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Boon Isliind^ on© of the moat lsols,tsd actions off the Maine coast,
has provided some veŝ - interesting ©3Q)eil©nqes -̂ foi’.-.th©. keepers, who have
been stationed there since the liglit was esiabiished. ' ; > - % « .
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Boon Island, built durii^ the war of I8l2, was authorised bj arlittls

Fiadison. Tite to%^r was constructed of grejr granite of aconical de®i©i
133 feet above high water# It Is called one of the most dangerbuB out"*-—-.
p o s t s o n ' t o e J l a i n e c o a s t .

Boon Island is aves:^- flat piece of land but it is irell surrounded by
ledges. The totwsr appears at tli®0 to Im sprinj;;lttg up fmu the sea, lspe~
dally wheh low vapor is flying and one can just sake csut ths to?«r those
who were not fmiliar with the Bite couM easily believe that it rose out
of the sea fj'oia asubiaerged ledge.

Many have read the poem, »fhs ffatoh of Boon Island," by celia fhaster,
who was the daughter of aon© time lightkoeper at Isle of Shoals.

J,a.3s ftiaxter beautifully pictures in her poem the lonely life of th©
keepers, their hcHn© sur2*ounded by Urn wild 'waves and seabirds and th©;
Tfdntery winds tiiat blow so fiercely aoross the froaen foam^ the faithful
hands that lighted the lamp idiioh sent its ■warning forth throi5g!i all the
night Ithe steady beam of that street light brought back safely saaiers
fr^m ever^/ land*
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interesting stories have been told about this light station
during the colonial period 3ji which it tres built. Astory is toM of how
the keepers mm marooned on the place for rn-mml treoks,* owing to storms
and TOUgii weather. Their supplies wre getting Imr and their minds ware
dwelling on what they tfouM do if they had to go hungry’. They really be¬
lieved s'tarvatibn stored toesa is the face and they began to get aelsuiohsl̂ ?'
vihich in tise caused th©si to fc@e©ms crasy. mmn just on the po,int of doing
away ?d.th themselves, aboat showed up and tliey set asignal for help, A
bottle -was -torown ovefbeaM -with anote iri it* telling of tiioir prediGament.
A® the message drifted to leeward it w&s piolmd up by toe passing vessel.
The schooner hove to and anci»red to wait until tlie sea -want down, fhiy
packed -the food nicely in ahalf barrel used to pack iuackeral to. Ihaa Bet
afloat it drifted right into alittl© cov© and toe fii*st good s©a caught it
and boimded it well on the bank, out of tli® surf's.. , , , k e e ^ j o r ® s a i d
xt seeirsed as xi j-io better place could have been picked out for it to laj-id*
With the going down of the sea, stiortly af terward, they were able ‘to g© ashore,
so one of the keepers put off for the villas of fork, gpt supplies, told to©
neighbors hia tragic stoiy, and returned to his station Itoat v©3^ day.

In tne 19ii9 Light List Boos Island Lighthouse is da scribed as agrey
conical tower connected to adwelling 13? feet above ground and 133 feet above
wB-ter, being visible 18 mitos. It is located on Boon Istond 6.5 lalles off the
coast of mine at 07.3* S, 7D° 28.6' W. A70,000 eandlepowr aeooM order
l i g h t fl a s h e s w i i i t e .

(LIQHTiX)ySI15 OF THE MAINE COAST by Robert T. Stei-ling)



BOON ISLAND

ABOOK K)H BOON ISLMiD -18?0

Keeper Wi l l ia ias te l ls agood, story of how they dined at Boon Is land
one Thanksg iv ing Day in the la t te r pa r t o f the n ine teen th cen txuy. The
holiday was approaching^ and as nobody had been ashore for several weeks
they had. got dom very close to nothing in the hearty l ine. He T#as stand¬
ing just inside of the l ight to-wep? on the evening before Thanksgiving^
and wondering what he and the boys wei*e going to have tlie next day for the
repast . vSuddenly vd . thout any warn: ing he heard a ter r ific b low s t ruck aga ins t
the parapet deck, ilnxious to find out just irha.t had liappened he went out¬
side and there lying on the deck Trere four pair of black ducK dead as adoor
nail, ■^'’hinking ttet it took more t.!ian that to sake such athumpj, he %¥@nt
arotmd the base of the toiler and among the rocks he found four more. They
had bean at t racted by the br ight beaias of the l ight and so bl inded that they
could not see where they -were going, 'i’he birds were in. ui^usual firxe condi¬
tion and he and the boys had some Thanksgiving dinner, fdr which they were
only to glatl to give tha;nks to the Creator for raaembering them at such a
tl-ie. Those on shore all the time were wondering what the keepers on Boon
Island vmve having for dinner that daj*- and the news did not get circulated
unt i l a few days a f te rward when the l igh thouse tender MIRTIS made aca l l
and the story ?xas told and relayed to the keepers' faiallies.
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B O O I I 3 L A H D

^FROZEN TO THS THWiieCS" -1697

**Butr speakiiif-^ oi’ wrecksj*' said Capliaiii sifillxaius of Boon Xslario. Lxj^hti^
*'?fhile T-was on Boon Island Ibelieve the most exciting tlae Ievei” had was
the rescue of acrew when the schooner GULDHBMTES ashore» It was^the
coldest morning Ihad ever seen at such sn early date in Deesraber, 1897.

'ffhe theiTaometer registers four below iaero| it was athick vapor, ana
The schooner st ruck on Boon Is land

The ci-ew succeeded in getting
blowing agale of wind frosa the northvrest.
Ledge about three miles frojn the light station.
Into their yawl boat and after asix hour row reached the light station at
1:30 in the morning. Me were aroused by the barking of the dog. This was the
first notification tiiat there was people around the island. We got out our
L-aritems and climbed down over the icy rocks and made out the little boat
Jus t ouos ide the t l eake rs ,
lights snound the rocks to the lee of the island, and then, still guided by
the glimmer of the lanterns, watched their chance to run in on the top of a
sea. The tlire© keepers, covered with flyinj^ spray, grasped the boat rails
and the dog at the sarae tiiae took the painter in his teeth and ran up the
rocks. The little craft was hauled beyond the reach of the next sea.

The castaways were Instructed to follow the

●'The crew ?ras frozen to the thwarts and almost helpless. The keepers
and their wives liad adesperate task for the next few hours to resuscitate
t h e a l r a o s t l i f e l e s s m e n ,
old. It was only afew years ago that Imet this saiue boy and shook hands
mth Iiim. The memorj/- of that terrible night was sti.ll fresh ii his mind aid

had amos t i n te res t i ng conversa t ion abou t the l ong ago . ”

0rd>of the sufferers was anegro boy fou i r teen years

● w e

LlOmOUSSS OF THE MAINS COAST by RQBEKT T. STERL'MG

K


