LIGHTHOUSE INFORMATION FORM

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISS ION
80 Boylston Street, Boston, MA 02116

NUMBER 10

PHOTOGRAPH KEY

Vjctoria L. DiStefano - Martha's

=

1. Cape Poge Light

HISTORIC NAME:

TOWN:

Cape Poage (Poaue) Liaht

Edgartown

LOCATION:
COUNTY:

On Northeast Point of Chappaquid-
dick Island at East end

Dukes CODE: 007

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

10th

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

Dukes county Courthouse

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:
The nomination is confined to the 1light and
—the—surroumdimg—4—acres—im—toast—Guard

ownership.
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SKETCH MAP

e
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V. DiStefano
RECORDED BY: N. Salzman

Q 0
LAT. /LONG. :LAT 41 25'11'N LONG 70 27'5"¢

UTM COORDINATE: 19/378/600/4586/200

USGS QUADRANGLE: Prov.,RI., Mass., Conn.

SCALE: 1-250,000

ACREAGE : 4 Acres

OWNER(S): First Coast Guard District
408 Atlantic Avenue
Boston. MA 02110

STATUS: Unmanned/Active

rlartna’s Vineyard Corm.

ORGANIZATION: MHC

DATE: 4/20/30 -- August 1981
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LIGHTHOUSES OF MASSAC: 55 TTS

Liahthouse # 10
THEMATIC GROUP NOMINATION

nage 1
SITE DESCRIPTION

Cape Poge Light-is Tocated on the Northeast point of Chappaquiddick Island
which is off the tip of eastern Martha's Vineyard. It is one of the

easternmost Tlandfalls in New England and on the route to Edgartown Harbor. It
is the flat, sandy spit of land, with dunes and Tow scrub.
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MAJOR ELEMENTS DESCRIPTION

The only element is a conical, wood-framed tower (1893) rising 55' above water
level. It is the third on this site, A deteriorated, altered and abandoned
1851 keeper's dwelling is not included in this nomination. Coast Guard
records and published accounts indicate that Cape Poge Light has heen moved or
reconstructed at least six times as a result of coastal erosion. An 1889 plan
shows an octagonal tower whereas 1907 and 1922 plans show a round tower
structure at two separate Tocations. The existing tower conforms to 1893
plans for a "Temporary" Light. This suggests that the light was moved rather
than reconstructed in 1922. The Coast Guard plans to relocate the light 500'
southwest of the existing Tocation using a skycrane helicopter during the fall
of 1986. The proposed relocation to land owned by the Trustees of
Reservations is necessitated by continuing erosion of the sand cliff.

TOWER: Conical tower on wooden piers; shingled in wood; small entry
porch with Tow pitched, gabled, shingle roof with vertical
wooden siding; cove built out to support balcony.

Exterior:

Windows: at level 1,2 and 4. The top window butts against the cove of
the balcony; others have pediment heads; all are boarded up at
present.

Balcony: consists of simple posts with knob top/upper rail and lower
rail near floor.

Lantern: standard ten sided form, surmounted by intact ball vent and

lightning rod; glass in all sections. Lower half cast iron,
paneled with elaborate U-shaped vent covers (cf., Brant Point,
#7)
Light Characteristics: flasher CG181, 12VDC, 300 mm plaster Tens
16 second flasher, CG6P, 120-3.05 A lamp. Daylight
Control S1065

Interior:

no access
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THEMATIC GROUP NOMINATION

CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY
18th century --beacon on site

1801 - four acres purchased from Marshall Jenkins, Martin Pease, and Joseph
Huxford for $30.00.

1802 - tower 35' high, 19" diameter at base, 7' top; surmounted by iron
lantern 4 1/2' diameter, 7'10" high. Wooden shingled; top covered with
copper, then lantern. Stone foundation, 5 flights of stairs. Keeper's House:
frame 1 1/2 story with basement; double chimey, 15' x 32'; 2 rooms/floor.
1838 - Tlighthouse lost with eroding shoreline. New one set back.

1851 - keeper's dwelling (2 story, 31' x 58' x 30'), erected for $12,000. O0il
house also built.

1853-59 - reflectors replaced with revolving red and white prisms.
1892 - conical wooden lighthouse set back 35' from the shore.
1922 - tower moved to present location.

1925 - garage, 15' x 23' x 10', constructed for 3500 (not included in
nomination).

AT ———

1942 - Tookout tower, 8' x 8' x 15', one story, one room, $250. 4' above
grade, windows, 4 sides, shingle roof, "novelty siding" (not included in
nomination).
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LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cape Poge Light possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials
and workmanship as well as associations with the development of aids to
navigation in Massachusetts. Constructed in 1893, it is the third tower on
the site (first erected 1802) and one of only seven wood frame lighthouses in
the state. It meets criteria A & C of the National Register of Historic

Places as well as survey criteria 2a, 3a.
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WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

(“R"” June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Cape Poge (Pogue) Light (Lighthouses of Massachusetts TR)

Dukes County
MASSACHUSETTS

X resubmission

] nomination by person or local government
] owner objection

[ appeal

Substantive Review: [J sample (I request [ appeal

Working No. Aéf/PpZ/

Fed. Reg. Date:

Date Due: Q//i,/f 7
Action: ____ACCEPT
_—RETURN__ L~~~ 7
= REJECT
Federal Agency: USLCE
[J NR decision

Reviewer’s comments:

Recom./Criteria

Reviewer

Discipline

Date

see continuation sheet
Nomination returned for: _lctechnical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? [ yes O no
7. Description
Condition Check one Check one
O excellent [] deteriorated [J unaltered Ll original site
|___] good |:| ruins D altered D moved date
D fair D unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

] summary paragraph
[J completeness

7 clarity

[ alterations/integrity
(] dates

[] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

() summary paragraph

[(J completeness

[ clarity

(] applicable criteria

[ justification of areas checked

[J relating significance to the resource
[J context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

[ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

X 10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

‘X.Verbal boundary description and justification e .
M .

11.  Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

(] Maps
[J Photographs
[J other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed W Date M 5 %7 Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 918-450



'LIGHTHOUSE INFORMATION FORM NUMBER 10

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
80 Boylston Street, Boston, MA 02116

PHOTOGRAPH KEY HISTORIC NAME: Cape Poae (Poaue) Liah*

Victoria L. DiStefano - Martha's TOWN:
Yieyard—Commsstomr—=571980

Edgartown
On Northeast Point of Chappaquid-
LOCATION: dick Island at East end

1. Cape Poge Light COUNTY:  Dukes CODE: 007

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  10th

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

Dukesrnumt¥ Courthouse

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:

- tnation i Fined to 1.“| l
ovineTship (27 /ﬁ‘m{o‘cb vhedl f’é”"é Faﬂ,,j) U
SKETCH MAP LAT. /LONG. :LAT 41 25'11'N LONG 70 27'5"

kil

UTM COORDINATE: 19/378/600/4586/200

USGS QUADRANGLE: Prov.,RI., Mass., Conn.

SCALE: 1-250,000

OWNER(S): First Coast Guard District

408 Atlantic Avenue
Boston., MA 02110

e

STATUS: Unmanned/Active

V. DiStefano
RECORDED BY: N. Salzman

rflartha’'s Vineyard Comnm.
ORGANIZATION: MHC

DATE: 4/20/80 -- Auqust 1981
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LIGHTHOUSES OF MASSACHUSETTS Liahthouse # 10
THEMATIC GROUP NOMINATION page 1

SITE DESCRIPTION

Cape Poge Light is Tocated on the Northeast point of Chappaquiddick Island
which is off the tip of eastern Martha's Vineyard. It is one of the

easternmost Tandfalls in New England and on the route to Edgartown Harbor. It
is the flat, sandy spit of land, with dunes and Tow scrub.
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Lighthouse # 10
" LIGHTHOUSES OF MASSACHUSETTS pads <
THEMATIC GROUP NOMINATION

MAJOR ELEMENTS DESCRIPTION

The only element is a conical, wood-framed tower (1893) rising 55' above water
level. It is the third on this site. A deteriorated, altered and abandoned
1851 keeper's dwelling is not included in.this nomination. Coast Guard
records and published accounts indicate that Cape Poge Light has been moved or
reconstructed at Teast six times as a result of coastal erosion. An 1889 plan
shows an octagonal tower whereas 1907 and 1922 plans show a round tower
structure at two separate Tocations. The existing tower conforms to 1893
plans for a "Temporary" Light. This suggests that the light was moved rather
than reconstructed in 1922. The Coast Guard plans to relocate the Tlight 500
southwest of the existing location using a skycrane helicopter during the fall
of 1986. The proposed relocation to land owned by the Trustees of
Reservations is necessitated by continuing erosion of the sand cliff.

TOWER:: Conical tower on wooden piers; shingled in wood; small entry
porch with Tow pitched, gabled, shingle roof with vertical
wooden siding; cove built out to support balcony.

Exterior:

Windows: at level 1,2 and 4. The top window butts against the cove of
the balcony; others have pediment heads; all are boarded up at
present.

Balcony: consists of simple posts with knob top/upper rail and Tower
rail near floor.

Lantern: standard ten sided form, surmounted by intact ball vent and:

lightning rod; glass in all sections. Lower half cast iron,
paneled with elaborate U-shaped vent covers (cf., Brant Point,
#7)
Light Characteristics: flasher CG181, 12VDC, 300 mm plaster lens
16 second flasher, CG6P, 120-3.05 A Tamp. Daylight
Control S1065

Interior:
no access
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THEMATIC GROUP NOMINATION

CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY
18th century - beacon on site

18071 - four acres purchased from Marshall Jenkins, Martin Pease, and Joseph
Huxford for $30.00.

1802 - tower 35' high, 19" diameter at base, 7' top; surmounted by iron
lantern 4 1/2' diameter, 7'10" high. Wooden shingled; top covered with

copper, then Tantern. Stone foundation, 5 flights of stairs. Keeper's House:
frame 1 1/2 story with basement; double chimey, 15' x 32'; 2 rooms/floor.

1838 - Tlighthouse Tost with eroding shoreline. New one set back.

1851 - keeper's dwelling (2 story, 31' x 58' x 30'), erected for $12,000. 01l
house also built.

1853-59 - reflectors replaced with revolving red and white prisms.
1892 - conical wooden Tighthouse set back 35' from the shore.

1922 - tower moved to present Tocation.

1925 - garage, 15' x 23' x 10', constructed for 3500 (not included in
nomination).

1942 - Tookout tower, 8' x 8' x 15', one story, one room, §250. 4' above
grade, windows, 4 sides, shingle roof, "novelty siding" (not included in
nomination).
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LIGHT;

" ThEMAT

WISES b : Lighthouse # 10
AiH;uRUUr’NOvu AION page 4

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cape Poge Light possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials
and workmanship as well as associations with the deve1opment of aids to
navigation in Massachusetts. Constructed in 1893, it is the third tower on
the site (first erected 1802) and one of only seven wood frame lighthouses in
the state. It meets criteria A & C of the National Register of Historic

Places as well as survey criteria 2a, 3a.
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CAPE POGE
Xind of Lighs. Sound. LIGHT éT‘&,TION' Site Purchased. ... Sept. 6, 1836 & June 30 1871,
Order of Lighe. Ath. Deed Recorded tn Dukes CaReg. B268% B 45p 159,
Charactertasic of Ligh................... Fized White. MASS. Mrat Budldings, when buile. /801
3 . : When. rebuile or renovaied. . . Rebuilr 1857
Lat. 41'25'16" N.
Long. 70°27°06"'W. . Area of Reservacion to ME W ltne {gzpl:_n:.

.40 -

Area enclosed to edge of bank ..

Reservation Burveyed June 18 toJune 26,1889, by E.P ADAMS, C.E., L.H. Surveyor.

Scale, Téb% .

. Norx:

The vea has washed away the whole of pur-
Chase of dacres of Aug. 0. 1804, recorded in
Bk 14, p. ~; and nearly all of purchase of 4.0
acres of June 6, 1825, recorded in Bk 22,p 248.

— EXPLANATIONS. —

The Mag Decl: in 187Iwas d in 1889, by comp of
to have been 10°24’ the declination at ume of survey was determined, by observation
of Polarts to be 1/"30W  Courses given on plan are True beanngs. Contours3ft apart.
® Light Tower. A, Double Dwelling. B.Fucl House. C.Old Well liowse. D Landing.
Ry - —=—== Fence. [ Site of old Uwelling ¥ Signal N us
5 MHWiine. ... MLWLine w Swne Bound,Jft long. 6% 6 top cut thus —
G Gate. H Boat House. 3 LRE

L.HSurveyor 1"42" Dists. Engr { 82°LH Duses.
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

Continuation sheet " Item number Page 3.7 Y

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Lighthouses of Massachusetts TR

State MASSACHUSETTS
Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
/° ;11, Hospital Point Light Station &Sg&\‘ﬁ R ;wé, /;40343
Q‘“%‘ Bt v -
Attest
32. Graves Light Station s 3 Miﬁ‘Wﬂeeper MM
Attest
23. Annisquam Harbor Light Station g%perW,(/ %/f/
Natdomal Resdshor Attest
The Beacon
Ad. mtered 1n WS Z‘(eeper M“"/ (/J%r;
National Regisber ”
Attest P
. . Bstersd in ke ' / / :
85. Bird Island Light Betional RegiS%G%/‘{eePefWZWi/
Attest
35. Borden Flats Light Statloq &‘i in “ f']/eeper WW %/
Attest
37. Boston Light Station mitered ‘x W %éper Wé@%
Mpiomes loglsser = 7 wEr r
Attest
38. Brant Point Light Station ﬁd ”!Il .lg_h@Z/kgeper M%H//
Attest
Butler Flats Light Station WW
Ry BR 5 wiored iu e fﬁ‘éper ” o4y
sal Reghiina Attest
' §0. Cape Poge (Pogue) Light Batered in VI ,{éeeper Wjﬁé;

National Reglsber
Attest
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g 2002090
WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(“R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET
Cape Poge (Pogue) Light
Lighthouses of Massachusetts TR)
Dukes County / /
MASSACHUSETTS Working No. _ 2222 Z»iu
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: pa”, J/f7
i Batered in 4wg Action: _L—ACCEPT 7-2&-57
grésubmission Natiomal Reﬂlitg ____RETURN
[CJ nomination by person or local government % ' E ___REJECT
[ owner objection Federal Agency: JSC(—
] appeal
Substantive Review: ] sample [ request [ appeal J NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date

see continuation sheet

technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? O ves no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

[J excellent ] deteriorated [ unaltered e original site

O good [ ruins [ attered ] moved date
[ fair [C] unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

] summary paragraph
[J completeness

[ clarity

[] alterations/integrity
[ dates

[] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

(] summary paragraph

[ completeness

(7 clarity

[J applicable criteria

[ justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource
(] context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

[ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significar)ce of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
[ Maps

[ Photographs
(] Other

Questions concerning this nomination may.be directed to

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 918-450






#10

Cape Poge Lighthouse
Cape Poge, on the island of Chappaquiddick
Edgartown, Massachusetts

May 1, 1980
Photographer:  V,L, DiStefano

negative filed at M.V. Commission

Organization: Martha's Vineyard
Commission
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000282




