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Congress appropriated $2,000 (Vol. 2, page 55, Sections Bebelitatutbeg-ate-
Large) on April 29, 1800 on an aet which provided "That the Secretary of the
Treasury shall be, and he is hereby, azthorized and directed to cause a suf-
ficient lighthouse to be erected on Wigwam Poink, so cdled, within the Hown
of Gloucester in the State of NMassachusebss, where ib will best serve the
purpose of discovering the entrance of Znesquas Horbor and to appeint & keeper
and otherwise provide for the support of such lighthouse at the expense of the
United States: Provided, that sufficient land for the accommodation of such
lighthouse,htogebher with the jurisdiction thereof, shall be duly and legally
granted to and vested in the United States.” .

On Getober 26, 1800, Gustavus Griffin of Gloucester, Bass. deeded to the
United States "six and one half acres of lund at Wigwam Point, so called, in
Gloucester, aforssaid ¢xtending from the same point to the highway of emual
width at each end bounded easterly on land of Willlam bavis, southerly on the
road, and on my land and westerly on land belonging 1o we and on the bay, re-
' gerving unto me and my heirs the land on said Feint for my and thelr use and
beneflt and the land heve comveyed when fenced at the expense of said United
States.” The consideration was Yone hundred and forty dollars pald ne by the
United States of Auerica.® .

On June 12, 1500, the Conmenwealth of MHassachusetts had passed an ach ceding
to the United Shates "the jurisdiciion of the tract of land which shall be re-
quired for the Lighthouse authorized by Congress to be crected on Wigwam Point
sz’ provided thab all civil and criminal processes under the aathority or by
any officer of the Commomwcalth (of Massachusetts) shall have full force and effect
on the said tract of land or in any buildings thereon.”

The 000 Congress appropristed was expended in 1001 in the erection of the
lighthouse. !

On March 3, 1823 (Vol. 3, Page 781, Section 3 - Statutes-at-Large) Congress
appropriated 26,000 with the following provise "Thet the President be suthorized
to cause such an examinabion and suxvey to be made of the obstruction between
the harbor of Gloucester and the harbor of Jquam as nay be requisibe to ascer-
tain the expedieney of removing such obstyuction; and the President is hersby
authorized te cmse such obstructicn o be removed by contract or otherwise, under
the divection of the collector of the district of Gloucester, if, from the report
of persons he may appoint to examine and survey sane, he shall deen it expedient.”

In 1857 the Lignthouse Board reported that lenses had beep placed in the
Annisquam lighthouse. In 1367 a covered walk from the dwelling to the tower was
built and other improvements made. Uther repairs were nade over the yoars and in
1897 the towsr and workroom were rebuilbt on the same foundations. in 190L, ex-
tensive repairs were made to the dwelling dnclnding its entire interior rearrange-
ments. Three hundred seventy-five fect of post ond wire fence, and a wire fence



along 3,000 feet of the boundsry well were builb, jogether with a stone ree
taining wall along the beuch for a roadway.

in 1507 the light station was connected with the city water supply and
in the same year telephone service was first provided for the keaper'ts
dwoelling.

In 1930, the bulldings on the site ware described as a "giwmeroom dwalling
for lighthouse keepers; wosden tower for lights brick ol house for oil for
light; fuel house and barn {wooden) for dwellimg."

In the 1950 Light List, the Amnisguam Light Station is deseribed as low
cated on Wigwan Point, cast side of entrance to Awnisquam Harbor; Msss., at
42° 39.7'N, 70° 40.9'W. The Yight is LY feet above the water and can be seen
for 12 miles. It is located in a white cylindvical tower, with an elevated
walk to dwelling., The white light is 30,000 candlepowes and flashes 0.9
seconds and is eclipsed 6.6 secondss The 0,500 candlespower red light is of
5th order electric light and flashes every 7.5 seconds from 180% 3o 212°. An
slectric siren fog signal blasts for 5 scconds and is silent 55 scconds. I%
operates between the 15th of May and the 15th of Uctober esch yesr during day-
light hourg,



