fifty-two known wrecks,with atotal loss of l i fe amounting
to around sixty-six, occurred between earliest times and 1847

I t i s a s t r a n g e i r o n y o f f a t e t h a t a l l o w e d a d i s a s t e r

greater than all the others put together to occur less than seventy
days be fo re M ino ts L igh t was l i gh ted fo r t he fi rs t t ime ,

s t ruc tu re has been comp le ted excep t fo r the l i gh t i t se l f , and

T w o o t h e r b o a t s

W h e n C a p t a i n

o f f C o h a s s e t .

T h e

Captain Dunham v/as helpless to aid the ship in peril.

I t w a s t h e w o r s t s h i p w r e c k o f t h e c e n t u r y ,

and crew of one-hundred and twenty-one, only twenty-two were saved.

The disaster took place Sunday, October 7, 1849, when the Br i t ish

O f t h e p a s s e n g e r s

i"

brig Saint John, crowded with Irish immigrants from Galway, Ireland,
T h e m a s t s h a d b e e n c u t a w a y .

A n o t h e r v e s s e l , t h e

crashed on Grampus Ledge near Minot*

but she dragged anchor unt i l i t was too la te .

Kathleen had safely made harbor just ahead of the ill-fated Saint
T h e s c e n e s o f c o n f u s i o n a n d h o r r o r w h i c h w e r e w i t n e s s e d o n

T h e s h i p w a s o l d a n d r o t t e n .

J o h n .

t h e s h o r e s t h a t d a y w e r e t e r r i b l e ,

a n d w i t h i n a n h o u r h a d b r o k e n u p c o m p l e t e l y, t h o s e w h o w e r e s a v e d
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asliore in the long boat or on parts of the ship’s wreckage,

unusual aftermath of the tragedy took place October 29,

when Miss Lucy Maria Long of Boston Light, discovered the battered
body of aman who had been lost three weeks before in the Minots

The body was found on Brewster Spit in Boston

Adescription follows from the pen of Thoreau:

When we arr ived at Cohasset, i t appeared that near ly a l l the

bound for the beach, which was about ami le d is tant .

c a m e

A n

L e d g e d i s a s t e r .

H a r b o r .

p a s s e n g e r s w e r e

and many other persons were flocking in from the neighboring country,
several hundreds of them streaming off over CohassetT h e r e w e r e

common in that direction, some on foot and some in wagons, and

among them were some sportsmen in their hunting-jackets, with
their guns, and game bags, and dogs.

About amile south we could see, rising above the rocks, the

masts of the British brig which the St. John had endeavored to
ckbles, and, by good luck, run into

A l i t t l e f u r t h e r a l o n g t h e s h o r e

fo l low, wh ich had s l ipped her

t h e m o u t h o f C o h a s s e t H a r b o r ,

s a w a m a n ’s c l o t h e s o n a r o c k ; f u r t h e r, a w o m a n ' s s c a r f , aw e

gown, astraw bonnet, the brig’s caboose, and one of her masts hi^
I n a n o t h e r r o c k y c o v e , l a y

I t w a s .

and dry, b roken in to severa l p ieces ,

apart of one side of the vessel, still hanging together.
perhaps, forty feet long, by fourteen wide,
surprised at the power of the waves, exhibited on this shattered
fragment, than Ihad been at the sight of the smaller fragments

I w a s e v e n m o r e

I/ before. The largest timbers and iron braces were broken super¬
material could withstand the power of

a n d a n i r o n

fl u o u s l y , a n d I s a w t h a t n o

the v;aves; that i ron must go th pieces in such acase,
vessel would be cracked up like an eggshell on the rocks. S o m e o f
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B e c a u s e o f t h e m a n y w r e c k s i n t h e v i c i n i t y. C a p t a i n W. H .

S w i f t o f t h e U , S . E n g i n e e r s , s u g g e s t e d t o t h e G o v e r n m e n t t h a t a n

iron lighthouse could he built on stilts at Minot's Ledgei similar
t o t h e b e a c o n h e h a d s u c c e s s f u l l y e r e c t e d a t t h e e n t r a n c e o f B l a c k

C a p t a i n D a n i e l T * L o t h r o p n o w c o m p i l e d

a l i s t o f w r e c k s i n t h e v i c i n i t y o v e r a p e r i o d o f t h i r t y y e a r s .

Captain Lothrop listed forty vessels to the value of athii ’d of a
($364,000) which had been wrecked in the v ic in i ty.

W h e n t h e a c t u a l a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r t h e e r e c t i o n o f a l i g h t w a s

m a d e i t w a s e s t i m a t e d t h a t e v e n t h e n e a p t i d e s w o u l d n o t e x p o s e o v e r

s ix -hundred square feet o f rock a t the Ledge, so the or ig ina l p lans

N i n e h o l e s w e r e d u g i n t h e r o c k fi v e

feet deep, and hav ing ac i rcumference of about 32 Inches,

h o l e i n t h e m i d d l e w a s s u r r o u n d e d b y e i g h t o t h e r s o n t h e o u t s i d e .

R o c k H a r b o r i n C o n n e c t i c u t .

m i l l i o n d o l l a r s .

h a d t o b e s o m e w h a t a l t e r e d .

O n e

i n t h e s h a p e o f a c i r c l e , t w e n t y - f o u r f e e t i n d i a m e t e r .

The dri l l ing began in 1847, and was not completed for many

F ina l l y i n 1849 , t he i r on p i l i ng was se t i n t o t he ho l es .

The outer p i l ing was tapered to s l igh t ly more than four inches a t

the top, and the cc: \ tsr p i l ing was reduced to s ix Inches,

o f the f rame, fo r ty fee t h igh , had an a rea o f two-hundred and fi f ty

O n t h e t o p o f t h i s p l a t f o i m i a l i g h t e r f r a m e w a s

m o n t h s .

T h e t o p

s q u a r e f e e t ,

e r e c t e d t o a h e i g h t o f s i x t y f e e t w h e r e t h e l a n t e r n r o o m , fi f t e e n

E v e r y c o r n e r w a s b r a c e d d i a g o n a l l y a n df e e t h i g h , w a s p l a c e d ,

la te ra l l y, and asma l l room fo r the keeper and h is ass is tan t was

p l a c e d b e n e a t h t h e l a n t e r n .

K e e p e r I s a a c A . D u n h a m l i g h t e d t h e l i g h t f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e

T h e l i g h t b u r n e d f a i t h f u l l y f o r

over ayear, unt i l Apri l 15, 185f, when aterr ible storm began.

o n t h e 1 3 t h o f D e c e m b e r , 1 8 4 9 .
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John W. Bennett was then the keeper, and had gone ashore for
supp l i es , l eav ing the l i gh thouse to h i s two ass i s tan ts , Joseph

W i l s o n a n d J o s e p h A n t i o n e .

By midnight Apr i l 16, the storm had become ahurr icane, and

fea rs we re f e l t on sho re f o r t he sa fe t y o f t he l i gh t ,

was last heard to r ing shor t ly before one o ’c lock on the morning

o f Ap r i l 17 , 1851 , and when morn ing came the wa tche rs on : t he sho re

saw only atwisted mass of p i l ing where once the l ight had stood.

Both keepers were drowned, but i t wi l l never be known i f they

a t t e m p t e d t o r e a c h t h e s h o r e o r p e r i s h e d w h e n t h e e d i fi c e c o l l a p s e d .

A l t h o u g h i t h a d b e e n c l a i m e d t h a t n o p a r t o f t h e t o w e r w a s

e v e r f o u n d , t h e M a r i n e R o o m o f t h e O l d S t a t e H o u s e i n B o s t o n h o l d O

a w i n d o w f r a m e o f t h e o r i g i n a l l i g h t h o u s e .

A l i gh tsh ip was p laced near the l edge , and p lans were fina l l y

c o m p l e t e d f o r t h e e r e c t i o n o f a m o r e s u b s t a n t i a l e d i fi c e ,

w o r k b e g a n J u l y 1 , 1 8 5 5 , a n d C a p t a i n B a r t o n S . A l e x a n d e r w a s c h o s e n

t o s u p e r i n t e n d t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n .

T h e b e l l

T h e a c t u a l

A m o d e l w a s c o n s t r u c t e d , o n e i n c h

t o t h e f o o t , a n d w a s s u c h a w o r k o f a r t i t w a s l a t e r t a k e n t o t h e

C h i c a g o E x p o s i t i o n o f 1 8 9 3 .

T h e fi r s t s t e p w a s t o r e m o v e t h e r u i n s o f t h e o l d l i g h t h o u s e

from the Ledge, and afear less Scandinavian sai lor, named Peter Fox,

d i ved in to the wa te r and a t tached g rapp l i ng i rons to the i ron p i l i ng .

Day af ter day the labor was cont inued, unt i l a t last the ledge was

c l e a r e d f o r t h e n e w l i g h t h o u s e . I t i s n o t g e n e r a l l y k n o w n t h a t a

n e w i r o n s t r u c t u r e w a s b u i l t , b e f o r e t h e p r e s e n t s t o n e e d i fi c e w a s

planned. - In another great ga le o f January, 1856, the second i ron

l i g h t h o u s e w a s s w e p t i n t o t h e s e a , a n d C a p t a i n A l e x a n d e r a d m i t t e d

h i s d i s c o u r a g e m e n t .

Empire later went ashore at IWhite Hes^d.
I t was la te r found tha t avesse l , t he New

■ ’ . h

: v . . . . . .
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T h e r o c k a t t h e l e d g e w a s f o u n d t oThe work aga in went ahead*

he safe enough to al low adiameter of thirty feet, so acircular

i J '

Tw o b o a t s , t h e D e u c a l i o n a n d t h eb a s e o f t h a t s i z e w a s p l a n n e d .

Pyrrha, took the workmen out to the Ledge, and in all the time of
D o w e l s w e r e c a r r i e d t o a h e i g h t

Q u i n c y

c o n s t r u c t i o n , n o t o n e l i f e w a s l o s t *

of 25 feet, where the twelfth course of masonry began,

granite was used throughout, as it proved to be tougher than that
>

f r o m e i t h e r R o c k p o r t o r C o h a s s e t *

The work was done on Government Island, in back of the present

light keeper’s residence, and the bases where the edifice was oon-
The total cost was f^300,000 and

T h e

s t r u c t e d a r e s t i l l t o b e s e e n .

there were 1,079 separate blocks used in the construction*
firs t cut s tone was la id Ju ly 9 , 1857, and the lowest b lock was

F r o m t h e l o w e s t s t o n e t o t h e t o p o f t h e l i g h t -s e t J u l y 11 , 1 8 5 8 *

house i t i s exac t l y 114 fee t one inch .

Although the l ight with i ts romantic flash, 1-4-3,
has not entirely prevented shipwrecks on the adjoining coast.

o r I - l o v e -

y o u

t h e r e h a s b e e n h u n d r e d s o f l i v e s s a v e d b y i t s w e l c o m e b e a m s *

Other ships, including the Lawlor. the Allentown, and the H* C.

Higginson have gone to their doom in spite of Minot's Light*
the wintertime weeks pass before the landing can be made, and

I n

sometime the keepers risk their l ives in their attempts to relieve
t h e i r m a t e s .

Today, November 15, 1935, under Keeper Tormberg, Minot's
Lighthouse passes another milestone as it celebrates its diamond
ann ive rsa ry o f t he fi rs t l i gh t i ng o f t he new beacon*

s tands for the successfu l accompl ishment o f a feat c la imed by

R a d i o a n d t h e t e l e p h o n e m a k e t h e v i g i l

a t t h e l o n e l y l o d g e a m o r e p l e a s a n t o n e t h e n w h e n t h e fi r s t k e e p e r .

‘1^

T h u s i t

m a n y t o b e i m p o s s i b l e .
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i s a a c A . D u n h a j n , l i g h t e d t h e b e a c o n ,

c a n d l e p o w e r b e a m fl a s h i n g o v e r a n a r e a o f 2 0 0 s q u a r e m i l e s , s t a n d s

as aliving memorial to agreat engineer C o l o n e l B a r t o n S .

T h e l i g h t , w i t h i t s 7 5 , 0 0 0
X,

Fj'-

■A

n A l e x a n d e r .

t

. - 4

{

I

>
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Mark Anniversary of *
Wreck of Minot’s LightI

Fi

>
M I N O T ’ S L I G H T

Where exercises are to be held in commemoration of the 85th anniversary
of the destruction of the first beacon to be erected on Minot’s Ledge.

A l t h o u g h M o t h e r N a t u r e d i d h e r b e s t
t o p r e v e n t a d e l e g a t i o n o f s h o r e f o l k
f r o m v i s i t i n g t h a t m o s t t r e a c h e r o u s o f
beacons, Minot’s Light, yesterday
i n g , s h e w a s d e f e a t e d b y m a n ’ s l a t e s t
invention, the airplane, and the me¬
m o r i a l v i s i t c o m m e m o r a t i n g t h e S 5 t h
a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e
first beacon ever at the lonely ledge
w a s s u c c e s s f u l l y c a r r i e d o u t .

The Boston Tost photographer,
companied by Edward Rowe Snow, har¬
b o r h i s t o r i a n , fl e w d o w n f r o m t h e B o s ¬
t o n a i r p o r t y e s t e r d a y m o r n i n g w h e n
p l a n s f o r a v i s i t t o t h e l i g h t h o u s e i t s e l f
h a d t o b e c a n c e l l e d b e c a u s e o f t h e
s e v e r e w e s t e r l y g a l e w h i c h b l e w a l l
d a y. T h e t w o k e e p e r s . C a p t a i n P e r . S .
To r n b e r g . a n d h i s a s s i s t a n t , O t i s E .
W a l s h , w a v e d
p l a n e a . s i t d i p p e d a n d r o s e w h i l e
r i r r l i n g t h e l o n e l y g u a r d i a n o f M i n o t ’ s

l o a d e d w i t h I r i s h I m m i g r a n t s o n t h e i r
w a y t o B o s t o n . T h i s s h i p s t r u c k t h e
l e d g e a n d w e n t t o p i e c e s a l m o s t i m ¬
m e d i a t e l y. N i n e t y - n i n e p a s s e n g e r s w e r e
d r o w n e d .

I t w a s t h i s t r a g i c s h i p w r e c k w h i c h
. s t a r t e d t h e a g i t a t i o n r e s u l t i n g i n t h e
bui lding of the first Minot’s Light.

A t t h e t i m e o f t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e
l ight in 1851, an investigating board
d e t e r m i n e d t h a t a p l a t f o r m c o n s t r u c t e d
too close to the water by the first keep¬
e r , I s a a c P . D u n h a m , o n w h i c h h e
s t o r e d h i s s u p p l i e s , h a d c a u s e d t h e
t r a g e d y . T h e g r e a t f o r c e o f t h e s e a s
s u r g i n g u p w a r d a g a i n s t t h e p l a t f o r m
topp led the beacon in to the sea.

m o r n -

a c -

L e d g e .
The fi rs t l i gh lho i i . se , de . “ l royed in U>e

g r e a t g a l e o f 1 8 5 1 . s t i l l k n o w n t o
m a r i n e r K n p a n d d o w n t h e A H a n fi r

a s t h « M i n o t ' s L i c h l . P t n r m o f
l ^ ' l . v a . ' i e r e o t e d i n 1 5 4 7 b < ? ' ' a u p e o f
● b l p w r e c k o f t h e b U J o h n , o v e s s e l

a r e c o g n i t i o n t o t h e

1


