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oeacRiyE tiTe p«t»ENt *nH opioinal (It fcnotfn) pMvsical appeahance

' n M o v e d

The Port Taber Dlatrlotp located in Port Rodman Military Reservation on Clark
P o i n t , N e w B e d f o r d , i n c l u d e s s i x s i g n i fi c a n t s t r u c t u r e 3 - - F o r t Ta b o r a n d fi v e
ma jo r gun emp lacemen ts . Whar f Road , t he p r imary access to t he d i s t r i c t ,
p a r a l l e l s B a t t e r y B a r t o n - Wa l c o t t ( 2 ) , B a t t e r y G a s t o n a n d t h e f o r t i t s e l f ; a
macadam road g ives access to Bat tery Cross, Bat tery Cra ig and Bat tery Bar ton-
Walcot t (1) . The area surrounding the dist r ic t consists of sea- level p la in
w i t h s c a t t e r e d p a t c h e s o f g r a s s a n d A u s t r i a n p i n e . A w a t e r t r e a t m e n t p l a n t
(not included in this submission) has recently been constructed at the tip of

C l a r k ' s P o i n t , d i r e c t l y s o u t h - e a s t o f t h e f o r t .

I

F o r t T a b e r i s a s e v e n - s i d e d s t r u c t u r e w i t h a fi v e - s i d e d i n t e r i o r c o u r t . I t i s
three stories high, constructed of large, rectangular blocks of hand-cut gran it*
s e t i n r e g u l a r p a t t e r n s . T h e d e p t h o f t h e f o r t f r o m t h e e x t e r i o r t o t h e i n t e r i <
wa l l i s abou t fo r ty -five fee t ; the te r rep le in cons is ts o f ear th fi l l approx i¬
m a t e l y t w o a n d o n e - h a l f t o f o u r f e e t d e e p . T h e s e a w a r d e l e v a t i o n s o f t h e f o r t
( no r th -eas t , sou th -eas t and sou th s i des ) a re b roken by "To t t en -c l ass " embra¬
sures, believed to be the only example of this class of gunport in the New
England region. The landward elevation of the fort (north-west side) is broken'
by musketry loopholes and amassive sally-port (the only entrance to the stru--,
ture) which is flanked by pilasters supporting an entablature and alow pedimsnl

The interior wall on four sides of the court consists of aseries of large ar:he
each one forming one s ide o f an in ter io r room wi th gran i te wa l ls and an arche3
b r i c k c e i l i n g c o v e r e d w i t h m a s t i c ,
p l o y m e n t a n d a m m u n i t i o n s t o r a g e ,
bar racks , has a rhy tJ im ic pa t te rn o f door and w indow open ings wh ich g ive ou t o i tq
a b a l c o n y I s u p p o r t e d b y fl u t e d s t e e l c o l u m n s w i t h l e a f - l i k e d e s i g n s o n t h e
capi ta ls. The inter ior wal ls of the for t are surrounded at the top by asteel

- ca t -wa l k moun ted on b racke ts»■ The re a re two i n te r i o r sp i ra l s ta i rways , con¬
structed of hand-cut triangular pieces of granite. The structure remains in *
good repair, though afew granite blocks in isolated sections have been pulle3
apart at the construction joints by the formation of ice during the winter '
m o n t h s .

T h e s e r o o m s w e r e u s e d f o r a r t i l l e r y d e -
T h e fi f t h ( n o r t h - w e s t ) s i d e , o n c e u s e d a s (

f ' .

All five gun emplacements are constructed of reinforced concrete with asphaltic
e x p a n s i o n j o i n t s a n d a r e f a c e d w i t h e a r t h ; a l l h a v e s t e e l a n d i r o n h a r d w a r e .
Ba t te r i res Bar ton -Wa lco t t (1 ) »^nd (2 ) were bu i l t i n 1898-99 ; o rdnance cons i s t ; d
of one 8-inch disappearing rifle at each emplacement. Battery Gaston was built
i n 1 8 9 9 - 1 9 0 0 ; , o r d n a n c e c o n s i s t e d o f t w o 3 - i n c h r a p i d - fi r e r i fl e s o n b a l a n c e d -
p i l l a r m o u n t s . B a t t e r i e s C r a i g a n d C r o s s w e r e b u i l t b e t w e e n 1 8 9 9 a n d l 9 0 l ;
o rdnance a t each emplacement cons is ted o f two 5 - inch rap id -fi re r i fles mounte 3
o n b a r b e t t e - c a r r i a g e s .

* ■ :
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T h e F o r t Ta b e r D i s t r i c t i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f A m e r i c a n
c o a s t a l f o r t i fi c a t i o n s f r o m t h e R e v o l u t i o n a r y p e r i o d t h r o u g h t h e m i d - 2 0 t h
c e n t u r y . F o r t T a b e r i t s e l f i s a n e x a m p l e o f t h e f o r t s c o n s t r u c t e d i n t h e
n o r t h e a s t e r n U n i t e d S t a t e s d u r i n g " t h e C i v i l Wa r a n d r e m a i n s i n a r e m a r k a b l e
s t a t e o f p r e s e r v a t i o n .

« / i

O

T h e o r i g i n a l f o r t i fi c a t i o n s a t t h i s s i t e c o n s i s t e d o f a s e r i e s o f e a r t h w o r k s
built during the American Revolution and mounted with six 24-pound cannon.
N o i m p r o v e m e n t s w e r e m a d e i n t h e s e f o r t i fi c a t i o n s u n t i l t h e l a t e 1 8 5 0 ' s

O
when civil war appeared eminent. In 1858, the Federal government purchased
the land at Clark's Point and in May, 1861, the War Department began constrti
t ion of Fort Taber. The init ial designs for the fort were drawn by Major
Richard Delafield, author of The Art of War in Europe -1854-56, which becan<
astandard reference for American Coastal fort ificat ions in the period 1861-
1 8 8 0 .

1 3

O '

Major Delafield was assisted in his work on Fort Taber by Captain
Robert E. lee, who as General Lee led the Cohfederate●forces during the Civi!

Actual construction of the fort was supervised by Colonel Henry Martyn
Robertst ;While on duty here, he wrote Roberts' Rules of Parliamentary Pro¬
cedure, the standard reference on this subject. New Bedford's "Great Stone
F lee t " , wh i ch assemb led unde r t he guns o f Fo r t Tabe r, dea l t aseve re b low to
the Confederacy wi th i ts b lockade o f the ent rances to Char les ton and Savanna!
Harbors in la te 1861 and ear ly 1862.
Confederate Shenandoah failed only because the ship could not pass Fort Tabeu
g u n s t o e n t e r N e w B e d f o r d H a r b o r .

W a r .

U J

L U

A p l a n n e d r e t a l i a t o r y a t t a c k b y t h e

Following the Civil War, Fort Taber remained empty until 1892, when the City
of New Bedford petitioned the War Department for use of the property,
ques t was g ran ted and For t Taber became Mar ine Park , a favo r i t e rec rea t ion
area for the city. However, at the outbreak of the Spanish American War in
1898, the Army recllamed the fort, rehabilitated and garrisoned it.
years from 1098 to 1901, five major gun emplacements—Batteries Barton-Walcoft
(1) and (2), Craig, Cross and Gaston—were constructed to add to the defenses

o f t h e f o r t .

I a n d I I , b u t i n 1 9 4 7 t h e f o r t w a s d e c l a r e d o b s o l e t e a s a d e f e n s e i n s t a l l a t i c
Since that time. Fort Tciber has been used as atraining center by the Army,
Navy and Marine Corps and most recently served as aJob Corps Center.

T h e r <

I n t h e

Further improvements were made in Fort Taber during World Wars

The City of New Bedford is now in the process of acquiring Fort Taber from
t h e F e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t a n d p l a n s t o r e h a b i l i t a t e t h e a r e a f o r u s e a s a
mi l i tary musevim and park.
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N a t i i - M i . i l A r c h i v e s , F o r t i fi c a t i o n s D i v i s i o n ,

at Clark’s Point (later Fort Rodman), New Bedford, Massachusetts, 1846-191- .
P l a n s a n d E l e v a t i o n s o f t h e F o r t

New Bedford City Counci l Records, 1857-1898.
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F O R T T A B E R

N e w B e d f o r d , M A

C O N S T R U C T I O N C H R O N O L O G Y

Old Road or Propr ie tor 's Way to C lark 's Po in t
l a i d o u t .

B r i t i s h L a n d a t C l a r k ' s C o v e a n d b u r n N e w
B e d f o r d .

1 7 1 7 .

1 7 7 8

o f O l d R o a d t o C l a r k ' s P o i n tR e - s u r v e y1 7 9 2

a t C l a r k ' s P o i n t d e e d e d t o U S b yL i g h t h o u s e
F r a n c i s A l l e n .

1 8 0 0

Appropriation of $56,000 by Congress for
f o ^ r fi c a t i o n s a t N e w B e d f o r d .

Plan of aFort Projected by the Board^of^
f o r t h e o c c u p a t i o n o f C l a r k ' s P o i n t ,

1 8 4 6

1 8 4 8 D e c
E n g i n e e r s
N e w B e d f o r d H a r b o r .

Clark' s. Point Road, apleasure drive, laid out
b y t h e C i t y .

S i t e S u r v e y b e g u n b y C a p t .
US~ l i ng inee rs .

1 8 5 3

H . W . B e n h a m o f1 8 5 7 J u l y

L a n d a t C l a r k ' s P o i n t t o U S a c q u i r e d
B i x b y .

Deed for
f o r $ 7 8 , 0 0 0 f o r s i x t y a c r e s f r o m B . H .

1 8 5 7 S e p t

C u l l u m , U SC o m m a n d a s s u m e d b y C a p t . G . W.
, " P r e s e n t O p e r a t i o n s d o n ' t j u s t i f y

t he expend i t u re o f pub l i c

1 8 5 8 M a y
E n g i n e e r s

f u n d s a t c u r r e n t

p r i c e s .

w i l l n o t s o o n b e c o m m e n c e dF o r t i fi c a t i o n s
a c c o r d i n g t o C u l l u m .

1 8 5 8 J u n e

Agreement for. New Cut-Off al lowing use of pleasure
road by New Bedford citizens resolving the title
and roads dispute--"the only matters which^have
d e f e r r e d c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e F o r t a t C l a r k ' s
P o i n t " , s a y s C u l l u m .

Operations proposed to commence in August in-
5 T u d F “ c o n s t F u c t i o n o f . . . " t h e p r o p o s e d n e w
R o a d o r C u t - O f f , p u t u p f e n c e s , b u i l d t h e

1 8 5 9 J u n e

1 8 5 9 J u l y

2



a n d

b e f o r e w i n t e r
w h a r f f o r r e c e p t i o n o f m a t e r i a l s ,
p e r h a p s m a k e s o m e
. . . " - C u l l u m .

e x c a v a t i o n s

C h a r l e s H . B i g e l o wA s s i s t a n t E n g i n e e r C a p t .
o T I ^ a w r e n c e a p p o i n t e d .

1 8 5 9 A u g

Pier proposed and b ids for supply of s tone
H o i s t s f o r e r e c t i n g s t o n e w o r k

M a i n e .

of proposed piers for wharf call for

1 8 5 9 D e c

for wharf. 
s o u g h t i n B u c k s p o r t ,

E x p e n s e
r e v i s i o n s .

De r r i c ks o rde red f r om Wash ing ton s i x t y f oo t
boom to be used~on For t , fo r ty - foo t Der r ick
u s e d o n w h a r f .

1 8 6 0 J a n

1 8 6 0 A p r i l

Stone delivery and specifications negotiated ●
with~A. Simpson Quarries, Sullivan, Maine.

1 8 6 0 M a y

Wharf Construct ion delayed by East wind.
D e r r i c k s d i p p e d f r o m W a s h i n g t o n .

1 8 6 0 J u n e

End ing June 30 , 1860
a n d R a i l

R e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s
Annual Repor t . New Cut -Off , Whar f ,
B e d fi n i s h e d , s t o n e c u t .

1 8 6 0 S e p t

r e c e i v e d a t s i t e a s p e r v o u c h e r t o
c e a s e f o r v / i n t e r .

S t o n e

S u l l i v a n , M a i n e .
1 8 6 0 D e c

O p e r a t i o n s

D i f fi c u l t y i n p r o c u r i n gO p e r a t i o n s m i n i m a l ,
f u n d s a n t i c i p a t e d .

E a r t h w o r k f o r t i fi c a t i o n b e g u n b y C i t y l a b o r e r s
u n d e r S u p e r i n t e n d e n t A s h l e y,

e a r t h w o r k s o f fi c i a l l y d e d i c a t e d b y
c i t y. F To r t y - m a n a r t i l l e r y c o m p a n y m a n s
three twenty-four pounders and two twelve
pound rifled cannons. Cement being ordered
f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n o f m a i n f o r t .

1 8 6 1 J a n

A p r i l

F o r t T a b e rM a y

S t o n e d i s c r e p a n c i e s f r o m d r a w i n g s a r e c a u s e
f o r m i n o r r e v i s i o n s

Alterations to original_design referred to
D r a w i n g 2 w i t h e x p l a n a t i o n s .

J u n e
E c o u r s e .

J u l y
t o

A u g

s t o n e , a n d i r o nB i l l s o f L a d i n g f o r c e m e n t ,
r e f e r r e d t o .

S e p t

3



Delay o f s tone sh ipment s lows const ruc t ion.1 8 6 1 O c t

1 1 1 h e a l t h o f C a p t . B i g e l o w c a u s e s r e q u e s t
f o r r e l i e f f r o m d u t y .

1 8 6 2 M a r c h

D e l a y o f c o n s t r u c t i o n ' . c a u s e d b y B i g e l o w ' s
c r i t i c a l i l l n e s s .
D e a t h o f B i g e l o w c a u s e s s u s p e n s i o n o f c o n ¬
s t r u c t i o n w h i l e m o d i fi c a t i o n o f p l a n s a r e
m a d e t o a l l o w m o u n t i n g - o f l a r g e r g u n s f o r
u p p e r l e v e l s .
A p p o i n t m e n t o f L i e u t . H . M . R o b e r t , E n g i n e e r
t o r e p l a c e B i g e l o w .

P i p e f o r d r a i n s d i s c u s s e d ,
o v e r g a l v a n i z e d .
5 0 0 , 0 0 0 b r i c k s t o b e s u p p l i e d t o s i t e .
A s p h a l t s a m p l e s o l i c i t e d f o r w a t e r p r o o fi n g .

A l t e r a t i o n s e x p l a i n e d , r e f . D r a w i n g 2 a r e :
v e n t i l a t o r s . M a g a z i n e d o o r s , r o o f s u r f a c e s ,
b r i c k f u r r i n g , g u n e m b r a s u r e s , e t c .

B r i c k C o n t r a c t a w a r d e d t o J a m e s H a r l o w & C o .
B r e w e r , M a i n e .

Stone Samples requested of Q. C. Sargent of
Q u i n c y, M A t o m a t c h o r i g i n a l m a t e r i a l d u e t o
" u n e x p e c t e d t e r m i n a t i o n o f c o n t r a c t " .

D e c i s i o n t o R a i s e S e c o n d T i e r o f c a s e m a t e s i s
m a d e .

A l t e r a t i o n s t o o r i g i n a l d e s i g n .
R e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :

t t i ng s tone fo r i n te r i o r casemate a rches and
m a g a z i n e ; m a k i n g p a t t e r n s a n d c e n t e r s f o r
c a s e m a t e a r c h e s ; h a u l i n g m a t e r i a l f r o m c i t y ;
g a t h e r i n g c o n c r e t e m a t e r i a l .
S t o n e c u t t i n g a t S i m p s o n ' s q u a r r y h a l t e d o n
s c a r p a n d a r c h s t o n e o r d e r e d b e f o r e c h a n g e s
i n p l a n s .

A o r i l

C a s t I r o n f a v o r e d
B r i c k B i d s s o l i c i t e d f o r

M a y

J u n e

1 8 6 2 J u l y

D e c

1 8 6 3 F e b

P l a n s s e n t .

R a i s i n g o f F o r t D e r r i c k s ;
c u

B r i c k B i d s s o l i c i t e d f o r s u p p l y i n g 6 0 0 , 0 0 0
A d p l a c e d i n " B o s t o n D a i l y J o u r n a l " ,

o f w o r k a s i t i s t h e
P l a n s a n d E l e v a t i o n s
s e n t t o A . S i m p s o n ,

1 8 6 3 M a r c h
b r i c k s .
P l a n s a n d E l e v a t i o n s
i n t e n t i o n n o w t o b u i l d i t " :
o f " K " a n d " L " c o u r s e s , e t c .
s t o n e q u a r r y i n S u l l i v a n , M a i n e .
R e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
F o r F o r t D e r r i c k s ,
s t o n e f o r i n t e r i o r c a s e m a t e a r c h e s a n d m a g a z i n e s ;
m a k i n g c e n t e r s f o r c a s e m a t e a r c h e s ; h a u l i n g
m a t e r i a l f r o m c i t y .

S e t t i n g a n c h o r i n g s t o n e
l a y i n g fl a g g i n g ; c u t t i n g

4



s e c t - i . o n s , a n d e l e v a t i o n s
o f r o o f s u r f a c e s a n d b a r b e t t e

T r a c i n g s o f p l a n s ,
r e c e i v e d ; p l a n
f o r t h c o m i n g .
Magazine Room: A n s w e r t o i n q u i r y s t a t e s : ^
" the re ' i s 400 cub ic fee t i n the fie ld work
outside the fort, and'.4 00cubic feet in City
P o w d e r H o u s e ; n o n e a t t h e f o r t .
Report of Operations—Laying flagging and
setting curbing in casemates; setting pier
and service magazine stone; cutting stone for
magazine and piers; making centers for casemate
and communicat ion arches; put t ing in forms

t o o l s a n d m a c h i n e r y ;

1 8 6 3 A p r i l

for concrete; repairing ^ _
making concrete for flagging; hauling materia
f r o m c i t y .

Temporary Barracks for 120 men reportedly are
to be erec ted a t C lark 's Po in t by Quar termaster.
Report of Operations: Flagging casemates; lay¬
ing scarp and pier stone; building service
magazine; altering privy vaults; cutting stone
for serv ice magazine and p iers; making Derr icK
and Crab; mak ing centers for arches; concret ing
for flagging, scarp, and foundations of quarters
on gorge; gathering and break.ing concrete
m a t e r i a l a n d h a u l i n g m a t e r i a l ' f r o m c i t y.

1 8 6 3 M a y

Laying service magazineR e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
a n d P i e r S t o n e a n d l o o p h o l e s t o n e o n g o r g e ;
b u i l d i n g p a r t i t i o n w a l l s i n q u a r t e r s ;
casemate and communication arches; arching
Service Magazine; cutting stone for Service
Magazine; Pier Stone; skewbacks for Communication
Arches; making and putting in concrete for

a n d m o v i n g m a t e r i a l .

1 8 6 3 J u n e

t u r n i n g

fl a g g i n g , e t c , r e c e i v i n g
One Service Magazine is completed and fi l led

f o u r C o m m u n i c a t i o n A r c h e s
t e n - i n c h C o l u m b i a d s m o u n t e d .

w i t h a m m u n i t i o n ,
c o m p l e t e d a n d n i n e

Report of Operations: S e t t i n g s t o n e f o r m a i n
magazines, piers, scarp wall on gorge; making
For t Der r ick and casemate centers ; concre t ing
top of casemate arches; flagging casemates;
receiving and moving material. Five casemate
arches have been completed and one gun mounted.
A l l t e n g u n s a r e n o w m o u n t e d .
Annual Report: T h e fi r s t t i e r o f E m b r a s u r e s
h a s b e e n c o n s t r u c t e d a n d 1 8 o f t h e p i e r s
to full height to receive the casemate arches.
On the gorge the sills of the loopholes^^havebeen laid, the scarp being at ref .,.(7 '-2") and

a l l t h e o t h e r f r o n t s ( 2 1 ' - 2 " ) . T h e p i e r s
n e a r l y c o m p l e t e d .

1 8 6 3 J u l y

r a i s e d

o n

a n d p a r t i t i o n w a l l s o n g o r g e a r e
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T h e c a s e m a t e fl a g g i n g i s a l l l a i d f o r t h e
fi r s t t i e r e x c e p t i n g a f e w f e e t a b o u t o n e ^

a r e l a i d .d e r r i c k a n d a l l t h e t r a v e r s e r a i l s
One Service I-lagazine has been constructed and
t h e w a l l s o f t h e t w o m a i n m a g a z i n e s

T h e f o u n d a t i o n f o r ' t h e
t h e n r e l a i d

a r e m o r e

t h a n h a l f c o m p l e t e d ,
gorge parade wal l was la id,
when t he dep th o f t he go rge casema tes was
i n c r e a s e d t e n f e e t . T h e B o u n d a r y W a l l h a s
been completed. There has been la id dur ing
the year"1537 cubic yards of cut stone and^
436 cubic yards of concrete and 100,000 brick
. . .The work is 'gar r isoned wi th acompany of
H e a v y A r t i l l e r y .

L a y i n g s e r v i c e a n dR e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
main Magazine and loop hole stone; turning
casemate and communication arches and l ining

w i t h b r i c k ; m a k i n g f o r t d e r r i c k s

1 8 6 3 A u g

m a g a z i n e s
and centers; concret ing top of casemate arches
and receiv ing and moving mater ia l ,

emate arches have been turned making in
T h e r e a r e t e n g u n s

F o u r m o r e

c a s

a l l , n i n e c o m p l e t e d ,
n o w m o u n t e d .

Lay i ng ma in magaz ine ,
" c o u r s e ; t u r n i n g

R e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
^ i e r a n d s c a r p s t o n e

a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n a r c h e s a n d a r c h e s
o v e r s e r v i c e a n d m a i n m a g a z i n e s ;
a z i n e s a n d c o m p l e t i n g b r i c k p i e r s o n g o r g e ;
making centers for casemate and quarters arches;
concreting top of casemate arches; materials.
Five more casemate arches have been completed
making four teen in a l l now completed.

1 8 6 3 S e p t
K

c a s e m a t e
l i n i n g m a g -

Laying main magazine,
t u r n i n g c a s e m a t e

R e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
p a r a d e w a l l a n d s c a r p s t o n e ;
a n d b a s t i o n a r c h e s ; t u r n i n g i n v e r t e d a r c h a t
gateway and lining main magazines; making

f o r b a s t i o n a n d c a s e m a t e a r c h e s ;
c a v a t i n g a n d c o n c r e t i n g a b o u t g a t e w a y ; c o n ¬
creting top of casemate arches. The arches

1 1 t h e c a s e m a t e s o f t h e fi r s t t i e r ( 2 4
i n n u m b e r ) a r e n o w c o m p l e t e d w i t h t h e e x ¬
ception of three which want the stone front
on parade; as are also the arches over both^

1 0 c a s e m a t e s a n d o n e m a g a z i n e
T h e c o n c r e t e

1 8 6 3 O c t

e x ¬c e n t e r s

o v e r a

m a m m a g a z i n e s ,
a r c h t u r n e d d u r i n g t h e m o n t h ,
i s l a i d o v e r a l l t h e a r c h e s b u t t h r e e , t o t h e
r e f ( 2 3 ’ - 6 " ) o r t h e l e v e l n e c e s s a r y t o r e c e i v e
t h e fl a g g i n g f o r s e c o n d t i e r ,
h a l f t h e A r c h e s a t t h e s c a r p a r e c l o s e d . . .
t h e r e m a i n d e r w i l l b e t e m p o r a r i l y c l o s e d .

T h e e n d s o f
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Report of Operations: L a y i n g c a s e m a t e a r c h ,
m a i n m a g a z i n e ; ~ g a t e w a y, a n d s c a r p s t o n e ;
c lean ing and po in t ing casemate arches; lay ing
quarter arches; covering work, erecting and
r e m o v i n g c e n t e r s ; c o n c r e t i n g t o p c a s e m a t e

T h e s t o n e f r o n t s o f ’

1 8 6 3 N o v

a n d q u a r t e r a r c h e s ,
a l l t h e c a s e m a t e s a r e n o w l a i d ( c a s e m a t e s
e n t i r e l y c o m p l e t e d ) ; t h e a n t e - c h a m b e r s t o
t h e m a i n m a g a z i n e s a n d a r c h e s o v e r t h r e e
o f t h e q u a r t e r c a s e m a t e s a r e c o m p l e t e d ,
c o n c r e t e h a s b e e n l a i d o n a l l t h e a r c h e s t h a t

t u r n e d t o t h e l e v e l n e c e s s a r y t o r e c e i v e
T h e e n t i r e m a s o n r y

T h e

a r e

s e c o n d t i e r o f fl a g g i n g ,
h a s b e e n c o v e r e d w i t h a p l a n k r o o f u s i n g
5 0 , 0 0 0 f e e t o f o n e - i n c h b o a r d s ,
r o o f i s a b o u t 2 0 0 o n e - h o r s e c a r t l o a d s o f
seaweed spread over.the concrete (24 gun

e n t i r e l y r e a d y f o r C o l u m b i a d s
C o l u m b i a d

U n d e r t h i s

r o o m s a r e n o w

a n d t h e t w o fl a n k c a s e m a t e s r e a d y ,
t e s t fi r i n g . )

C lean ing casema te andR e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
magazine arches; underpinning Lighthouse
Keeper's dwelling; making centers for second
t i e r ; b u i l d i n g s t o n e c u t t e r s s h e d , a n d r e p a r r -
ing L igh thouse Keeper ' s dwe l l ing ,
at the gateway has been laid this month to
r e f .
r e c e i v e d t o o l a t e t o l a y t h e e n t i r e g a t e w a y .
The Lighthouse Keeper's residence has been
moved and placed in acondition fully equal
t o t h a t w h i c h i t w a s i n b e f o r e .

1 8 6 3 D e c

T h e s c a r p

( l l ' - l O " ) , t h o u g h c u t , t h e s t o n e s w e r e

R a i s i n g t h e d e r r i c k s ;R e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s ;
cutting stone for main and service magazines
P i e r s t o n e f o r s e c o n d t i e r ; m a k i n g p a t t e r n s

■ f o r s e c o n d t i e r ; r e p a i r i n g h o r s e c a r t s ; b u i l d ¬
ing wall around Lighthouse Keeper's dwelling;
hau l i ng s tone f r om Gu t te r ' s Ledge . (Ten
of these casemates are now occupied v;ith ten-inch
Columbiads. One Serv ice magaz ine is fin ished
(temporari ly) and fil led with ammunit ion,

a n d t w o m a i n

1 8 6 4 J a n a n d

T h e r e m a i n i n g s e r v i c e m a g a z i n e
magazines are completed except woodwork—should
h a v e b e e n i n N o v e m b e r R e p o r t ) .

C u t t i n g m a g a z i n e , p i e r ,R e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
casemate, and Recess Arch Stone; repair ing
car ts ; mak ing pa t te rns fo r second t i e r ; mak ing
Serv ice Magazine doors; breaking stone for
concrete; hauling stone from Ledge. Owing_
to impossibi l i ty of gett ing rough stone this

1 8 6 4 F e b
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m o n t h a n d e x h a u s t i o n o f s t o c k o n h a n d , b u t
l i t t l e w o r k h a s b e e n d o n e .

L a y i n g s t o n e a b o u t
s t o n e f o r M a g a z i n e s a n d .

R e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
g a t e w a y ; c u t t i n g :
C a s e m a t e a r c h e s ; m a k i n g d o o r s f o r a n d
floor ing S . Magaz ine ; mak ing cen te rs fo r
s e c o n d t i e r C a s e m a t e A r c h e s , a n d s t o n e
patterns; uncover ing work and moving

T h e r e h a v e b e e n a f e w s t o n e l a i d
the gateway and the work has been partly

u n c o v e r e d .

1 8 6 4 M a r c h

m a t e r i a l .
o n

L a y i n g s i d e w a l l sR e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
o f Sa l ly Por t ; Parade wa l l on gorge; scarp ,

p o i n t i n g s c a r p ; c o n c r e t i n g s c a r p
T h e w o r k h a s b e e n

K " c o u r s e h a s b e e n
( w i t h a

1 8 6 4 A p r i l

K " c o u r s e ;
a n d a b o u t g a t e w a y .
e n t i r e l y u n c o v e r e d , t h e
fi n i s h e d i n c l u d i n g t h e c o n c r e t i n g ,
slight exception) and the Parade Walls of the
quarters near ly la id to a level wi th the top
o f t h e c a s e m a t e s o f t h e fi r s t t i e r . T h e r e a r e
10 ten - inch Co lumb iads moun ted . The fi rs t
t i e r i s r e a d y f o r i t s e n t i r e a r m a m e n t .
Garrison ■ordered to Washington but assumed
i t w i l l b e r e p l a c e d .

Laying parade wal l andR e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
embrasu re s tone fo r second t i e r ; bu i l d ing
piers on gorge; turning quarter arches and
l in ing quarters (wi th br ick) . The tongue hole
course of the embrasures of the second t ier
h a s b e e n l a i d o n a l l t h e w a t e r f r o n t s e x ¬
c e p t i n g a b o u t f o r t y f e e t ,
h a s b e e n l a i d l e a v i n g t h r e e m o r e y e t t o b e
l a i d . . . T h e w o r k h a s b e e n r e - g a r r i s o n e d b y

Te n g u n s m o u n te d a n d f o u r t e e n

1 8 6 4 M a y

O n e q u a r t e r a r c h

t w o c o m p a n i e s ,
c a s e m a t e s r e a d y f o r u s e .

L a y i n g e m b r a s u r e a n dR e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
s t o n e f o r s e c o n d t i e r a n d P a r a d e w a l l

1 8 6 4 J u n e
s c a r p
o f fi r s t t i e r ; t u r n i n g a r c h e s o v e r q u a r t e r s
and Sally Port; cutting platforms in stair

s t o n e f o r s e c o n dt o w e r s ; S e r v i c e m a g a z i n e
t i e r ; conc re t i ng f o r sca rp and t op o f a r ches .
The quarter arches have been laid which completes
a l l t h e a r c h e s f o r fi r s t t i e r , b u t i n t h e

A b o u t 5 6 0 0 f e e t o f e m b r a s u r eS a l l y P o r t ,
s t o n e h a v e b e e n l a i d .

L a y i n g e m b r a s u r e s t o n eR e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s ;
o f s e c o n d t i e r a n d s t a i r t o w e r s t o n e o f fi r s t

1 8 6 4 J u l y
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t i e r a n d p o i n t i n g s c a r p ; t u r n i n g a r c h o v e r
S a l l y P o r t a n d p o i n t i n g d o ; b u i l d i n g fl u e s
i n e m b r a s u r e s ; c u t t i n g p l a t f o r m s i n s t a i r -
t o w e r s ; s e r v i c e m a g a z i n e a n d p i e r s t o n e f o r
s e c o n d , t i e r . T h e S a l l y P o r t a r c h h a s b e e n
t u r n e d t h u s c o m p l e t i n g a l l t h e m a s o n r y o f
fi r s t t i e r e x c e p t i n g t h e s t a i r t o w e r s , o n e
on ly o f wh ich has been commenced,
f e e t o f e m b r a s u r e s t o n e h a v e b e e n l a i d .

I l l H e a l t h o f C a p t . R o b e r t l e a d s t o h i s
r e q u e s t f o r t r a n s f e r .
Report of Operations: L a y i n g o f e m b r a s u r e ,
p i e r, a n d fl a g g i n g s t o n e o f s e c o n d t i e r
a n d s t a i r t o w e r o f fi r s t t i e r ; b u i l d i n g
fl u e s a n d l a y i n g s m a l l a r c h i n e m b r a s u r e s ;
cu t t ing s tone; mak ing s tone pat te rns and
s h i n g l i n g r o o f o f c a r p e n t e r ' s s h o p ;
c r e t i n g f o r s c a r p .
2 6 0 0 f e e t o f e m b r a s u r e s t o n e h a s b e e n l a i d ,
apa r t o f one s ta i r t owe r, o f t he casema te
flagging, and of the coping over first t ier

T h e m a i n m a g a z i n e s a r e a t p r e s e n t
i n w a n t o f t h e fl o o r i n g a n d d o o r s . . .

5 , 0 0 0

1 8 6 4 A u g

c o n -

D u r i n g t h e m o n t h a b o u t

o f a r c h e s .

L a y i n g s t a i r t o w e rR e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
a n d c i r c u l a r s t e p s o f fi r s t t i e r ; e m b r a s u r e .
P i e r a n d fl a g g i n g o f s e c o n d t i e r ; c u t t i n g
s t o n e ; s h i n g l i n g b l a c k s m i t h s h o p a n d s t o n e
shed ; conc re t i ng fo r sca rp o f second t i e r.
Tw e l v e o f t h e e m b r a s u r e s o f t h e s e c o n d t i e r
h a v e b e e n c o m p l e t e d t o r e f : 3 6 ' - 6 " ;
t h e c a s e m a t e s h a v e b e e n fl a g g e d ; n e a r l y h a l f
o f the p ie rs have been s ta r ted ; one s ta i r
t o w e r h a s b e e n c o m p l e t e d t o t h e t o p o f c o p i n g
t h e fi r s t t i e r , a n d t h e
b e e n p u t i n t o o n e m a i n m a g a z i n e ,
a r e t e m p o r a r y d o o r s t o i t )
Annual Report for year ending June 30, 1864:
During year ending June 30, 1864 the piers
o f t h e fi r s t t i e r h a v e a l l b e e n c o m p l e t e d a s
w e l l a s t h e t w o m a i n m a g a z i n e s ,
c a s e m a t e a r c h e s h a v e b e e n l a i d a n d t h e t o p
s u r f a c e s p r e p a r e d t o r e c e i v e fl a g g i n g o f
s e c o n d t i e r ,
f r o n t h a v e b e e n r a i s e d .

1 8 6 4 S e p t

1 1 o f

p e r m a n e n t fl o o r h a s
( T h e r e

T h e 3 3

T h e s c a r p w a l l s o f t h e w a t e r
o n a n a v e r a g e , 7 f e e t

( 2 8 ' - 1 " ) o r a b o v e s i l l c o u r s e o f
T h e s c a r p o f

t o r e f .
e m b r a s u r e s o f s e c o n d t i e r ,
gorge has been ra ised f rom the s i l l course of
t h e l o o p h o l e s ( 1 4 ' - 2 " ) t o i n c l u d e t h e c a p
c o u r s e ( 2 3 ' - 6 " ) . T h e g a t e w a y h a s b e e n e r e c t e d .
T h e g o r g e p a r a d e w a l l h a s b e e n c o n s t r u c t e d

9



t o t h e c r o w n o f t h e fi r s t t i e r o f a r c h e s .
The masonry o f t he fi rs t t i e r o f t he work
i s comp le ted excep t i ng t he f ou r s ta i r
t o w e r s . T h e r e r e m a i n s t o c o m p l e t e t h e fi r s t

t h e fl o o r i n g , f u r r i n g a n d fi n i s h i n g o f
. . T h e r e

t i e r ,
the main magazines and the drawbridge,
h a s b e e n l a i d d u r i n g t h e y e a r 3 1 0 0 c u . f t .

o f g r a n i t e , 6 8 0 0 c u . f t . o f c o n c r e t e , a n d
720 ,000 b r i c ks . . .Fo r t Tabe r ( ea r t hwo rks )
h a s b e e n r e n d e r e d u s e l e s s b y t h e w a l l s o f
the permanent work in front of it and it
h a s b e e n d e s t r o y e d b y t h e g a r r i s o n . .

L a y i n g e m b r a s u r e .R e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
s t o n e a n d fl a g g i n g o f s e c o n d t i e r ;

1 8 6 4 O c t
p i e r
c u t t i n g s t o n e ; s h i n g l i n g b l a c k s m i t h
shop and stone sheds; concret ing for scarp

T h e s e c o n d t i e r o f e m b r a s u r e s
( 3 6 ' - 6 " ) w i t h

o f s e c o n d t i e r ,
h a v e b e e n c o m p l e t e d t o r e f .
the exception of three which are at ref (30

The flagg ing o f the second t ie r has
been completed in 21 casemates and one bastion.
The fi r s t cou rse o f P i e r s have a l l been l a i d .
Both Service and one main magazine of the
fi r s t t i e r a r e r e a d y f o r u s e .

I _ _

3 " ) .

Laying embrasure andR e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
t o n e a n d fl a g g i n g o f s e c o n d t i e r ;

1 8 6 4 N o v
p i e r s
r o o fi n g p o r t o f w o r k ; c o n c r e t i n g f o r s c a r p ;
covering work for winter. The second tier
o f e m b r a s u r e s h a v e b e e n c o m p l e t e d t o r e f

The flagg ing o f second t i e r o f
T h e fi r s t

( 3 6 ' - 6 " ) .
c a s e m a t e s h a s b e e n c o m p l e t e d ,
course o f a l l t he p ie rs and bo th se rv i ce
magazines have been laid. All masonry laid
in the past three months has been covered
w i t h s e a w e e d a n d t h e n o r t h e r n h a l f o f t h e
ent i re scarp and flagging has been roofed

Tw o t w e l v e - p o u n d fl a n k h o w i t z e r s
h a v e b e e n r e c e i v e d d u r i n g t h e m o n t h m a k i n g
to ta l a rmamen t 10 Co lumb iads moun ted and
2 h o w i t z e r s n o t m o u n t e d .

b e s i d e s .

L a y i n g p i e r s t o n e o fR e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
second t i efl cu t t i ng s tone and sca rp ( cou rses
Q a n d R ) o f s e c o n d t i e r ; c o v e r i n g m a s o n r y
f o r w i n t e r . A b o u t 6 0 0 m o r e c u . f t . o f p i e r
s t o n e h a s b e e n l a i d b e s i d e s t h e fi r s t c o u r s e .
All guns of second tier could now be mounted
e x c e p t 2 fl a n k h o w i t z e r s . I n c o r r e c t c a r r i a g e s
f o r h o w i t z e r s r e q u i r e d r e l a y i n g o f t h e t r a v e r s e
r a i l s .

1 8 6 4 D e c

O n e fl a n k h o w i t z e r h a s b e e n m o u n t e d .

1 0



N o fi t
A b o u t 1 0 c o u l d b e

C o n v i c t L a b o r b e i n g d i s c u s s e d ,
b u i l d i n g f o r t h e m ,
a c c o m o d a t e d i f t e m p o r a r y b u i l d i n g e r e c t e d
i n s i d e .

R e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s : ' C u t t i n g s t o n e ;
mak ing s t one pa t t e rns . The rema in i ng flank
h o w i t z e r o f t h e fi r s t t i e r h a s b e e n m o u n t e d .

1 8 6 5 J a n

( s a m e a s J a n u a r y )R e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :1 8 6 5 F e b

D u r i n g t h e m o n t h o n eR e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
d e r r i c k h a s b e e n r a i s e d 1 6 f e e t , i t s p l a t ¬
f o r m b e i n g n o w o n a l e v e l w i t h t h e s e c o n d
t i e r o f e m b r a s u r e s : t h e r e m a i n i n g c i r c u l a r
s t a i r t o w e r i s n e a r l y c o m p l e t e d t o l e v e l o f
fl o o r o f s e c o n d t i e r o f c a s e m a t e s :
2 0 0 0 c u . f t . m o r e o f p i e r s t o n e h a v e b e e n
l a i d w h i c h , w i t h t h o s e p r e v i o u s l y l a i d , m a k e s
a b o u t h t h e e n t i r e s t o n e p i e r s o f t h e s e c o n d
t i e r ; o n e c o m m u n i c a t i o n a r c h h a s b e e n l a i d
a n d t h e e n t i r e w o r k h a s b e e n u n c o v e r e d a n d

T h e r e h a v e b e e n

1 8 6 5 M a r c h

a b o u t

c l e a r e d o f s e a w e e d e t c .
d u r i n g t h e m o n t h 1 0 t e n - i n c h C o l u m b i a d s ,
m o d e l 1 8 6 1 , a n d 1 6 e i g h t - i n c h d o . t o g e t h e r
w i t h 1 0 i r o n c a r r i a g e s a n d c h a s s i s f o r
t e n - i n c h C o l u m b i a d s r e c e i v e d . . . 9 I r o n c h a s s i s
a n d c a r r i a g e s f o r e i g h t — i n c h C o l u m b i a d s w e r e
p l a c e d i n p o s i t i o n l a s t m o n t h .

Proposed Changes in c i rcu la r s ta i r rece ived
t o o l a t e t o a d o p t .
Report of Operations: D u r i n g t h e m o n t h t h e
r e m a i n i n g c i r c u l a r s t a i r t o w e r h a s b e e n
c o m p l e t e d t o t h e l e v e l o f t h e s e c o n d t i e r :
a b o u t 3 5 0 0 c u . f t . o f p i e r s t o n e , t h e s t o n e
f r o n t s o f 4 c a s e m a t e a r c h e s , a n d a b o u t 4 0 0
c u . f t . o f s e r v i c e m a g a z i n e h a v e b e e n l a i d .
6 m o r e c o m m u n i c a t i o n a r c h e s h a v e b e e n t u r n e d
. . . 1 t e n - i n c h a n d 5 e i g h t - i n c h R o d m a n G u n s
h a v e b e e n m o u n t e d ; m a k i n g t h e t o t a l n u m b e r
o f g u n s m o u n t e d 11 t e n - i n c h a n d 1 0 e i g h t - i n c h
R o d m a n G u n s w i t h t w o fl a n k h o w i t z e r s ( m o u n t e d ) .
A m m u n i t i o n S t o r a g e a t C l a r k ' s P o i n t a l l t h e
M a g a z i n e s f o r t h e fi r s t t i e r a r e c o m p l e t e d
e x c e p t t h e fl o o r i n g o f o n e m a i n m a g a z i n e
w h i c h w i l l b e l a i d s o o n . T h e s e m a g a z i n e s
h o w e v e r , a r e n o t p e r f e c t l y d r y a s t h e r e i s
n o a s p h a l t o n t h e m . T h e t w o s e r v i c e m a g a z i n e s
( t h e o n l y o n e s i n u s e ) h a v e b e e n k e p t d r y
b y i n c l i n e d c o v e r i n g s o f c o n c r e t e . T h e
s e r v i c e m a g a z i n e s o f t h e u p p e r t i e r a r e b e i n g
p r e s s e d o n a n d w h e n c o m p l e t e d , t h e l o w e r o n e s

1 8 6 5 A p r i l
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will be perfectly dry. The same could be
done for the main magazines, or i f the
Dept, think the expense justified they
cou ld be cove red w i t h a th in coa t o f
a s p h a l t . . .

Repor t o f Operat ions (miss ing)1 8 6 5 M a y

Report of Operations; During the month
four casemates "and one communication arch

h a v e b e e n t u r n e d m a k i n g

1 8 6 5 J u n e

o f t h e s e c o n d t i e r
6 c a s e m a t e a n d 1 4 c o m m u n i c a t i o n a r c h e s
tu rned th i s season ; t he s tone f ron ts o f

c a s e m a t e a r c h e s l a i d m a k i n g 1 2 o f
t h e s e n o w fi n i s h e d ; t h e L & M ( s i l l
course of loop ho les o f second t ier ) have
been laid on faces 7,8,9,10, and 11 and

w a t e r f r o n t s o f c o u r s e s

4 m o r e

t h e i n t e r i o r s c a r p o n
Q & R h a s b e e n n e a r l y fi n i s h e d ,

o f second t i e r i s now fin ished excep t
T h e r e h a s b e e n

O n e s e r v i c e

m a g a z i n e
t u r n i n g t h e a r c h o v e r i t .
received during the month 4one-hundred pound

a n d i r o n c a s e m a t e c a r r i a g e s .p a r r o t g u n s

Dur ing the mon th 4R e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s ;
casemate and 1communication arch has been'

o f s c a r p h a s b e e n

1 8 6 5 J u l y

t u r n e d : o n e m o r e c o u r s e

laid on the gorge: the_arch has been turned
over one service magazine of the second t ier

O n e o f t h ea n d t h e o t h e r h a s b e e n l i n e d ,
d e r r i c k s h a s b e e n r a i s e d o n a p l a t f o r m
abou t 20 f t . conc re t ing top o f a rches o f
s e c o n d t i e r .
D i s c o l o r a t i o n o f S t o n e d u e t o i r o n a n d

A v i s i tmineral deposi ts become apparent,
to Fox Is land quar r ies i s schedu led .
Change of Conunand; Major G.H. Mendell

C a p t . H e n r y R o b e r t .r e p l a c e s

D u r i n g t h e m o n t hR e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
three casemate and eight communication
a r c h e s h a v e b e e n t u r n e d , a l s o t h e a r c h
o v e r t h e m a i n s e r v i c e m a g a z i n e ,
t w o . c o u r s e s m o r e o f t h e G o r g e h a v e b e e n
la id, which makes the whole scarp, wi th
the except ion of the flank embrasures and
a few sca t te r i ng s tones on the go rge a t

A n o t h e r d e r r i c k h a s
a l s o b e e n r a i s e d o n a p l a t f o r m s o m e 2 0 f t .
high. Concreting tops of arches of second
t i e r .

1 8 6 5 A u g

N e a r l y

t h e s a m e l e v e l ( 3 4 ' - 6 " )

S t o n e D i s c o l o r a t i o n i s c a u s e f o r a v i s i t1 8 6 5 S e p t

1 2



M a i n e q u a r r i e s .t o S u l l i v a n ,
R e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
c a s e m a t e a r c h e s 1 —

D u r i n g t h e m o n t h t h r o e
b e e n t u r n e d , o n e o f t h e

i n s i d e t h e f o r t h a s b e e n r a i s e d o nd e r r i c k s
ap la t form 25f t h ight , one o f the flank
embrasures of the second t ier has been' la id,
a n d a n u m b e r o f s t o n e s o n s c a r p o f G o r g e ,
together with several courses of main

n e x t t o s t a i r t o w e r . C o n c r e t i n g
b r e a k i n g s t o n e f o r c o n r e t e .

m a g a z i n e
t o p o f a r c h e s .

D u r i n g t h e m o n t h t h eR e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
fi a n k e m b r a s u r e o f t h e s e c o n d

t h e w a l l a b o u t o n e
6 " ) a n d

1 8 6 5 O c t
r e m a i n i n g
t i e r h a s b e e n l a i d .
s t ra ight s ta i r tower to re f (30
t h e s t o n e f r o n t t o 2 c a s e m a t e a r c h e s ,

o f t h e fi v e f o r t d e r r i c k s h a s b e e n
o r d e r i n a f e v ; d a y s

T h e
r a i s e d

l a s t
a n d w i l l b e i n w o r k i n g
and the parade wall of Gorge for second tier

b e e n s t a r t e d . C o n c r e t i n g
s e a ' w e e d .

o f q u a r t e r s h a s
top of casemate arches; h a u l i n g

t h e m o n t h t h eD u r i n gR e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
f o r t d e r r i c k h a s b e e n r a i s e a

1 8 6 5 N o v
r e m a i n i n g
making all of them (5 in number) now

T h e w a l l a b o u ' c s e c o n d
l a i d t o ( 3 0 ' -

r a i s e d

a n d i n w o r k i n g o r d e r ,
s t r a i g h t s t a i r t o w e r h a s b e e n
6") and the sill course of second tier of

The two ma in magaz ines o f
have been l i ned . to the sp r ingq u a r t e r s l a i d ,

s e c o n d
l i n e o f
q u a r t e r s
T h e a r c h e s h a v e b e e n c o v e r e d
laver of seaweed to protect them from the

t i e r
the arch and the p iers next to the

i n b o t h l a i d t o t h e s a m e r e f e r e n c e s .
= w i t h a t h i c k

f r o s t .

Report of Operations : During the month here_ ^
haiTe been 9ten-inch and 4eight-incn Columbiaas
and 4one-hundred pound Parrot guns mounted

the second t ie r leav ing on the ground
E x c a v a t i n g f o r

1 8 6 5 D e c

a l l o n
n o t m o u n t e d 2 e i g h t - i n c h C o l u m b i a d s .

o f fi c e r s q u a r t e r s a n d s t o r e h o u s e s ,
s o u a r e h a s b e e n e x c a v a t e d

s i t e o f
A s p a c e a b o u t 1 0 0 f t .

o f f o u n d a t i o n o f o f fi c e r s q u a r t e r s
S t r e n g t h e n i n g w h a r f d e r r i c k .

t o t h e r e f .
a n d s t o r e h o u s e s .

T h e e n t i r e g o r g e h a s
f o r a r c h e s i n

s e c o n d t i e r o f

O p e r a t i o n s ;
c u t t i n g s t o n e

R e p o r t o f
b e e n r o o f e d ;
a n t e r o o m o f m . a i n m a g a z i n e s :
circular stair tov;er: p a r a d e w a l l o f q u a r t e r s ,

w a t e r f r o n t s ' ; e x c a v a t i n g
q u a r t e r s a n d s t o r e h o u s

1 8 6 6 J a n

a n d s c a r p s t o n e o - O r
f o r s i t e o f o f fi c e r s e s .

1 3



Report of Operations: C u t t i n g s t o n e a s
i n J a n u a r y ; m a k i n g c e n t e r s a n d p a t t e r n s ;

w h e e l b a r r o w s a n d t o o l s ; m a k i n g

1 8 6 6 F e b

r e p a i r i n g
a n d s h a r p e n i n g s t o n e c u t t e r s t o o l s ;
g a t h e r i n g a n d b r e a k i n g c o n c r e t e s t o n e .

Des ign Rev is ion o f sca rp wa l l a t roo f l eve l
t o u t i l i z e s t o n e o n h a n d .
Report of Operations: D u r i n g t h e m o n t h
t h e e n t i r e " w o r k h a s b e e n u n r o o f e d a n d
c l e a r e d o f s e a w e e d a n d t h e b r i c k p i e r s o f
Gorge and f ron t wa l l o f second t ie r o f
qua r t e r s s t a r t ed . Rece i ved 6fi f t een - i nch
g u n s .

1 8 6 6 M a r c h

D u r i n g t h e m o n t h t h eR e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
cap course of loopholes on Gorge, the jambs
a n d a r c h e s o v e r b o t h s e r v i c e m a g a z i n e s , t v 7 0
a r c h e s i n t h e a n t e r o o m o f m a i n m a g a z i n e ,

f o u r v ; a t e r f r o n t s a n d t h e

1 8 6 6 A p r i l

t h e " Q " c o u r s e o n
parade wal l o f quar ters near ly up to caps
o f d o o r s l a i d ,
h a v e b e e n l a i d i n c l u d i n g s k e w b a c k s f o r a r c h e s .
B u i l d i n g fl u e s i n s c a r p .

F i v e b r i c k p i e r s o n g o r g e

Report 6f Operations: D u r i n g t h e m o n t h t h e
" R " c o u r s e o f s c a r p h a s b e e n l a i d o n a l l
t h e w a t e r f r o n t s : t h e p a r a d e w a l l o f q u a r t e r s
a n d w a l l s a b o u t s t a i r t o w e r s l a i d t o r e f ( 4 0 ' -

q u a r t e r a n d p a r t o f
B a s t i o n A r c h l a i d : a l l t h e b r i c k p i e r s

1 8 6 6 M a y

6 " ) .
o n e

o f gorge completed and the scarp l ined as far
as laid; making magazine door frames and
doors ; fi t t ing up about embrasures o f second
t i e r w i t h i r o n w o r k .
A s p h a l t i n g - r e q u e s t f o r d r a w i n g s f o r p r o p e r
a p p l i c a t i o n t o w o r k .

O n e c a s e m a t e , o n e

D u r i n g t h e m o n t h t h eR e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
scarp of the gorge has been carried up to

r e f ( 3 8 ' - 6 " ) w i t h t h e
T h e

1 8 6 6 J u n e

l e v e l o f w a t e r f r o n t s

e x c e p t i o n o f a p a r t o f t h e
parade wal l o f Quar ters and about s ta i r towers
h a v e b e e n r a i s e d w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f p a r t

c o u r s e t o r e f ( 4 0 ' - 6 " ) .

R " c o u r s e .

O n eo f t h e
c i r c u l a r s t a i r t o w e r t o ( 3 4 ' — 6 " ) a n d s o m e
progress made in po in t ing scarp o f water f ron ts .
O n e b r i c k b a s t i o n a r c h h a s b e e n c o m p l e t e d a n d
t w o q u a r t e r a r c h e s l a i d o f s e c o n d t i e r .

T
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W a l l t h i c k n e s s i n c r e a s e b e i n g c o n -M a g a z i n e
s i d e r e d .

Report of Operations: During the month the
Ka' jnieen completed to ref (3S'-6") :

1 8 6 6 J u l y

e n t i r e s c a r p
t h e w a l l a b o u t s t r a i g h t s t a i r t o w e r a n d p a r a d e
v ; a l l o f g o r g e t o ( 4 3 ' - 6 " ) : o n e . c i r c u l a r t o w e r
w i t h s t o p s t o ( 4 3 ‘ - 6 " ) a n d t h e o t h e r t o ( 3 0

c a s e m a t e a n d t e n q u a r t e r a r c h e s h a v e b e e n
T h e e x c a v a t i o n f o r t h i c k e n i n g t h e

h a v e b e e n

- 6 " ) :

o n e

t u r n e d .

scarp wal l of both main magazines
m a d e a n d t h e c o n c r e t e f o u n d a t i o n s p u t i n t o
l e v e l o f fl o o r o f m a g a z i n e o f fi r s t t i e r .

Annual Report as of June 30, 1866: dur ing
b e e n m a d e t o t h e

1 8 6 6 A u g
t h e y e a r p r o g r e s s h a s
f o l l o v / i n g e x t e n t :
16 gun casemate arches turned
3arches o f qua r te rs casemates tu rned
8br ick piers for casemate arches bui l t
(on aorge with fireplaces and flues)
2anteroom arches of main magazine^ _
2 a n t e r o o m a r c h e s o f s e r v i c e m a g a z i n e

f r o n t s o f c a s e m a t e a r c h e s

t u r n e d
t u r n e d

t u r n e d1 0 s t o n e

The scarp o f the water f ronts has
from ref.(34’-6") to (38-6“) being two^_courses,
and the scarp of the gorge from (27^-8")
(38’-6") being 5courses. The parade^^v;al 1
of the gorge (10 courses) from (24' -6") to

t o w e r s f r o m

b e e n r a i s e d

t o

T w o s a u a r e s t a i r
- 6 " ) .

t o 3 4 ' - 6 " ) .

( 4 3 ' - 6 " ) .
f o u n d a t i o n t o ( 4 3 O n e c i r c u l a r . t o v ; e r

- I n a d d i t i o n t h ef r o m ( 2 4 ' - 6
scarp and interior have been pointed to a
c o n s i d e r a b l e e x t e n t a n d t h e p l a t e s a n d d o o r s

o f e m b r a s u r e s h a v e b e e n fi l l e d ,
fi v e i n a l l h a v e b e e n

t o t h e i r fi n a l p o s i t i o n

o f a n u m b e r

A l l t h e l a r g e d e r r i c k s ,
r a i s e d 1 5 ' t o 2 0 '
a n d t h e v a l l i e s o f t h e a r c h e s o f t h e s e c o n d

c o n c r e t e d t o t h e t o p o f t h e d r a i n a g e
t h e f o l l o v . ’ i n g a m o u n t

t i e r

p i p e s . D u r i n g t h e y e a r ,
o f s tone , b r i ck and concre te has been la id :

f t . , r o u g h g r a n i t e - -
r o u g h b r i c k — 5 8 9 , 5 0 0 , p r e s s e d

f t . . .

o f c u t g r a n i t e - - 2 4 8 3 1 c u .
5 3 6 5 c u . f t . ,
b r i c k - - 8 8 3 0 0 , c o n c r e t e - - 8 2 6 2 c u .
To t a l n u m b e r o f g u n s m o u n t e d :
R o d m a n I r o n C a r r i a g e s , 1 4 e i g h t - i n c h - R o d m a n ,

4 p a r r o t 1 0 0 1 b . I r o n C a r r i a g e s ,
T o t a l 4 0

2 0 t e n - i n c h

I r o n C a r r i a g e s ,
2 t w e n t y - f o u r p o u n d fl a n k H o w i t z e r s :

C a s e m a t e s c o m p l e t e d a n d v a c a n t - - ? .
a b o u t 3 4 , 0 0 0 c u . f t . o f e x c a v a t i o n w e r e

e x t e r i o r o f t h e

a u n s .

A l s o ,
m a d e d u r i n g t h e y e a r o n t h e

O n e w e l l h a s b e e n d u g a n d l i n e d a n dg o r g e .
a n o t h e r e x c a v a t e d b u t n o t l i n e d .
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M a g a z i n e S c a r p i n c r e a s e i n t h i c k n e s s r e c o m -
m e n d e d b y r e s o l u t i o n o f b o a r d o f e n g i n e e r s .
R e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s : M i s s i n g

1 8 6 6 S e p t

R e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s : M i s s i n g
C a p t . J a r e d A . S m i t h ' r e -

1 8 6 6 O c t
C h a n g e o f C o m m a n d :
p l a c e s M a j . G . H . M e n d e l l .

t o

N o v

C u t t i n g s t o n e a n dR e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
b reak ing s tone f o r conc re te ; cu t t i ng pa rade
w a l l c o p i n g ; r e l a y i n g c h i m n e y a t S m i t h y ;
making magazine doors and bui lding stone -

O n e o f t h e s t o n e

1 8 6 6 D e c

s h e d ; m o v i n g m a t e r i a l s ,
s h e d s h a s b e e n r e b u i l t ( a f t e r a u t h o r i z a t i o n ) .

C u t t i n g p a r a d e w a l lR e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
s t o n e ; c o m p l e t i n g . t h e c u t t i n g o f t h e b a l c o n y
stone except one s tone; break ing s tone for

1 8 6 7 J a n

c o n c r e t e .

B i l l s o f Lad ing f o r i r onwork sh ipped by -R .P.
P a r r o t t , C o l d S p r i n g , N Y
R e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
wa l l , s ca rp ( "X "cou rse ) , and pa rade wa l l ;
making magazine doors, floor ing anterooms of
main magaz ines; bu i ld ing boundary wal l ;
b r e a k i n g s t o n e f o r c o n c r e t e .

I r o n w o r k : r e q u e s t t o s u b s t i t u t e w r o u g h t r o r
c a s t i r o n i - n b a l c o n i e s a n d s t a i r w a y s .
Report of Operations: C u t t i n g s t o n e f o r
p a r a d e w a l l , s t a i r t o w e r, b r e a s t h e i g h t a n d
s c a r p w a l l s . M a k i n g m a g a z i n e d o o r s , r e ¬
p a i r i n g d e r r i c k s ; g a t h e r i n g a n d b r e a k i n g
s t o n e s f o r c o n c r e t e .

1 8 6 7 F e b
r e q u e s t e d .

C u t t i n g b r e a s t h e i g h t

1 8 6 7 M a r c h

P i a z z a a n d S t a i r w a y s o r d e r e d t o b e b u i l t
to or ig ina l p lah^and ba lcony as shown in
W e n d e l l ' s d r a w i n g o f J u n e 3 0 , 1 8 6 6 l e t t e r .
Report of Operations: C u t t i n g c o p i n g f o r
s c r a p ; c o m p l e t i n g o n e c i r c u l a r s t a i r t o w e r .
L a y i n g 3 c o u r s e s o f p a r a d e w a l l o n f a c e s
2 a n d 5 , o n e c o u r s e o n f a c e s 3 a n d 4 , a n d
s c a r p o n
I n t e r i o r o f s c a r p l i n e d w i t h b r i c k f o r
fl a s h i n g . 3 0 c u . y d s o f c o n c r e t e l a i d
i n s c a r p , 4 5 0 c u . y d s c o n c r e t e o n r o o f
s u r f a c e s , 7 5 0 l b s c e m e n t a n d 1 1 8 t o n s
g r a v e l r e c e i v e d o n w h a r f a n d t r a n s p o r t e d
t o t h e w o r k .

1 8 6 7 A p r i l

g o r g e f r o m r e f ( 4 4 ' - 3 ) t o ( 4 6 ' - 3 ) .
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Te r r e p l e i n e m o d i fi c a t i o n o n t e r r e p l e i n e o n
f r o n t 3 b e t w e e n l a r g e m a g a z i n e a n d p a r a d e

1 8 6 7 M a y

w a l l i s a p p r o v e d .
Ba lcony-ex tens ion-p roposa l to ex tend ba lcony
on go rge to t he o the r f r on ts app roved . La rge
spaces at ext remi t ies of parade to be covered
w i t h o p e n g r a t i n g s o f w r o u g h t i r o n s o a s n o t
t o a f f e c t v e n t i l a t i o n o f a d j o i n i n g c a s e m a t e s .
Repor t o f Opera t ions ; Comple t ing parade wa l l

I d l e " X " c o u r s e o f s c a r p h a se x c e p t c o p i n g ,
b e e n l a i d o n f r o n t s I a n d I I a n d 5 0 l i n e a r
f e e t o f c o p i n g o n t h e g o r g e . T h e l i n i n g o f
parade and scarp wa l ls fo r flash ing and

i s n e a r l y c o m p l e t e d . T h e v a l l e y s o f a r c h e s
o n f r o n t V a r e r e a d y f o r a s p h a l t i n g ,
quarters in two casemates second t ier have
b e e n l i n e d w i t h b r i c k . 2 0 3 6 c u . f t . o f ' g r a n i t e
h a v e b e e n c u t f o r s c a r p a n d 3 p l i n t h s f o r

1 5 8 4 c u . y d s . c o n c r e t e h a v e
S a n d , g r a v e l ,

and granite have been received at work.

c .

T h e

b a l c o n y c o l u m n s .
b e e n l a i d o n r o o f s o f a r c h e s .

P r o p o s e d , s a m e a s i nR e p o r t o f O p e r a t i o n s :
May and in add i t i on aspha l t i ng va l l eys o f
a r c h e s a n d t u r n i n g v a l l e y a r c h e s .

1 8 6 7 J u n e

L i g h t h o u s e p r o p o s e d t o b e r e l o c a t e d o v e r
stairway tower—recommended by Lighthouse
B o a r d .

Annual Repcrrt for year ending 30 June 1868:
F l a g g i n g f o r s t a i r t o w e r s , a n d t h e s t o n e
bases for balcony columns have been cut and
l a i d : t h e f o u n d a t i o n s f o r t h e l a t t e r a l s o

1 8 6 8 A u g

h a v i n g b e e n c o m p l e t e d ,
a n d o n e s e r v i c e m a g a z i n e w i t h t h e i r a n t e r o o m s
h a v e b e e n fl o o r e d a n d t h e i r d o o r s h u n g .
1 s t a n d 2 n d t i e r s , s h u t t e r s h a v e b e e n m a d e
f o r a l l t h e m a g a z i n e v e n t i l a t o r s a n d t w o
"iron stairways have been made and placed in
t h e t o w e r s o n t h e g o r g e - r e a c h i n g f r o m r e f
( 1 1 ' t o r e f 4 6 ' - 6 " )
S e c o n d t i e r f o u r h e a v y d o o r s h a v e b e e n m a d e
comple t ing the magaz ine doors fo r fi rs t and

T w o c a s e m a t e s h a v e b e e n f u r r e d
A l l t h e i r o n w o r k

O n e m a i n m a g a z i n e

F o r

s e c o n d t i e r s ,

w i t h b r i c k f o r q u a r t e r s ,
f o r t h e b a l c o n y h a s b e e n c o n s t r u c t e d a n d
p u t i n p o s i t i o n , t h e fl a g g i n g h a s b e e n l a i d
a n d t h e b a l c o n y c o m p l e t e d .
T h i r d t i e r ( f o r b a r b e t t e g u n s ) T h e r o o f s o f
t w o a r c h e s h a v e b e e n c o n c r e t e d a n d t h e
f o u n d a t i o n s f o r g u n p l a t f o r m s a n d b - h w a l l
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h a v e b e e n f a c e d w i t h b r i c k a n d c o n c r e t e d
A l l t h e v a l l e yr e a d y t o r e c e i v e t h e s t o n e ,

a r c h e s h a v e b e e n l a i d , t h e s t o n e f o r m a n
h o l e s c u t a n d l a i d , a n d t h e c o v e r s c a s t ,
c o m p l e t i n g t h i s p o r t i o n o f t h e w o r k . - A
par t of the coping for parade wal l has been
c u t a n d t h e e n t i r e c o p i n g l a i d . T h e
r e m a i n i n g s t o n e o n f a c e s 2 , 3 , a n d 4 o f t h e
scarp wal l has been la id and the ent i re
s c a r p c o m p l e t e d . T h e t w o s t a i r t o w e r s o n
gorge have been par t l y cu t and en t i re ly
l a i d f r o m t o p o f p a r a d e w a l l r e f ( 4 6 ' ) t o -
c o m p l e t i o n ( r e f 5 5 ' - 8 " ) . A l l t h e s t o n e f o r
s t a i r s , p a s s a g e w a y s a n d r e t a i n i n g w a l l s
o f b a r b e t t e s e r v i c e m a g a z i n e s h a s b e e n c u t
a n d t h e e n t i r e m a s o n r y o f t h e t h r e e m a g a z i n e s
comple ted f rom the i r foundat ions , and s tone
w a l k i n r e a r o f t h e o n e n e a r s a l i e n t o f w o r k

T h e e n t i r e i r o n w o r k f o rc u t a n d l a i d ,
the upper balcony has been constructed, the
b r a c k e t s s e t i n p a r a d e w a l l , a n d t h e p o r t i o n
o f b a l c o n y o n g o r g e c o m p l e t e d w i t h a t e m p o r a r y
fl o o r i n g . T h e m a s t i c c o v e r i n g t h e r o o f s u r f a c e s
has been near ly completed. . . near ly a l l the
remain ing stone for work (save gun p lat forms)
h a s b e e n c u t . . . a l l s t o n e f o r g u n p l a t f o r m s
r e c e i v e d a n d o n e c e n t e r p i n t l e p l a t f o r m c u t .

S team Engine and bo i ler for ho is t obta ined.

Presen t Appropr ia t i on to be used-on ly fo r
c o m p l e t i o n o f t e r r e p l e i n e , b a r b e t t e
a z i n e s , a s p h a l t i n g , b r i c k c o v e r i n g , fi l l i n g
w i t h e a r t h , a n d s i m i l a r u n fi n i s h e d w o r k .
I m p o s s i b l e t o a n t i c i p a t e f u r t h e r a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .

L igh thouse re loca t i on t o s ta i r t ower app roved .
D e s i g n e d t o b e r e m o v a b l e i f n e c e s s a r y.

Opera t ions be ing pursued to ex ten t o f ava i lab le
f u n d s .

Final Report of Operations: F o r p r o t e c t i o n
o f t h e m a s o n r y, t h e p o i n t i n g s h o u l d b e c o m p l e t e d .
A l l t h e r o o f s u r f a c e s ( s a v e a s i n g l e m a g a z i n e
w h i c h i s r e a d y t o b e c o v e r e d ) b e i n g c o v e r e d ,
w i t h m a s t i c , t h e t e r r e - p l e i n e a n d p a r a p e t
a r e n e e d e d , t o p r o t e c t t h e m f r o m t h e e x t r e m e
t e m p e r a t u r e s o f t h i s l a t i t u d e , a n d t h e s t e e p
s l o p e s o f e a r t h w i l l i n t u r n n e e d p r o t e c t i o n
b y s o d d i n g .

1 8 6 8 O c t

1 8 6 8 N o v

1 8 6 8 D e c

1 8 6 9 M a r c h

1 8 6 9 M a y
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A l l t h e i r o n w o r k o f t h e u p p e r b a l c o n y b e i n g
c o m p l e t e d , a n d t h e s u p p o r t i n g b r a c k e t s s e t
i n p a r a d e v / a l l , i t s h o u l d b e p u t t o g e t h e r ,
a n d c o v e r e d w i t h a t l e a s t a t e m p o r a r y fl o o r i n g .
I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n , t h e i r o n w o r k f o r g r a t i n g s
adjacent to the balcony, and near the ends
of parade wal l of gorge, should be completed.
B o t h t h e s t o n e a n d i r o n s t a i r w a y s r e q u i r e t o
be perm.anently covered and the doors, windows
and l oopho les o f qua r te r s a t l eas t t empo ra r i l y
c l o s e d .

o v e r o u t e r d o o r s o f m a g a z i n e s a r e f o u n d e x ¬
t remely in ju r ious and shou ld be c losed w i th
s h u t t e r s .

b a r b e t t e t i e r o f g u n s b e i n g n e a r l y c o m p l e t e d ,
t h e l a r g e d e r r i c k s s h o u l d b e r e m o v e d a n d
s t o r e d a s w e l l a s o t h e r t o o l s a n d m a c h i n e r y
u s e d o n t h e v 7 o r k .

W i n d o w s a n d D o o r s i n . s t a i r t o w e r s b e i n g p u t i n .

T h e o p e n i n g s l e f t i n p a r a d e w a l l

T h e r a i s i n g o f m a t e r i a l s f o r

1 8 6 9 J u n e

" T h e s t o r e r o o m s i n t h i sI n s p e c t i o n R e p o r t :
f o r t a r e s o " v e r y d a m p t h a t i t i s i m . p o s s i b l e
t o u s e t h e m : t h e O r d n a n c e s t o r e s h a v e t o b e
kep t i n a room o f the o ld Bar racks ou ts ide
o f t h e F o r t : T h o s e B a r r a c k s l e a k b a d l y b u t

b e t t e r t h a n t h e s t o r e r o o m s i n t h e F o r t .

1 8 6 9 A u g

a r e
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CHAPTER II

HISTORY OF THE FORT TABER HISTORIC DISTRICT

In 1794, the United States began aprogram.of defensive construction
designed to protect its coastal area from naval attack. This program was
the first of aseries of harbor defense programs that continued until shortly

According to Dr. Raymond Lewis, anoted historian of
coastal fortifications built during this

principal expression of
some of the most prominent

The history and structures of

a f t e r W o r l d W a r I I .
U.S. coastal defenses, the numerous
century and ahalf "constituted the United States
military architecture during that period" and are
and interesting relics of the nation's past."
the Fort Taber Historic District reflect this aspect of military history.
E a r l y L o c a l E f f o r t s

The failure to fortify Clark's Point was aprincipal cause of Bedford
Village's inability to defend itself during the British raid ofJ778. The
destruction wrought by the British troops clearly established the need to
include the peninsula in any area defense system. Thus, when war erupted in
1812, local citizens erected an earthwork battery on Clark sPoint. Built

land donated to the federal government in 1800 foruse as alight house,
this battery of six-muzzle-loading cannon fell into disrepair after the war.
However, as New Bedford grew in size and importance, it became apparent tnat

effective and permanent defense structure was necessary to protect

o n

a m o r e

the city from naval attack.

F e d e r a l P l a n s

Recognizing this need aU. S. Army Board of Engineers in 1840 includedNew Bedford in aplan for an Atlantic Coast defense system. Colonel Joseph
Totten,the Chief of Engineers, remarked in 1842 that the old earthwork battery
"deserves no further expenditures as it must ere long give place to awork
better adapted to defend this very important harbor. Captain Robert E. Lee
and Major R. Delafield completed the plans for afortress on Clark sPoint
by 1846, although it was not until December of 1848 that aBoard of Engineers,
meeting in Boston, reviewed the plans and recommended authorization ̂ nd
appropriations for construction of apermanent coastal defense installation
o n C l a r k ' s P o i n t .

Construction of the Fort at Clark's Point

Known officially as the Fort at Clark's Point, this massive, vertical
walled granite fortress, combining structural durability, high concentration
of armament, and enormous firepower, was typical of Third Period forts. The
Fort, constructed of Maine granite supplemented with brick arches and vaults,

designed to bear all ordinance on the main shipping channel approaching
New Bedford. Cannon and flank howitzers covered the exterior points,while
the rearward defenses included battlements for riflemen. Construction on the
proposed three tier fortress began in 1857, continued throughout the Civil
War, and terminated in 1871 after the completion of only two tiers.

w a s
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Because of slow progress during construction, the granite fortress
was incapable of serving its defensive purpose at the outbreakof war in1861. As aresult, area residents led by Mayor Isaac Taber built an earth¬
work battery adjacent to the fortress. This battery became known as Fort
Taber in honor of the Mayor and was manned by the New Bedford Home and
Coast Guard. The battery's presence helped to improve area morale, although
its effectiveness was never tested. In 1863, after the mounting^of 24-pound
guns and 10-inch Rodman cannon inside the federal fort, the earthwork battery
was demolished. Area residents, however, transferred the name Fort Taber
to the granite fortress. This name has been associated with the federal
structures throughout the decades, although it was officially ignored by the
federa l government .

In early 1862, Captain Bigelow, the officer in charge of construction,
passed away and was replaced by Lt. Henry M. Robert who was recuperating from
illness incurred while on duty with the Army of Potomac. In 1863, while
chairing ameeting on harbor defenses, Lt. Robert, dismayed at the chaotic
proceedings, conceived of the need for aparliamentary guide, an idea that
eventually emerged as Robert's Rules of Order.

Under Robert and Major Jared A. Smith, his successor, work on the
fortress progressed to where it obstructed the Clark sPoint Light. As a
result, in 1869, the light was moved to the fort. Acontemporary account
described the addition as follows;

Arectangular tower, 11 x20-1/2 feet and 8feet high, has been
built in the northerly staircase tower of the fort adjoining
the old site by flooring over the stone-work, carrying up the
walls with woodwork, putting on hipped roof cover with tinned

with acircular wooden parapit for the lantern, surrounded
To this the lantern, illuminating apparatus.

i r o n
with an iron railing. ^ - j .
and fixtures were removed, and the light exhibited from its new
position on the 15th of June last. Six panes of lantern glass
and oil-cloth for lantern, anew cooking stove, and wallpaper tor
two rooms of dwelling, have been supplied.

This lighthouse remained in service until 1898 when it was replaced by
the But ler F lats ' l ight .

P o s t 1 8 7 0 P e r i o d

The Civil War exerted an enormous influence on the development of coastal
defense systems. Greater mobility and metallic armor reduced naval vulnerabil¬
ity to land defenses at the same time that rifled artillery improved the
effectiveness of naval armament. These advances immediately rendered stone
fortresses obsolete, and the Army halted construction of the granite fort on
Clark's Point in 1871 without completing either the third tier or the rearward
d e f e n s e s .

Staffed only by acaretaker (also the lighthouse keeper) and an̂ ordnance
sergeant, the military reservation remained inactive during the 1870 sand
1880's. An 1887 inspection report describes the fortress' form as:
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aposition of aregular octagon, having four channel faces
of 105 ft. 2inches in length, and two of 46 feet 9inches
in length, with agorge connecting the two short faces, the
gorge being flanked by ademi-bastion at each end. The
scarp wall, parade wall and tiers are built of granite, the
arches of brick except where they extend through the parade
wall, where they are of stone. There are twenty-four gun
casemates and four flanking casemates in each tier, all of
them ready for armament. The embrasures are of the "Totten
pattern. The gorge casemates are arranged for quarters and
for two large magazines in' each tier,
fiaqazines are in each tier of gun casemates,
stairways connect the upper tier of casemates and the barbette
with the parade. Abalcony consisting of stone flagging sup¬
ported by iron columns and girders runs in front of the gorge
casemates, at the level of the second story, and one supported
by iron brackets in the parade walls runs around the work at
the level of the terreplein. The barbette tier is unfinished,
the foundations only of the gun platforms are completed, the !
parapet and ...height wall are not built.

Tw o s m a l l e r o r S e r v i c e
F o u r s t o n e

Spanish-American War Period

In 1892 the Army gave the entire military reservation to the City
of New Bedford for use as apublic park. With the outbreak of the Spanish-
American War in 1898, however, the Army reacquired the military district,
named it Fort Rodman in honor of aMassachusetts soldier who fell during
the 1863 Union attack on Port Hudson, Louisiana, and began to modernize
t h e d e f e n s e i n s t a l l a t i o n .

obsolete armament was cleaned and readied for action
In addit ion, aseacoast survei l lance

T h e f o r t r e s s

as atemporary defense measure. u - u ^
station, asearchlight unit, and aconcrete casemate from which to detonate
the electrically controlled mines placed in New Bedford Harbor were buiIt
on or in the stone fort. ANewport, Rhode Island artillery unit and a
contingent of Massachusetts Volunteers garrisoned Fort Rodman during this
p e r i o d .

The Army also began construction of several batteries on land adjacent
to the fortress. Batteries Walcott and Barton each mounted one 8-inch _
Rifle, M-1888, mounted on an M-1869 disappearing carriage. Battery Craig
had two 3-inch rapid-fire guns on pedestal mounts while Gaston had the same

The remaining armament consisted
A l l o f

armament, but on balanced pillar mounts,
of Battery Cross' two 5-inch rapid-fire guns on pedestal mounts,
these batteries were completed by 1905.

The physical changes in seacoast defense systems built in the last
quarter of the nineteenth century, due to ashift in emphasis from the forti¬
fication structures to the weapons contained within, are evident in these
batteries which, although massive, are relatively simple in form. In sharp
contrast to the vertical-walled granite fortress, the adjacent gun batteries
of reinforced concrete are de-emphasized by being designed to blend into
the surrounding landscape.
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Twent ieth Century Per iod

Despite this construction work, the period following the Spanish-American War witnessed adecline in the military activities at Fort Rodman.
In 1900, the obsolete casemated cannon and carriages were removed from
the granite fortress and asmall body of troops assigned to protect the

Ordnance troops replaced the Massachusetts Volunteers.a r e a .

However, during World War I, Fort Rodman underwent alarge expansion
in order to provide aseacoast defense installation as well as abase for
soldiers training in Boston prior to their shipment overseas. In addition
to the surveillance, searchlights, and mining units, the f o r t r e s s
housed the generating unit that provided power to thegun batteries The

stored tanks and other military equipment within Fort Taber sArmy also
granite wal ls.

Fort Rodman's armament was brought to combat readiness,.
Dhvsical alteration during World War Iwas the construction of wooden barracksbuildings Numerous tents also were erected to house the military personnel.
During this period, the Army began to build Battery Milliken. amassive concrete
pmolacement containing two 12-inch guns and underground magazines. The ArmySp̂ ftr̂ hfsrructu're in the earl? 1920's, but by that time. For Ro man wasmaintained only on acaretaker basis. P-40, the small building adjacent t
Fort Taber, also was built during this period and used for storage purposes.

New Bedford made numerous attempts to acquire the Fort Rodman property
in the years following World War Ifor use as apublic park and as aPossiblesite for the United States Coast Guard Academy and the Massachusetts Maritime
Academy. Although it had often declared the property surplus, the War
Department firmly repulsed these attempts by the City to regain the land.
In 1935, the WPA recommended that the old stone fort be dismantled and its
granite used for cemetery walls. Led by Mrs. Phil Sheridan, local efforts to

the fortress were successful.s a v e

I nWorld War II witnessed arevival of Army interest in Fort Rodman.
1940, the Army authorized the construction of a"200-series _6-^^ O"
together with supporting units and casemated Milliken s12-inch guns under
sixteen feet of reinforced concrete and tons of earth.

Guard and Coastal Artillery units, activated in August 1940,
Once again, the shortage of

N a t i o n a l
manned the various batteries of Fort Rodman. 4 . „ „ 4 - owooden barracks caused many of these soldiers to be housed in tents,
this increased activity proved to be short-lived.

H o w e v e r ,

Bv the end of 1942, the government removed the post's secondary and
supplementary armament. Barton and Walcott's two 8-inch
to agovernment arsenal and the carriage and accessories sold. At Jhe sametime, the Army assigned the 6-inch gun battery authorized Fort Rodman to
Mishaum Point in South Dartmouth._ Beach patrols and other military assignmentswere curtailed as the war neared its end. After the convict ended, the y
removed and salvaged Milliken's rifles and transported the fort s155 MM guns
to Fort Banks in Winthrop.
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Since the end of World War II, Fort Rodman has been confined to duty
as an Army and Navy reserve post. However, many people recognized its
value to the City of New Bedford and during the 1950's and 1960 s, the
City again made several attempts to acquire the property. These efforts
finally were successful when the General Services ̂ ministration.leased
or deeded most of the Fort Rodman property to the City of New Bedford in
1970 to be used for historical, educational, and recreational purposes.

The City organized the historic area as the Fort Taber Historic
District as ameans of protecting and perpetuating
history. The National Park Service recognized theit in tteical importance of the District and on February 8, 1973, listed 't in theNational Register of Historic Places. In order to P>-e orve the District,
the Citv leased it to the Fort Taber Historical Association, Inc.,
profit organization of concerned citizens formed to
Md perpetuate Fort Taber and the surrounding-c part of New Bedford and the surrounding communities. ThepreLntly operates and maintains the Historic Dip*""*educational program designed to make people aware of this part of their
h e r i t a g e .
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