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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present Fairport lighthouse is a handsomely-proportioned Berea sandstone
block structure in the form of a truncated cone. It is built on a foundation
which consists of pilings driven flush with the bottom of an excavation
11'-4" deep. Their upper part is encased in a foot of concrete. On top of
this pile-supported slab is a grillage of two courses of 12-inch timber.

On top of that is the foundation limestone, which extends to the surface of
the ground. Forty- f1ve courses of sandstone blocks comprise the main part

of the tower. A spiral staircase of 69 steps is built into the brick linings|

A lens room and observation platform are built above this, and the roof is
topped with a copper dome. A fixed white light of the third order (same as
the light in the 1825 tower) was placed in the tower. It shone at a height
of 102-1/4 feet above lake level and could be seen 18-1/2 statute miles.
The tower was connected by a covered way with the keeper s dwelling.

The keeper's dwelling is a 1-1/2 story brick building with gable roof and
5-bay facade. The 2-story entrance bay, in the center, is thrust out from
the plane of the facade, breaking the cornice to form a wall dormer. There
is an interior chimney at each gable end. All openings are segmental-arched.
The interior arrangement consists of a central hall with two rooms to a side
on the first floor, and a hall with one room to a side on the upper level.

To the left (west) of the downstairs hallway is a large room which was

made by removing the wall which separated the original parlor and dining
room. The two fireplaces are still standing. In the middle of the west
wall a doorway has been cut. This leads to the pilot house addition, built
in 1967 and originally part of the Great Lakes carrier Str. Frontenac. It
is equipped accordingly. '

To the right of the hallway on the first floor is a room which now contains
the original third-order lens from Falrport lighthouse. This room was
originally known as the "oil room,'" in which the keeper kept his supplies
for servicing the lanterns for the tower. This room also contained a door
which led directly to the tower, through a covered passageway. This
passageway had been removed and the doorway bricked over before the Fairport
Harbor Historical Society had access to the premises.

The "kitchen" display room is located north of the lens room and contains,
among other exhibits, a large authentic scale model of a modern Great Lakes
freighter. Entry to the museum is made through a door in this room leading
from an enclosed back porch. The office and registration desk are located
on this rehabilitated porch. The lighthouse itself is the main attraction
of the museum, and visitors are encouraged to walk to the t t a view
of the surrounding area.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

- Fairport Marine Museum, which consists of the present lighthouse and

the adjacent keeper's dwelling, is located on a hill overlooklng the
mouth of the Grand River and Lake Erie. Both structures were erected in
{§Z} to replace the original brick lighthouse and frame dwelling built
in 1825 and designed by Jonathan Goldsmith, well-known early Western
Reserve architect.

For one hundred years, from 1825 to 1925, the third-order light guided
mariners on Lake Erie to an easy-access harbor at Fairport Harbor, Ohio.
This year, 1971, the 1871 lighthouse, which was decommissioned in 1925,
is 100 years old and stands as a silent but revered symbol of a colorful
past era of Great Lakes shipping. It is impossible to separate its
significance from that of the port it served.

Briefly stated, it was an important gateway to Ohio's Connecticut Western
Reserve when new settlers from the East were arriving by water by way of
Buffalo, New York. Fairport also served as a fue11ng station and supply
harbor for the early immigrant passenger ships and freighters bound from
Buffalo to the upper Great Lakes ports. In contrast to the modern self-
unloaders with their cargoes of limestone and sand and gravel that enter
the harbor now, colorful brigantines, schooners and wood-burning steam-
boats anchored in the shelter of the harbor in its early days, guided
there by the Fairport beacon.

The lighthouse also served as guardian of one of the northern terminals
of the "Underground Railroad" before the Civil War.

Fairport Marine Museum, which occupies this former Fairport Harbor Coast
Guard Light Station Reservation, is the first and only Great Lakes light-
house marine museum in the United States. It was founded in 1945 by the
Fairport Harbor Historical Society specifically for the purpose of
preserving the lighthouse and historic traditions and sentiment of Fairpor
and all the Great Lakes region. Dedication took place of July 12, 1946.
Title to the property was transferred by the U.S. government to the Villag
of Fairport in June, 1953 under a conditional deed relative to the use of
the property for historical purposes. The Village leases the property to
the Historical Society for $1.00 per year. :

The lighthouse is important historically and as a fine enginerring achieve

oM

ment, functional in its design, yet esthetically quite pleasing.




Fairport Harbor.

Report of Surplus Property.
(T-Ohio-424).

1870 Tower Construction Plans (photostat).

Holland, James W., Regional Historian, U.S. Dept of Interior., G.S.A.,
January 15, 1953, Lake County, Ohio.

Biennia} Reports, 1955-1969, from Village of Fairport Harbor,
F: H: Hist. Soc., to U.S. Dept. Int, Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Ann Arb

Fairport Marine Museum files,
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Inbrsnaua 71 and I176h Avenue
io historical society/ ohio historical center/ columbus, ohio 43211/ Gelephone (614) 469-4663

)

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper

National Register

Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
801 - 19th Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

I am pleased to transmit herewith eleven (l1l) completed applications
for the National Register of Historic Places.

This is to certify that the Ohio Historic Site Preservation Advisory
Board meeting May 14, 1971 approved the subject applications for sub-
mission to the National Register upon the recommendation of the Board's
historical consultant, William G. Keener, and architectural historian,
Miss Judith Kitchen.

You will note that we are making an effort to submit National Register
applications for HABS structures per the request of the National Register.

Of the enclosed nominations, one only is immediately in jeopardy from

a public works program. The Thompson House in Columbiana County is on

a possible alternate alignment for relocated St. Rt. 7 in East Liverpool,
an Ohio Department of Highways project utilizing federal highway funds.

Sincerely,
\—/@?‘.,«.QC@CS‘

Daniel R. Porter

Director
DRP/eg
encs: Applications for:
Thompson, Cassius Clark, Home Columbiana County
Fairport Harbor Museum Lake County
Germantown Covered Bridge . Montgomery County
War of 1812 Battle Site ‘Ottawa County
Roberts Covered Bridge Preble County
Allen, Dr. Peter, House Trumbull County
Brownwood ' " s
Darrow, Clarence, Octagon House i’ "
Mahoning Avenue Historical Area st "

" "

Presbyterian Church
S ] D - I ] ]I 11 Se " "



H34-HR August 9, 1971

Mr. Daniel R. Porter
Director

The Ohio Historical Society
Columbus, Ohio 43210

~,D25J,Mr. Porter:

Thank you for your recent letter which listed the Congressional Districts

of 11 applications for the National Register which were submitted to our
office on June 11. As you know, it is a great help to us to have the District
handy and not have to check the Congressional Directdryzaﬁéh it comes

time for typing the Congressional letters of notification.

Sincerely yours,

¥illiap Jo Murtaghn

William J. :urtagh
Keeper of the National
Register

SAMarusin:sam:8/9/71 HRBASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR

S TR e




Inl;ersun 7Iand l7|| Avanue
e ohio historical society/ ohio historical center/ columbus, chio 43211/ Gelephone (514) 469-4663

June 15, 1971

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper

National Register

Office of Archeology & Historic Preservation
801 - 19th Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Concerning my transmittal under covering letter of June 11, 1971 of

eleven (11) completed applications for the National Register of Historic
Places, I failed to include Congressional Districts of subject applicationms.

They are as follows:

Thompson, Cassius Clark, Home Columbiana County 18th Wayne Hays

WFairport Harbor Museum Lake County 11th William Stanton
Germantown Covered Bridge Montgomery County 24th Walter Powell
War of 1812 Battle Site Ottawa County 5th Delbert Latta
Roberts Covered Bridge Preble County 4th William McCulloch
Allen, Dr. Peter, House Trumbull County 11th William Stanton
Brownwood s L 11th William Stanton
Darrow, Clarence, Octagon House " o 11th William Stanton
Mahoning Avenue Historical Area " " ; 19th Charles Carney
Presbyterian Church ” b 11th William Stanton
Seely, Dr. John W., House i b3 19th Charles Carney

Sincerely,

R v

Daniel R. Porter
Director

DRP/eg



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE

10

Date Entered NOV 5A 1q7¥

Name

Bill-Kindex Wound .
Pairfield Township Works I

Alligater BLfigy Mound

( Pairport Marine Masenm

Busston Woods Paxk dMound

Location

Franklin Tovnship
Warren Counky

Fairfield Township
Butler County

Cranvills Yownship
Ldching County

Paiyport Harloy
Lake Couwty

Izrael TownsHip (College Corner Vic.)
Preble County -

oy
B

Also Notified

Hon. William B. Saxbe -
. Bon. Bobart Tafi, Jdr.
on. Waltexr ¥. Powell
Hon. Jobn 3. Ashbrook
fon. oohn W. Stantan
Bon. Delbort L. Iatta

Director, Northeast Regicn

HR MCMeans :mm

e A

State Lizison fficer

Fr. Dandel R. Portsr
Dizector

The Ohic Bistoyical Society
Unlumbos, Ohloc 43210

11/2/71



