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The Marblehead Lighthouse is a lime-white, cone-shaped stone s tri;(Gaire,-<^ 
55 feet high, 25 feet i n diameter at i t s base, and 12 feet i n dia^^¥^^ 
a^ i t s top, (walls are five feet thick at the base and graduata'Jiio tvwc > 
feet i n thickness at the top>» Soaring 90 feet above ground, th^^l^Lgftt- ^\^} 
house is equipped with an intermittent red beam of 333,333 candli^ower^^, 
visible for 16 miles. V^^^ 

The present tower stands as i t was constructed originally except for^-- ' 
an addition of a few feet at the top to accommodate an improved l i g h t ­
ing system. 
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This was the second lighthouse built on the Great Lakes. I t was 
authorized by Congress in 1820 and construction began in 1821. 
Now i t i s the oldest lighthouse in continuous operation on the 
Great Lakes. The site was selected, because i t over looks the 
entrance to Sandusky Bay, by Stephen Pleasonton, General Super­
intendent of Lights, U. S. Treasury Dept. Contractor was Stephen 
Woolverton who sublet construction to William Kelley. Kelley 
came to Ohio from New York State in 1818. 
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January 19, 1970 

The Honorable Wra. B, Saxbe 
United States Senate ' ' 
Washington, D. C. • 

Dear B i l l , 

Re: Request f o r aid i n the acquisition of the 
Marblehead Light Keeper's House by the Ottawa 
County H i s t o r i c a l Society f o r the purpose of 
preservation and use as a museum. 

We are taking the l i b e r t y of w r i t i n g to you personally about t h i s 
matter because past conversation with you has indicated your genuine 
interest i n t h i s part of our st.'»te in the hope that you rw.y j o i n the 
e f f o r t to preserve the outward appearance of the Marblehead Point and 
our cause, 

Through our Congressman Del Latta, the Ottax^a County H i s t o r i c a l Society 
has f i l e d an application to purchase or lease the Keeper's House vjhich 
is located on the Marblehead Peninsula next to the Lighthouse i t s e l f . 
Mr, R. ^Keil Merckens, the iriiraediatc past-president of the vSoctety, has 
been acting on behalf oC the Society i n seeking a permanent home f o r the 
museum.; I n order to f i l l you in on the background to date vo. submit the 
follov/ing information: . 

The Society, vjhich has been i n existence f o r six years and i s recognized 
as a decided asset to the county and state, has gathered a sizable 
number of valuable items, raany of v/hich remain i n private possess5-on 
u n t i l such time as a permanent place is available Cor display. The 
Museum is presently located i n Port Clinton City H a l l , The municipal 
building is c u r r e n t l y being remodeled and the room which' arc using is 
needed urgently as the municipal courtroom. ''.Jo. have been asked to 
vacate the premises as early as possible. 

The Marblehead Light is the oldest operating l i g h t on the Great Lakes 
and has been entered in the National Registry of H i s t o r i c a l Sites. The 
Keeper's House i t s e l f i s 75 to 100 years old. The fame of t h i s s i t e is 
evidenced by a con.servative estimate of 50,000 persons per year - not 
including the number of boaters who observe t h i s landmark. 

1/ t 
J |s H i s t o r i c a l Society members and many residents of Ottavm County 

()• k l \ \ p ^ e e l that the Keeper's House would be an ideal loca t ion f o r 
\ /H ' - i I S - ' - ^ ' ^ permanent hom.e f o r the Museum. ila have a heritaf^c here which we f e e l must be kept. I t is w i t h i n the scope of the 

Society to rcnnovatc the house f o r the present c o l l e c t i o n 

(S^^/ yp / 

2237 SOUTH [vltTER ROAD . LAKESIDE i.lARBI.FMEAD, OHIO 



-2--

V7ith room f o r further acquisi.tions. The Society is fortunate to have 
^• q u a l i f i e d ' curator whose prcf^ence vrould permit d a l l y opening of the 
Museum, from Memorial Day through Labor Day, vjcekend openings and 
special appointments throughout the remainder of the year. I n i t s 
present location tho Museum is open on a very l i m i t e d basis. 

Tourists who v i s i t the s i t e are l e f t to wonder about the h i s t o r y of 
the l i g h t i t s e l f , the men who tended i t , and many other unansv/ered 
questions. V7ith the establishment of a permanent home f o r the ^ilseum, 
the Keeper's House next to the Light, the Society would provide 
bona f i d e information. 

Within the past year and a half the Coast Guard salvaged usable items 
from the Keeper's House and had approached the Marblehead V i l l a g e Council 
w i t h regard t o providing f i r o equipment should a decision be made to 
demolish the abandoned residence by burning. The building has been 
unoccupied since the early s i x t i e s . 

Vandalism to the Keeper's House has been on the Increase. Not only as 
members of the H i s t o r i c a l Society, but as members of the community wa 
fe e l that every e f f o r t must be made to put an end to such vjaste. Some 
windov/s have been smashed, the bolts on the doors broken and l e f t un­
repaired allov/ing free entrance to the building. Inside walls have been 
damaged and e l e c t r i c a l f i x t u r e s rcm.oved. ^'feather i t s e l f is also taking 
i t s t o l l of the i n t e r i o r . Evidence of beer parties is l i t t e r e d inside 
the house and around the grounds. 

The Society has endeavored to aid in keeping the grounds around the 
lighthouse I t s e l f clean f o r the past year. Members brought t h e i r own -
mowers to the s i t e u n t i l Mr, Merckens obtained permission of the Marblehead!' 
Council t o use the V i l l a g e mower f o r c u t t i n g weeds. ̂ The Society arranged 
f o r drums for use as refuse containers and has assumed the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
of emptying them and picking up l i t t e r . We plan to continue t o do so 
t h i s year. .̂ • 

Future plans of the Society include d i l i g e n t searching f o r new acquisitions 
v.'hlch t e l l the story of the lake, the land, and the people i n t h i s unique 
county com.prtscd of islands and mainland. Our heritage here is r i c h and 
c o l o r f u l ~ important not only l o c a l l y but n a t i o n a l l y . We have a 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to keep the past i.ntact and t o make i_t come a l i v e f o r others. 
Steps w i l l be taken t o provide special e x h i b i t s , programs, l i t e r a t u r e , etc. 
to schools and a l l interested groups. A program vn'.ll be i n i t i a t e d to 
encourage local youth p a r t i c i p a t i o n as museum guides, special surnxjior events 
v j i l l be scheduled and we look foroard to a r e v i v a l of arts and c r a f t s 
pncullar to t h i s area. 

/ 
Pf,?,ascv^dvise should more informat ion ba needed or an o f f i c i a l tour to the 

\v,ps*3Lte be deemed necessary. Wo s incere ly desire your a id ).n 
"-^Sreservlng t h i s bu i ld ing and es tab l i sh ing a permanent home f o r 

the Ottf;Wa County H i s t o r i c a l Society Museum ~ appropria te ly 
enough at the Keeper's House. 

" Sincerely 

The Llmperts, Del and Barbara 
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January 23, 1970 

Respectful ly refer red t o : 

H o n o r a b l e W a l t e r J . I - I i c k e l 
D e p a r t m e n t o f t h e I n t e r i o r 
W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . 20240 

Because of the desire of t h i s o f f i c e to be 

responsive to a l l inqu i r i es and cor^munications, 

your consideration of the attached i s 

requested. Your f ind ings and views, i n 

duplicate form, along wi th re turn of the 

enclosure, w i l l be appreciated by 

..KILLIAK..B.....SAXBE 
U.S.S. 

WBS:fm 

CL-99o9 
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D. E. L. 

Ftebruary 16, 1970 

Dr. Emest Allen Connally, Chief ^ 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Connally, 

We are in receipt of your lette r - H34-HR - to Senator 
Saxbe in reply in part to our request for aid in obtaining 
the Marblehead Light Keeper's House at Marblehead, Ohio 
for use as a museum for the Ottawa County Historical Society. 

We have good news. We have received word from Congressman 
Delbert L. Latta, 5th D i s t r i c t , that the Coast Guard District 
in Cleveland is arranging the granting of a license to the 
Ottawa County Historical Society for use of the Keeper's 
House as a museum as an interim measure pending i t s disposal by 
the General Services Administration. 

Your letter concerning financial aid has been turned over to 
the Historical Society for study. 

Your interest and assistance in this matter is greatly 
appreciated. 

Sincerely 

Delbert E . Liagitort 

DEL:ba 

P.S. Letters advising this announcement have been 
sent to Senator Saxbe and to Mr. Daniel 
R. Porter, Director of the Ohio Historical 
Society. 
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