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P H O T O C O U R T E S Y O F A E R O T E C C O R P O R A T I O N

Great Captain's Island recently purchased from the Aerotec Corporation by the Town of Greenwich. The company's vacation cottages are seen in the
right center of the picture, near the lagoon; the lighthouse is at the right, and at the left, the remains of an elaborate clubhouse-casino.

A n i s l a n d i s u n d o u b t e d K ' o n e o f
the most mysterious and alluring of
all properties. Great Captain's Is¬
land. soon to be aetjuired b\- the
Town of Greenwich, is no e.xception.

L \ ing wes tward o f the town-
o w n e d I s l a n d B e a c h , t h e I S a c r e i s ¬
land is the largest of the trio of is¬
lands which make up the Captain's
Island group—Great Captain's. Mid¬
dle Captain’s or Island Beach, and
the smallest officially named Little
Captain’s but also known as "The
Clump.” Great Captain’s has often
been called the most picturesciue is¬
land on the Sound. Certainly it is one
of the most curiousK' shaped; and
w'ith its neat lighthouse, romantic la¬
goon and long strips of sandy beach,
it is avery attractive piece of real
e s t a t e f o r t h e c i t i z e n s o f G r e e n w i c h
to own. The lighthouse, of course,
is go\-ernmeiit owned, as are the two
or three acres surrounding it.
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The town’s recent plan to buy the
island w'as backed by the Conserva¬
t i o n C o m m i s s i o n , a n d m e t w i t h
amazingly little opposition. This may
have astonished those who remem¬
ber the uproar and the cries of an¬
guish with which many residents
greeted the proposals to purchase
Tod’s Point (now Greenwich Point)
some yea rs ago .

Perhaps we ha\'e learned some¬
thing in the interim, or perhaps the
accjuisition of Great Captain’s satis¬
fied in each one of us asecret yen
to own an island. Now, for about a
dollar and ahalf apiece, each of us
w'ill be the owner of aone-sixty-
thousandth share of areal honest-to-
goodness island. That’s pretty nice.
We only hope that rumors of Cap¬
ta in K id ’s bu r i ed t r easu re don ’ t r each

every share holder at once.
Captain Kidd, for whom some sav

the islands were named, is reputed
T H E G R E E N W I C H S O C I A L R E V I E W

to have stashed away much gold and
silver on Great Captain’s Island. He
buried his treasure on islands all over
the Sound for that mat ter, but for
years Great Captain’s was pointed
out as the pirate’s favorite hiding
place. Despite these rumors, there’s
no record of any actual finds.

O r i g i n s M y s t e r i o u s

Although the islands may have
been named for Captain Kidd, it’s
just as likely that they were named
for Captain Daniel Patrick, military
commandant during the Revolution¬
ary days. Nobody quite knows. The
island’s history and owmership re¬
m a i n e d o b s c u r e a n d f o r m o r e t h a n a

100 years the states of Connecticut
and New York squabbled over the
jurisdiction of the islands. In 1886

(Contimied on page S)
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Great Captain's Island
iC'oiiliniiccl from pu<ic 7)

( J o n i H ' c t i c i i t fi n a l K w o n i t s c l a i m

o\cr New York and has had juris¬
diction o\cr the Captain's Islands
e \ ' c r s i n c e .

. . . w i l l m a k e a s u m m e r r e s o r t o n

the island and tor that purpose has
alread}' ordered a30' naptha launch."
Three years later it was rumored that
the Myers Transportation Compaiu’.
which operated e.xcursiou steamers,
was interested in the property "and
i t the \ - can eet cont ro l o f the is lands.
s \ ’ i l l m a k e a n o t h e r G l e n I s l a n d o n -
t h e - S o u n d . ' ’

Bo o m D a ys

Not until 1926 did Great Captain’s
come into the news attain. Real estate

(d all types was in the news then.
Commercial properties such as West
Putnam Avenue, where frontage had
s o l d f o r S l O O a f o o t i n 1 9 2 3 w a s

(1 noted at $600 afoot but three years
l a t e r . T h e s i d j d i v i s i o n o f t h e B e n e ¬

dict shorefront estate was being de¬
veloped as Indian Flarbor, and Mar¬
shall .\llaben, then president of the
Greenwich Real Estate Board, cited

the price of one dollar asquare foot
as “very cheap indeed for waterfront
propert}-." .\ dollar aS((uare foot
does sound agood deal cheaper than
$43,.560 an acre.

The granite lighthouse at the East¬
ern end of Great Captain's was built
in 1S6S, its fi.xcd. white light being
tended b\- ahead keeper and his as¬
sistant. The>- lived with their fam¬
ilies in ahouse under the tower, kept
chickens, cows and agarden. Are¬
porter who visited the lighthouse in
1S90 noted that despite very heavv
traffic on the .Sound "with sometimes
as many as 200 sailboats and many
s t e a m e r s s i g h t e d a t o n e t i m e . " t h e r e
had been no wrecks since the instal¬
lation of the light (and later, the fog
horn’) the last recorded wreck hav¬
ing been alarge brig, which smashed
up on the rocks back in 1850.

Great Captain's ownership con¬
tinued to be rather m\ster ious unt i l

w h e n a G r e e n w i c h l a w y e r

Rea l Eas ta te Barga in
In the course of bis search, Mr.

Hubbard found that the Lyons fam¬
ily were six brothers from Port Ches¬
ter, who, in 1856. has bought all three
islands from the .\nderson family,
whose ancestor. John Anderson, had
been granted letters of patent from
George III in 1763. There is no rec¬
ord of the price paid by the Lyons
at that time, but .30 years later, in
1886, one of the brothers sold his
o n e - fi f t h s h a r e i n t h e i s l a n d f o r

■S70.00. This was five or six years be¬
f o r e t h e fi r s t i n t e r e s t i n t h e i s l a n d s
a s a s u m m e r r e s o r t w a s s h o w n a n d

43 years before Great Captain’s ac¬
tually was sold for that purpose—at
arecord .37.50,000!

But w’e’re getting ahead of our¬
selves. ...None of the original mem¬
bers of the Lyon family lived to see
the sale and development of Great
Captain’s Island, for despite the ru¬
mors, none of the ambitious plans
took shape. The island remained just
as it had been for hundreds of years,
anice place to camp, fish, swim and
h u n t .

A R e a l C o u p

15 acres on an unde\ eloped island
property would ha\e been far less
desirable than the Benedict acreage,
but when Great Captain’s Island
w i t h i t s m i l e o f b e a c h f r o n t a n d a l ¬

m o s t t w o m i l e s o f s h o r e l i n e w a s

purchased by agroup of investors
for $90,000, or $6,000 an acre, it was

doubtless considered quite acoup—
\\ 'h ich as i t tu rned ou t . i t was .

.\t the time of that sale, in May,
1926, the purchasers announced that
the \ - i n t ended t o t r ans fo rm the i s l and
into a“bungalow community,” with
trees, shrubbery, alarge dock, elec¬
tricity and telephone service amoirg
i t s a t t r a c t i o n s .

1 8 9 5
and loca l h is to r ian . Fred Hubbard ,
searched for man\- months through
must)- books and records, both in
Greenwich and in Port Chester, and
came up with all the answers.

R u m o r s S p a r k I n l e r e s i
Mr. Plubbard's interest in the is¬

land ma\- well ha\'e been sparked by
aseries of rumors which began back
in 1892, when asmall not ice in the
Port Chester Journal stated that
“Benjamin Lyon, whose people own
about nine acres of Captain's Island

A C O M P L E T E L A N D S C A P E S E R V I C E

Landscapes for the

B E L L T E L E P H O N E P A V I L I O N

N e w Yo r k W o r l d ’ s F a i r 1 9 6 5

No job too small or too large
G r o u n d M a i n t e n a n c e

^NURsam INC
E s t a b l i s h e d 1 9 2 4
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ords indicated tliat the property had
been lost throu”;h tbrcclosure of a
mortgage for amere $38,000.00. Puz¬
zled, we returned to the library mi-
c r o fi l m . s f o r f u r t h e r d e t a i l s , d i s ¬
covered that among the club sBoard
o f G o v e r n o r s , m o s t o f t h e m f r o m
New York, R\e and other points in
^Ve .s t ches te r, was one Greenw ich
man, arealtor, the late A. W. W.
M a r s h a l l .

In aphone call to his widow we
read off the headl ine, asked her i f
that was indeed the right figure. Mrs.
M a r s h a l l r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e v e n t u r e

had “cost agreat deal of money, I
shouldn’t he surprised if that figure
was cor rec t . " She , too , s ta r ted to
h u n t f o r r e c o r d s , b u t t o d a t e h a s n o t

come np with anything definite. She
did remember that there had been a
lot of liens on the property, but,
other than that, the financial details
r e m a i n e d o b s c u r e .

:oKNE€TICUT, ' ITKSlf .W, SKPTKMBMU dl . j
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Land prices were booming in the Twenties, as the 1929 headline will attest.

paragraph reads: An exclusive sea¬
side playground restricted to the use
of meinhers of the Great Captains
Is land Beach and Yacht Club, now
in the j)rocess of formation, is fore¬
seen, following announcement today
of the sale to a^roup of New York
develojrers for three quarters of a
million dollars, of Great Captain’s
Island, lyhur in the Sound, off Green¬
wich.” The 750 thousand figure is
obviously not atypo.

T r u e F i g u r e ?

Headline or not, it did seem an in-

credibl}' high sum to us, so we at¬
tempted to track it down. Avisit to
t h e t o w n r e c o r d s a n d a t a l k w i t h t h e

.\ssessor. Harold Ahrn Brock, merely
v e r i fi e d t h e d a t e o f t h e s a l e a n d t h e

parties involved, but there were no
tax stamps as aclue to the sales
price, no mention of price whatso¬
ever. Mr. \’on Brock agreed that the
$750,000.00 seemed out of all pro¬
portion, particularly since later rec-

F o r s o m e r e a s o n , t h i s . s c h e m e f e l l

throimh. Perhaps the term "bunga¬
l o w c o m m u n i t y " w a s i l l c h o s e n .

later group chose "coz\' cabanas'
a n d h a d f a r b e t t e r r e s u l t s . F o r t h r e e

years nothing at all happened. With
prices of everything goina; sky high
(including the stock market) they
undoubtedh' figured that they’d
make more simpK- b_v selling the
property to another purchaser.

E l a b o r a t e P l a n s

Amembership of 750 members
was hoped for, the 1929 article said.
If each member was charged an in¬
i t i a t i o n f e e o f a t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s t h a t

would have brought the receipts up
to the $750,000 quoted as the sales
price. The new' owners, The Great
Captain’s Island Corporation, de¬
scribed their plans for aclubhouse
at the Western or narrower end of
the is land wh ich wou ld inc lude an
elaborate ballroom, trophy room,
dining room and card rooms. Out¬
door facilities would include tennis,
handball and volleyball courts; cro-

(Continued on page 10)

B e f o r e t h e F a l l

Sell it they did. and on adate that,
ironically enough, was the 60th an¬
niversary of this country 's first "Black
Friday” financial panic. September
24. More important, it yvas but five
y v e e k s b e f o r e t h e O c t o b e r 2 9 m a r k e t

c r a s h o f 1 9 2 9 . h e a d l i n e i n t h e

Greenyvich Graphic announced the
s a l e o f t h e i s l a n d f o r $ 7 5 0 , 0 0 0 . T h i s

is hard to believe, yve knoyv, that’s

why yve have attempted to reproduce
the heading from amicrofilm found
i n t h e G r e e n w i c h L i b r a r y . T h e l e a d

S u m m e r N o t e s ANtiQiiE::sHFPdy V*0CfRCLE c
r s y mT 2 0 E S

from the

if.#,■ s w e - c CIRCLE ANTIQUE SHOP
fi.

P e r i o d C h i n e s e B l a c k L e a t h e r Tr u n k
B R A S S T R I M

37" Slant Top Desk, Brown Mahogany
A M E R I C A N - C I R C A 1 8 2 0

f A

I ‘ ' - L

i
i m ,

T O w n s e n d 9 - 3 3 8 61 2 W e s t P u t n a m A v e n u e
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Great Captain's Island ,
(Continued from pa<!.e 9)

quet, lawn bowling and bresette
(sic). (Idave no idea what “bre\--
ett” is, sounds somewhat like the
game of pulling rank. )

H a m m a c K e / i ' S c h l e m m c ^

T h e S h o w G o e s O n

Despite the Wall Street panic
which shortly followed that optimis¬
t i c a n d a m b i t i o u s a n n o u n c e m e n t , t h e

developers followed through with
their plans: the clubhouse was built,
the grounds were cleared of drift¬
wood and debris h>' acrew' of 45
m e n , a s e a s l e d a n d a c r u i s e r w ' e r e

bought to pros ide transportation, ca¬
banas were constructed, jetties built,
and by February 19o0 the organizers
of the club were happih' sending out
news releases describing rosy days
to come at Great Captain’s Island,
w'ith sessions of fishing and duck
shooting and “clambakes and corn
roasts under moonlight skies.”

On Decoration Day the new club
opened as scheduled, and an elabo¬
r a t e a f f a i r i t w a s . M r s . M a r s h a l l r e ¬

calls afamous orchestra imported
from New' York which played every
evening throughout the summer. The
orchestra pit, according to abro¬
c h u r e , w a s b u i l t l i k e t h e s t e r n o f a

yacht and the dining salon had a
multi-colored lighting s\ stem which
diffused the light over the dancers
into ever-changing color effects. In
between dances one could enjoy the
v i e w s f r o m t h e 1 6 - f o o t w i d e a w n -

inged porches —260 feet of them.
Lamp posts, spotted here and there,
provided light for those who wished
to stroll down the dock or along the
w i d e b o a r d w a l k s .

Hanging Chair. Woven rattan with heavy spring for mounting on
tree, roof, ceiling Kazan flame fabric. Ideal for your patio or
porch Sturdy but Iight--weather resistant, Soft tufted seat and
b a c k , D o u b l e m o d e l w i t h s t a n d . .

Single model with stand ,
, . 2 7 9 . 9 5

1 4 9 . 9 5

Bird Bath Fountain. Just plug
in this self-contained fountain.
Submersible pump. 40 lbs. 24
dia. Stand 25” high

Hurricane Lamp. Wrought iron
b a s e i n b l a c k fi n i s h w i t h h a n d

blown chimney. 32” high. Use
i n d o o r s o r o u t

I I

1 5 0 . 0 0 8 9 . 5 0

Depress ion Days

Unfortunately, tbe bubble soon
b u r s t . N o a m o u n t o f s o f t m u s i c o r

diffused light could hide the stark
reality of those days, the Depression.
By 1932 the club had fallen victim
to foreclosure proceedings, the prop¬
erty going to the Twin C. Holding
Corporation.

The continuing Depression and the
start of World War II ended any
hopes of success as aresort, and by
1944 the property w'as again fore¬
c l o s e d , t h i s t i m e b v t h e To w n o f

Carolina Rope Hammock of hand-woven white cotton twill twine,
2hooks, 2-4 ft. chains for hanging between posts, trees: 60x84
hammock, 14)'2'
54x82”, 13’.,..

I I

3 9 . 9 5overa 11

29,95 48x80”, 12’,..........
42x74”to fit portable stand.19.95 Portable metaI stand

2 4 . 9 5
1 0 . 0 0

H a m m G c K e / i / S c K l e m m e / v
145 East 57fh St., New York, N.Y. 10022 Eldorado 5-1200
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' C r t ' e m v i c l i , w h i c l i t o o k i t o \ ( ' r f o r

non -pay i iR ' i i t o f tuxes
w o r t h . v S o o i i a f t e r t h i s , t h e P o r t -

Cfreeii Corporation houuht the island
for S20..561 l)iit announced that they
had no plans for its use until after
t h e w a r .

■S 19,061

Plummer 5Tlc Cutche)̂ u
A F r e a k A c c i d e n t

.\t war’s end the corporation op¬
e r a t e d t h e f o r m e r c l u b h o u s e a s a c a ¬
s i n o , I n i t t h i s , t o o , w a s a s h o r t - l i v e d
N ' e n t u r e , f o r i n 1 9 4 7 t h e c a s i n o w a s

destroyed by afreak accident. ,-V
Coast Guard plane, while on anieht
search for aniissiii”; plane, dropped
aflare and —you Guessed it —the
w h o l e c l u b b u r n e d d o w n . T h e P o r t -

Green Corporation later sued the
G o v e r n m e n t f o r S 1 5 0 . 0 0 0 . M ’ e w e r e
u n a b l e t o c h e c k t h e o u t c o m e .

The next purchasers of the island,
the ,\erotec Corporation, who paid
S17.500 in July 1955, had barel\- ta¬
ken possession when another devas¬
tating fire hit. The compain- got the
word about the fire on the da\' after
its plant on the Byram River had
been a l l bu t washed awa \ - i n t he f a¬
mous floods of October. 1955. Ed¬
ward Pegg of ,\erotec, president of
the company’s Great Captain’s Is¬
land Club, recalled, 'TVhen w-e heard
about that fire on the island we were
all tr\'ing to mop up the Byram River
and al l we could t l i ink about was,
TVhy couldn't some of those flames
come over here and help us get dried
ou t ! ’ ”

The fire had been discovered by
Coast Guard members, who were sta¬
tioned across the lagoon from the
bathhouses. It was totally out of
control by the time Fire Chief Pot¬
ter and Fireman John Crowle reach¬
ed the island b\- police boat. The
b o a r d w a l k , c a b a n a s a n d a n o l d
powerhouse were amass of flames.

A

. '

C o f f e e a n d T e a S e r v i c e . F i v e

duction, with rosewood handles.
piece set in sterling. Georgian repro-

F e d e r a l t a x I n c l u d e d 5 5 0 . 0 0

We have been in the habit of eliminating the troubles of brides
and grooms for generations. Our Bride’s Register is traditional.

It is so comforting for the couple and for parents, when rushed
decisions are so precarious, to depend upon the calm
of trustworthy experts.

Here at Plummer McCutcheon one may select sterling flatware
from 150 patterns, sterling or Sheffield hollow ware. Choose from
nearly 200 designs in china. See our collections in crystal. We
have been famous since 1855 for linens: basics, complete trous¬
seaux. Count upon us for the correct in hand-engraved wedding
stat ionery.

W’e not only show superb wares on our shelves but also, as a
wedding present, furnish those subtle touches of personal service
that cannot be purchased in terms of money.

You’ll always find Impeccable Taste at

a s s u r a n c e

C o t t a g e C o l o n y

Despite fire and fl(X)d. .-Verotec
went ahead with its-plans to develop
the island into a\acation colonx' for

its employees. In the hopes of build¬
ing 25 cabana t\pe cottages, they
sought zoning \-ariations the follow¬
ing .May, applying to the Planning
and Zoning Commission for drastic
variances in zoning, asking the Com-

(Contimicd on page 61)
J u n e , 1 9 6 5

^Hummer 3Tlc CaitcHê n
3East 57th Street, New York, N.Y. 10022, Eldorado 5-1000
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I n o t h e r \ e a r. s , i t h a s b e e n n e c e s ¬

sary to saw (jfF atew let't before anv
ol the x'ouii ' j : l i i iskies succeeded in
sendina the caber spinnim;.

The massing of the bands at the
close of the day-loim competition,
whicli has camera tans hard at work
snapping pictures, hriims the Games
to aspectacular climax.

Last year’s competition drew arec¬
ord 400 contestants from as far north
a s To r o n t o a n d . M o n t r e a l . C a n a d a ,
and as far south as M'ilmington. Del¬
aware. \ying for top honors in 45
different events. XaturalK'. prizes
and ass'ards are presented to the win¬
n e r s .

y
i L L L I O T T W . S C H O F I E L D , ( h v n r r T O 9 - 5 2 3 0

♦
Porch Shades
In te r io r Shu t te rs♦

t
♦ — S h a d e s —

S t o r m W i n d o w s
Ve n e t i a n B l i n d s1S t i l l a t

1 2 5 M A S O N S T R E E T♦
5?

● < 5© ● Hfc » V -■ r j

wJuK‘ 4has particular significance
for tlie Games. It was on that date.
Mr. Francis points out. back in 1320.
that the first record gathering of the
clans took place in Arbroath .\bbev
where the owners of the estates in
Scotland, with the roar of the North
Sea in their ears and the smell of
burnt homes in their nostrils, met to
r e a f fi r m t h e i r f r e e d o m .

"The Games, with its picnic-like
atmosphere, is fun for \oungsters as
well as grown-ups." .Mr. Francis said.
"It's an ec-ent of gaietx' and frolic for
a l l . "

>■

Decor/^ve FaIrics CaIoREI
7oo DiFF£R£NT FAlTM.RNS’ t -SoLoKi
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' 0A
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W H I R L P O O L
P H I L C O
Y O R K

AIR CONDITIONERS i
Captain’s Island

(Continued from paste 11)
miss ion to rezone the i s land f rom
half acre lots to those of 7.500 square
f e e t .

C H E L S E A A T T I C L A N S

I N S T A L L A T I O N A N D S E R V I C E

For more than a\ear the question
of zoning, sanitation problems and
what -no t w 'as shu t t l ed abou t f rom
o n e c o m m i t t e e t o a n o t h e r , t h e n i n

June 1957 .\erotec receixed permis¬
sion to build sex’en cabanas and a
bathhouse, w i th 10 cabanas to be
added in the future. Membership in
the corporation’s club to be limited
to 400.

The cabana-cottages were built
and for the past eight summers
the\'’ve been happily occupied b>-
.Yerotec’s club member employees.
Needless to say, thev’re regretful
about the recent sale of their vaca¬
tion island, but some, like Mr. Pegg
of Port Chester, may not give up the
pleasures of Great Captain’s Island.
His solution is asimple one: just
m o \ - e t o G r e e n w i c h !

J u n e , 1 9 G 5

T H E S U T T O A O I L C O .
161 Lewis Street T O w n s e n d 9 - 3 8 3 0

Greenwich, Connect icut
A

Fast Efficient Repair Service L a m p s

Small AppliancesIBy Our Own Staff of Experts
A l l S e r v i c e m e n i n U n i f o r m

P H O N E T O 9 - 9 3 0 0
H o o v e r C l e a n e r s

R a d i o s a n d T VG R E E N W I C H E L E C T R I C C O M PA N Y
262 Greenw ich Avenue

Washing Machines
Dryers

Elec t r i c Ranges

D i s h w a s h e r s

Refrigerators

E l e c t r i c a l

Contracting1 I
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