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A m e n d e d I t e m s i n N o m i n a t i o n ;

S t a t e m e n t o f S i g n i fi c a n c e ; L e v e l o f S i g n i fi c a n c e8 .

All properties included in the multiple property nomination Operating Lighthouses
i n C o n n e c t i c u t w e r e c o n s i d e r e d t o m e e t t h e c r i t e r i a w i t h i n a s t a t e w i d e c o n t e x t .

1 0 . G e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a ; A c r e a g e

T h e a c r e a g e i s < 1 .

N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e rT h i s i n f o r m a t i o n h a s b e e n c o n fi r m e d w i t h J o h n H e r z a n ,
C o o r d i n a t o r , C T S H P O , b y t e l e p h o n e .

D I S T R I B X r r i O N ;

N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r p r o p e r t y fi l e
N o m i n a t i n g A u t h o r i t y ( w i t h o u t a t t a c h m e n t )



U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E R I O R
N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E

N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S
E VA L U AT I O N / R E T U R N S H E E T

REQUESTED ACTION: N O M I N A T I O N

S t r a t f o r d P o i n t L i g h t h o u s eP R O P E R T Y
N A M E :

O p e r a t i n g L i g h t h o u s e s i n C o n n e c t i c u t M P SM U L T I P L E
N A M E :

STATE &COUNTY: C O N N E C T I C U T , F a i r fi e l d

D A T E R E C E I V E D :
D A T E O F 1 6 T H D A Y :
D A T E O F W E E K L Y L I S T :

8 / 2 4 / 8 9
9 / 2 1 / 8 9

D A T E O F P E N D I N G L I S T :
D A T E O F 4 5 T H D A Y :

9 / 0 5 / 8 9
1 0 / 0 8 / 8 9

REFERENCE NUMBER: 8 9 0 0 1 4 7 6

N O M I N A T O R : F E D E R A L

R E A S O N S F O R R E V I E W :

APPEAL: N D A T A P R O B L E M : N
OTHER: N P D I L :
R E Q U E S T : N S A M P L E :

L A N D S C A P E : N
N P E R I O D :

Y S L R D R A F T : Y

LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
NPROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N

N A T I O N A L : N

COMMENT WAIVER: N

A C C E P T R E T U R N R E J E C T D A T E

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

R E C O M . / C R I T E R I A
R E V I E W E R

date Vn-Z: ^

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N



C L A S S I F I C A T I O N

r e s o u r c e t y p ec o u n t

S TAT E / F E D E R A L A G E N C Y C E R T I F I C AT I O N

F U N C T I O N

h i s t o r i c c u r r e n t

D E S C R I P T I O N

a r c h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i fi c a t i o n
m a t e r i a l s

d e s c r i p t i v e t e x t

S I G N I F I C A N C E

A r e a s o f S i g n i fi c a n c e — C h e c k a n d j u s t i f y b e l o w

B u i l d e r / A r c h i t e c t
S t a t e m e n t o f S i g n i fi c a n c e ( i n o n e p a r a g r a p h )

summary paragraph
c o m p l e t e n e s s
c l a r i t y
a p p l i c a b l e c r i t e r i a
j u s t i fi c a t i o n o f a r e a s c h e c k e d
r e l a t i n g s i g n i fi c a n c e t o t h e r e s o u r c e
c o n t e x t
r e l a t i o n s h i p o f i n t e g r i t y t o s i g n i fi c a n c e
j u s t i fi c a t i o n o f e x c e p t i o n

o t h e r

P e r i o d

S p e c i fi c d a t e s

B I B L I O G R A P H Y

G E O G R A P H I C A L D A T A

v e r b a l b o u n d a r y d e s c r i p t i o n
b o u n d a r y j u s t i fi c a t i o n

a c r e a g e
U T M s ■

A C C O M PA N Y I N G D O C U M E N TAT I O N / P R E S E N TAT I O N

p r e s e n t a t i o np h o t o g r a p h sU S G S m a p ss k e t c h m a p s

O T H E R C O M M E N T S

Q u e s t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h i s n o m i n a t i o n m a y b e d i r e c t e d t o

- f S ^P h o n

S i g n e d



DDESCRIPTION
C O N D I T I O N C H E C K O N E C H E C K O N E

Ĵ ORIGINAL SITE
— M O V E D

-̂EXCELLENT — D E T E R I O R A T E D

— R U I N S

— U N E X P O S E D

— U N A L T E R E D

X—ALTERED— G O O D D A T E

— F A I R

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

S t ra t fo rd Po in t L igh thouse (L igh t L i s t #960 )» es tab l i shed i n 1881 , marks
the mouth of the Housatonic River, standing twenty feet above high water
l e v e l o n t h e s h o r e o f L o n g I s l a n d S o u n d t o t h e w e s t o f t h e r i v e r ' s
mouth. Established in 1881, this cast-iron lighthouse in the shape of a
t r u n c a t e d c o n e p r e s e n t l y i s p a i n t e d w h i t e w i t h a h o r i z o n t a l b r o w n b a n d
marking the middle third of its shaft. In addition to the lighthouse,
the site includes awood framed keeper’s dwelling, also constructed in
1881, and abrick power house, bui l t in 1911 for the fog signal
a p p a r a t u s .

Aconcrete foundation laid on grade to aheight of three feet serves
a foo t ing fo r the l i gh t tower. The tower measures twenty -one fee t in
outside diameter at the base, eighteen feet at the top, and rises
th i r ty-five feet to the focal p lane of the l ight ,
curved cast-iron plates form the walls of the tower; bolts connect the
plates through flanges cast at the inner edges. Although the lantern
h a s b e e n r e m o v e d , t h e c a s t - i r o n l a n t e r n d e c k r e m a i n s , w i t h m o d e r n
lighting apparatus occupying the traditional central position on that
leve l . Rep lac ing the or ig ina l ornate cast - i ron s tanch ions around the
periphery of the lantern gallery are plain round metal posts, carrying
t w o p i p e r a i l s .

The entrance of the tower faces north, sheltered by afunctional,
unembellished projecting door hood which frames the elliptical arch of
the door opening and tapers to accommodate the s lanted tower wal l ,
arch has been br icked- in to create arectangular opening for a
replacement door. Three segmental ly-arched window openings are arranged
in ahelical pattern to light the winding stairway within the tower.
Two-over-two l ight, double-hung wood sashes fil l the cast- iron molded
window surrounds; cast-iron consoles support peaked, cast-iron window
hoods, each vith arecessed panel under amolded cornice.

1

a s

F i v e c o u r s e s o f

I

T h e

Inside, the cast-iron watchroom floor is supported on notches in the top
of the brick lining wal 1and by an iron rail which spans the tower to
support the center portion. Since no living quarters were required, the
interior is open up to the watchroom floor. Awinding cast-iron stair
curves gracefully around the periphery of the space. Because there is
no metal inner wall, except at the watchroom level, no central column
a n d n o i n t e r v e n i n g fl o o r s , t h e s t a i r s d o m i n a t e t h e i n t e r i o r . They are
keyed into the brick lining wall, and have plain pipe ball usters and

See Cont inuat ion Sheet
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Stratford Point Lighthouse# erected 1n 1881, Is significant as the
earliest example in Connecticut of the cone-shaped, pre-fabricated cast-
iron lighthouse, one of the earliest such lighthouses in the nation.
I ts construct ion and archi tectural detai ls include character ist ics which
represent the ear l ies t phase o f deve lopment . Later the type became more
standarized and was utilized on land and water sites in many varied
locations. The site represents the fourth oldest lighthouse station in
Connecticut still under Coast Guard Jurisdiction. Established in 1822
by t he f ede ra l gove rnmen t t o ma rk t he mou th o f t he Housa ton i ck R i ve r,
the light station at Stratford Point has made asignificant contribution
to the history of the aids to navigation in Long Island Sound,
addition, Stratford Point is significant as the only l ight station in
the nominated group with three principal components remaining intact:
the lighttower, the keeper’s dwelling, and the fog signal house.

I n

Stratford Point has been the site of alighthouse and keeper’s dwelling
since 1821. At that time Ezekiel Gilbert of Derby and Robert Fairchild
of Stratford contracted to build awood framed lighthouse on astone
f o u n d a t i o n t o m a t c h t h e o n e a t N e w H a v e n ,
white, as was asmall one and ahalf story wood framed keeper’s house
n e a r b y .

In 1881, this shingl ed wood framed 1ighttower was repl aced with the
present cast-iron structure, formed of curved cast-iron plates, flanged
for bolting into courses. The Lighthouse Board approved this design for
Strat ford Point in 1880, aweek af ter i t approved ashorter vers ion of
the same design for the Cold Spring Harbor, N.Y. front light. Long
Island Head Lighthouse was approved the same day. Six others of the
s a m e d e s i g n w e r e a p p r o v e d i n J u l y a n d A u g u s t , 1 8 8 0 . P r e s e n t
d o c u m e n t a t i o n s u g g e s t s t h a t S t r a t f o r d P o i n t i s t h e e a r l i e s t e x t a n t
l i g h t h o u s e o f t h i s d e s i g n .

Construction was supervised by General Duane of the Engineering Corps.
The five courses of cast-iron plates were bolted together through
flanges on the inside, the lower rim of each course overlapping the one
below in asemi-circular cast ridge. The seams of the top course were
covered by b racke ts , supppor t ing adeck upon wh ich the lan te rn res ted .

Deeply molded cast-iron window surrounds, projecting pedimented hoods
and recessed panels, and simple projections at the top and sides of the

S e e C o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t

I t was to be pa in ted red o r
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Stratford Point Lighthouse
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c h e c k e r e d p a t t e r n e d t r e a d s ,
i n t o t h e b r i c k l i n i n g w a l l o n e i t h e r s i d e o f t h e e n t r a n c e ,
s to rage space is p rov ided in the watchroom.
the watchroom wi th the s ta i rw ay to the 1ower 1eve l .
board tongue and groove sheathing covers the watchroom wal ls and
ceiling# where awood boss with turned moldings finishes the center.
T h e w a t c h r o o m # p r e s e n t l y a i r c o n d i t i o n e d #
m e a s u r i n g a i r p o l l u t i o n ,
w h i c h l e a d s t o t h e l a n t e r n .

Storage space is provided by niches built
A d d i t i o n a l

A s i x p a n e l d o o r c o n n e c t s
V e r t i c a l b e a d e d

c o n t a i n s a p p a r a t u s f o r
Acurved metal wall supports aship's ladder

The present lighting apparatus# manufactured by Carlisle and Finch#
C i n c i n n a t i # O h i o #
r e fl e c t o r s .

Weather instruments and asmall Fresnel-type modern lens are mounted
elsewhere on this deck. The original lighting apparatus was athird
order Fresnel lens with aconstant level lamp by L. Sauter and Co
rotated by aHenry Lepaute c lockwork mechanism,
w h i t e l i g h t . '
i n a m e r c u r y t r o u g h .

The keeper's dwell ing# located forty-five feet north of the tower# is a
wood framed building with cross gabled roof,
b y t h i r t y - o n e f e e t ,
r e p o r t a s h a v i n g b r i c k n o g g i n g b e t w e e n t h e s t u d s ,
dwel 1ing contained eight rooms# including three bedrooms# one dining
room# one kitchen# one sitting room# and one pantry. Carpenter Gothic
detai ls# shown in histor ic photographs# included labels over windows
and doors and scroll cut bargeboards. All that remains of the original
detailing are the labels on the northwest corner porch and the porch
p o s t s .

The brick powerhouse# measuring twenty feet wide and thirty feet long#
was built from adesign used at Montauk Point# N.Y.# and elsewhere. Its
w e l l - c o n s i d e r e d s y m m e t r i c a l e l e v a t i o n s # t r a n s o m e d w i n d o w s a n d w i d e
doors# impos ing cupo la (now removed)# ca rved roo f b racke ts# and b r i ck
den t i l t r im d i s t i ngu i sh abu i l d i ng i n t ended t o house impo r tan t
machinery. Original ly unpainted# the br ick is now painted white. The
c u p o l a h a s b e e n r e p l a c e d w i t h a m e t a l m e s h e n c l o s u r e . M o s t o f t h e
openings have been bricked up. The building presently is used to house
an important collection of aids to navigation equipment.

cons is ts o f two sealed beacon l ights wi th double
I t i s moun ted on as tand a t t he cen te r o f t he l an te rn deck .

● 9

I t e m i t t e d a fl a s h i n g
In 1932# the apparatus was afourth order lens# rotating

In plan it measures thirty
The house was described in an 1887 inspection

W h e n b u i l t t h e
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doorway all identify Stratford Point Lighthouse as an example of
TrVlPx tTZ lu'lTm"" "sMhouss construction. T l̂s phase dated
In the same year as the cast-iron lighthouse construction, the original
keeper's dwelling was replaced with the present gable roofed fram
structure. Historic photographs of the structure show labels and
scroll-work porch brackets and bargeboards, suggesting abelated Gothic

o r i g i n a l w o o d t r i m r e m a i n s o n t h e
northwest corner porch.

e

Afog signal was established at Stratford Point in 1858. At the time
the cast-iron lighttower was built in 1881, anew fog-bell tower also
was constructed, located about 20 feet southwest of the lighttower.
The new machinery was housed in ashed below the bell. In 1910, a
compressed-air siren was ordered to replace the fog-bell, and abrick

for the first class sirens was erected to the west of the
lighttower, using adesign also employed by the Third District
star^dl'no p o . e r h o u s e r e m a i n sStanding. In 1931, fog signal engines by G. E. and Ingersoll
in use, operat ing atyphon whist le.

a t

R a n d w e r e

JJ® of lighting apparatus at Stratford Point began i
1821 with the introduction of eight lamps used as afixed light,
ayear Winslow Lewis, an inventor who had sold the U.S. government the
rights to his improved Argon type lamps and silvered parabolic
reflectors, visited Stratford Point and installed anew mechanism. This
device consisted of arevolving frame holding ten new lamps, ten newsixteen inch reflectors, and two new spare lamps. Aclock mechanism for
lighthous®s, patented by the renowned clockmaker Simon Willard, was

^ as well. The Lew is 1amps were repl aced with a
fifth order Fresnel light in the decade before the Civil War. In 1867,
the two range lenses with iron frames were described as providina
flashes which were too brief and too infrequent. An 1881 inspection

® flashing l ight as the apparatus in p lace
at that date. It consisted of aconstant "level" lamp and two revolving

'made by L. Sautter and Co. and secured back to back. The
Henry Lepaute clockwork required winding every four hours. In 1932, the
inspector reported afourth order electric incandescent light in placeJ revo lv ing in a t rough o f mercury and g iv ing
of 290,000 candle power. ^

n

W i t h i n

range 1enses

a l i g h t
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Descr ipt ive List of Light Stat ion.; . "Strat ford Point ,
1887, National Archives Record Group 26.

Inspection Reports 1881, "Stratford Point", Third Coast Guard
District Legal Department, Property File.

Lighthouse Board, Civil Engineering Drawings, Reel 5A;
'’Stratford Point," United States Coast Guard Academy Library.

U.S. L ighthouse Board, Annual Report o f th^ L ighthouse Board.
1867-81, 1883, 1888-90, 1895- 96, 1899, 1910.

t t



f® 7 F 7 T IP
‘1’

V
a ,V^' .\Av9

^4

<>I ^ C = lf

alnut Beachf

0 6/ i b ♦
4*

● -
V ‘ -/

5 -,w ● / - . 1 0 .<c

-5*

= f e i / .■> J

3' x

S^ j<S*''’' i1dermere
B e a c h

7

7 . \ VsT'
o a ’

\ 0 T l 2I
C - ' 3f> >

■y ' N - e l l s -
■\ ■

Û
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NAME OF PROPERTY; Stratford Point Lighthouse

Fairfield County, CTCOUNTY WHERE LOCATED:

DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH: 1985

NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER:

LOCATION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH NEGATIVE:
DESCRIPTION OF THE VIEW:

PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER: 1

John Milner Associates, Inc.

John Milner Associates, Inc.
309 N. Matlack St., West Chester, PA

Keeper's dwelling and light tower, view from the
s o u t h w e s t .



NAME OF PROPERTY;

COUNTY WHERE LOCATED:

DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH:

name of PHOTOGRAPHER:

Stratford Point Lighthouse
Fairfield County, CT

1985

John Milner Associates, Inc.
LOCATION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH NEGATIVE: John Milner Associates, Inc

309 N. Matlack St., West Chester, PAor fog signal house, view from thedescription OF THE VIEW: Powerhouse
photograph NUMBER: 2 s o u t h w e s t .
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NAME OF PROPERTY: Stratford Point Lighthouse

COUNTY WHERE LOCATED: Fairfield County, CT

D AT E O F P H O TO G R A P H : 1 9 8 5

NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER: John Mi lner Assoc ia tes , Inc .

LOCATION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH NEGATIVE: John Milner Associates, Inc.
309 N. Matlack St., West Chester, PA

DESCRIPTION OF THE VIEW: Light tower window, first story, facing southeast.
First style period for cast iron cylinder lighthouses.

PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER: 3
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NAME OF PROPERTY: Stratford Point Lighthouse

Fairfield County, CTCOUNTY WHERE LOCATED:

DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH: 1985

NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER:

LOCATION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH NEGATIVE:

DESCRIPTION OF THE VIEW: Watchroom door.

PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER: 5

John M i lne r Assoc ia tes , Inc .

John M i l ne r Assoc ia tes , I nc .
309 N. Matlack St., West Chester, PA

. N o t e p o r t h o l e w i n d o w.
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NAME OF PROPERTY: Stratford Point Lighthouse

COUNTY WHERE LOCATED: F a i r fi e l d C o u n t y , C T

DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH: 1985

John M i lne r Assoc ia tes , Inc .NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER:

LOCATION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH NEGATIVE: John Mi lne r Assoc ia tes , Inc .
309 N. Matlack St., West Chester, PA

DESCRIPTION OF THE VIEW: L igh t ing Appara tus , 1985

PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER: 6
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