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1. Name of Property

historic name Green lsland light

other names/site numberN/ A

2. Location Green lIsland 1n lake krie

street & number NAAlnot for publication

city, town NAA] vicinity

state Ohio code 039 county Ottawa code 123 zip code N/A

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

[ private [ building(s)

[ public-local [ district

[X] public-State K] site

[ public-Federal [ structure
[ object

Name of related multiple property listing:
Light Stations of Chio

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
buildings
1 sites
1 structures
objects
1 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register ____ Q -

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

@ nomination

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In W jiy X]meets [[]does not meet the National Register criteria.
oru—

See continuation sheet.

[[-7~-90

Signature of certifying official

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [Imeets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. [[] see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby, certify that this property is:

[Jentered in the National Register.
[___]See continuation sheet.

Ddetermined eligible for the National
Register. []see continuation sheet.

[ ] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[CJremoved from the National Register.

[:] other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION: water-related

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
vacant/not in use

7. Description

Architectural Classification

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)

foundation Limestone
other: 1light station walls limestone
brick
roof N/A
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Green Island Light is located at the west end of Green
Island, a small (15.80 acres) rocky island one mile west of South
Bass Island in the western part of Lake Erie. The light station,
abandoned since 1939, consists of one contributing site including
the ruins of a stone light tower and attached two-story keeper’s
dwelling, the ruins of a stone privy, and a concrete walk
connecting these buildings (and other structures no longer
extant) with a former landing wharf at the east end of the
island. In addition, other structures known to have existed as
part of the light station, but no longer extant, offer the
potential to yield important historical information about the
function of the light station and the everyday lives of the
keeper and his family. One non-contributing structure, a white
steel skeleton tower, stands about 200 feet southwest of the
historic light tower.

1. Light Tower and Attached Keeper's Dwelling. Founded on

bedrock, the Green Island Light consists of a gray limestone
light tower and attached two-story keeper’s dwelling. Both are
of random ashlar construction, with quoins and plain stone sills
and lintels. The tower, which rises in front of the attached
dwelling, is 9 feet square and 49 feet, 3 inches high (measured
from the base to the ventilator ball of the lantern), with a
focal plane height of 60 feet. 1Inside the tower, an iron
circular stairway (now disassembled and scattered about the site)
with two landings led to an iron trap door to the lantern. The
10-sided iron and brass lantern, 6 feet, 11.25 inches in
diameter, features vertical bars; the lantern was glazed to a
height of 36.5 inches, but the glass is now gone. The lantern
was designed to display a 4th-order Fresnel lens. It was fitted
with a new bull’s-eye lens and new clockwork machinery (to rotate
the lens) in 1906; neither is extant. Atop the lantern roof, of
iron lined with zinc, is an iron ventilator ball; a copper
lightning-conductor spindle, formerly grounded by copper cable to
the ground, is now gone. Brackets support a cast-iron gallery 12
feet square, with a cast-iron balustrade. The entrance to the
tower (which also serves as the central entrance to the attached
dwelling) features a large, square transom, formerly with four

[X] see continuation sheet
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lights; "1864," the date of construction, is carved in stone
above the transom. Above this are two other windows, formerly
with eight lights and two lights, respectively. The attached
dwelling, 32 feet x 30 feet, contained six rooms and a cellar,
with a one-story kitchen wing (13 feet x 21 feet) at the rear. A
summer kitchen of wood frame construction was added later; it is
no longer extant, although its foundation remains intact. The
dwelling has a single inside end chimney at the rear of the main
block. Interior partitions, which were of wood, and the gable
roof appear to have been destroyed by fire. Principal windows
were double-hung with 6/6 lights, but none remain.

2. Privy. Northeast of the combined tower and dwelling are the
ruins of a stone privy, the only outbuilding that survives. It
is a small, rectangular building of gray limestone construction
similar to the light tower. It features quoins, a central
doorway with stone sill, and a small, square window with plain
lug sill in the west elevation. The door is missing, and the
gable roof has collapsed. A ventilator stack that rose from the
rear of the roof is gone.

3. Walks. A network of concrete walks, about three feet wide,
connects the rear of the dwelling to the privy and to other
outbuildings no longer extant, and bisects the island for a
distance of some 1,100 feet, leading to a former boathouse and
wharf (no longer extant) at the east end of the island. The
concrete walks, installed sometime after 1909, replaced plank
walks constructed in 1897.

Other Structures. Structures erected as part of the Green Island
Light Station, but no longer extant, include: the first light
tower and dwelling, completed in 1855 and destroyed by fire on
January 1, 1864 (the present stone tower occupies a different,
"more suitable" site); a "stone cistern of large capacity" (ca.
1879); a "well and storm-house combined," erected at the rear
entrance to the summer kitchen (1886); a boathouse (35 feet x 18
feet), boat-ways (78 feet long), protection crib, and landing
wharf (1889; wharf enlarged in 1894); 1,200 feet of plank walk, 2
feet wide, leading from the dwelling to the boathouse and wharf,
and 100 feet of stone fence (1897); a square iron oil house lined
with brick, with a concrete foundation, "located about 50 ft.
westerly from base of tower" (1901); a wooden gambrel-roof barn
(1908); paint house (date unkown); and a brick and cement
cistern, 20 bbls. capacity. 1In 1909, there was also a small
fenced garden, 60 feet x 40 feet in size.




8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| nationally [ statewide locally
Applicable National Register Criteria A DB @C [(Jo

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [J8 [Jc [Jo [Je [JF [Je

Areas of Significa t t ies from i i " o
Tr‘ansr'Jgortam Sen er categories from instructions) q%n&d_ fg lgmﬂcance s{“g’;‘gﬁgﬁs”“”
Engineering

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
smnwﬁthumm Archi i
f. . %aegm, Lighthouse Engineer,

10th & TTth L.H. District

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Green Island Light was erected In 1864-65 to guide vessels safely through the South
Passage around the Lake Erie Islands. |t succeeded an earller |ighthouse completed In
1855 and destroyed by fire on New Year's Eve, 1863, the occaslion of a dramatic rescue of
the keeper and his family that has become part of Island lore. The Green Island Light was
rebullt on a "new and more sultable site,"™ and a |ight was exhibited from the new
structure for the first time on July 1, 1865. The Green Island Light operated
continuously until 1939 (the residence was abandoned in 1926), when It was superseded by
an automated Iight on a steel skeleton tower erected southwest of the old I|ighthouse.
Today the property consists of the ruins of a stone |ight tower and attached keeper's
dwelling, the ruins of a stone privy, and a concrete walk connecting these buildings and
other structures no longer extant, to the east end of the Island, formerly the site of the
| ightkeeper's boathouse and wharf. Although shrouded by the thick growth that has
overtaken it since It was abandoned half a century ago, the Green Island Light remains
remarkably Intact and conveys the feeling and assocliation of a remote nineteenth-century
Iight station. The small, uninhabited Island Is now a wildlife preserve.

This property meets the requirements for registration set forth in the multiple property
documentation form "Light Stations of Ohio." The Green Island Light iIs significant under
Criterion A for its association with the associated historic contexts of "Transportation
and Commerce on Lake Erle, 1818-1936" and "Light Stations on the Great Lakes, 1819-1939."

The Green Island Light Tower and attached Keeper's Dwelling is eligible under Criterion C
as displaying the distinct characteristics of nineteenth century lighthouse property type.
The light retains Integrity of location, design, setting, materlals, workmanship, feeling,
and assoclation. The light displays the overall massing and configuration of the light
tower with attached keeper's dwelling; the light retains its 10-sided Iron and brass
lantern minus the lens. The building Is constructed of indigenous |imestone. The |ight
and Its setting retain a high degree of Integrity and although the archaeological
component has not been thoroughly explored, the site may reveal the potential to yleld

Important Information about the historic function of the light station and the everyday
ITves of the lightkeeper and his family through the foundation remains of the original
| ight station and outbuildings related to the 1864 |ight as well as the relatively
undisturbed nature of the site since its abandonment in 1939.

[[] see continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Drawing and photograph files.:
District, Cleveland, Ohio.

Hatcher, Harlan. Lake Erie.

Edited by Milo M. Quaife.
Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1945.

United States Coast Guard Ninth

The Great American Lakes Series.
Indianapolis and New York: The

National Archives and Records Administration. Records of the

United States Coast Guard.

Record Group 26. Records of the

Bureau of Lighthouses and Its Predecessors, 1789-1939.

Thorndale, Theresa. Sketches and Stories of the Lake Erie

Islands. Sandusky, O.:

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[____]preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested
Dpreviously listed in the National Register

[ previously determined eligible by the National Register

Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark
[recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

[:]reoorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

F. Mack & Brother, 1898.

[:] See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
[ state historic preservation office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
l:] University
[Jother

Speci itory:
ﬁ;ch Tpﬂ%ives & Records Admin.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 15.80

UTM References

AlLT [514.4]7,90] [4,61,2]06,0 8 1.7] (314,4(85,0 (4,6/1,1/86,0]

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

cl.7 314.414,40]) 4, 61,1|74,0 D [1,7] |314.:413,6,0 [4,6/1,1]95,0]

E] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Green Island, as recorded in Book C, Page 577, Ottawa County,
Ohio, Public Records.

[:] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundaries include the entire island that has been
historically associated with the property.

[:]See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Carol Poh Miller/Historical Consultant = under contract with
organization __ Ohio Historic Preservation Office date _9/28/89
street & number _ 2940 Somerton Road telephone _216/321-3940

cityortown ____ Cleveland Heights state Ohio zip code 44118
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PHOTOGRAPHS-GREEN ISLAND LIGHT

Green Island Light

Green Island, vic. Put-in-Bay, Ohio

Carol Poh Miller photograph

November 1988

5) Ohio Historic Preservation Office

[NOTE: THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS THE SAME FOR PHOTOS #2-5]
6) Facade and south elevation, looking NE

7) #1 of 6

- w N -
— - — —

6) Facade looking east
7) #2 of 6

6) East (rear) elevation, looking west. Concrete walk in

foreground.
7) #3 0f 6

6) East (rear) and south elevations, looking NW
7) #4 of 6

6) Privy, looking NE
7) #5 of 6

PHOTOCOPY :

1) Green Island Light

2) Green Island, vic. Put-in-Bay, Ohio

3) U.S. Coast Guard photographs

4) May 1939

5) Ohio Historic Preservation Office (copy neg.)

6) Green Island Light Station as it appeared in 19389.
7) #6 of 6
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY Green Island Light
NAME:

MULTIPLE Light Stations of Ohio MPS
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: OHIO, Ottawa

DATE RECEIVED: 11/14/90 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 11/30/90
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 12/16/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 12/29/90
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90001909

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N
COMMENT WAIVER: N

y Entered@ in tha
KCCEPT RETURN REJECT /9% f/f & pare Mutional Roglateg

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

RECOM. /CRITERIA
REVIEWER
DISCIPLINE

DATE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N



CLASSIFICATION

count resource type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION

historic current

DESCRIPTION

architectural classification
materials .
descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE
Period Areas of Significance--Check and Jjustify below
Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

_____summary paragraph

___completeness

___clarity

____applicable criteria

_—_Justification of areas checked
___relating significance to the resource
____context

___relationship of integrity to significance
___Justification of exception

___other

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

acreage verbal boundary description
—__UTMs boundary Jjustification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION

___sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation

OTHER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Phone

Signed Date




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY Green Island Light
NAME :

MULTIPLE Light Stations of Ohio MPS
NAME: :

STATE & COUNTY: OHIO, Ottawa

DATE RECEIVED: 11/14/90 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 11/30/90
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 12/16/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 12/29/90
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90001309

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N

COMMENT WAIVER: N

P Entered in tha
__\ACCEPT ___RETURN ___REJECT /Oi% f/? VDATE Hational Reglateg

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: :
ki — |\ fpantie Lt
/Llcoge 22 ~ 22D thy Appiancs ajﬁz<r

W@W% %W‘%W

SW&@ |5 Yrucliye
Cec. l.qMWe/Keaf&s Kse - is
stll fwelly eyfant - 1-e WY(L)"UA/y\

RECOM. /CRITERIA
REVIEWER
DISCIPLINE

DATE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N
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Ohio Historic Preservation Office

Ohio Historical Center &

1982 Velma Avenue ANATEGNAL —
Columbus, Ohio 43211-2497 T
(614) 297-2470 2

OHIO
HISTORITAL
SOCIETY

SINCE 1885
November 8, 1990

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

P.0. Box 37127

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Carol:

Enclosed are two (2) new National Register nominations. All the appropriate
notification procedures have been followed for these new submission.

New Submissions County

Green Island Light Station Ottawa
Ohio Departments of State Building Franklin

Please contact me If you have any questions.

Sincerely,
\..J(’?
W . Pl
W. Ray Luce
State Historic Preservation Officer
WRL/ Jw:dh
Enclosures

nrohp/trans.rev



DATE FRI,

NOV 30,

1990, 4:04 PM Page: 9

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES PROPERTY REPORT

REFERENCE No. :

PROPERTY NAME:

OTHER NAME/
SITE No.

MULTIPLE NAME:

ADDRESS/
BOUNDARY

90001909 Contrel No.: 901130/ALD
Green Island Light

NOT APPLICABLE

Light Stations of Ohio MPS

Green Island in Lake Erie

CITY: Put—in-Bay VICINITY

COUNTY: Ottawa STATE: OHIO
Restricted Location Information: Owner: STATE ~ Resource Type: SITE

('FEDER? 2,. ¢
Q«v{,a. i
Contributing Noncontributing
Buildings 0 0
Sites i 0
Structures 0 1
Objects 0 0
Nomination/Determination Type: MULTIPLE RESOURCE
Nominator: STATE GOVERNMENT Nominator Name:
ok 5 d NOT APPLICABLE
”~ A . ;\” - . -

Federal (__ coasT cumo)W;’?«
Agency: .
NPS Park Name: NOT APPLICABLE
Certification: DATE RECEIVED/PENDING NOMINATION Date: 11/14/90

Other
Certification:

Historic
Functions:

Historic
Subfunctions:

Current
Functions:

Current
Subfunctions:

Level of
Significance:

Significant Person’s Name:
Criteria Considerations:

Area of Significance:

Jit

NOT APPLICABLE /27é§y§%7
TRANSPORTATION

WATER-RELATED

VACANT/NOT IN USE

NOT APPLICABLE

LOCAL EVENT

ARCHITECTURE/ENGINEERING

Applicable Criteria:

NOT APPLICABLE
NOT APPLICABLE

ENGINEERING



IKANDIFUNITATLUN

1925-1949
18751899

1900-1924
1850-1874

Periods of:
Significance:

Architect/Builder/Engineer/
Designer:

Graham,T.N.
Other Documentation:

NOT APPLICABLE

HABS No. N/A
Architectural OTHER
Styles:

Describe Other Style: Light station

Foundation Materials: SANDSTONE

Wall Materials: LIMESTONE BRICK
Roof Materials: IRON

Other Materials: CAST IRON

Acreage: 158

UTH Zone Easting Northing
Coordinates: 17/ /73 44 790/ /46 12 060

177 /3 44 440/ /746 11 740

Circa: Specific Sig.

1864
1865

Cultural Affiliation:

NOT APPLICABLE

HAER No. N/A

Zone Easting Northing
17/ /3 44 850/ /46 11

17/ /73 44 360/ /746 11

860
950

Years:



