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entrance to New London harbor in 1760. The original lighthouse was pro-
bably of masonry. It spparently wss completely renoved whem the stons
tower which stands todsy wes built in 1801, Following the Act of August Ty
1789, the lighthouse,bxilt in 1760,wss cedsd t0 the United States, ssgording
to the following "Nemcrenda of Cossions” by Comnectiouts

*1790, Wey. Wazmmmmmumm
against the harbor of New London, called Race Rock, Black Ledge and Goshen
Beef, together with tuegm.”

On My 7, 1800, Oongress sppropristed $15,700 *foar rebuilding, altering
and isproving the lighthouse at Mew London, Comnecticab* of which §15,54T.90
was speat for the purposs in 1801, the balsnce being carried to the surpius
fand, ' =
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to the westmard of the entrance to the river Thames, and two miles frum the
tom of New London. °*It 4s of great importance as a leading light for ves-
sels going in and cut of the harbor of Eew london, which, on scooun$ of itd
poaition and security, is much resorted to during the heavy galss of winter.”

*The light is shown froa an elsvation of 111 feet, which, in clsar weathsr,
should render it visible 153 miles. xxx The towar iz § substantdal buflding
of fresstons, emooth haomered, and laid in courses; it is 00 fect in height,
and is asoended Yty an interior stariway of wood, having landings at cone
venient distances. xox®




»Phe lighting spparatus oonsists of sloven lamps, with parebolic re-
flww:,diwpmodammdtwmdmultabhswutotwuwm
fron ¥.S.%, amthabouttonw‘?.. The umowumumamm—
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1863 new dwellings for keepers were provided. 1n 1868 a road was ppened
wwczvofmmwwn@mmegm-,wmmu
fenged on both sides.
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paboll truspet was installed, numop-mumﬁahouumm?s;
RWBIMOMMWQMMM:M Onmngm
mwmwxmxmamsamﬁmraommm
ouwm.mmmr-m.mmnmdmmmmﬁw'
Daboll trumpst. i

Atogdgnllhameuobdltmwmlmnhormrouwwh"ﬁl
wgumm.mwuwmw. The fog signsld
was discontinued om Septesber S, 191l. oa July 20, 1912, the light wes
changed to Boetylens, unattandsd. o
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‘o*xu? barbose The light 6 a 7500 candlepowsr fourth order electric
ok te decy b sejonfs, with a red 1500 oendlapower #80lOT
from 0° to 1A%, coverng Sarah and the shoals to the westwerd.
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NEW LONDON HARBOR LIGHT (1801)

On shore, at south edge of city of‘New London, this light is probably built on
the site of the fourth lighthouse to be erected in the United States._ The
orginal lighthouse was first lighted in 1761. An act of the Colonial
Legislature provided that funds for the building of the lighthouse were to be
raised by means of a lottery. This lottery was held in 1761, and from the
proceeds a stone tower 64 feet in height was built. Various other acts of the
Colonial Legislature placed a tax on shipping for the support of the
lighthouse and provided for necessary repairs. When the Federal government
was formed and took over the colonial lighthouses, lighthouse work frequently
came directly to the attention of the President, and in 1791 President George
Washington personally signed a contract with Nathaniel Richards of New London

for supplying oil to the lighthouse.

In 1801 a new and higher lighthouse was built to replace the original

Structure, and is the tower now standing. During the War of 1812, at the

request of Commodore Stephen Decatur, the light was extinguished, but as there
was a regiment of militia stationed nearby, no attempt was made by the enemy
to injure anything. Today the New London Harbor Lighthouse is sae-—of thase
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itself remains substantially as when first built in 1801, and is one of the

£ agetiglona 3 e

finest of the early masonry lighthouses still in existence.
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On shore, at south edge of city of>New London, this light is probably built on
the site of the fourth lighthouse to be erected in the United States. The
orginal lighthouse was first lighted in 1761. An act of the Colonial
Legislature provided that funds for the building of the lighthouse were to be
raised by means of a lottery. This lottery was held in 1761, and from the
proceeds a stone tower 64 feet in height was built. Various other acts of the
Colonial Legislature placed a tax on shipping for the support of the
lighthouse and provided for necessary repairs. When the Federal government
was formed and took over the colonial lighthouses, lighthouse work frequently
came directly to the attention of the President, and in 1791 President George
Washington personally signed a contract with Nathaniel Richards of New London

for supplying oil to the lighthouse.

In 1801 a new and higher lighthouse was built to replace the original
structure, and is the tower now standing. During the War of 1812, at the
request of Commodore Stephén Decatur, the light was extinguished, but as there
was a regiment of militia stationed nearby, no attempt was made by the enemy
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itself remains substantially as when first built in 1801, and is one of the

finest of the early masonry lighthouses still in existence.



