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A D D R E S S R E P L Y T

T H E A T T O R N E Y G E N E R A L "
A N D R E F E R T o

I N I T I A L S A N D N U M B E R

BM:MHH: PE

9 0 - 1 - 7 - 3 1 6

T h e H o n o r a b l e

D E P A R T M E N T O F J U S T I C E

W A S H I N G T O N , D,C.

The S e c r e t a r y o f Commerce
W a s h i n g t o n , D. C.

My d e a r M r . S e c r e t a r y :

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

A p r i l
11
1938

APR 15
DEPARTM AM "36

APR 18 1988

OF COMMERCE

I have the honor to acknowledge r e c e i p t o f youn l e t t e r o f
A p r i l 4 1 9 3 8 , w i t h i n c l o s u r e , rega rd ing the death o f A, J .
Anderson, l a m p l i g h t e r , who r e s i d e d a t V o l u s i a Bar Fog Signal
S t a t i o n , f l o r i d a .

Buesau of Lighthouses, Wash-, Copy to.....

1938APR I3 AM 9 06

The Federa l Bureau o f I n v e s t i g a t i o n i s conduc t i n g an inves
t i g a t i o n i n t h i s case a t t he presen t t ime . A f t e r t h i s i n v e s t i
g a t i o n i s conc luded , the Department w i l l be p leased to adv ise
you as t o whether o r n o t t he f a c t s o f t h i s case i n d i c a t e a v i o
l a t i o n o f a Federa l c r i m i n a l s t a t u t e .

CHIEF CLERK

For the Attorney General,

BRIEN McMAHON,

Ass is tant At torney General.



The Honorablo,
The A t t o o y

Benr e Atbomey Geneml

Baelosed ša oopy o f ot tor laroh 7, 1938, o

the Sqperintendent o f L4g thouses , ChauZoston, South
C e r o l n a , r e g a r d n g the death o f Ae de Andorson, Jag
14ghter, ho resided at Voluata Bay Pog sgoal B a t l e n ,

Plor idae T h s Deparasert would be ntoroeted to r
oe lve e y sepoy t e t the Depa r t on t o f dua t i ce inay seo
L t t o f u s i s h n connoot ton w i t h t h i s maGtore

Tno1oauure

KSG:PIY

LIGHTHOUSES

Very truly yours

Adsletant Searotary ot Goneroo

APR51938



- D E P A R T M E N T OF C O M M E R C E

T o :

M E M O R A N D U M

F r o m :

O F F I C E O F T H E A S S I S T A N T S E C R E T A R Y

W A S H I N G T O N

M a r c h 2 8 , 1938.

A t t .

C a p t a i n K i n g .

Sub j e c t : D e a t h o f A. J . AnderSon,
L a m p l i g h t e r .

A s s i s t a n t t o C o l o n e l J o h n s o n .

C o l o n e l J o h n s o n h a s n o t e d w i t h
i n t e r e s t M r . B e c k ' s memoran?um o f M a r c h
7 , 1 9 3 8 , t o y o u w i t h r e f e r e n ce t o t h e

a b o v e .

LIGHTHOUSES

AAR 29 10 o9 AM 38

I t w i l 1 l be appre c i a t ed i f y o u
w i l l have p r e p a r e d f o r t h e Colonel ?g
s i g n a t u r e l e t t e r t o t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f
J u s t i c e as s u g g e s t e d by Mr. Harman i n h i s
memorandum o f Mar ch 12.

M. C. F o s t e r .

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t B e c k s memo o f
M a r c h 7 , 1 9 3 8 , w i t h M T . Harmanf s
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n o f M a r c h 1 2 ,
r e t u r n e d h e r e w i t h .



ADDRESs ALL cOMMUNICATIONS TO

SUPERINTENDENT OF LIGHTHOUSES

C H A R L E S T O N , S . C .

H L B : M S H

S u b j e o t :

D E P A R T M E N T OF C O M M E R C E

Comi ss i on er o f Lighthouses,

L I G H T H O U S E S E R V I C E

Death o f A, J, Anderson, laip l i g h t e r

3 .

LIGHTH0USES

MAR 9 8 48 AM '38

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT, 6TH DISTRICT

CHARLESTON, S. C.

M a r c h 7 , 1 9 3 8

l . As Jo Anãe r son Was a p a r t t ime emp loyee , a l a m p l i g h t e r ,
who l i v e d at Vo lus ia B a r F o g Signal T l o r i d a , He h a d cha rge o f a
g r o u p o f n i n e a u t o m a t i c e l e c t r i c l i g h t s i n t h e S t o Johns R i v e r as
w e l l as o f t h e Fog S i g n a l a t V o l u s i a B a r . The Fog S i g n a l b u i l d i n g a t
V o l u s i a B a r i s a n o l d s c r e w p i l e 1igh t h ouse w h i c h was abandon ed as a

1 i g h t h o u s e some y e a r s a g o . H o w e v e r , a F o g S i g n a l i s s t i 1 l m a i n t a i n e d
t h e r e . I t i s a b o u t s i x or seven h u n d r e d y a r ? s f r o m t h e s o u t h e n d o f
L a k e George whi ch f o r m s a p a r t o f t h e S te J o h n s R i v e r . A , Jo A n d e r
Son was 72 y e a r s o f a g e . He was an o l d s a i l o r , a n a t u r a l i zed Swede.

I l e f t C h a r l e s t on on an i n s p e c t i on t r i p by automob i l e on
F e b r u e r y 9 t h . When I r e a c h e d J a c k s o n v i l l e , I f o u n d a t e l e gram f r o m

As s i s t a n t S u p e r i n t e n d e n t W a l l a c e a t t h e o f f i c e q u o t i n g a t e l e g r a m r e
ce i ved t h e r e f r o m t h e S h e r i f f o f V o l u s i a C o u n t y , F l o r i d a , r e a d i n g as

f o l l o w s : " A , J . A n d e r s on l a m p l i g h t e r o f A s t o r F l o r i d a has b e e n miss
i n g s i n c e S u n d a y . Keys i n S h e r i f f s o f f i c e De l and . F o u l p l a y suspe c t e d ,
( S i g n e a ) S . C. S t o n e , S h e r i f f "

I had n o t i n t e n d e d t o eo to V o l u s i a B a r on my i n s p e c t i o n
t r i p b u t upon r e c e i v i n g t h e t e l e g r a m I c o n s i d e r e d i t a d v i s a b l e t o ?o s o .
On F e b r u a r y l 1 t h I wen t t o t h e S h e r i f f ' s o f f i c e a t D e l a n d a n d o b t a i n e d
t h e k e y s f r a m o n e o f t h e ? e p u t i e s , t h e S h e r i f f be in g a b s e n t , N o t much
i n f o m a t i on c o u l d be o b t a i n ed a t t h e S h e r i f f 's o f f i c e a l though t h e D e p u t y

S h e r i f f and d e t e c t i v e h a d been t o V o l u s i a B a r . They ha d o b t a i n ed t h e
k e y s when t h e y v i s i t e d t h e s t a t i o n as w e l l as $ 1 7 . 54 i n cash w h i ch t h e y
f o u n d i n t h e u i l a i n g , They l o c k e d t h e b u i l d i n g b e f o r e l e a v i n g i t e I

wen t on to the v i l l a g e o f Astor, about f i ve o r s i x mil es up the St . Johns
River from Volusia Bar. There I rented a smal1 boat wi th an outboard mo t o r
and pro ceeded t o the s t a t i o n . Th ere I observed what appeared t o be bloody
s ta ins on the bedding and several spots on the f l o o r , I Iocled the b u i l â i ng
and l a t e r turmed the keys over t o Mr, B, L, Thomason, Postma a te r , at As to r ,
F l o r i ?a. He was reque sted to d e l i v e r the keys to an agent o f the Departnent
o f Jus t i ce when c a l l ed f o r .



Page a
Comi ssioner of Lighthouses

4 As Volusia Bar Lighthouse Reservation i s under the exc lu sive j u r i s
d i c t i o n of the United States, I stopped at the o f f ice o f the U. S. Attorney
i n Jacksonv i l le on February l 2 t h and consulted w? th him about the m a t t e r .
He was n o t present but I saw Mr, W. A. Pais ley, Assistant U. S. Attorney,
who thought the ma t t e r was worthy o f i nves t i ga t i on by the Bureau o f Invest i
ga t i on . Apparent ly he o r the U. S. Attorney himself reques ted the Bureau
o f Inves t i gation to make an i nves t i ga t ion a t the s i te because the keys were
obtained from the Postmester at As t o r a dey or two l a t e r . Subsequently, the
keys were turned over to the Postmaster withou t any comment as to the resul ts
o f the inve s t iga tion, neithe r has t h i s o f f i c e recei ved any informat ion ? i reo t
from the Departnent o f Jus t i ce . I t i s probable tha t no repor t w i l l be made t o
t h i s o f f i c e unless i t be requested o f the Attorney Ceneral by the Secretary o f
Cormerce. I t i s recammended that such a repor t be requested .

5 . Jo Hia rmon Lucas , who has r e s i d e d a t o r n e a r A s t o r f o r some years,was
se le c ted and employed as lamp l i gh t er e f f e c t i v e Merch 1 , 1938 i n l i e u o f A ,
J . Anders on, ? e c e a s e d

M a r c h 7 , 19 38

As t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f J u s t i c e had h a d o p p o r t u n í t y t o i n s p e c t t h e s i t e
w h e r e l o c a l r e s i den ts t h i n k a n u r d e r was c o m i t t e d , I f e l t j u s t i f i e d i n ? i r e c t
i n g t h e new l a n p l i g h t e r t o c l e a n up t h e p l a c e so t h a t i t c o u l a be occup i ed and
t h e f o g s i g n a l k e p t i n o p e r a t i o n ? u r i n g f o g o r t h i c k w e a t h e r .

7 . I t may be added t h a t t h e b o d y o f A , J , An?er son was r e c o v e r e d on Feb , l 2
a b o u t 200 y a r d s f r o m V o l u s i a B a r F o g S i g n a l i n t h e w a t e r o f Lake G e o r g e . I t
i s u n d e r s t o o ? t o have b e e n t a k e n t o D e l a n d and b u r i e d t h e r e e i t h e r by t h e
C o u n t y o r C i t y a u t h o r i t i e s . The Count y a u t h o r i t i e s made i n q u i r y as t o w h e t h e r
o r n o t t h e L i g h t h o u s e S e r v i ce w o u l d p a y b u r i a l e x p e n s e s , T h e y w e r e i n f ormed
t h a t t here was no a u t h o r i t y f o r t h e p a y n e n t o f such e x p e n s e s , Ae Jo And e r s o n
h a d no known r e l a t i v e s i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s .

E - K

H, L. Beck ,

F o r t h e Commissi o n e r :

Super intendent o f Lighthouses?A

B u r e a u o f L i g h t h o u se s , W a s h i n g t o n , D. C . ,
March l 2 , 1 9 3 8 .

S u b m i t t e d t o S e c r e t a r y o f Commerce f o r i n f o r n a t i o n a n d w i t h s u g g e s t i o n
t h a t i f no o b j e c t i o n i s seen t h e r e t o a c o p y o f t h i s l e t t e r be t r a n s m i t t e d
t o t h e A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l wi t h s u g g e s t i o n t h a t t h i s D e p a r t m e n t w o u l a be in

t e r e s t e d t o r e c e i v e a n y r e p o r t t h a t t h e Dep a r t m e n t o f J u s t i c e r a y see f i t
t o f u r n i sh i n t h e m a t t e r .

- a a m a n s
W . P . H a r n a n

A â m i n i s t r a t i v e A s s i s t a n t



HLB:4SH

F o r m 9 8

C o M M I S s I O N E R OF L I G H T H O U S E S :

Name, Ae nderson

Legal esidence, l o r i ã a

R e m a r k s :

NOTICE OF R R S U C O

D E P A R T M E N T O F C O M M E R C E

L I G H T H O U S E S E R V I C E

Submitted to the Secretary of

n ot i c e o f d e g t h

OFFICE OF S U P E R I N T E N D E N T OF LIQHTHOUSES,

Herewith is t r a n s m i t t e d the e s t e t n or the fo l lowing-named employee:

DEATH

S t a t i o n ,

Position, Lamplighter

Salary, 4 7

FEB l8 8 45 AM "38

6 t h DISTRICT,

F e b r u e y

wASHIJETON

Volusia Ber Fog Signa l , r l a ,

B U R E A U O F L I G H T H O U S E s

n o n t h t o r q u a r t e r s
aded ofleativa a t t h e clese of

1 6

A J . Ander son was l a s t seen a t V o l u s i a Bar Tog S i g n a l o n Sunday, Februa y 6 ,
1938, acc r d i n g t o r e p o r t s o f residen t e i n t h e v i c i n i t y H ia body was f o u n d
i n Lake George on Peb . 12, 1938. He 11 ved a l o n e a t V o l u s i a B a r Fog S i g n a l .
He was 7 2 y e a r s o f age . A f r t h e r a n d mo re ? e t a i l e ? r o p o r t a b o u t t h e ma t t e r

w i1 l be s u b n i t t e d l a t e r .

per month, i nc l ud ing $20 per

H. L, Beclk, Supt. o f LAghthou sos

, 1 9 8



A D D R E S S R E P L Y T O

T H E A T T O R N E Y G E N E R A L "

I N N T I A L S A N D N U M B E R

BM: M I H : t c

9 0 - 1 - 7 - 3 1 6

E - K

D E P A R T M E N T O F J U S T I C E

T h e H o n o r a b l e

W A S H I N G T O N , D . C .

A p r i l 25 , 1 9 3 8 ,

T h e Se c r e t a r y o f C o m e r c e

My d e a r Mir. Se c r e t a r y :

R e s p e o t f u l l y ,

L I G H T H O U S E S

I have t h e h o n o r t o t r a n s m i t t o y o u h e r e w i t h a
c a r b o n c o p y o f a l e t t e r d a t e d A p r i l 1 9 , 1 9 3 8 , f r o m
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s A t t o r n e y f o r t h e Southern D i s t r i o t
o f F l o r i d a , r e g a r d i n g t h e ? e a t h o f A J . A n d e r s o n ,
L a m p l i g h t e r , who r e s i d e d a t V o l u s i a B a r Fog S i g n a l

S t a t i o n , F l o r i ? ã e

APR 26 10 13 AM "38

F o r t h e A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l ,

BRIEN MeMAHON ,
A s s i s t a n t A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l .

Bureau o f Lighthouses, Washington, D. C.,
A p r i l 30, 1938,

Enelosure 103518,oaf

Copy t o Superint endent of Lighthouse s, h a l e s t o h , S. C.,
f o r f u r t h e r repor t to the Bureau.

F o r t h e C o n m i s s i o n e r :

C . A , P a r k
D e p u t y C o m m i s s i o n e r .



WAP:RM
L - 4 0 1 - J

Tatce

0

The A t t o r n e y General ,
Washington, D, G.

I n r e s

o

G T H O L S R SERVICE

e

A p r i l 19, 1938

Deeth o f A, J . Anders on, L a m p l i g h t e r ,
wrho ros ided a t V o l u s i a B a r Pog S i g n a l

S ta t ion , P l o r i d a . , 4
Y o u r s y n b o l s t BM; MHTH, PB 9 0 - 1 - 7 - 3 1 6 .

Rooeipt i aolkaowledgod 6f yourgo f A p r i l 116h on
the above subioot.

s n a t t o r vad roported to t h i s o f f ioe by the L4ghtá
house Service, and we imne d iate ly requosted tho Pederal Bureau
o f Inves t iga t ion t o conduot an i v e s t i g a t i o n , when i t appeared
t h a t the Bar Pog 8igna l S ta t ion was a goverimont rosorvat ion ,

An exhaus t i ve i n v e s t i g a t i o n was nade and no evidenoe
g a i n s t anyone was o b t a i n e d , I assume thatt the Federa l B u r
eau o f I n v e s t i r a t i o n r o p o r t i e ava i l a b l e t o the Depar tnent and,

e t h e r e f o r e , , deom i t unneoessary t o sumnarize the f i n d inge , The

P D p No a?t ion has been t a l o n by t h i s o f f i o 6 , None e oôn
tonplate&, u n l e n s , o f Gourse, s u f f i o i o n t evidonoe o f the com
i g s i o n o f a or ine i s devolopod, Phis appears to be ra ther

elt Se ba e o erUnitea States ttorney?

im, A Paisley,
ARste Ue 8 Attorney



ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO D E P A R T M E N T OF C O M M E R C E
SUPERINTENDENT OF LIGHTHOUSES

C H A R L E S T O N , S . C .

HLB:MSE

L I G H T H O U S E S E R V I C E

Comi ssioner o f Lighthouses,

Subje et : Death o f A, J . An?erson, lemp l i ght e r

LIGHTHOUSES

9 8 48 AM "38

FICE OF SUPERINTENDENT, 6TH DISTRICT

CHARL?STONs. C.

A M a r e l 7 1 9 3 8

A, J . And er son was a par t - t ime employee, a lempl ighter ,
who l i v e ã a t Volusia Bar Pog S i g n a , l o r i d a . He had charge o f a

r O u p o f nine automatie e l e c t r i e l i g h t s 1n t h e S t , Johne River as
we l l as o f the Fog $ igna l a t Volnsia Bar. The Fog Signa1 b u i l a t n g a t
Volusia Bar i s an old serew p i l e l ighthouse which was abandoned as a
11ghthouse some year8 ago. However a Tog Signal i s s t i l l maintal ned
there . I t i s about 8ix o s e v e n hundred yards from the south end o f g t
Lake George whi ch fo rns a pa r t o f t h e s t . Johns Ri ver. A J . A n ã e r
sOn was 72 years o f s g . E : was en o ld s a i l o r , a natura l i zed Swede.

2. I l e f t charlest on on en inspeoti on t r l p by automob1le on
February 9th. h e n I reached Jacksonville, I f o n d a telegram from
Assistant Super intenden t Wellace at the off ice quoting a telegran rê
cef ved there from the Sheri f f of Volusia County, l o r i d a , eading as

fol lows: "A. J. Anders an lanpl ighter of Astor l o r i d a has been miss
ing since Sunday. Keys in Sheriffs ofr ioe Deland. Foul play suspeeted.
(signed) S, C. Stone, S h e r i t f

f

I had not intended to go to Volusia Bar on my in sp eet ion
t r i p but upon reoei ving the telegrem I considered 1 t advisable t o ?o so.
On Pebruary 11th I vent to the Sher i f f ' s of r iee a t Deland and obtaineâ
the keys f ran one of the deppties, the Sheri f f te ing absent. Not mueh
infommation could be obtained at the Sher i f f ' s of r loe although the Deputy
Sher i f f and deteetive had been to Volusia Bar, They ha& obtained the
keys when they vis i ted the stat ion as well as 17.54 in cash hi ch they
found in the bailaing. They Locked the building before leeving 1t. I
went on to the v i l lage o f Astar, about t i w o r six n i l e s up the St Johns
RÍver from Volusia Bar. There I rented a snal1 boat with an outboard mo tor
and prooeeded to t h e stat ion. There I obaerved what appearod to be blooây
stains on the be?ding and several spots ontthe f loor . I t e d the bui ldi ng
and l a t e r t u m e d the keyp gver to, . e Thonason, Postnaa t e , at Astor,

i ?a. He was reque sted to ?eliver the keys to a i egent of the Depar tnént
of Jus tice when called fo r .



age 2

Gomnissioner f Lighthouses
March 7 , 1938

4 As Volusia Bar Lighthouse ReserVation is under the exelusive furis-
dietion of the United states, I stopped at the off ice of the U, S. AttoTney
in Jacksonville on February l2th and conslted wd th him about the matter.

He Was not present but I say Mr W A Paisley, Assistant Ue Se Attornes
Who thOught the matter was yorthy of investigati on by the Bureau of Invest1
gation. Apparently he or the U, S. Attorney himself requested the Bureau
or Lnvestigation to meke an investAgat ion at the site because the keys Were
obtained from the Postbmester at Astor a day or two later. Subsequently, the
keys were turned over to the Postmaster withou t any comment as to the reslts
of the învestigat ion, neither has thia orice re cei ved any information ?irect
TTom the Department of Justice, It is probable that no report will be made to
this office unless it be requested of the Attorney Ceneral by the Seoretay ofComerce. It is recammended that sucha report be requested.

5. Je Harnon Luces, who has resi?ed at or near Astor for some years,was
seleoted and employeâ as lamplighter effective Mereh 1, 1938 in 1ieu of A.J. Anderson, ?eceased.

6. As the Departne nt of Justice had had opportunity to inspeet the site
where local residents think a murder was comitted, I felt justified in ?ieet
ing the new lamplighter to clean up the place so that 1t coula be oceupi ed and
the fog signal kept in operat ion during fog or thick weather.

7. It may be added that the boây of A, J. Anderson was recovered on Teb. 12
about 200 yarâs from Volusia Bar Pog Signel 1e the water of Lake George. It
is understooâ to have been taken to Deland and buriea there either by the
County or City authorities. The County euthornties made inquiry as to hethe r
or not the Líghthouse Service would pay buri al expenses.
that there was no authori ty for the payment of such expenses.They were informed
had no knoa relatives in the United States. A. J. Anderson

H. L. Beck,
Super intendent o f Lighthouses

Bureeu of Lighthouses, ashington, D. Oe

Naroh 18, 1938.

Tor the Commissioner :

Subaltted to Secretary of Coeroe for inforaa tion end with suggestion
that 1r no objeotion is seen thereto a copy of this Letter bo trans mittea
to the Attorney General wi th suggeut lon that this Departuent woula be i n
terested to receive any report that the Departnant of Justice ay see f i t
to furni sh in the metter.

W.P.HarAn
A â m i n i s t r a t i v e A s s i s t a n t


