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NEW BEDFORD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Dr. F. John Adams, Music Director

POPS PROGRAM -7:00 P.M.

John Philip Sousa
Richard Rodgers
Antonin Dvorak
Richard Rodgers

Johann Strauss

Giacomo Puccini
Giacomo Puccini

George Gershwin

Jean Sibelius

Washington Post March
Selections from "Sound of Music"
Salvonic Dance, Opus. 46, #8
Selections from "The King & I"
Thunder and Lightning Polka

Vocal selections performed by
Ms. Susan M. Mello

"Musetta's Waltz" from La Boheme
"Si Mi Chiamano Mimi'" La Boheme

"Summertime" from Porgy & Bess

Finlandia

Captain Francis Saltus

Van Boskerck, U.S.C.G.

Francis Scott Key

United States Coast Guard Anthem

Star Spangled Banner

Peter 1. Tchaikovsky

John Philip Sousa

1812 Overture

Stars and Stripes Forever

Musical Prelude: Jon Nelson, 6:00-7:00 P.M,
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National Anthem
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Remarks
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Departure of
Official Party
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Clark's Point Lighthouse, 1854

A Brief History of

(lark’s PHoint
Lighthouse

41°35'32"N
70°54'03" W.

Throughout recorded history, the lighthouses of Clarks Point have served as important
navigational aids to generations of mariners. The first lighthouse was built of wood
in 1797 and financed by New Bedford's merchants to help guide their ships safely
into port. The lighthouse burned a year later but was quickly rebuilt and turned over
to the federal government in 1800. After another fire in 1804, it was rebuilt of rubble
masonry. In 1869, the light was moved to the top northeast corner of Fort Taber.
The reason for this change was revealed in an article (April 22, 1869) in the New
Bedford Republican Standard: ". . . the present location is right before one of the
principal fronts of the fortification. The keeper's dwelling, which formerly stood near
the tower, was removed to the rear of the fort several
years ago, as soon as the work was advanced enough
to admit of mounting any guns. The new location is
200 feet northwest of the position of the light, and
about fifteen feet higher." Records indicate that the
signal of original beacon and its replacement atop the
fort was "fixed white."

A May 25, 1869 Notice to Mariners' in the Whalemen'’s
Shipping List & Merchant’s Transcript, the U.S.
Lighthouse Establishment noted “that on or after June
15, 1869, the light at Clark's Point at the entrance of
the harbor of New Bedford, will be placed upon the
Capt. Amos C. Baker, Jr. Northwesterly angle of the Fort at the Point. The light
will be placed 248 feet North, 48 degrees 5 minutes

Fort Taber, with the old and new Clarks Point Ltght as it looked in 1889.



West (magnetic) from its present position and elevated 11 feet above the present focal
place.” The notice states that the light was to be placed on the “Northwesterly angle,”
not the Northeasterly position is occupies today. It remains to be discovered whether
the notice carried a serious typographical error (i.e. “northwesterly” instead of
“northeasterly”) or if it was decided later that the position of the light be moved. Listed
as Beacon #120 in the federal lighthouse records of 1875, Clark's Point tower is 59
feet high from its base to the focal plane, rising 68 feet above sea level.

Clarks Point Light shone from atop Fort Taber for almost three decades before it was
replaced by Butler Flats Light Station in the outer harbor in 1898. The llghtkeeper at
Clarks Point was Capt. Amos C. 7

Baker, Jr., a retired New Bedford

whaling master. Baker became the ||
first keeper at Butler Flats and served ©
there from 1898 to 1911. His son, | §if
Charles A. Baker served as light [ =
keeper from 1911 to 1941. Clark's |
Point Lighthouse and Fort Taber were
officially designated a National ¥«
Register District on February 8, 1973.

A view of light abo?e the quad, circa 1900

The city's only lighthouse on the mainland, Clark's Point Light is New Bedford's most
accessible. Due to the remote location, the light and the fort, had fallen victim to
vandalism, which destroyed some of the restoration efforts of the mid 1970's. However,
heightened security in recent years have greatly improved the situation. Completion
of Fort Taber Park is scheduled for Fall 2001. The park, with its buildings, fort and
the lighthouse is wholly owned and operated by the City of New Bedford.

Restoration of Clark's Point Lighthouse, which stands independent of the fort’s
earthen roof, concludes the city’s initial phase of exterior work to the fort. Total
refurbishment of the fort’s interior and repairs to its roof is tentatively scheduled for
completion by 2005-2006.

The restored Clark's Point Lighthouse includes
a U.S. Coast Guard approved marine beacon.
It is registered as a private aid to navigation.
The beacon features a new 250mm clear acrylic
lens with a nominal range of 9 nautical miles.
Like the original beacon, it is of the Fifth Order
and will remain a."fixed white" signal.
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In 1840, when a Board of Engineers met in Boston
to plan a defense operation of the Atlantic Coast, New
Bedford was considered important because of its fine
harbor and industrial base. Major R. Delafield,
(considered the "Father of America Seacoast Artillery")
and Captain Robert E. Lee (later to become Commander-in-Chief of the
Confederate Land Forces) drew up plans for a granite fortress at Clark's
Point. The amount of $50,000 was authorized for the construction of a
pentagonal-shaped, three-tier fort, which was designed for 70 guns. In
1857, the government paid $7000 for Edward
Wing Howland's farm as the site for the fort.
Building began in 1857 after construction of
a stone pier on the east side of the Point, used
for unloading the granite. Old whaleships were
used to transport the stone from Sullivan, Maine.
At the outbreak of the Civil War, the fort's
walls had only a few courses in place. On May !
1, 1862, Lt. Henry Martyn Robert (author of
Robert's Rules of Order) was appointed ’
Superintendent of Construction. The first
cannon were installed in 1863. On June 15, 1869, a lighthouse was
established on the northeast bastion to replace the original Clark's Point
Light. The end of the Civil War in 1865 rendered the stone fort obsolete
and by 1871, its construction was halted. The third tier was never completed
and the unused blocks may still seen in the riprap along the shore. The
i Army officially named the fort in honor of New
‘4‘ "h’, Bedford native Lt. Colonel Logan Rodman,

Brig. Gen. Henry M. Robert, 1901

t‘/ s 5 ":"\-.' 2 ’\ of the 38th Massachusetts Infantry, who
"' Q '7@ A fell at the head of his Regiment in the
’J/\) “* "4 assault on Port Hudson, LA in 1863.
/ . A -

, *® & However, during its construction, the
= "!”!';ii;["[“ - :;’ fort was locally dubbed "Fort Taber"

. Vv after Issac C. Taber, New Bedford's

WS Foripian, 1861 el Mayor during the Civil War. To this
day, local residents call it Fort Taber. Although the fort never "saw the
flame of battle," it served as a deterrent to those who may have envisioned
New Bedford and its valuable whaling fleet as a rich target.
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CAPTAIN GERALD M. DAVIS, USCG
Chief of Staff, First Coast Guard District

Captain Gerald M. Davis is Chief of Staff, First Coast Guard
District in Boston, Massachusetts. The First District, under
the command of RADM George N. Naccara, oversees Coast
Guard missions of search and rescue, law enforcement,
commercial vessel certification and safety, and marine
pollution response in New England, New York and the
northern portion of New Jersey.

After graduating from the U.S. Coast Guard Academy in
1974, Captain Davis was assigned aboard USCGC JARVIS (WHEC-725) as a student
engineer. Captain Davis later served as Assistant Engineer Officer aboard USCGC GLACIER
(WAGB-4) in Long Beach, California, Engineer Officer aboard USCGC POLAR SEA
(WAGB-11) in Seattle, Washington, Executive Officer aboard USCGC MORGENTHAU
(WHEC-722) and USCGC MUNRO (WHEC-724) in San Francisco, California, Commanding
Officer of USCGC STORIS (WMEC-38) in Kodiak, Alaska, and as the Commanding
Officer USCGC POLAR SEA (WAGB-11).

His shore assignments include serving as the Major Cutter Type Desk in the Fourteenth
District in Honolulu, Hawaii and the Thirteenth District in Seattle Washington; the Assistant
Branch Chief for Program Standards, Naval Engineering Division at Coast Guard Headquarters;
Chief of the Cutter Support Branch, Naval Engineering Division, Maintenance and Logistics
Command Pacific, in Alameda, California; and as the Chief of the Platform Management
Division at the Engineering Logistics Command, in Curtis Bay, Maryland; the Executive
Assistant to the Chief Engineer of the Coast Guard (G-S) at Coast Guard Headquarters in
Washington, DC.; and reported into the First Coast Guard District in August, 2000.

Among Captain Davis’ military awards are the Meritorious Service Medal (Two awards),
USCG Commendation Medal (Five awards), USCG Achievement Medal (Two awards),
USCG and U. S. Navy Unit Commendations (Four awards), USCG Meritorious Unit
Commendation (Three awards), Antarctic Service Medal (Four awards), Arctic Service
Medal (Five awards).

He is a graduate of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology with a Masters of Science
Degree in Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering, and an Engineers Degree in Ocean
Engineering. He is also a 1993 graduate of the United States Naval War College, and a
1994 Department of Transportation Fellow.

Captain Davis and his wife Deborah (both of whose fathers retired from the Coast Guard
after 33 years of service) make their home in South Weymouth, Massachusetts and have
three children: Matthew (living in Redmond, WA), William Lee (a recent graduate from
the Virginia Military Institute), and Danielle (who lives at home and will be entering the
ninth grade this fall).
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