
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ashtabula Light  

 
By 

 
Phyllis L. Tag 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Published by: 

        
 

Great Lakes Lighthouse Research 
 
6262 Blossom Park Drive,  Dayton, OH 45449  937- 435-1103 



 2 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Ashtabula Light  
 

 

 
By 

 
Phyllis L. Tag 



 3 

Copyright ã 2003 by Phyllis L. Tag 
 

All rights reserved.  No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted 
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including 
photocopying or recording, or used in any information storage or retrieval 
system, without permission in writing from the Author. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Printed in the United States of America 
 

Thomas A. Tag 
6262 Blossom Park Drive 

Dayton, OH 45449 



 4 

Ashtabula’s Lighthouses through time 
 

 
(Photo Courtesy Great Lakes Historical Society) 
East Pierhead Light 1859   Ashtabula Fourth Order Lens 
        

 
West Pier Rear Range Light ca 1897     West Breakwater Light ca 1930. Rear extension 
         added 1916 
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Light Information from Annual Reports of the Lighthouse 
Board and other sources 
 
Clipping file - National Archives 
   
Established in 1834.  Rebuilt in 1858, 1871, 1876, 1897, 1905, 1916 
 Range-lights & fog-signal in 1893 - 1897 
 
Appropriated by act of Congress for a beacon light at Ashtabula Creek, State 
of Ohio:  
June 30, 1834,  $2,000 
 
For a dwelling for the keeper of the Ashtabula lighthouse: 
Mar. 3, 1871,  $4,000 
 
For rebuilding light-house at Ashtabula: 
Mar. 3, 1873,  $3,400 
 
For establishment of Range-lights & steam fog-signal at Ashtabula harbor, 
Lake Erie, Ohio: 
Mar. 3, 1891,  $4,700 
 
For new light and fog-signal on new west breakwater: 
Jun. 28, 1902, $18,000 
 
For rearranging and rebuilding: Commissioner’s Report 1914 pp. 529 
Oct. 22, 1913, $45,000 
 
23rd Congress, 1st, Acts - 1834 
 
pp. 99 
For a beacon light on a proper site for Ashtabula creek:  $2,000 
 
Letter July 25, 1834 
 
      Custom House District of Cuyahoga 
      Cleveland, Ohio July 25, 1834 
 
Sir, 
 
I have received your letter of the 9th inst. stating that an appropriation of 
$2000 was made for building a beacon light on a proper site for Huron River, 
and an appropriation of a like sum for a beacon at Ashtabula Creek.  You 
observe that these appropriations are evidently too small to accomplish the 
objects intended, that beside the beacons, houses must be provided for the 
keepers, which will nearly absorb, the appropriations.  You however request 
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me to select and purchase the sites if they can be had at a reasonable rate, 
and furnish you with estimates of the cost of suitable buildings at both places.   
 
I am in doubt, by your letter, weather you intended that I should purchase 
sites and furnish estimates for both beacons and dwelling houses, or for 
dwelling houses alone.   
 
The entrance to the harbors at the mouth of the Huron River, and Ashtabula 
Creek are formed by the projection of two parallel piers at each place running 
north-westerly into the lake, some 30 or 40 rods.  At the termination of one of 
these piers, is the proper site, for the beacons in the same manner as 
beacons are located at Cleveland, and Grand River.  The building of the 
beacons at these last places, was transferred at my suggestion to the 
Engineer Department.  As the Engineer Department is now engaged in 
completing the piers at Huron and Ashtabula I recommend, that, the building 
of the beacons at these places, be also transferred to the Engineer 
Department.  The reasons assignable for the propriety of such a transfer are 
contained in my letter to you of 18 June 1831, and which consisted in the 
difficulty of procuring the work to be done faithfully, by contract, and because 
the foundations of the beacons are connected with, and must be made a part 
of the piers, and because pile-drivers, scows, and other apparatus, necessary 
for doing the work are all ready in the possession of the Engineer Service at 
these places.  
 
The plans of the proposed beacons and the estimate of there costs, being at 
$2700 each have been furnished too, and are now in the office of the Chief 
Engineer at Washington.  If the beacons should be built under my 
Superintendence, it would be necessary, that I should be furnished with these 
plans.   
 
In order to select, proper sites for dwelling houses, to be furnished the, 
keepers, is it important to know, on the end of which of the parallel piers, at 
Huron and Ashtabula, beacons are to be erected, weather on the eastern or 
western piers for the houses should be erected on the sides of the river on 
which the beacon is.  The sites of the beacons, in this particular, should be 
determined, before the purchase of the sites of the dwelling houses.   
 
I can not too strongly recommend, and I know of nothing to prevent it, that the 
beacons at the end of the eastern pier, at Huron and at Ashtabula should be 
placed on the eastern piers.  Beacons, are equally required, and will probably 
be soon built, at the mouth of Black River, Cunningham Creek, and Conneaut 
Creek.  At these three places harbors have been constructed by the general 
government, by the projection of piers into the lake.  If beacons, are hereafter 
built, at these last named places, there will then be seven beacons, almost 
within the limits of this Revenue District. 
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At Cleveland and at the mouth of Grand River, beacons have already been 
located on the eastern piers to produce uniformity and to prevent the 
mistakes and confusion, which might otherwise ensue.  It is very important, in 
my opinion, that the beacons, to be erected should also be placed on the 
eastern piers.  If the beacons are all on the eastern piers, there can be no 
mistake, but if promiscuously located on the western and eastern piers, there 
will be danger of serious mistakes.   
 
The selection of sites for dwelling houses for the keepers, will depend, on 
which pier the beacons are located.  Because the site of the dwelling house, 
should be on the side of the river, where the beacon is established.  I wish 
therefor, if the building of the beacons is transferred to the Engineer 
Department, that it may be understood, on which piers the beacons are to be 
located.  When this is understood I will proceed in reference to the purchase 
of sites for houses, and will report to you a plan and estimate of the cost of 
houses.  
 
       With great respect, 
       your obedient servant 
       Samuel Starkweather 
       Collector Customs District Cuyahoga 
Stephen Pleasonton Esq.  
5th Auditor of the Treasury 
 
Letter - July 26, 1834 
       Treasury Department 
       Fifth Auditors Office 
       July 26, 1834 
Sir: 
 
I have the honor to inform you that I have this day requested the Secretary of 
the Treasury to place the several appropriations, made at the last Session of 
Congress, for building Beacons on Lakes Ontario and Erie, and for the 
removal of the Light House at Goat Island, in Rhode Island, under your 
control. 
       I have the honor to be 
       respectfully Sir,  
       Your Obedient Servant 
       S. Pleasonton 
       Fifth Auditor and acting  
       Commissioner of the Revenue 
 
General Charles Gratiot 
Engineer Department 
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Letter - August 20, 1834 
        Treasury Department 
        Fifth Auditor Office 
        20 August, 1834 
 
Sir, 
 
Among the appropriations for lighthouse purposes, made at the late session, 
were two for building Beacon Lights in Ohio, which I had committed to Mr. 
Starkwather, at Cleveland.  These were for a Beacon light on a proper site for 
Huron River, 2,600 dollars, and for a Beacon light on a proper site for 
Ashtabula Creek the sum of 2,000 dollars “the execution of this work was 
committed to Mr. Starkweather in the supposition that there were no piers at 
those places, and that the work could be properly done by him. 
 
By a letter received from him this morning, however, he informs me that your 
Department is now erecting piers at both those places, and that the Lights 
ought to be placed upon the piers.  He recommends therefore that the work 
be done by your Department, as well with a view to uniformity in building 
those pier lights, as to connect the work, in a solid manner, with the piers now 
in progress.  May I ask the favor of you to inform me whether you can 
undertake to erect those Beacons in connection with the piers?  If your 
answer is in the affirmative, I will direct a transfer of the appropriations as in 
other instances, to your Department.  
 
Should you have received Col. Talcot’s report concerning Turtle Island, I 
would be much obliged to you for a copy 
 
       I have the honor to be, 
       very respectfully Sir, 
       your obedient servant 
 
       Steven Pleasonton 
 
General Charles Gratiot 
 
Letter - September 3, 1835 
      Custom House District of Cuyahoga 
      Cleveland, Ohio September 3, 1835
   
Sir, 
 
In compliance with your circular of April 16th, 1835 addressed to the 
superintendent of Lighthouses, I submit the following remarks. 
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I am not advised of any change which could be advantageously introduced 
into the Lighthouse establishment, as to the material used for burning or 
lighting, or the kind or quality of oil now used for burning or lighting, or as to 
the character, shape, disbursement, &c, of the lamps, lens, or reflectors.  
 
The district Lighthouses, of which I for the present have the superintendence 
is the State of Ohio, on Lake Erie, extending from the Pennsylvania line to the 
north cape of the Maumee Bay.  I send you herewith a map of as much of 
Lake Erie, extending from the Pennsylvania line, to the western extremity, or 
head of the lake, on which is marked the locations of each Lighthouse and 
Beacon already existing, and on which also are noted, the points where 
Lighthouses and Beacons would be useful, and are needed. 
 
Commencing at the Pennsylvania line on the east and proceeding westerly, 
the following named Lighthouses are useful and cannot be dispensed with 
vis: The Beacon at the pier, mouth of Conneaut River, the Beacon at 
Ashtabula Creek, the Lighthouse and Beacon at the mouth of the Grand 
River, the Beacon at Cleveland, the Beacon at the mouth of Huron River on 
the pier, the Sandusky Lighthouse, the Turtle Island Lighthouse. 
 
Over the same extent of coast, I proceed to note those Lighthouses and 
Beacons, whose character of site should be changed, or which may entirely 
be dispensed with without injury to the public service. 
 
The Beacon at Cunningham Harbor being a fixed light, is of doubtful utility, 
because there is no inlet there, there being a wharf only, parallel with the 
shore affording no refuge or shelter to vessels in a blow, and because the 
shore there is subject to all the incidents and perils of a sea shore, and 
because the Cunningham light, being a fixed light might easily be mistaken 
for the Ashtabula light or the Conneaut light, and the consequences of such a 
mistake would be dangerous in the extreme.  If the Beacon at Cunningham 
Harbor, were a revolving light, it might be useful. 
 
The Cleveland Lighthouse might be entirely dispensed with, if the Cleveland 
Beacon on the pier of the harbor adjacent was raised some 15 or 20 feet 
higher, and its lamps increased to the number of 10 or 11. 
 
The lighthouse on the extremity of the pier at Buffalo, has superseded the 
necessity of the Buffalo Lighthouse on the shore adjacent and caused it to be 
entirely dispensed with.  In the same manner, a suitable light on the pier at 
Cleveland Harbor, would answer all purposes.  The Cleveland Lighthouse is 
now but little, if any, use.  There is really no necessity of two Lighthouses at 
Cleveland.  The Cleveland Lighthouse is located on the bank of the lake, and 
on account of the sliding or caving tendency of the bank, was placed about 25 
rods from the pitch of the bank.  Since the erection of the Lighthouse the 
sliding or caving of the bank has ceased, and the land between the 
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Lighthouse and the lake is becoming occupied by private dwellings so that the 
Lighthouse is becoming surrounded with them.  The ground belonging to the 
Lighthouse comprises nearly two acres, in the most active business part of 
town, and fronts about 700 feet on important business streets.  All this land 
being occupied for the Lighthouse, which leave a vacant and an idle bank, 
which is wanted and which is extremely valuable for business purposes. If 
sold by the government it would_______. 
 
25th Congress, 2nd, Doc. 41, 1837 
 
pp. 87 
At this place there is a good artificial harbor, with a beacon on the pier.  To 
prevent this place from being mistaken for Conneaut, the light at Ashtabula 
ought to be colored.  Fifteen miles west of Ashtabula is Madison dock, or 
Cunningham creek. 
 
25th Congress, 3rd, Doc. 24, - November 26, 1838 
 
pp. 150 
Report of Lieut. C. T. Platt, U. S. N., to the Secretary of Treasury.  Geneva,  
N. Y., Nov. 26, 1838. 
 
Ashtabula Beacon is lighted with eight lamps and six red reflectors.  It is 
situated on the extremity of the east pier forming the entrance to the harbor, 
and is kept in excellent order.  This is an excellent harbor, and sufficiently 
spacious to accommodate twenty vessels.  
 
Here, again, it is necessary to submit an estimate for a dwelling for the 
keeper, which may be built of stone or brick for one thousand dollars, by 
contract, of the following dimensions: twenty-five by thirty-two feet, one story 
and a half high, partitioned so as to form on the first floor a bedroom, pantry, 
kitchen, and parlor, with two arched rooms on the second floor, with a good 
cellar.  The necessary out buildings and fences, with a well for water, may be 
built for two hundred dollars.  A lot of ground of one-fourth of an acre can be 
bought for two hundred dollars, making a total amount of one thousand four 
hundred dollars. 
 
25th Congress, 3rd, S Doc. 1 – November 28, 1838 
 
pp. 192 – 193 
 
Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio 
 
The operations on this work of improvement, as on all others, have consisted, 
mainly, in prosecuting the advance of the originally planned work, and, at the 
same time, keeping in repair the work already done.  In prosecuting the 
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deepening of the channel of Ashtabula River, this season, 3,800 cubic feet of 
rock have been broken up by blasting, and removed by the dredge; and about 
600 cubic yards of sand and gravel have been removed at another point 
within the harbor.  152 feet of the old work, in a decayed condition, and 
originally badly placed, has been removed, and replaced by new work.  550 
feet of the outer end of the east pier, and 200 feet of the west pier, have been 
raised from 2 to 4 feet, and filled anew with stone.  This improvement was 
rendered absolutely necessary by the high water of the lake.  17,050 feet, 
running measure, of timber, and 204 cords of stone, have been expended in 
raising these piers.  Estimate A7, of the sum necessary to be appropriated for 
this work for the year 1839, is herewith submitted, and its adoption 
respectfully recommended.  The object embraced therein, it will be perceived, 
is mainly the construction of the permanent work of masonry, agreeably to the 
plan adopted by the Government.  
 
25th Congress, 3rd, S Doc. 94 – January 17, 1839 
 
Ashtabula Creek, Ohio, continued removal of obstructions – Appropriation 
1838 $8,000 – Amount spent 1838 $ 5,900 
 
Status as of December 31, 1839    
Location Number of 

lamps in 
use 

Gallons of 
Oil 
Consumed 

Remarks 

Beacon at Ashtabula 8 156 80 gallon oil not 
fit for use 

 
Annual Report - 1839 - Hand written 
 
The conduct of the keepers of the lighthouses, has been generally good. 
Some complaints have been made against the conduct of George S. 
Patterson, keeper of the Beacon at Huron, charging him with neglect of duty, 
and of keeping his Beacon in a dirty condition.  Upon examination I found 
there was some ground for these charges, and have admonished him to a 
stricter attention to his duty.  He has since done much better, and affords 
assurance that he will hereafter, do his whole duty. 
 
Augustus Jones, keeper of the Beacon at the mouth of Black River, does not 
attend personally to his duty.  He employs an assistant, to whom he entrusts 
the keeping of the Beacon.  I have visited this Beacon during the present 
year, and found it in a dirty condition.  There appeared to be a waste of oil.  I 
am of the opinion, that this Keeper should be removed.  
 
I am able to speak of the other keepers of the lighthouses, in terms of praise, 
with the exception of J. Van Benschooter, Keeper of the Sandusky 
Lighthouse.  I have had cause to charge him two or three times during the last 
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summer, with neglect, and I did not deem it my duty to report the cases to 
you, because the most satisfactory assurances of reform were given. 
 
Gideon L. Kelsey, keeper of the Turtle Island Lighthouse, A.  Smith, keeper of 
the Port Clinton Lighthouse, L. Beatty, keeper of the beacon on Cedar Point, 
deserve the greatest praise for the excellent lights, which they keep. The 
Cleveland Lighthouse and Beacon is also very well kept, as also the 
Beacons, at Cunningham Harbor and Ashtabula.  The Grand River 
Lighthouse and Beacon, and the beacon on the pier at Conneaut River might 
be better kept, than they are, but it may be said of them, that they are 
decently well kept. 
 
The apparatus in the several lighthouses, and beacons, have not been 
repaired this year.  They will all need some slight repairs, this ensuing 
summer, to do which it will be in my power to employ a competent mechanic 
from this place.  
 
Tube glasses, are already furnished the lighthouses, in sufficient quantity, but 
they are not of the kind, required.  Supply, of long tube glasses, is much 
wanted, and it is important for the superintendent to be informed, on whom, 
he is to depend for a supply, all of which is respectfully, submitted.  
 
       Custom House Cleveland, Ohio 
       Feb. 11th 1840 
       Samuel Starkweather  
       Superintendent of Lighthouses 
       Cleveland, Ohio 
 
Letter - January 10, 1842 
       Custom House, 
       Cleveland, Ohio 
Honorable S. Pleasonton 
5th Auditor 
Washington City, D.C.  
 
Sir,  
 
Herewith I have the honor to transmit to you my quarterly return of 
expenditures for lighthouses in the district of Cuyahoga, Ohio for the 4th 
quarter 1841, together with estimate of expenditures for 1st quarter 1842. 
 
From numerous inquiries of masters of vessels and steam boats, I am 
pleased to state to you that, in my opinion, the several lighthouse keepers in 
this district have been faithful in the discharge of their duties, the past season.   
 
No complaints have been made to me in regard to the Lights. 
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I deem it my duty to inform you that, in my opinion, Mr. Haue, the furnisher of 
Oil &c. has not been diligent or faithful in the discharge of his contract.  The 
supplier arrived very late in the spring (say June) at least six weeks after 
navigation had commenced; the apparatus and lamps at several of the 
lighthouses in this district were out of repair, and short-supplied with oil; the 
latter occasioning much difficulty in transferring small quantities of oil from 
one light to another.  The tube glasses furnished by him were of very poor 
quality and not of sufficient quantity; in one or two instances he caused the 
Keepers to sign receipts for tube glasses & buff skins which they did not 
need, promising to send them articles which they did require.  This he failed 
to do, after having been advised by letter, and sent to by special request. 
 
I have heard of no complaint, but in one instance, of the quality of the oil 
furnished.  The keeper of the beacon at Ashtabula, informed that his was 
poor. 
 
From the keeper’s returns I notice that one lighthouse is entirely out of oil and 
most of them nearly so.  The beacon at Conneaut failed before the close of 
navigation and I ordered the keeper to purchase a supply sufficient to keep up 
the light until the close of navigation.  
 
Presuming that the arrival of supplies for next season will depend upon 
opening of the Erie Canal which generally occurs from four to six weeks after 
navigation has opened at this end of the lake.  I have in my estimate for the 
current quarter, asked for a contingency fund of two hundred dollars to meet 
this anticipated expense, and make some necessary repairs. 
 
The lighthouse at this point needs white washing, Many of the stones of which 
it is constructed, contain iron rust, and it now presents rather an unsightly 
appearance.  The Keepers house is in the same condition - the house needs 
painting inside - and the fence about the lot is much decayed and dilapidated 
and requires repairing or a new one.  I should like to make these repairs, but 
shall await your instructions.  
 
I received from the contractor at Boston, 10 dozen small sized tube glasses 
and 9 dozen large sized, agreeable to your letter of advice of October 22, 
1841. 
 
The small size can not be used in this district; the lamps require glasses 9 
inches long and 2 and 1/2 inches diameter.  The larger glasses fit very well.   
 
      I have the honor to be 
      your obedient servant 
 
      George B. Merione 
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      Superintendent of Lighthouses  
 
27th Congress, 2nd, Doc. 811, 1842 
 
pp. 32 
Lighthouse - Ashtabula Year - 1835  
Amount appropriated - $2,000.00  
 
pp. 70 
Amount of appropriations from 1836 to 1838, inclusive, $64,149 
original estimate, $21,343.75. 
 
pp. 70 
Report of 1839 gives four estimates to complete the work, averaging $78,000.  
Expenditure exceeds original estimate by more than 200 percent; expenditure 
and estimate to finish exceed original estimate by more than 570 percent. 
 
pp. 71 
List of public works, original estimate of cost, expenditure, and estimate to 
complete them.   
 
Original estimate of cost - $21,000  
Expenditure - $64,000 
Estimate to complete work - $78,000   
Remarks - 
 
28th Congress, 1st, Doc. 38, 1843 
 
pp. 59 
Keeper Thomas takes much pride in keeping his charge in first-rate condition; 
three of the reflectors should be renewed.  This light is spoken of in very 
general commendation. 
 
Status as of December 31, 1843    
Location Number of 

lamps in 
use 

Gallons of 
Oil 
Consumed 

Remarks 

Ashtabula  Beacon 8 193 None 
 
Status as of December 31, 1844    
Location Number of 

lamps in 
use 

Gallons of 
Oil 
Consumed 

Remarks 

Ashtabula  Beacon 7 228 22 gallons of 
drippings on 
 hand 
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Status as of December 31, 1845    
Location Number of 

lamps in 
use 

Gallons of 
Oil 
Consumed 

Remarks 

Ashtabula  Beacon 7 250 Delivered  
Mr. Mc Reynolds 
25 gallons of 
Refuse oil and 
drippings 

 
Report by John Mc Reynolds - July 18, 1845 
 
Ashtabula Beacon Light - May 23 - Found everything here in excellent order. 
The keeper, Mr. Thomas, takes pride in having his lighting apparatus in the 
best possible condition.  Here there are 7 lamps in use, this light is very 
favorably spoken of.  
 
Report by John Mc Reynolds - November 20, 1845 
 
Ashtabula Beacon - Here the same difficulty exists with reference to the 
lantern top as in the latter case, the top is made of sheet iron and is much 
injured by the rust, I would respectfully recommend a similar change in this as 
in the Conneaut.  The keeper J. H, Thomas, has with the exception named, 
everything in the best possible condition. 
 
Status as of December 31, 1847    
Location Number of 

lamps in 
use 

Gallons of 
Oil 
Consumed 

Remarks 

Ashtabula 7 194  
 
Copy of hand-written letter regarding Keeper appointment - Feb. 7, 1848 
 
Hon. M. A. Richardson, House of Representatives. 
Treasury Department. 
7 February 1848 
 
Sir: 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4 inst. 
enclosing a communication of Lt. Richardson on the subject of his application 
for lighthouse keeper at Ashtabula & to inform you the same shall have the 
attention. 
 
I am respectfully yours 
M. C. Y. 
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Acting Secretary of the Treasury 
 
30th Congress, 2nd, Doc. 2, 1849 
 
pp. 67 
Lists of lighthouses, &c. as of Oct. 1, 1848 
 
Ashtabula Beacon Lights, 1 Keepers, 1    Salary, 350.00 Lamps, 7 
 
31st Congress, 2nd, Doc. 14, 1850 
 
pp. 87 
Everything in good order.  Conduct of keeper good. 
 
pp. 91 
Ashtabula Beacon oil delivered.   
Winter - 76 1/2 gal.   
Spring - 117 gal.   
Total - 193 1/2 gal. 
 
Letter - 1852 - Hand written 
 
The Ashtabula beacon is situated on the east pier, and about four hundred 
fifty feet from the beach.  The tower is twenty-eight feet from base to center of 
light, and thirty-six feet from level of lake, and is built of wood, and it has 
seven fifteen inch reflectors.  The lantern is made of iron, and hexagon in 
shape.  The glass is 10 1/2 inches by 12.  The present condition of the 
illuminating apparatus is good.  It has never been thoroughly repaired, was 
painted in 1851.  The present keeper was appointed in March 1851.  Oil on 
hand, 95 gallons winter and 39 of summer, 89 tube glasses and 774 wicks.  
The amount of land annexed is about 3 acres.  Diameter of tower at base 10 
feet, diameter of lantern 5 feet, height 6.  I have other information in regard to 
this light. 
       C. L. Russell 
       Superintendent of Lights  
 
36th Congress, 1st., Doc. 3, 1859 
 
pp. 296 
Ashtabula Lighthouse has been completely renovated. 
 
ARLB 1867 
 
Repairs 
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ARLB 1868 
 
pp. 372 
Station in good working order; no repairs made during the past year, and 
none required for the coming season. 
 
ARLB 1869 
 
pp. 466 
Ashtabula Beacon - The premises are in good condition.  No repairs are 
needed.  It is also without a dwelling for the keeper.  
 
ARLB 1870 
 
pp. 380 
Ashtabula, Ohio, Lake Erie, - There is no dwelling for the light keeper at this 
light station, and an estimate has been submitted for an appropriation to erect 
one similar to the one proposed at Conneaut. 
 
ARLB 1871 
 
pp. 528 
Ashtabula, Ohio, Lake Erie - An appropriation was made March 3, 1871, for 
building a light-keeper’s dwelling at this station.  Plans and specifications of 
the dwelling have been prepared, and sealed proposals will be publicly invited 
for the construction under contract, when the title-papers of the lot purchased 
for the site have been examined and approved by the Attorney General of the 
United States. 
 
ARLB 1872 
 
pp. 66 
Ashtabula, Lake Erie, Ohio.  - An appropriation was made, March 3, 1871, for 
building a light-keepers dwelling at this station.  Proposals were publicly 
invited for its construction, and a contract was made.  The contract has been 
satisfactorily executed, and the building has been accepted.  It is a building of 
the same character as that at Conneaut, Ohio, and is situated on the left bank 
of the stream, within the township of Ashtabula.  The beacon on the east pier 
is very old and dilapidated, and by the irregular setting of its crib has been 
much thrown out of verticality.  It should be removed, and a pier-head beacon 
should be established in its stead.  The appropriation required is $3,400. 
 
ARLB 1873 
 
pp. 359 
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An appropriation was made March 3, 1873, for building a new pier-head 
beacon.  As an extension of the west pier is contemplated, on the head of 
which the new beacon is to be placed, the construction of the same is 
deferred, and it is recommended to continue the appropriation to June 30, 
1875. 
 
ARLB 1874 
 
pp. 66 
Ashtabula, Lake Erie, Ohio - An appropriation was made March 3, 1873, for 
building a new pier-head beacon.  The lantern was made, but the 
contemplated extension of the west pier was not completed, nor will it be this 
season; when completed, the new beacon will be established. 
 
ARLB 1875 
 
pp. 62 
Ashtabula, Lake Erie, Ohio - The new beacon proposed for the end of the 
west pier of entrance has not yet been commenced, as the pier extension is 
not completed.  It is hoped, however, that the beacon can be built and lighted 
by the opening of navigation in 1876.  The present beacon on the east pier 
will then be taken down. 
 
ARLB 1876 
 
pp. 48 
Ashtabula, Lake Erie, Ohio. - The new beacon, for which an appropriation 
was made March 3, 1873, has been erected near the terminus of the present 
extension of the west pier, at the mouth of Ashtabula River.  The light was 
exhibited upon the opening of navigation, (April 8, 1876).  When the extension 
of the west pier is completed, this beacon will be moved to the head of the 
pier.  The old beacon on crib behind the east pier has been removed. 
 
Light shifted from the east pier to the outer end of west pier at opening of 
navigation, 1876. 
 
ARLB 1880 
Clipping file - National Archives 
 
Ashtabula, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio.  - The dwelling 
was repapered and repainted.  A new cistern was built.  Some 60 feet of the 
elevated walk, which had been carried away by a schooner, were repaired, 
and the beacon was repainted inside and outside. 
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ARLB 1881 
 
pp. 59 
Repairs 
 
ARLB 1882 
Clipping file - National Archives 
 
Ashtabula, on west pier, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio - The beacon 
was moved out 471 feet and the elevated walk was extended the same 
distance, and various minor repairs were made. 
 
ARLB 1884 
Clipping file - National Archives 
 
Ashtabula, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio.  - The lower half of 
the corner posts of the beacon were spliced with new timber, the foundation 
of the beacon was renewed, 205 feet of elevated walk were rebuilt, 520 feet 
were repaired, and other minor repairs were made. 
 
ARLB 1885 
Clipping file - National Archives 
 
Ashtabula, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio - The elevated walk 
on the west pier was extended 104 feet shoreward and various repairs were 
made. 
 
ARLB 1886 
     
pp. 70 
Ashtabula, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio.  - The elevated 
walk on the west pier was extended shoreward for a distance of 75 feet, the 
board walk leading from the fence gate to the front entrance of the dwelling, 
and a branch leading to the kitchen, were re-laid, and minor repairs were 
made. 
 
ARLB 1887 
 
pp. 85 
Ashtabula, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio. - The elevated 
walk on the west pier was repaired, 64 feet of the raised walk leading from the 
pier to the beach were rebuilt, and general repairs were made. 
 
ARLB 1889 
Clipping file - National Archives 
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Ashtabula range lights and fog-signal, Lake Erie, Ohio. - The establishment of 
this station was authorized by the act of March 2, 1889, but no appropriation 
was made for doing the work.  The entrance to the harbor is narrow, the 
commerce is increasing rapidly, and now many vessels are forced to lay 
under Point Pelee waiting for daylight or for the fog to lift, as they fear to 
enter.  It is claimed that if range lights and a fog-signal were established 
neither night nor fog would prevent vessels from entering the harbor at any 
time.  It is estimated that these needed aids to navigation can be established 
for $7,000, and it is recommended that this amount be appropriated.  
 
ARLB 1890 
 
pp. 22 
Appropriations made for construction of range lights and fog-signal, 
authorized by act of March 2, 1889.  $7,000 
 
pp. 35 
Estimates for special appropriations - Harbor range-lights and fog-signal. 
 
pp. 147 
Ashtabula, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio - Water from the 
city mains was introduced into the keeper’s dwelling.  Some 31 linear feet of 
elevated walk on the west pier were entirely destroyed by the gale of January 
13, 1890, and 60 feet, not continuous, were damaged.  The damage was 
repaired as soon as the weather would permit.  The damage done to the 
elevated walk by the schooner H. W. Sage, of Lorain, was repaired and paid 
for by the owner of the schooner.  The following recommendation, which was 
made in the Board’s last annual report, is renewed: 
 
The establishment of this station was authorized by the act of March 2, 1889, 
but no appropriation was made for doing the work.  The entrance of the 
harbor is narrow, the commerce is increasing rapidly, and now many vessels 
are forced to lay under Point Pelee waiting for daylight or for the fog to lift, as 
they fear to enter.  It is clamed that if range-lights and a fog-signal were 
established neither night nor fog would prevent vessels from entering the 
harbor at any time. 
 
This was authorized by act of March 2, 1889, but no appropriation was made 
to do the work.  The Board now has to state, in addition, that, as the 
commerce seeking the harbor of Ashtabula is very large and rapidly 
increasing, and as the class of vessels consigned to this harbor are among 
the largest on the lakes, and as they visit this harbor late in the fall and up to 
the very close of navigation, when snow-storms are likely to occur, and as 
they enter by night as well as by day, this locality is deemed to be of sufficient 
importance to justify the expense of a steam fog-signal, at a cost not to 
exceed $4,300, and it is recommended that an appropriation of this amount 
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be made therefor. The entrance to this harbor is narrow, and there is a light 
only on the end of one pier.  It is important that before reaching the end of this 
pier, vessels should be headed directly parallel to it, otherwise they are liable 
to run into one of the two piers, or pass outside of both.  There is no fixed light 
in the harbor on which to range.  Hence pilots are at a loss at night to get a 
sure range toward which to head in time to get their craft straight before 
making the end of the pier.  A suitable range-light can be erected at small 
cost near the inner end of the pier, on which the light is located and made to 
range with the light on the outer end.  It is recommended that this be done, at 
a cost not to exceed $400, and it is recommended that an appropriation of 
this amount be made therefor. 
 
ARLB 1891 
 
pp. 137 - 138 
Ashtabula, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio. - Congress, by the 
act approved on March 3, 1891, appropriated $4,700 for establishing here 
range lights and a steam fog signal.  A contract was made on June 29, 1891, 
to furnish, deliver and erect on the west pier a triangular skeleton tower, fitted 
with the necessary ball-bearing wheels for the lens hoisting apparatus, and 
one of the corner legs of the tower is to be supplied with steps to enable the 
keeper to ascend when necessary.  It is proposed as a harbor improvement 
project to rebuild the outer portion of the east pier, to widen the channel. 
Hence no steps have yet been taken towards establishing the fog signal, as it 
is proposed to locate it upon this pier that the signal may be protected from 
the prevailing storms.  The damage done on August 10, 1890, by the 
schooner Annie Sherwood, of Chicago, Ill. to the elevated walk on the west 
pier, was repaired at the expense of the owners of the vessel.  Various 
repairs were made. 
 
ARLB 1892 
 
pp. 154 
Ashtabula, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio - Some 670 square 
feet of concrete walk were laid.  The elevated walk was damaged by vessels 
at different times.  The owners of the Teutonia, in December 1891, repaired 
certain small damages she had inflicted on the station.  The damages done 
April 4, 1892, by the steamer Lansing, and April 23, 1892, by the schooner S. 
P. Ely, were repaired and the owners of the respective vessels paid the cost 
of the repairs.  
 
Ashtabula Pierhead, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie Ohio.  - 
Appropriation was made by the act approved on March 3, 1891, for 
establishing these range lights.  By contract dated June 29, 1891, a triangular 
skeleton iron tower 65 feet high was erected upon the west pier to show a 
light in range with the pier-head beacon light.  A cubby house was built in the 
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second lower section of the tower, but the lanterns ordered not having been 
received, the apparatus for suspending the lights has not yet been put up. 
The characteristics adopted for the rear range light are three lens lanterns 
arranged vertically, two red and one white, with the white in the middle.  It is 
expected to light the rear beacon on the opening of navigation in 1893.  On 
May 17, 1892, the tower was overthrown by the schooner Chippewa, which 
collided with it while in tow of the tug John Gordon.  The tower was re-erected 
5 feet farther from the channel face, at a cost of $146.05.  The establishment 
of the fog signal, for which appropriation was made by the act approved on 
March 3, 1891, was unavoidably deferred.  It will probably be in operation on 
the opening of navigation in 1893. 
 
ARLB 1893 
Clipping file - National Archives 
 
Ashtabula (front), entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie Ohio.  - During a 
gale on October 28, and 29, 1892, about 30 feet of the elevated walk on the 
west pier was carried away and about 50 feet was wrecked.  The damage 
was repaired.  Some other small repairs were made.  The machinery for the 
new fog-signal is under contract for delivery by August 15, 1893, and 
preparations are being made to build the fog-signal house. 
 
Ashtabula Pierhead (rear), entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio.  - 
The illuminating apparatus for this beacon was received but the fitting of the 
tower was delayed for lack of funds for the purpose.  This work will be done 
during the summer of 1893. 
 
ARLB 1894 
 
pp. 157 
Ashtabula (front), entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio.  - Extensive 
repairs to the dwelling were found necessary, and a contract was made to do 
the work and furnish all the materials for the sum of $1038.50, to be 
completed September 30.  The work was begun in June and fair progress has 
been made.  The beacon was moved 240 feet to the end of the new pier, built 
in 1893, and a new elevated walk was constructed for the same distance. 
Some 60 running feet of elevated walk, destroyed by a storm in October 
1893, was rebuilt.  The lumber and ironwork for rebuilding 640 running feet of 
old elevated walk was purchased and delivered at the station.  Various 
repairs were made. 
 
A new steam fog signal was established at this station as authorized by act of 
Congress approved March 3, 1891.  It was completed and ready for operation 
September 30, 1893.  It is situated on the west pier next to and adjoining the 
outer pier-head beacon, to which it is connected by a covered storm house 
over the entrance to the beacon.  The timbers throughout are of white pine. 
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The structure is covered out-side with corrugated iron, and painted brown.  It 
has a cemented floor and a large storage room for fuel.  Since the fog signal 
was completed the pier has been extended 240 feet.  The fog-signal house 
and machinery has, therefore, been moved to the outer end of the pier-
extension. 
 
pp. 157 
Ashtabula Pierhead (rear), entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio - 
This beacon was fitted with apparatus for hoisting the lanterns into position for 
displaying the light.  The lights were exhibited for the first time September 25, 
1893.  The tower is a triangular skeleton pyramid of wrought iron; it was 
erected in 1891, but was not lighted owing to lack of funds.  On May 17, 1892, 
the schooner Chipewa, in tow of the tug John Gordon, collided with the 
beacon and caused it to fall.  The parties responsible for the damage, having 
failed to pay the expense of repairs, the matter was placed in the hands of the 
U. S. Attorney for the northern district of Ohio, for legal action. 
 
pp. 166 
This 6-inch steam whistle was in operation about 3 hours, and consumed a 
little more than 2 tons of coal. 
 
ARLB 1895 
Clipping file - National Archives 
 
Ashtabula, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio.  - Some 633 feet 
of elevated walk were rebuilt on the west pier.  Alterations to the keeper’s 
dwelling under contract were completed.  The building of an oil house was 
authorized, and the brick for its lining was purchased and delivered. 
 
ARLB 1896 
 
pp. 22 
Ashtabula Range (rear) - Structure demolished and light extinguished 
November 1, 1895; reestablished November 4, 1895. 
 
pp. 131 
Ashtabula, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio.  - The woodshed 
was rebuilt and enlarged.  On November 1, 1895, a skeleton iron framework 
constituting the rear beacon of the range was struck by the boom of a dredge 
working in the vicinity, impairing it so that it fell on the next day. This type of 
tower is unsatisfactory.  A temporary wooden tower was erected to remain 
until a permanent beacon of suitable type can be built. 
 
pp. 137 
This 6-inch steam whistle was in operation some 89 hours, and consumed 
about 5 tons of coal. 
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ARLB 1897 
Clipping file - National Archives 
 
Ashtabula, (front), entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio.  - On 
September 28, 1896, a steamer, while passing out of Ashtabula Harbor, ran 
into the west pier, breaking one of the guard timbers and starting up some of 
the plank in the platform in front of the fog -signal.  The damage was repaired 
by the vessel’s agent.  Various repairs were made. 
 
Ashtabula Pierhead, (rear), entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio.  - 
The frame structure erected for the temporary display of the rear range lights 
was taken down and the lights were transferred to a tower erected on the 
west side of the west pier.  The lights were first exhibited from the new 
beacon on the opening of navigation, 1897.  The number of lights was 
reduced from three to two, the lower one being red and the upper one white, 
and the distance between them was increased to 6 feet.  A square iron oil 
house was erected.  Various repairs were made. 
 
ARLB 1898 
 
pp. 161 
Ashtabula, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio.  - Some 224 feet of elevated 
walk on the west pier was rebuilt.  An addition was built to the keeper’s 
dwelling for the use of the assistant keeper.  The timber protection work in 
front of the fog signal was repaired and strengthened, and an iron hand rail 
was provided on the front and south sides of the fog-signal platform.  Repairs 
were made. 
 
A 6 inch steam whistle was in operation some 122 hours, and consumed 
about 8 tons of coal. 
 
ARLB 1899 
Clipping file - National Archives 
 
Ashtabula, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio.  - The bathroom 
was connected with the sewer and the water works.  The color of the rear 
range light was changed to fixed red, and it was shown with a lens lantern 
since the opening of navigation, April 11, 1899.  The 6-inch steam whistle of 
the fog-signal was replaced with a 10-inch whistle, at an increased height of 
10 feet.  A new smokestack was provided. 
 
ARLB 1901 
 
pp. 165 
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The Ashtabula lights and fog-signal were maintained at intervals for the 
benefit of fishermen and others after the close of navigation December 10, 
1900 
 
pp. 168 
Ashtabula, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio.  - A set of new 
fifth-order lamps was provided for the front-range light.  Various minor repairs 
were made. 
 
pp. 171 
Ashtabula range (Front) - This 10-inch steam whistle, in duplicate, was in 
operation some 424 hours, and consumed about 24 tons of coal. 
 
ARLB 1902 
Clipping file - National Archives 
 
Ashtabula, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio.  - A cement walk 
from the back door of the dwelling to woodhouse, and a board walk from the 
back door to the assistant keeper’s dwelling were built.  Some 75 feet of 
sewer pipe were laid under ground from the assistant keeper’s dwelling north 
to side of the hill to drain the cellar.  By the act approved on June 28, 1902, 
an appropriation of $18,000 was made for establishing a light and fog-signal 
station on the new pier-head at the end of the west breakwater entrance to 
Ashtabula Harbor.  The work will be done as soon as practicable. 
 
ALRB 1903 
Clipping file - National Archives 
 
Ashtabula Range, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio - On 
October 15, 1902, a vessel ran into the pierhead and beacon foundation, 
damaging both, and causing the beacon to settle several inches to the 
northward.  The beacon was temporarily secured.  The company, which is to 
build a new pier in a new location will, in the meantime, maintain the old or 
present pier.  To facilitate the rebuilding of the west pier, the rear range 
beacon was moved northerly along the pier on the range line some 541 feet, 
thus reducing the distance between the two beacons of the range to about 
750 feet.  Various repairs were made to the keeper’s dwelling.  Bids for the 
erection of the light and fog-signal house on pierhead at end of the west 
breakwater are being invited by public advertisement. 
 
ARLB 1903 
 
pp. 66 
The bids for the erection of the light and fog-signal house on the pier-head at 
the end of the west breakwater, opened on July 17, 1903, were rejected as 
exorbitant.  The construction of them by hired labor and open-market 
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purchase of materials being authorized, schedules of the material are being 
prepared. 
 
ARLB 1904 
Clipping file - National Archives 
 
Ashtabula, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie Ohio - Work has 
progressed on the West Breakwater light and fog-signal at such times as it 
could be advantageously carried on by hired labor and open-market 
purchases of materials.  The concrete bulkhead or wall surrounding the site 
on the pierhead was completed, and the concrete foundation of the tower and 
fog-signal house was completed to a point ready for setting the iron posts.  
Much of the material has been already obtained and is being delivered at the 
site.  The fog-signal apparatus, which will consist of a siren operated by oil 
engines, in duplicate, and compressed air, is being provided. 
 
ARLB 1905 
 
pp. 129 
Ashtabula range, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie Ohio - The 
sounding of fog-signals with the 10-inch steam whistle at the outer end of the 
west pier was on June 3, 1905, permanently discontinued.  The light 
heretofore exhibited from the tower on the outer end of the west pier was, on 
that date, also permanently discontinued. 
 
On June 3, 1905, a fixed red fourth-order light was established in the 
structure recently erected at West Breakwater, northeast end.  On the same 
date a compressed air siren was established in the structure, which is a white 
square two-story iron house, with pyramidal roof surmounted by a low 
cylindrical tower with a black cylindrical lantern.  Various repairs were made. 
 
ARLB 1906 
 
pp. 194 
Ashtabula Range, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio. - On June 
12, 1906, the steamer Philip Minch collided with the west breakwater pier-
head, doing some slight damage to the lighthouse premises.  The damage 
was repaired at the expense of the owners of the steamer.  A five-day lens 
lantern was installed in the rear beacon in place of a one-day lens lantern.  
Various repairs were made. 
 
ARLB - 1907 
Clipping file - National Archives 
 
Ashtabula Range, entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie, Ohio. - A new 20 
horsepower oil engine was installed to replace a defective 13-horsepower oil 
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engine, and the latter was shipped to the general lighthouse depot.  Various 
repairs were made. 
 
Commissioner’s Report 1913 
 
pp. 341 
Authorization having been given by the act of March 4, 1913, appropriations 
were made for the following special works by the act of October 22, 1913.  
Improvement of aids to navigation at Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio, $45,000. 
 
pp. 358 
Lights established during the fiscal year 1913 
Ashtabula Inner Breakwater, Ohio – (minor) 
 
Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1913 
 
pp. 64 
Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio – A fixed white light was established on April 2, 1913, 
to mark the end of the old inner breakwater.  The East Breakwater Light 
maintained by the War Department was then discontinued. 
 
Intensity of this light was increased on October 14, 1913, from 70 to 170 
candlepower. 
 
By act approved October 22, 1913, Congress appropriated $45,000 for 
rearranging and improving the aids to navigation at this harbor, this work 
being necessitated by the enlargement of the harbor and new breakwaters 
under construction.  Under this appropriation plans are now being prepared 
for rebuilding the main light and improving the fog-signal, to be located on the 
west breakwater pierhead. 
 
Commissioner’s Report 1914 
 
pp. 484 
Engineering and Construction – Ashtabula, Ohio – Lightstation 
 
pp. 495 
Legislation Enacted Affecting the Lighthouse Service  
Improvement of aids to navigation at Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio - $45,000 
 
pp. 516 
Lights, Exclusive of Lighted Buoys, Which will Probably be Established During 
the Fiscal Year 1915  
Ashtabula East Breakwater, Ohio – July 1914, Lens lantern – (Acetylene) 
Ashtabula West Breakwater, Ohio – July 1914, Lens lantern – (Acetylene) 
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pp. 529 
Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio - The act of October 22, 1913, appropriated $45,000 
for rearranging, rebuilding, and improvement of the aids to navigation at 
Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio. The preliminary plans for this work have been 
approved and the work on the detailed plans is in progress.  The 
establishment of acetylene flashing lights on the east and west pier-heads will 
be completed during the season of 1914.  It is expected to complete the work 
of building up the west pier-head during the present season and complete the 
project during the season of 1915.  Amount expended to June 30, 1914, 
$381.44. 
 
Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1914 
 
pp. 96 
Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio – Ashtabula West Breakwater Pierhead and East 
Breakwater Lights were established on July 21, 1914.  The light on the west 
breakwater pierhead is temporary pending the moving of Ashtabula West 
Breakwater Light-station to this location.  It is shown from a wooden structure, 
16 feet above water.  The East Breakwater Light is shown from a skeleton 
steel tower with enclosed base, and is about 37 feet above water.  Both these 
lights are shown from 300 millimeter lens lanterns, burning acetylene gas, 
and show a single flash every 3 seconds.  The west light is flashing white of 
350 candlepower, the east light is flashing red of about 90 candlepower.  The 
color of Ashtabula Inner Breakwater Light was changed on the some date 
from fixed white to fixed red, reducing the intensity to 50 candlepower. 
 
Commissioner’s Report 1915 
 
pp. 566 
Aids to Navigation 
Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio (2 lights) 
 
pp. 572 
Engineering and Construction 
Ashtabula Light station 
 
pp. 598 
Lights Established During the Fiscal Year 1915 
Ashtabula East Breakwater, Ohio Lens Lantern (acetylene) 
Ashtabula West Breakwater Pierhead, Ohio lens Lantern (acetylene) 
 
pp. 614, 615 
Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio  - The act of October 22, 1913, appropriated $45,000 
for rearranging, rebuilding, and improvement of aids to navigation at 
Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio.  Detailed plans were completed.  Acetylene flashing 
lights were established on east and west pier-heads July 17, 1914.  On June 
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30, 1915, the forms for building up the concrete base had been completed 
and deposition of concrete begun.  Metal work for addition to fog-signal house 
is being constructed under contract.  Diaphone fog-signal apparatus has been 
ordered.  It is expected to complete the project during the present season. 
Amount expended to June 30, 1915, $8,987.29.  
 
pp. 628 
Expenditures during the Fiscal Year 1915 form Appropriation for the 
Lighthouse Service. 
 
Aids to navigation, Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio - $8,605.85 
 
pp. 657 
Summary of Important Construction and Repair Work Under General 
Appropriations, Completed During Fiscal Year 1915 
 
Ashtabula West Breakwater Pierhead Light, Ohio – (Cost $1,117) 
Establishment of temporary acetylene light 
 
Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1915 
 
pp. 84, 85 
Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio – Under a special Act of Congress appropriating 
$45,000 for the project of rearranging and improving aids to navigation at this 
Harbor, work has been in progress during the entire season by a force of 
District employees.  The work so far accomplished consists in building up the 
pier-head foundation, 40 feet by 60 feet in plan, with reinforced concrete from 
a point about 3 feet above the water to an elevation of 16 feet.  The steel 
lighthouse structure was moved from its old location and placed in position of 
the new pierhead about August 31, 1915, and the light exhibited from the new 
structure.  A temporary steam fog-signal was maintained during the progress 
of work of moving and preparing the structure, the air siren fog-signal being 
replaced in commission October 7, 1915. 
 
A steel addition to the structure is being erected to house the new fog-signal 
plant.  This addition was expected to be completed by the close of the year 
1915.  The new fog-signal will be a diaphone and the necessary plant has 
been contracted for.  It is expected that the new fog-signal and the permanent 
light will be in commission early in 1916.  The light is to be flashing white with 
incandescent oil vapor as the illuminant.   
 
Commissioner’s Report 1916 
 
pp. 689 
Lights Discontinued During the Fiscal Year 1916 
Ashtabula West Breakwater, Ohio – (fourth) 
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pp. 703, 704 
Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio  - The act of October 22, 1913, appropriated $45,000 
for rearranging, rebuilding, and improvement of aids to navigation at 
Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio.  Work has been in progress at the site during the 
fiscal year except during the winter months.  On June 30, 1916, the old 
lighthouse structure had been moved to the new pier-head, the steel addition 
constructed and the interior was nearing completion.  Temporary light and 
fog-signal were in commission in rebuilt structure.  It is expected to complete 
the structure and install new light and fog-signal during the present season. 
Amount expended to June 30, 1916, $29,656.71. 
 
pp. 717 
Expenditures during the Fiscal Year 1916 
Aids to navigation, Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio – $20,669.42 
 
Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1916 
 
pp. 93 
Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio – Work was in progress during the year 1916, on the 
new structure on the west breakwater pierhead, under a special appropriation 
of $45,000.  The new steel addition to the structure for a fog signal house was 
practically completed, and the work of installing a new fog signal plant in 
hand.  A compressed air siren has been maintained temporarily during the 
season.  The new fog signal will be a Type “F” air diaphone. 
 
On September 21, 1916, the new permanent light was placed in commission.  
This light is flashing white every 5 seconds, of 14,000 candlepower, using 
incandescent oil vapor for the illuminant. 
 
Commissioner’s Report 1917 
 
pp. 689 
Lights where Illumination Was Improved During the Fiscal year 1917 
Ashtabula, Ohio (from Acetylene to Incandescent Oil Vapor) 
 
pp. 692 
Fog Signals Established, Improved, And Discontinued During the Fiscal Year 
1917 
 
Ashtabula, Lake Erie Ohio – From 1st class air siren – To – Air diaphone 
 
pp. 704 
Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio  - The act of October 22, 1913, appropriated $45,000 
for rearranging, rebuilding, and improvement of aids to navigation at 
Ashtabula Harbor Ohio.  Work has been in progress at the site throughout the 
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year.  New Light placed in commission September 21, 1916, and new fog-
signal in commission March 26, 1917.  It is expected to complete interior 
finish of structure during present season.  Amount expended to June 30, 
1917, $41,313.45. 
 
pp. 719 
Expenditures during the Fiscal Year 1917 
Aids to navigation, Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio - $11,656.74 
 
Commissioner’s Report 1918 
 
pp. 570 
Engineering and Construction 
Improvement of aids to navigation at Ashtabula Harbor 
 
pp. 599 
Ashtabula Harbor Ohio – The act of October 22, 1913, appropriated $45,000 
for rear ranging, rebuilding, and improvement of aids to navigation in 
Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio.  Under this appropriation the superstructure of the 
new pierhead at the outer end of the extended west breakwater has been 
constructed, the lighthouse structure moved to this pierhead from its old 
location, and an addition to this structure built.  The light was placed in 
commission September 21, 1916, and the fog signal March 26, 1917.  
Amount expended to June 30, 1918, $42,429.72. 
 
pp. 616 
Expenditures during the Fiscal Year 1918 
Aids to navigation, Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio - $1,070.88 
 
pp. 634 
Aids to Navigation, Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio 
 
Purpose - For rearranging, rebuilding, and improving aids to navigation at 
entrance to harbor, necessitated by breakwater extensions enlarging the 
harbor.  The principal light went into commission September 21, 1916, and its 
fog signal March 26, 1917.  The minor light went into commission July 17, 
1914. 
 
Site – The principal light and fog signal is located on the outer end of the west 
breakwater, with a minor light on the west end of the breakwater opposite to 
it, both at the entrance to the harbor. 
 
Structures – The west pierhead is 40 by 60 feet in plan.  The foundation 
timber crib filled with reinforced concrete and stone was built by the United 
States Engineer Department.  The base of reinforced concrete was built up by 
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the Lighthouse Service from a point 4 feet above mean lake level to an 
elevation of 16 feet. 
 
The steel lighthouse structure was moved from its old location on the 
breakwater, a distance of about 1,800 feet, to the new pierhead, and an 
addition of similar construction; 20 by 24 feet in plan, one story high, built on 
to provide additional floor space required for the fog-signal plant.  The interior 
of the building was reconstructed, using brick lining and plaster for the walls.  
The power-room floor is tile and the floors of the quarters are hardwood.  A 
pipe railing is provided around the edge of the pier for protection.  The 
building supports a fourth-order helical bar lantern whose focal plane is 35 
feet 5 inches above the top of the pier. 
 
The structure on the east breakwater pierhead is a standard 25-foot skeleton 
steel tower, resting on concrete foundation piers. 
 
Illuminating apparatus – The illuminating apparatus at the principal light 
consists of a fourth-order, 6 panel, revolving lens, mounted on a mercury float 
pedestal and using a type “A” 35-millimeter incandescent oil vapor outfit.  The 
light characteristic is a white flash every 5 seconds, with an intensity of 
14,000 candles.  The focal plane is 51 feet 5 inches above mean lake level 
and the light is visible 15 miles.   
 
East breakwater - A 300 millimeter lens lantern is used in connection with an 
automatic acetylene gas installation, the characteristic being a red flash every 
3 seconds with an intensity of 80 candles.  The focal plane is 37 feet above 
mean lake level and the light is visible 9 miles. 
 
Fog signal – A type “F” diaphone, using compressed air.  The power plant 
consists of a 25-horsepower direct connected tandem engine and compressor 
unit, in duplicate, operating on kerosene or power distillate.  The 
characteristic is one blast of 2 seconds every 20 seconds. 
 
Quarters – There are three keepers who have quarters in the new main 
building while on duty with a keeper’s dwelling with quarters for two families 
ashore.  The basement of the new building contains a cellar, cistern, coal bin, 
storeroom, and oil and paint room.  The first floor contains the engine room, a 
bedroom, and bathroom.  The second floor has a living room, pantry, a 
bedroom, tank room, and hallway leading to watch room above. 
 
Cost – The aids were established under the act of October 22, 1913, 
appropriating $45,000.  Total cost to June 30, 1918, $42,429.72.  The work 
was done by hired labor and purchase of materials.  
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Commissioner’s Report 1919 
 
pp. 754 
Expenditures during the Fiscal Year 1919 
Aids to navigation, Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio - $550.20 
 
Commissioner’s Report 1921 
 
pp. 38 
Acetylene or other lights changed from oil-wick lights, etc. 
Ashtabula West Pier, Ohio - (Changed to: electric incandescent from 
Incandescent Oil Vapor). 
 
Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1921 
 
pp. 82 
Ashtabula Harbor, Lake Erie – The illuminant of West Pier Light was changed 
from oil to electricity on May 31, 1921, and intensity increased to 420 
candlepower. 
 
Commissioner’s Report 1923 
 
pp. 60 
Expenditures during the Fiscal Year 1923 
Aids to navigation, Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio - $2,030.46 
 
Commissioner’s Report 1925 
 
pp. 33  
Public Works Appropriations 
Ashtabula, Ohio - aids to navigation $6,500 
 
Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1928 
 
pp. 199 
Ashtabula Radio-beacon – A radio-beacon has been authorized for this 
station.  Work is in progress and it is expected it will be established early in 
the season of 1929. 
 
Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1929 
 
pp. 191, 192 
Ashtabula Lighthouse – On June 15, 1929, the intensity of this light was 
changed by the installation of electricity as the illuminant to 11,000 
candlepower and characteristic of light changed to flashing white 5 seconds, 
flash, 1.6 seconds. 
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Ashtabula Radio-beacon – A Class B (100-200 watt) radio-beacon was 
established at Ashtabula Lighthouse June 9, 1929, and transmits signals 
every 180 seconds, groups of 2 dashes and 1 dot for 60 seconds, silent 120 
seconds.  The radio-beacon operates on a frequency of 314 kilocycles (wave 
length 955 meters) continuously during thick or foggy weather and daily in 
clear weather form 11:45 a. m. to 12:00 m., 3:30 to 4:00 a. m. and p. m., and 
from 9:30 to 10:00 a. m., 90th meridian time.  
 
Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1930 
 
pp. 174 
Ashtabula radio-beacon – The schedule of daily operating periods of the 
radio-beacon was changed at the opening of navigation, 1930, so that it 
operates during the last 15 minutes of each hour of the day regardless of 
weather conditions. 
 
Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1931 
 
pp. 168 
Ashtabula Harbor – The characteristic of the fog signal was changed and the 
new method of synchronizing with radio beacon for distance finding was 
established. 
 
Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1932 
 
pp. 116 
At the opening of navigation 1932, the lights were changed in color to 
conform to the standard rule of the Lighthouse Service. 
Ashtabula East Breakwater Light, to flashing green. 
Ashtabula Inner Breakwater Light, to fixed green.  
 
Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1933 
 
pp. 112 
Proposed Improvements – The following named improvements of aids to 
navigation are in progress, to be completed during next season or as soon as 
practicable thereafter: Ashtabula – New light on breakwater extension. 
 
Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1934 
 
pp. 134 
Ashtabula West Breakwater Lighted Buoy, 2, was established August 17, 
1934, to mark 600-foot extension to west breakwater under construction.  
Buoy is red, showing a flashing red light every 4 seconds, flash 0.4 second 
duration, of 40 candlepower.  When buoy was removed for the winter, a light 
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supported by a steel pole was placed on the new crib.  A permanent light will 
be installed on this pierhead upon completion by the U. S. Engineers. 
 
Commissioner’s Report 1935 
 
pp. 124 
Description of Important Works Completed: 
During the year boathouses and slips were completed at Ashtabula, Ohio 
Ashtabula Harbors awaiting completion of work by United States Engineers. 
 
Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1935 
 
pp. 138, 139 
Ashtabula – Several temporary changes in aids to navigation at Ashtabula 
harbor were made during the year, due to improvement work by U. S. 
Engineers. 
 
Ashtabula East Breakwater Light was discontinued April 11, due to removal of 
a portion of the east breakwater.  On October 17, this light was re-established 
on a new pierhead. 
 
Ashtabula West Pierhead Light was established October 17, on pierhead at 
the outer end of the west breakwater extension. 
Ashtabula Inner Breakwater Light was temporarily discontinued April 29, due 
to the removal of a portion of the breakwater, and was re-established on 
November 1, upon completion of the work. 
 
Ashtabula West Pier Light was shown from new white skeleton tower on 
October 9.  Light is 35 feet above water. 
 
Commissioner’s Report 1936 
 
pp. 119 
Progress of Special Words Under Construction or Completed:  
Ashtabula, Ohio – Lights on breakwater rebuilt and relocated. 
 
Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1936 
 
pp. 146, 147 
Ashtabula – On August 25, the characteristic of Ashtabula West Pierhead 
Light was changed to fixed red, of 540 candlepower, by the installation of 
electricity as the illuminant. 
 
On September 2, the characteristic of Ashtabula Inner Breakwater Light was 
changed to fixed green, of 250 candlepower, and electric illuminant installed. 
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HAER – Great Lakes Lighthouse Survey – May 1979 
 
Ashtabula Harbor Light, Ohio – County Ashtabula 
 
Address – On pierhead, 600 feet from the north end of the west breakwater, 
west side of entrance to Ashtabula Harbor, on Lake Erie. 
 
Owner – Department of Transportation, U. S. Coast Guard 
Ninth District 
1240 East 9th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44199 
 
The bustling port of Ashtabula, which “began a wondrous growth” after 1872 
when the city was linked by rail with the coal and iron-producing regions of 
Ohio and Pennsylvania, is still an important shipping center for coal and iron 
ore.  The present light marking the entrance to the harbor was first built on the 
west pierhead in 1904-1905.  In 1915-1916, the pier was extended; on 30 
June 1916 the lighthouse was moved to its present location and enlarged.  
The square 2-story building is surmounted on the northwest corner by a 
conical light tower with port windows.  The steel-framed structure is clad with 
“iron plate” painted white.  The light has a focal plane height of 51 feet above 
mean lake level.  The cylindrical lantern is constructed of cast iron with brass 
fittings.  It has a circular gallery surrounded by a pipe railing.  The light is 
shone through a Fresnel “bull’s eye” lens (4th order) manufactured by Barbier 
& Benard, of Paris, in 1896.  The flashing white light, which has a nominal 
range of 23 miles, was converted to electric lens drive in 1959, but parts of its 
original clockwork apparatus are intact, including the 11 inch diameter drop 
tube, clock cord, and lead counterweight.  The gears that formerly rotated the 
lens once every 30 seconds are still intact beneath the lens.  The Ashtabula 
Harbor Light was last manned in 1973.  The light today operates by shore 
power.  No original fog signal equipment remains. 
 
Original use – Harbor light & fog signal 
 
Present use – Harbor light & fog signal 
 
References – Drawing and photograph files, United States Coast Guard Ninth 
District Headquarters, Cleveland, Ohio.   
 
I. B. Mansfield, ed., History of the Great Lakes, 2 vols. (Chicago: J. H. Beers 
& Co., 1899),1:296-297. 
 
Records of the United States Coast Guard, Record Group 26, National 
Archives, Washington, D. C. 
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U. S. Department of Transportation, United States Coast Guard, Light list, vol. 
4, Great Lakes 1979, p. 34   
 
Lake Erie - Harlan Hatcher  pp. 157 
 
Ashtabula 1928 
 
A heavy storm struck so quickly in January 1928 that two keepers were 
caught in the Ashtabula Lighthouse.  At the end of two days the tower was 
caked over with ice from two to five feet thick, and mountains of ice were piled 
up on the crib and around the base.  The keepers managed to thaw open the 
door; then with pick and crowbar they dug a trench for forty feet to reach the 
side of the crib and escape. 
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Ashtabula Star Beacon 
October 3, 1994 

 
Guiding Lights 

 
By CARL FEATHER 

 
Ashtabula and Conneaut harbors would be naked without their lighthouses 
blinking a friendly greeting to landlubbers and sailors alike.  Like the dot on an 
"i," these stately, white structures adorn the break wall and complete the 
picturesque panoramas from Walnut Beach and Conneaut Township Park. 
 
Although the structures differ architecturally, their function remains the same 
to provide sailors with a reference point and guide them to safety in foul 
weather and darkness. 
 
Ashtabula resident Gordon Amsbary has made a hobby of studying Great 
Lakes lighthouses, particularly those that hold a personal interest to him.  
Amsbary's mother was born in the St. Clair Flats Ship Canal Light Station in 
1896.  Her father was the lighthouse keeper from 1883 to 1919.  Amsbary's 
research on that lighthouse was published in the quarterly journal of the 
United States Lighthouse Society, "Keeper's Log." 
 
Amsbary has also researched the history of Ashtabula lighthouses for The 
National Park Service.  He said Ashtabula has had two lighthouses, and each 
one has been moved twice to accommodate expansions of the harbor and 
break walls. 
 
But the very first navigational light at Ashtabula Harbor was not a stately 
structure but a lantern hanging on a broom pole at harbor's east entrance.  
The first real lighthouse came in 1836, a wooden structure that stood at the 
end of the east pier, a short distance north of where the Conrail bridge 
terminates on the east side of the river. 
 
Amsbary said the East Pierhead Light was 35 to 40 feet in height and had 
seven lamps.  Sperm oil was used to fuel the lamps, which were kept burning 
by citizen caretakers.  Some sources state Joal Thomas was the first light 
keeper; others credit Capt. Bigelow.  The roster of early light keepers includes 
Seth Belknap and Paul Cheney.  The lighthouse did not have live-in 
accommodations for the keeper. 
 
Expansion of a new dock north of the lighthouse forced the structure's 
relocation to the west pier in 1876.  A Fresnel lens, which increased the light 
output, was added in 1896.  Amsbary said the Fresnel lens made Ashtabula's 
light much more visible to sailors, seven or eight miles on a clear night. 
 
Extension of the west break wall in the early 1900s necessitated a second 
lighthouse.  Built on a 50-by-50-foot crib, the new steel lighthouse was 
opened in 1905.  It utilized the Fresnel lens from the old wooden structure.  
But, Amsbary said he has been unable to find any information on what 
happened to the original lighthouse. 
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Unlike the first lighthouse, the steel structure had accommodations for a 
keeper.  Amsbary said the light keeper lived alone in the structure for two-
week periods.  His duties included keeping the lamps burning, the lenses 
clean and sounding the fog siren when necessary.  In the early days of the 
steel lighthouse, the siren was hand-cranked. 
 
Thus, while the lighthouse keeper's lifestyle might seem romantic, it often 
involved long hours without rest or sleep.  He had to contend with loneliness 
and boredom, as well. 
 
At the end of the two-week period, the lighthouse keeper would be relieved 
and return to his family on shore.  Living quarters for the keepers and their 
families were built in 1896 at the east end of Walnut Boulevard.  Today, this 
building houses the Ashtabula Marine Museum. 
 
Amsbary said the steel lighthouse once sat isolated in the lake while work on 
the west breakwater progressed toward the structure.  A few years after the 
breakwater caught up with the lighthouse, another 1,750 feet of breakwater 
work began, necessitating relocation of the lighthouse to its present site. 
 
"Business was just booming at that time," Amsbary said.  "It was just a big 
boom time for the lakes." 
 
Icy Cabin 
 
The move was completed in 1915.  The improvements included an addition to 
house a new air-operated Diaphone fog signal.  Light keepers continued to 
live in the structure for two-week periods, sometimes longer when the 
weather kicked up. 
 
Such was the case in the winter of 1928 when high winds and waves 
pounded the structure and imprisoned two lighthouse keepers.  The storm 
buffeted the lighthouse for two days.  When the men finally attempted to 
venture outside, they discovered ice up to five feet thick had encased the 
lighthouse like a cocoon.  They had to thaw the ice around the door, then cut 
a tunnel through the ice to escape their prison. 
 
In 1927 the steamer Gleneagles of the Canadian Steamship Lines rammed 
the lighthouse while approaching the harbor.  The lighthouse was moved 6 
inches, but otherwise suffered no ill effect from the collision. 
 
The Coast Guard took over the Lighthouse Service in 1939.  The Ashtabula 
lighthouse was manned by Coast Guard personnel until 1973, when the light 
was automated.  The lighthouse was rendered inoperative for a short time in 
the spring of 1976, when the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers dredge Hoffman 
severed the underwater cable that supplied power to the structure. 
 
The Coast Guard painted and repaired the lighthouse last summer, greatly 
improving its appearance and ensuring its place at Ashtabula Harbor for 
many years to come. 
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Conneaut's Beacon 
 
Conneaut's lighthouse, which stands guard at the west breakwater, is also 
automated.  Built in 1935 at a cost of $70,000, it is the third lighthouse to 
stand guard at the harbor's entrance. 
 
The first beacon, a wooden structure, was originally built on the shore.  It was 
moved to the west pier in 1904 where it served until 1921.  It stood 70 feet. 
 
A concrete and brick structure, often referred to as the bell tower, replaced 
the wooden lighthouse in 1921.  It was built at the end of Dock One and cost 
$125,000.  It was demolished by dynamite after the current structure was 
completed. 
 
Joseph Lasko served as lighthouse caretaker for about 20 years before the 
light was automated in the early 1970s.  First and second assistant caretakers 
were John Specht and Eugene Liebel, respectively. 
 
As in Ashtabula, caretakers had their residence overlooking the harbor.  That 
structure has since been remodeled as an apartment complex. 
 
Still Burning 
 
Chief Robert Lenzi of the Ashtabula Coast Guard Station said the primary 
responder for lighthouse maintenance is the Aids to Navigation Team from 
Buffalo, N.Y. Lenzi said the station can provide some basic maintenance to 
the navigational aids contained in the lighthouses, such as changing lamps. 
Both the Conneaut and Ashtabula lighthouses have lamps that burn 24 hours 
a day, even in the winter months.  Other navigational aids in the harbor have 
sensors that turn the lamps on at night only. 
 
Lenzi said the reason for burning the lighthouse lamps continuously is 
twofold.  "It's a little bit of nostalgia," he said.  "Plus, during the winter, keeping 
it lit reduces the humidity and provides some heat." 
 
One bit of nostalgia that could be missing from the Ashtabula Harbor on foggy 
days is the mournful blast of a fog horn.  Lenzi said the fog horn was moved 
from the Ashtabula lighthouse last month and relocated to the end of the west 
wall.  It was also baffled so the sound will not come onto land unless wind 
conditions are conducive.  Lenzi said relocating the fog horn will make it easy 
for sailors to more accurately locate the end of the breakwater in a dense fog. 
 
The Conneaut fog horn remains at the top of the lighthouse.  The horns are 
triggered by an electronic system that emits a beam of strobe light and 
measures the intensity of the light returned to a sensor.  When the sensor 
indicates that light is bouncing off a fog blanket, the horn is automatically 
switched on. 
 
Each light along the Great Lakes has its unique signature.  Lenzi said this 
allows a sailor to distinguish Conneaut's light from Ashtabula's and 
Ashtabula's from Fairport Harbor's.  For Conneaut, the signature is a flash of 
white light, five seconds off, then a flash of red light.  For Ashtabula, it is a 
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flash of white light every five seconds.  The lights are visible nine to 10 miles 
from shore on a clear night. 
 
Although LORAN and other sophisticated navigational aids have reduced the 
lighthouse's role in commercial navigation, Lenzi said many small craft 
skippers still rely upon the beacons.  And in the event high technology fails, it 
is a comfort to the sailor to know that the lights that have guided thousands of 
ships safely home still burn at Conneaut and Ashtabula. 
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