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2. LOCATION 
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Fairport Harbor 
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Ohio 039 Lake Q85 
3. CLASSfFICATION 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t ^ B u i l d i n g 

• Site St ruc ture 

• O b i e c t 

^ P u b l i c 

• P r i va te 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In Process 

I 1 B e i n g Cons ide red 

^ Occup ied 

I I Unoccup ied 

[ I P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

i j ^ R e s t r i c t e d 

1 i U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I 1 A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I I Commerc ia l 

I 1 E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I En te r to inment 

I I Government 
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Q Comments 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

V i l l a g e o f F a i r p o r t H a r h n r n h j n 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

212 Third Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

FaiipQxt-JHarhor.-
5. LOCAtfON OF LEGAX DESCRIPTION 

Ohio 0 3 9 
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| y . D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t 

(Check One) 

Good Q F a i r Q De te r i o ra ted O Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved V | O r i g i na l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The present Fairport lighthouse i s a handsomely-proportioned Berea^sandstone 
block s tructure i n the form of a truncated cone. I t i s b u i l t on a foundation 
which consists of p i l i n g s driven f lu sh wi th the bottom of an excavation 
11'-4" deep. Their upper part i s encased i n a foot of concrete. On top of 
th i s pile-supported slab is a g r i l l a g e of two courses of 12-inch timber. 
On top of that i s the foundation limestone, which extends to the surface of 
the ground. Fo r ty - f i ve courses of sandstone blocks comprise the main part 
of the tower. A s p i r a l staircase of 69 steps i s b u i l t i n t o the b r i ck l in ings 
A lens room and observation p la t form are b u i l t above t h i s , and the roof i s 
toppeeL_with a copper dome. A f i x e d white l i g h t of the t h i r d order (same as 
the l i g h t i n the 1825 tower) was placed i n the tower. I t shone at a height 
of 102-1/4 feet above lake level and could be seen IS^TI /2 s tatute miles. 
The tower was connected by a covered way wi th the keeper's dwel l ing. ' 

The keeper's_dwelling i s a 1-1/2 story br ick bu i ld ing wi th gable roof and 
5-bay facade. The 2-story entrance bay, i n the center, is thrust out from 
the plane of the facade, breaking the cornice to form a w a l l dormer. There 
i s an i n t e r i o r chimney at each gable end. A l l openings are segmental-arched 
The i n t e r i o r arrangement consists of a central h a l l wi th two rooms to a side 
on the f i r s t f l o o r , and a h a l l wi th one room to a side on the upper l e v e l . 

To the l e f t (west) of the downstairs hallway i s a large room which was 
made by removing the wa l l which separated the o r i g i n a l par lo r and dining 
room. The two f i replaces are s t i l l standing. In the middle of the west 
wa l l a doorway has been cut . This leads to the p i l o t house addi t ion^ b u i l t 
i n 1967 and o r i g i n a l l y part of the Great Lakes ca r r i e r S t r . Frontenac. I t 
i s equipped accordingly. 

To the r i g h t of the hallway on the f i r s t f l o o r i s a room which now contains 
the o r i g i n a l th i rd-order lens from Fairport lighthouse. This room was 
o r i g i n a l l y known as the " o i l room," i n which the keeper kept his supplies 
f o r servicing the lanterns f o r the tower. This room also contained a door 
which led d i r e c t l y to the tower, through a covered passageway. This 
passageway had been removed and the doorway bricked over before the Fairport 
Harbor H i s t o r i c a l Society had access to the premises. 

The "kitchen" display room is located north of the lens room and contains, 
among other exh ib i t s , a large authentic scale model of a modem Great Lakes 
f r e i g h t e r . Entry to the museiom i s made through a door i n th i s room leading 
from an enclosed back porch. The o f f i c e and r eg i s t r a t i on desk are located 
on th i s r ehab i l i t a t ed porch. The lighthouse i t s e l f i s the main a t t r ac t ion 
of the museum, and v i s i t o r s are encouraged to walk to the j^p^-ftctrS^t a view 
of the surrounding area 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Fairport Marine Museum, which consists of the present lighthouse and 
the adjacent keeper's dwel l ing, i s located on a h i l l overlooking the 
mouth of the Grand River and Lake Er ie . Both structures were erected i n 
1871 to replace the o r i g i n a l b r i ck lighthouse and frame dwelling b u i l t 
i n 1825 and designed by Jonathan Goldsmith, well-known early Western 
Reserve a rch i tec t . 

For one hundred years, from 1825 to 1925, the th i rd -order l i g h t guided 
mariners on Lake Erie to an easy-access harbor at Fairport Harbor, Ohio. 
This year, 1971, the 1871 lighthouse, which was decommissioned i n 1925, 
is 100 years o ld and stands as a s i l e n t but revered symbol of a c o l o r f u l 
past era of Great Lakes shipping. I t i s impossible to separate i t s 
s ignif icance from that of the port i t served. 

B r i e f l y stated, i t was an important gateway to Ohio's Connecticut Western 
Reserve when new se t t l e r s from the East were a r r i v i n g by water by way of 
Buf f a lo , New York. Fairport also served as a f u e l i n g s ta t ion and supply 
harbor f o r the early immigrant passenger ships and f re igh te r s bound from 
Buffa lo to the upper Great Lakes por t s . In contrast to the modem s e l f -
unloaders wi th t h e i r cargoes of limestone and sand and gravel that enter 
the harbor now, c o l o r f u l br igant ines , schooners and wood-burning steam­
boats anchored i n the shel ter of the harbor i n i t s early days, guided 
there by the Fairport beacon. •• , . , • . :.. .-. . .i ..,- -

The lighthouse also served as guardian of one of the northern terminals 
of the "Underground Railroad" before the C i v i l War. 

Fairport Marine Museum, which occupies th i s former Fairport Harbor Coast 
Guard Light Stat ion Reservation, i s the f i r s t and only Great Lakes l i g h t ­
house marine museum i n the United States. I t was founded i n 1945 by the 
Fairport Harbor H i s t o r i c a l Society s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r the purpose of 
preserving the lighthouse and h i s t o r i c t r ad i t ions and sentiment of Fairpoijt 
and a l l the Great Lakes region. Dedication took place of July 12, 1946. 
T i t l e to the property was t ransferred by the U.S. government to the Villagje 
of Fairport i n June, 1953 under a condit ional deed r e l a t i ve to the use of 
the property f o r h i s t o r i c a l purposes. The Vi l lage leases the property to 
the H i s t o r i c a l Society f o r $1.00 per year. 

The lighthouse i s important h i s t o r i c a l l y and as a f i n e enginerring achieve 
ment, func t iona l i n i t s design, yet e s the t i ca l ly qui te pleasing. 
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1870 Tower Construction Plans (photostat) . Fairport Marine Museum f i l e s 
Fairport Harbor. ' 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE  

SE  

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G l T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

N 41 45 26 

L O N G l T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Second s 

W 81 16 41 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

N A M E A N D T I T L 

(Miss) Pearl E. Killinen, Historian 
ORGANI Z A T I ON 

Fairport Harbor Historical Society 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

A p r i l 2 5 , 1971 

413 Fi f th Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Fairport Harbor 
12. S T A T E L IA tSON O F F I C E R C E R T ! P I C A I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State • Local ^ 

d 
Name 

Ti t le 

Date 

QhiQ 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERlFICAtlON 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

c Presetvatior Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

NOV 5 1971 
Date 

ATTEST: 

J0xs-ii^ Keeper of The National Register 
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Interstate 71 and 17th Avenue 

io historical societq/ohlo histories! center/coiumbus.Ohio 43211/tieiephone (614) 469-46 

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register 
Office of Archaeology and Hi s t o r i c Preservation 
801 - 19th Street, N.W. V 
Washington, D.C. 20006 t " 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

I am pleased to transmit herewith eleven (11) completed applications 
for the National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places. 

This i s to c e r t i f y that the Ohio H i s t o r i c Site Preservation Advisory 
Board meeting May 14, 1971 approved the subject applications for sub­
mission to the National Register upon the recommendation of the Board's 
h i s t o r i c a l consultant, William G. Keener, and a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r i a n . 
Miss Judith Kitchen. - .: if ;. 

You w i l l note that we are making an e f f o r t to submit National Register 
applications for HABS structures per the request of the National Register, 

Of the enclosed nominations, one only i s immediately i n jeopardy from 
a public works program. The Thompson House i n Columbiana County i s on 
a possible alternate alignment for relocated St. Rt. 7 i n East Liverpool, 
an Ohio Department of Highways project u t i l i z i n g federal highway funds. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel R. Porter 
Director 

DRP/eg 

encs; Applications f o r : 
Thompson, Cassius Clark, Home 
Fairport Harbor Museum 
Germantown Covered Bridge ^ 
War of 1812 Battle Site 
Roberts Covered Bridge 
Allen, Dr. Peter, House ' •.. 
Brownwood 
Darrow, Clarence, Octagon House 
Mahoning Avenue H i s t o r i c a l Area 
Presbyterian Church 
.qpplv. T)r- .TnyinW.. Hoii.qp 

Columbiana County 
Lake County 
Montgomery County 
Ottawa County 
Preble County 
Trumbull County 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I t 

I I 

I I 

11 
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H34-HR August 9, 1971 

Mr. Daniel R. Porter 
Director 
The Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Society 
ColuEbus, Ohio 43210 

,P«; . ! i r . Porter: 

Thank you for your recent l e t t e r which l i s t e d the Congressional D i s t r i c t s 

of 11 applications f o r the National Register which %7ere submitted to our 

o f f i c e on June 11. As you know, i t i s a great help to us to have the D i s t r i c t 

handy and not have to check the Congressional Directory when i t cones 

time for typing the Congressional l e t t e r s of n o t i f i c a t i o n . 

Sincerely yours. 

*^'^iliara J.. UixrtaPiii 

William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National 
Register 

SAMarusinrsara:8/9/71 NBASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 
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f 
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Interstate 71 and 17th Avenue 
he Ohio historical societq/ohio historical center/ columbus. ohio 43211 / telephone (6i4] 469-4663 

June 15, 1971 

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register 
Office of Archeology 6e Historic Preservation 
801 - 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Concerning my transmittal under covering l e t t e r of June 11, 1971 of 
eleven (11) completed applications f o r the National Register of Historic 
Places, I f a i l e d to include Congressional D i s t r i c t s of subject applications, 

They are as follows: 

Thompson, Cassius Clark, Home 
IfFairport Harbor Museum 
Germantown Covered Bridge 
War of 1812 Battle Site 
Roberts Covered Bridge 
Allen, Dr. Peter, House 
Brownwood 
Darrow, Clarence, Octagon House 
Mahoning Avenue H i s t o r i c a l Area 
Presbyterian Church 
Seely, Dr. John W., House 

Columbiana County 
Lake County 
Montgomery County 
Ottawa County 
Preble County 
Trumbull County 

I I 

I I 

I I 

11 

18th Wayne Hays 
l l t h William Stanton 
24th Walter Powell 
5th Delbert Latta 
Ath William McCulloch 

l l t h William Stanton 
l l t h William Stanton 
l l t h William Stanton 
19th Charles Carney 
l l t h William Stanton 
19th Charles Carney 

DRP/eg 

Sincerely, 

Daniel R. Porter 
Director 

M Z1 1971 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAI, REGISTER 

STATS 

Date Entered KIQV '971 

Name Location 

Hl-ll-jrlndbsr t-found 

FairfXJrt Marina itissem-r 

Ku0ston l.%JOf̂ ,s Park toursd 

FrankI i i i T-ovnchlp 

S'alrfieliS TfS-tfflisM^ 
Butlar Cotmty 

•• • « wji 

i ^ i i » a r t Harbor 
JVake Comity 

Is:ra®l at>w.isMp (Ctollege Comer VlCrJ 

Also Notifie d 

Hon. Wiiii.-a.-L D, Sas:>a 
I3on. Prsbart Tikf::, ar. 

, Slon. Walter E.. Sr#f«»ll 

Hon. Jolm SfcaJ'itcm 
Eon. i33lbe;jet I . . lafcia 

Directxjr, Northeast Rs.7ica 

I HR MCMeanscmm 

stat-e Xfis-ii-son Office^r 

•'Eh© Ohio Hietorics«l Society 
ColambasCCnio 43210 •-:. , .• 
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