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^POPEHTy DESCRIPTION ^
Positioned about amile from the mouth of the Piscataqua River, the white-painted cast iron

Portsmouth Harbor lighthouse marks the entrance and anchorage of the Port of Portsmouth. Located
athe northeastern point of New Castle, the slightly conical light tower rises against the backdrop
fnever-completed Civil War era granite casemates of Fort Constitution. Its site is arocky protru-
ion almost surrounded by water at high tide. Distinctive ornamental features not found on pre-
370s northern New England lighthouses are the pedimented Italianate hoodmolds; projecting above the
cched openings of the three windows in the structure, and brackets supporting the iron-balustraded
Latform encircling the lantern housing afourth order French Fresnel lens. Related structures ty-
Lcal of li^tstations are the wooden walkway/bridge leading from the stone foundation to an opening
1the fort walls; agable-roofed brick oil storage structure located several yards south of the
ilkway on the sea side of the fort walls; and aclapboarded, 1-|- story keeper's house located inside
le fort walls, (see continuation sheet, related buildings) The lighthouse displays afixed green
L i g h t .

STATEMENT OF ARCHITECTURAL/ENGINEERING/LANDSCAPE SIGNIFICANCE

The lighthouse and its ancillary resources are significant as the products of the administra¬
tion of the U. S. Light House Board created in 1852 to improve the quality of U. S. aids to navi¬
gation after along period of conservative and often inept management. The resources of the station
smbody the distinctive characteristics of structin:e and building types developed by the engineers
Df the Board for lightstations and the keepers who served them. The lighthouse is significant as
icast iron structure type developed by these engineers after the early 1850s to create durable
Low-maintenance lighthouses, with the cast building material permitting architectural embellishment.
Che 1871 keeper's house, with its projecting eaves and jerklnhead gables, is descended from the
2ottage architecture promoted by such taste-makers as A. J. Downing, and is amodest example of the
Board's use of stylistic features reflecting architectural fashion for these coastal buildings,
^hich were seen and visited by increasing numbers of summer visitors in the late 19th century. The
1892 oil house is astructure type developed by the Board for the safe storage of the flammable
cerosene lamp fuel used for lighthouse lamps in the last decades of the 19th century until electri-
zication in the 20th century; this occurred in 1926 at Portsmouth Harbor lightstatlon. The designer
Df both the lighthouse and the keeper's house was evidently James C. Duane, an Army Engineer Corps
Dfficers who served as engineer for the first (NH and ME) and second (MA) districts from 1868-79 ~
iperiod of extensive rebuilding of lighthouse resources after the Civil War Interrupted the
Board's improvements. Duane was thus responsible for many structures and buildingswhich are an
Important visual aspect of the coastal scene. Locally he designed the I87I granite replacement
Shale's Back Light at the mouth of the Piscataqua and the cast iron lighthouses. an4 frame houses
^t Cspe Ne(BtBlck and Cape Elizabeth, Maine and the double dwelling at theLEsles nf Shoals (fiemn! ishe.
STATEMENT OF HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Castle William &Mary (later renamed Fort Constitutulon) was
built in New Hampshire in 1771 and the tenth of the Colonial era. It was replaced by another
structure in 1804 on the site of the present structure. Provincial and federal documents -corres¬
pondence, bills, specifications and reports -reveal much about the building of the, earlier light-
louses, the lighting apparatus used, the keepers..employed, the management stystems and the rela-
tioship with the establishment at the fort from the late Colonial era through the early decades of
federal management. The extant resources of the station reflect the continued importance of light-

to the maritime affairs of the Piscataqua River and seacost regions of New Hampshire and
southern Maine; they also represent the administration of the U. S. Light House Board^and its
nission to improve the nation's aids to navigation following highly critical reports^in I838,
ind 1851. Finally they have assumed associative significance as symbols of the crucial role played
by maritime commerce in the development and sustenance of the region's economy, of^the dangers of
bhe seafaring life and of the human dedication once essential to maintaining the light.

t h e s i t e o f t h e fi r s t l i g h t h o u s e

s o u s e s
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ZCSTIKVATIO!^ SHEET (note heading of each section to be continued)
s l a t e d b u i l d i n g s

The wooden walkway/bridge leading from the lighthouse to the fort walls is simply constructed
I t i s;planking laid across stringers and has abalustrade of square wooden post with two rails.

Levated above the t ide-washed rocks on three masonry piers averaging five feet in height,
ctends 50' west-northwestof the foimdations of the lighthouse and at at angle another 46.5' north-
sst to an opening in the fort walls afew yards from the keeper's house. Asimilar structure was
lilt to the 1804 lighthouse. The extant bridge postdates the 1906 moving of the keeper's house
3 i t s p r e s e n t s i t e .

The keeper's house, built in I87I from plans provided by first district lighthouse engineer
imes C. Duane, was first built over 100 yards distant, on the seaward slope of ahill on which
3ill stands the remains of aWar of 1812 period brick mairtello tower; it was moved in 1897 because
3e site was needed for an artillery battery and again in I906 for the same reason. The house
3painted white with lead-colored trim, with aroof covered with red asphalt shingles, both tra-
-tional for llghtstations. Built on cut granite foundations extending nearly 7' above grade, it
3of five bays on the south-southeast-facing front elevation and of tT:o biys on the sides. It is
3' long and 28' wide. Of pictiuresque cottage design, it displays an upper story cross gable on the
:ont facade, projecting eaves, and jerkinhead gable ends,. Windows contain 6/6 sash. Abrick
:ove chimney emerges from the roof ridge near the eastern gable end. (one at the western end has
5en removed.) In I89O, an open, balustraded balcony at the upper story cross gable was removed
id a roo fed en t r y po rch cons t ruc ted .

The 1892 brick oil house is approximately ten feet wide at the gable ends and eleven feet long,
le red b r i ck wa l l s a re l a id i n F lem ish s t re t che r bond ; so ld ie r cou rses fo rm the fla t a rches fo r
le west -southwest - fac ing door opening and the square, louvered vent i l la t ion openings in each
ib le peak. Wooden rak ing and hor izonta l corn ices wi th returns at the gable ends show t races of
l i te paint. The brick walls display flaking yel low paint, with remnants of earl ier red paint
l ow ing i n many p laces . The roo f i s cove red w i th g rey s l a tes . The doo r i s m iss ing . The floo r
3 o f b r i c k .

I t

Racks for holding five gallon cans of kerosene have been removed.


