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B l o c k I s l a n d S o u t h e a s t L i g h t
Block Island, Rhode Island

Ye a r 2 0 0 0 M e m o r i e s

Block Island is a7,000 acre island, about seven miles
long and three miles across at its widest point, located 12 miles
from Long Island and the same distance from Charlestown,
Rhode Island. The island is surrounded by dangerous shoals
and ledges, and was sometimes called the “stumbling block”
of the New England coast. Dozens of vessels went down in
the years before the Lighthouse Service decided to build two
lighthouses: the North Light in 1829 and the Southeast Light
in 1875. Block Island Southeast Light, considered aprimary
seacoast light, is the highest light in New England.

In 1856 Congress appropriated $9,000 for the building
of alighthouse at the southeast tip of Block Island. The
Lighthouse Board then decided instead to use the money to
rebuild the existing lighthouse at the northern tip of the island,
and the building of the Southeast Light was put off indefinitely.

In 1872 a l oca l me rchan t named N i cho las Ba l l

circulated apetition for alighthouse at the island’s southeast
tip. The petition stated that vessels passing the area were
“exposed to as much danger as at almost any other place on
the entire coast of the United States.” The Lighthouse Board
agreed, and Congress appropriated $75,000 for the lighthouse.
Aten-acre plot of land on Mohegan Bluffs was purchased for
$1,350 for the lighthouse site.

President Grant signed the appropriation for the
Southeast Light and later visited the station. Cleveland Light
in Ohio, built in 1870, was avery similar structure. Cleveland
Light was discontinued in 1892 and later destroyed.



Ye a r 2 0 0 0 M e m o r i e s

The melding of Italianate and Gothic Revival styles
makes the Block Island Southeast Light unique. The Southeast
Light ended up costing almost $80,000 -$10,000 for the huge
first order Fresnel lens alone. The lighthouse was designated a
primary seacoast aid to navigation, which meant it was
equipped with the most powerful lighting apparatus available.
The other primary seacoast lights in the area were Gay Head
Light, Sankaty Head Light and Montauk Light. The fixed
white light, illuminated by lard oil, was first exhibited on
February 1, 1875.

The keeper’s house, attached to the tower, was a2-story
duplex residence with twin 1-story kitchen wings to the rear.
The building is brick with agranite foundation and trim. The
octagonal tower is capped by a16-sided cast-iron lantern.

In 1873 fog signal experiments were conducted near
the lighthouse site by Joseph Henry, chairman of the
Lighthouse Board and director of the Smithsonian Institution.
Henry studied the effects of weather conditions and air currents
on the ability of mariners to hear the steam-driven fog whistle.
Anew compressed air fog signal with kerosene engines was
installed in 1906. Two years later the fog signal house was
destroyed by fire. Anew building and fog signal equipment
were soon installed. The present electronic fog signal
dates f rom 1974.

In 1929 the Southeast Light was changed to aflashing
green light to differentiate it from the other lights in the vicini¬
ty. Anew lens was installed with flash panels; it appears that
this lens was made up of pieces “cannibalized” from earlier
lenses. Amercury float assembly was added for the revolving
lens. This system had replaced bearing and “chariot-wheel”
assemblies in many lighthouses beginning in 1890.



Year 2000 Memories
The hurricane of September 21, 1938, New England’s

worst ever, did tremendous damage to the lighthouse and
grounds. The radio beacon was knocked over, the oil house
was demolished, windows were blown out, and all power was
lost. The keepers had to turn the lens by hand for several days.

In 1939 aTexaco gasoline tanker was wrecked in a
thick fog near the bluffs, creating aburning gas slick. Luckily,
there were no injuries. The ship as later sunk by the Coast
Guard and remains afavorite scuba diving site.

In 1990 the Coast Guard deact ivated the Southeast

Light, replacing it with asteel tower. Jean Napier, adescen¬
dant of the first keeper, said, “It’s going to be avery sad day.
Ijust hate to see it happen.” Petty Officer Steve Koskinen was
the last Coast Guard keeper. One local resident, Marceline
Mazzur, reflected, “It was athing of beauty that we never
thought would go away.”

By the early ‘90’s, 115 years of erosion had put the
lighthouse on the endangered list. The National Trust for
Histor ic Preservat ion l is ted i t as one of Amer ica ’s 11 most

endangered structures of historic significance. The building,
once over 300 feet from the edge of the bluff, was then only
55 feet f rom the br ink.

Adedicated group of volunteers, the Block Island
Southeast Lighthouse Foundation, managed to raise about $2
million in federal and private funds to pay for the lighthouse to
be moved. In August 1993, International Chimney Company
of Buffalo, New York, and Expert House Movers, Inc. of
Virginia, moved the historic structure to its present location
about 300 feet f rom the bluff .



Family Events 2000
The first order lens had to be removed, since it rested

on apotentially dangerous mercury bed. It was later replaced
with afirst order lens that was originally in Cape Lookout
Light in North Carolina. The restored light was relit on
August 27, 1994.

Block Island Southeast Light was named aNational
Historic Landmark on September 25, 1997. The Block Island
Southeast Lighthouse Foundation operates asmall museum and
agift shop in the lighthouse, and tours of the tower are offered
in the summer.

T h e ‘ M i l l e n n i u m C a n c e l l a t i o n ’ w o u l d l i k e t o t h a n k

Jeremy D’Entremont for his permission to reprint this article
from his website, New England Lighthouses: AVirtual Guide.
Please visit his website at http://www.lighthouse.cc. This arti¬
cle may not be reproduced without Jeremy’s written permis¬
sion. For more information or help with the ongoing restora¬
tion of the Block Island Southeast Lighthouse, contact:

Block Island Southeast Lighthouse Foundation
B o x 9 4 9

Block Is land, RI 02807
(401) 466-5009
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I * T e c h n i c a l D e t a i l s C h a r t

New Year’s Eve Happenings
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D e n o m i n a t i o n &

Type of Issue:
F o r m a t :
S e r i e s :

Issue Date &City:
I l l u s t r a t o r :

Designer:
Engraver:
A r t D i r e c t o r :

Typographer:
M o d e l e r :

M a n u f . P r o c e s s :

P r i n t e r :

Block Island Lighthouse Stamped Card
2 2 9 4| i

20-cent Stamped Card
Stamped Card
S c e n i c A m e r i c a

July 24, 1999, Block Island, RI 02807
Wendell Minor, Washington, DC
Derry Noyes, Washington, DC

i'

N / A

Derry Noyes, Washington, DC
John Boyd, New York, NY
N / A
O f f s e t

Government Printing Office, (GPO)
O f f s e tPress Type:

Stamps per Coil/Pane N/A
Print Quantity:
Paper Type:
Gum Type:
P r o c e s s a t :

100 million Stamped Cards
22-lb. bright white
N / A

GPO, Washington, DC
Magenta, yellow, cyan, black
H o r i z o n t a l

2 . 2 5 X 1 . 2 5 i n . / 5 7 . 11 x 3 1 . 7 8 m m
5 . 5 X 3 . 5 i n . / 1 3 9 . 5 9 x 8 8 . 8 3 m m

C o l o r s :
C a r d O r i e n t a t i o n :

Image Area
O v e r a l l S i z e :
F u l l P a n e S i z e :
P l a t e S i z e :
P l a t e N u m b e r s :

N / A
N / A

N / A

Marg ina l :
Mark ings :

© U S P S 1 9 9 7 +

Recycled logo +the work “recycled
Catalog Item Number: 229440 Stamped Card -$0.21,

229461 First Day Cancellation -$0.31

I 9 9

This ‘Technical Details Chart’ was developed from
information contained in USPS Postal Bulletin #22001,

dated 7-1-99 and the StampsOnline’s Collector’s Corner at
http://www.stampsonline.com/collect/stamp99/blockleft.htm.



A b o u t Y o u r H o l o g r a m s a n d P o s t c a r d s I n f o r m a t i o n P a g e

Expanded Authenticity Information

Archived in asafe deposit box, at the Mand TBank, 28 N.
Main St., Honeoye Falls, N.Y. 14472 are three (3) certified M
and TBank check copies and three (3) PS Form 1096 Cash
Receipt(s) corresponding to the transactions made to purchase
these postcards. The PS Form 1096 Cash Receipt(s) are signed
and postmarked by the Postmaster of Lima, New York, 14485.
All receipts and certified checks correspond to the dates and
numbers contained on your Certificate of Authenticity. The PS
Form 1096 also reflects the purpose for which the monies
were used. All postcards were sent to Washington, D.C., by
the United States Postal Service, to obtain the two different
authorized Millennium Pictorial Designs. At the end of the
cancellation period, as is the procedure for such special can¬
cellations, the United States Postal Service calls any and all
canceling materials back, to be stored, never to be used again.

Holograms are currently used for security purposes, such as
on credit and bank cards, product packaging, postage stamps,
event tickets, and various items requiring authenticity. Until
the invention of the laser, in the 1960’s, good holograms could
not be produced.

Holograms look great in sunlight on aclear day, but do not
leave your hologram postcard in asunny window. Holograms
and postcards will fade if exposed to too much heat or direct
sunlight. Do not expose either your postcard or hologram to
moisture or liquids. Do not spray or pour any liquids on your
hologram or postcard.

Aclear direct light source from above and in the front of the
hologram will cause the 3D holographic image to appear at its
best. Light from asingle source such as aclear light bulb will
produce the sharpest image. Ahalogen spotlight will give
best results, while fluorescent lights or aroom with many
lights will be less effective.

Unique Cancellation

Your ‘Millennium Pictorial Cancellations’ appear on aUnited
States Postal Service ‘Block Island Lighthouse Stamped
Card(s)’. For ‘lighthouse’ collectors, these cards mark the
ultimate millennium collectible. These cards represent United
States Postal Service accountable paper not your local retail
department/drug store envelope, nor an unauthorized designed
postcard. This is not adual cancel on asingle card. All post¬
cards were hand cancelled, in accordance to United States
Postal Service regulations, in Washington, D.C., 20066.

I )

Storage of your ‘Millennium Cancellation’s

Please store your ‘Millennium Cancellation’® away from
heat, sunlight, moisture or any other medium that could alter
photos, plastic, metal, or paper products.
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