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BATTERY POINT LIGHTHOUSE

DURING 1828 JEDEDIAH SMITH MADE A TERK THROUGH THIS AREA. BEING THE
FIRST KNOWN WHITE MAN TO SEE WHAT IS KNOWN NOW AS DEL NORTE COUNTY.

TWENTY-FOUR YEARS LATER CRESCENT CITY WAS BORN.

BY 1856 THE TOWN WAS GROWING AND IT WAS AN EXTREMELY BUSY AND
IMPORTANT SEAPORT. BECAUSE OF THE ACCESS TO THE INLAND TERRITORIES,
AND BECAUSE OF THE ROCKY, DANGEROUS ENTRANCE TO THE HARBOR, IT BECAME
QUITE EVIDENT THAT A LIGHTHOUSE WAS A NECESSARY ELEMENT. THE
GOVERNMENT ALLOTTED MONEY FOR EIGHT LIGHTHOUSES TO BE BUILT ALONG THE
WEST COAST. THEY THEN ALLOTTED ENOUGH MONEY FOR EIGHT MORE TO BE
BUILT. CRESCENT CITY LIGHT STATION WAS IN THE SECOND GROUP OF EIGHT.
PREVIOUS TO THIS, THE PEOPLE HAD PLACED A LIGHT ON THE ISLAND AND FOR

TWO YEARS THAT HELPED GUIDE THE SEAMEN INTO HARBOR.

PREPARING TO BUILD THE LIGHTHOUSE, THE GOVERNMENT SET ASIDE ELEVEN
ACRES FOR THE RESERVATION. INCLUDING THE ISLAND, THE AREA WHERE
TOURISTS NOW PARK WAS ONCE THE LOCATION OF A TOLOWA INDIAN VILLAGE,

AND THEN THE ACCESS AREA TO THE LIGHTHOUSE.

THERElWAS A GREAT DEAL OF TROUBLE CAUSED BY '"SQUATTERS'" ON THE
MAINLAND AREA. THERE WAS NO NEED FOR SO MUCH LAND. THE GOVERNMENT
DECIDED TO END THE TROUBLE BY SELLING OFF PARCELS OF THE LAND.
kEEPING AN OPEN ACCESS TO THE ISLAND AND THE EXISTING STREETS WERE

NEVER TO BE CHANGED.

YEARS LATER THE CITY FATHERS DECIDED THAT THE "NEVER" WAS NOT MEANT
FOREVER AND TWO STREETS WERE CLOSED OFF TO BUILD THE HOSPITAL. THE

REASONING WAS THAT THE STREETS ONLY LED TO A THIRTY FOOT CLIFF.
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THE LIGHTHOUSE SITS ON A SMALL ISLAND, TWO TO THREE HUNDRED YARDS FROM
THE MAINLAND, THAT CAN ONLY BE REACHED WHEN THE TIDE IS OUT. AS YOU .
#ALK THE ISTHMUS, YOU ARE USING THE TRAIL THAT HAS BEEN USED FOR OVER
CNE HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS. WHEN THE STATION WAS BUILT THERE WAS NO
SAND BETWEEN THE ISLAND AND THE POINT. THE TIME BETWEEN TIDES WAS
“ERY SHORT AND THIS WAS LISTED AS AN ISOLATED STATION. THE SAND THAT
IS NOW THERE WAS PUT THERE WHEN THE HARBOR WAS DREDGED, AND CUTS THE

ISOLATION BY SEVERAL HOURS.

PEOPLE QUESTION THE NAME "BATTERY POINT". IT SEEMS THE STEAMSHIP, |
"AMERICA'", BURNED IN THE HARBOR IN 1855. THERE WERE THREE BASS CANNONS ﬁ
REMOVED FROM THE BURNING VESSEL, AND PLACED ON THE POINT. THREE
CANNONS CONSTITUTED A BATTERY, THUS THE NAME. FOR YEARS THE CANNONS
wEZRE FIRED ON THE FOURTH OF JULY. TIME HAS PASSED AND WE HAVE NOT

BEEN ABLE TO FIND OUT WHAT HAPPENED TO THE CANNONS.

AS YOU WALK UP THE RAMP, YOU SEE THE WHITE FENCE TO THE LEFT. THE
AREA HAS BEEN USED AS A GARDEN, CHICKEN YARD, AND THE LOCATION OF OLD
STORAGE BUILDiNGS THAT HAVE BEEN GONE MANY YEARS. WITHIN THE FENCE
THERE STILL GROWS THE OLD BLACKBERRY BUSHES, DAFFODILS AND A CALLA

LILY.

THE GARDEN ALSO HAS LOTS OF POISON OAK, AS DOES OTHER PARTS OF THE
ISLAND. IT HAS BEEN THE SCOURGE OF THE ISLAND FOREVER. THE BEST

CONTROL WAS FOUND TO BE GOATS.

ONE KEEPER TELLS OF HAVING TWO GOATS TO EAT THE POISON OAK. THEY ATE
THE OAK, THE BLACKBERRY BUSHES, AND FINISHED OFF THE ROSEBUSHES.

SEEMS WHEN THE GOATS FINISHED OFF THE DELICACIES, THEY CROSSED THE




SEACH TO THE HOSPITAL AND ATE THE ROSEBUSHES THERE! THE KEEPER
AFCLOGIZED TO THE DIRECTOR AND OFFERED TO PAY FOR THE DAMAGE. SHE
REFUSED, SAYING THE GOATS WERE THE BEST MEDICINE THE PATIENTS HAD IN
YZARS. SHE SAID EACH TIME THE DOORS WOULD OPEN, THE GOATS WOULD

SNEAK INTO THE PATIENT'S ROOMS TO BE PETTED AND THE PEOPLE LOVED THEM.

THE SIZE OF THE ISLAND HAS DECREASED OVER THE YEARS DUE TO WIND,
STORMS AND EROSION. THE BAD STORM OF 1982, FOR EXAMPLE, TOOK FIFTEEN

TEET OFF THE NORTHEAST SIDE OF THE ISLAND.

IN THE MIDDLE OF THE GARDEN AREA THERE IS A POLE WITH A BLACK TUBE
THAT IS SUSPENDED ACROSS TO THE MAINLAND ON A STAINLESS STEEL CABLE.
THIS BRINGS WATER OVER FROM TOWN, HAVING BEEN PUT IN USE DURING THE
SIXTIES, DURING THE 1982 STORM, THE POLE WAS NEARLY LOST AND HAD TO BE

MOVED BACK FROM THE EDGE. THE WATER PRESSURE IS ADEQUATE, NEVER

FANTASTIC.

JUST PAST THE FENCE IS ONE OTHER MONTEREY CYPRESS. STILL ALIVE BUT
WIND-BENT TO THE GROUND. THE TREES WERE PLANTED IN AUGUST OF 1916 BY

JOHN LIND, SR., KEEPER AT THAT TIME.

AS YOU CLIMB UP THE PATH, THE BANKS ARE COVERED WITH SEDUM, THE
VARIETY UNKNOWN. THEY BOAST TINY LAVENDER FLOWERS IN THE SPRING, WITH
A BEAUTIFUL, DELICATE FRAGRANCE. ON A CLOUDY DAY THEY STAY CLOSED AND
THERE IS NOT A HINT OF PERFUME. THE SEDUM STARTS, AND ICE PLANT WERE
SENT TO JAMES SIMONSON, KEEPER HERE, FROM YERBA BUENA éTATION IN THE
BAY AREA. HE WROTE TO WAYNE PILAND, KEEPER OF Y.B. SO HE COULD
BEAUTIFY THESE GROUNDS. THE ICE PLANT AT THE BACK OF THE LIGHTHOUSE

IS SHEARED QFF MANY TIMES DURING BAD WINTER STORMS, BUT RECOVERS TO



2L2CHM ITS PRETTY PINK OR YELLOW FLOWERS. I MIGHT ADD, THE FLOWERS ARE

A GREAT TREAT FOR THE SNAILS.

AT THE TOP OF THE ISLAND THERE IS A SEAT WHERE A PERSON CAN REST AND
HAVE A BEAUTIFUL VIEW OF THE HARBOR. THE SEAT IS A PIECE OF ITALIAN
MARBLE THAT CAME AROUND THE HORN AS A BALLAST STONE IN A SHIP. THREE

CF THE STEPS BELOW THE SEAT ARE BALLAST STONES FROM THE EAST COAST.

«HEN THE LIGHTHOUSE WAS BUILT THERE WERE NO WATER TANKS. THE ONLY
WATER WAS THE TWELVE-THOUSAND GALLON CISTERN BELOW THE KITCHEN FLOOR
AND RAIN BARRELS. THE EAVES TROUGHS WERE MADE OF REDWOOD AND SEALED
WITH WHITE LEAD. WATER WAS A REAL PROBLEM, SO THE HOLDING TANKS WERE
ADDED. THE SUPPLIES FOR THE TANKS CAME FROM 148 MARKET STREET. AT
THE LEFT SIDE OF THE LIGHTHOUSE THERE IS A CEMENT RING WITH A PICNIC
TABLE AND SEATS. THIS WAS ONCE THE BASE OF A WATER TANK. THE SOCIETY
ZAD REFURBISHED IT, PUT ON NEW STRAPPING AND WAS READY TO FILL IT.
SEFCRE THAT COULD BE ACCOMPLISHED, HUGE WAVES TOOK IT OVER THE EDGE

AND DEMOLISHED IT.

STANDING AT THE BACK OF THE LIGHTHOUSE ON A CLEAR DAY, ST. GEORGE
_IGHT STATION CAN BE SEEN. IT STANDS AS A LONELY MONUMENT TO THE
BUILDERS AND THE KEEPERS WHO SERVED THEIR YEARS THERE. IT WAS

JECOMMISSIONED IN 1975 AS BEING BOTH TOC COSTLY AND DANGEROUS TO

MAINTAIN.

ST. GEORGE CREATED A GREAT DEAL OF CONTROVERSY. MANY FELT THIS
STATION WAS NO LONGER NECESSARY WITH THE NEW STATION IN OPERATION.
THIS PROVED TC BE FALSE. ST. GEORGE WAS NEEDED TO WARN THE SAILCRS

ABOUT THE TREACHERQUS REEF UPON WHICH IT WAS BUILT. BATTERY POINT WAS



ZQUALLY IMPORTANT TO GUIDE THE MARINERS INTO THE ROCKY HARBOR.

IT WAS NEAR WHERE ST. GEORGE LIGHT STATION STANDS THAT THE "BROTHER
SCNATHAN" SHIPWRECK OCCURRED. THERE WERE APPROXIMATELY 240

PASSENGERS ON BOARD AND ONLY NINETEEN SURVIVED. THIS SHIPWRECK WAS
CNE OF THE TRAGEDIES THAT CONVINCED THE GOVERNMENT THERE WAS A NEED

FCR THE LIGHT TO BE BUILT.

CAPTAIN DEWOLF, OF THE BROTHER JONATHAN, HAD TRIED TO CONVINCE THE
SHIPPING COMPANY THAT THE SHIP WAS BOTH OVERLOADED AND WAS NOT
SEAWORTHY. HIS OBJECTIONS WERE OVER-RULED AND HE TRIED TO TAKE THE
SHIP ON A SAFE COURSE. AT THE END OF NINTH STREET, IN CRESCENT CITY,

IS A SMALL PARK DEDICATED TO THE PEOPLE WHO DIED.
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ALSO AT THE BACK OF THE LIGHTHOUSE THERE IS A CEMENT BLOCK AND PIECES
OF METAL ON THE ROCKS. AT ONE TIME A SMALL DOCK WAS FASTENED THERE.
HISTORY REVEALS THIS WAS USED FOR MANY THINGS: A LOADING DOCK; A
GARBAGE; AND THE WALK TO THE OLD JOHN. THE STORY GOES THAT THE JOHN
WAS WASHED OFF BY HUGE WAVES MANY TIMES. FORTUNATELY, IT WAS NEVER

OCCUPIED AT THOSE TIMES.

JUST BELOW THE ISLAND, AGAIN TO THE BACK, THERE ARE FIVE ROCKS. THE
TWO TO THE RIGHT ARE KNOWN AS "TIDE ROCKS". 1IF YOU SEE THEY ARE BEING

WASHED OVER BY THE SURF, YOU HAVE A BIT OF A WAIT BEFORE YOU CAN CROSS

TO THE MAINLAND.

VISITORS ALWAYS ASK THE DEPTH OF THE WATER, WHEN THE TIDE IS IN. WE
TRY HARD TO IMPRESS UPON THEM THE DEPTH IS NOT THE PROBLEM. IT IS THE
POWER OF THE WATER. ONE OF THE BEST EXAMPLES IS A BIG ROCK THAT IS

ALCONG THE PATH. IT WAS MOVED, BY THE WATER, THREE TIMES ONE WINTER.



AN EARTH AND ROCK MOVER ESTIMATED THE WEIGHT OF THAT PARTICULAR ROCK
TO BE TWENTY TONS. ANOTHER HAZARD IN CROSSING ARE THE UNANNOUNCED
"SNEAKER WAVES'". THOSE THAT POP UP OUT OF NOWHERE, AND ARE ROUGH,
HIGHER, WAVES. A GOOD RULE OF THUMB IS NEVER TO TURN YOUR BACK ON THE

OCEAN, SHE CAN'T BE TRUSTED.

AT THE NORTH END OF THE ISLAND THERE IS A LONG, LOW BUILDING THAT IS
THE OLD CARPENTRY SHOP. IT HAS APPARENTLY BEEN REBUILT AT DIFFERENT
TIMES. AT ONE TIME A KEEPER BUILT A BOAT IN THE SHOP. AT THE SHOP

NOW STANDS THERE ARE TWO STANDARD SIZE DOORS.

BETWEEN THE SHOP AND THE LIGHTHOUSE THERE IS A SMALL BUILDING THAT HAS
NO WINDOWS. 1IT HAS A DOOR AND AIR VENTS. THIS BUILDING WAS ERECTED
IN THE 1880'S PER GOVERNMENT INSTRUCTIONS. THEY WERE INTRODUCING A
NEW FUEL, BOTH VERY VOLATILE AND DANGEROUS. THE FUEL WAS MINERAL OIL,
KNOW TODAY AS KEROSENE. BECAUSE OF THE POTENTIAL DANGER, THEY ORDERED
SEPARATE BUILDINGS FOR STORAGE. THE WALLS ARE THIRTEEN INCHES THICK,
AS JERRY FOUND OUT WHEN HE MOUNTED OUR NATIONAL HISTORIC PLACE

PLAQUE.

THE ENTRY WAY TO THE LIGHTHOUSE WAS PROBABLY ADDED SOON AFTER THE
BUILDING WAS CONSTRUCTED. DUE TO THE VIOLENCE OF THE SOU'EATERS THAT
HIT THERE. THERE ARE MANY REFERENCES TO THE LOVELY PLANTS THAT HUNG

IN THE ENTRY WAY.

THE JEFFREY'S PLAY A LARGE PART IN THE HISTORY OF THE.LIGHTHOUSE,
BECAUSE CAPTAIN JEFFREY SERVED HERE FOR ALMOST THIRTY-NINE YEARS, HE

AND HIS WIFE NELLIE RAISED FOUR CHILDREN HERE.

RAISING CHILDREN ALWAYS BRINGS UP THE QUESTION OF HOW CHILDREN COULD



ATTEND SCHOOL? SOMETIMES THE TEACHERS WOULD LET THE CHILDREN OUT
EARLY, OR THE MOTHER WOULD HAVE TO MAINTAIN A PLACE ON THE MAINLAND

DURING TIMES OF IMPOSSIBLE TIDES.

AS YOU ENTER THE LIGHTHOUSE, THE ROOM TO THE LEFT HAS BEEN DESIGNATED
AS A MUSEUM ROOM. OVER THE YEARS IT HAS BEEN A PARLOR, A BEDROOM, AND

NOW THE DISPLAY ROOM.

IN THE MUSEUM ROOM STANDS A FOURTH ORDER FRESNEL LENS. IT HAS BEEN
- REPORTED AS THE ORIGINAL LENS THAT WAS USED HERE. 1IN REALITY, IT IS

THE FOURTH, PUT INTO SERVICE IN 1907.

THERE HAVE BEEN FIVE LENS USED HERE. THE ORIGNIAL WAS PUT IN WHEN THE
LIGHTHOUSE WAS BUILT. ANOTHER IN 1884, ONE IN 1907 AND 1953. THE
DATE FOR THE FIFTH ONE IS ELUSIVE BUT ASSUMPTIONS ARE IT WAS BETWEEN -

1856 AND 1884.

OUR RECORDS SHOW THE FIRST LENS, A FOURTH ORDER FRESNEL, WAS ORDERED
BY A MAN FROM SAN FRANCISCO NAMED BOCHE ON APRIL TWELFTH, 1856. IT
WAS A REVOLVING LENS, ILLUMINATING THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTEEN DEGREES.

THE TOWN SIDE OF THE BEACON WAS BLACKED OUT WITH RED PANES.

AFTER AUTOMATIO&, MANY RECORDS OF LIGHTHOUSES WERE DESTROYED, SO AS
FAR AS WE KNOW THERE IS NO WAY TO FIND OUT WHAT HAPPENED TO THE FIRST
THREE OPTICS. WE HAVE TALKED TO NUMEROUS MARITIME HISTORIANS.
ACCORDING TO THEM, A LENS MIGHT BE STORED FOR FUTURE USE, MIGHT BE PUT
IN A DIFFERENT STATION OR ON A SAD NOTE, MANY TIMES TﬁE PRISMS WERE

CRUSHED AND THE BRASS SOLD AS SCRAP METAL.

AMONG THE PRIZE ARTIFACTS IS THE BANJO CLOCK ISSUED TC THE ISLAND IN
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1857. IT HAS BEEN REPAIRED A NUMBER OF TIMES, BUT STILL RUNS. IT WAS
MADE BY THE HOWARD-DAVIS COMPANY OF BOSTON. IT IS RUN BY A WEIGHT AND
«CUND BY A KEY. IN THE OLD DAYS, THE LUBRICATION WAS DONE BY PLACING
A RECEPTACLE OF KEROSENE IN THE BASE AND THE FUMES DID THE

LUBRICATING.

AS A HOBBY CAPTAIN JEFFREY MADE REDWOOD TABLES, ONE OF THEM, HANDMADE
AND BEAUTIFULLY CARVED, WAS GIVEN TO THE SOCIETY. ALSO A TABLE CLOTH

OF BATTENBERG LACE, MADE BY NELLIE JEFFREY, IS WITH IT.

IN THE LIVING ROOM YOU CAN SEE THAT THE WALLS ARE TWO FEET THICK. THE
MASONRY WORK WAS APPARENTLY DONE BY SWEDISH ROCK MASONS, USING A NOW
LOST ART. THE DEPTH OF THE WINDOWS, THE DISTANCE BETWEEN THE KITCHEN
AND THE LIVING ROOM, AND THE CUPBOARDS ALL SHOW THE THICKNESS OF THE
WALLS. WHEN YOU ARE IN THE LIVING ROOM THE SOUND OF WIND, STORMS AND

SURF ARE ALL ERASED.

VISITORS QUESTION THE ABSENCE OF A TOWER, BECAUSE THE GENERAL

CONCEPTION OF A LIGHTHOUSE IS THE CYLINDER TOWER, STANDING BY ITSELF.

THIS STATION, ALONG WITH THE OTHER FIFTEEN OF THE FIRST WEST COAST
LIGHTHOUSES, WAS BUILT ON THIS DESIGN OR A MODIFICATION OF IT. THEY

WERE KNOWN AS THE CAPE COD LIGHTHOUSES.

THE TOWER HERE IS FORTY-FIVE FEET TALL, SEVENTY—SEVEN FEET ABOVE SEA
LEVEL. THE ORIGINAL LIGHTHOUSE ROOMS ARE ALL BUILT AROUND THE TOWER.
THE PURPOSE WAS SAFETY FOR THE KEEPERS. DURING BAD STORMS THEY DID

NOT HAVE TO RISK THEIR LIVES TO ATTEND THE BEACON.



WAYNE PILAND'S ACCOUNT OF A STORM IN 1950 IS PROBABLY THE BEST EXAMPLE
OF THE SECURITY OF THIS BUILDING. HE TELLS OF ARISING TO FIND THE
OJCEAN A SICKLY GREEN COLOR, AN EERIE SILENCE AND A FOREBODING OF WHAT
WAS TO COME. AT THAT TIME, THERE WERE ALWAYS MANY SHIPS IN THE HARBOR
AND THE BIRDS WOULD SET UP A TERRIFIC DIN. ON THAT PARTICULAR DAY,

THERE WAS A TOTAL ABSENCE OF BIRDS.

MR. PILAND, A VETERAN OF SEA LIVING, WARNED EVERYONE OF WHAT HE
FEARED WAS TO BE. HE NAILED SHUTTERS CLOSED, SECURED EVERYTHING HE

COULD.

ONCE THE STORM BEGAN, IT WAS THREE DAYS BEFORE MR. PILAND COULD LEAVE
THE LIGHTHOUSE. HIS ATTEMPT TO GO OUT THE BACKDOOR TO CHECK ON THE
ISLAND WAS THWARTED BY A HUGE WAVE THAT KNOCKED HIM BACK INTO THE
UTILITY ROOM. TENDING THE BEACON, HE WAS TO SEE WATER HIT THE LANTERN
ROOM WINDOWS, SPLITTING SEVERAL LENSES. THE WATER WOULD HIT THE

LENSES, BULGE THE GLASS AND SPEW WATER INTO THE TOWER.

WHEN THE STORM HAD CALMED ENOUGH TO VENTURE FORTH HE FOUND SEAWEED AND
ROCKS ON THE KEEPER'S WALK. I WAS TOLD THAT HE ALSO FOUND FISH ON THE
KEEPER'S WALK. HE LAUGHED AND TOLD ME, WHILE THAT WASN'T TRUE, IT

MADE A GREAT STORY.

IN TALKING ABOUT THE STORM, HE SAID HE WOULD NOT TRY TO CONVINCE ME
THAT THEY WERE NOT AFRAID. HOWEVER, THEY WERE NOT IN DANGER. HE
SMILED AS HE MUSED, "OF COURSE, WE DIDN'T KNOW THAT UNTIL THE STORM

ENDED".

THE KITCHEN IS NOT THE ORIGINAD ONE. THIS TYPE OF LIGHTHOUSE HAD

WOODEN LEAN-TO KITCHENS. THE ONE HERE WAS DESTROYED BY FIRE IN 1879.



DURING THE JEFFREY TENURE. THE STORM WAS IN PROGRESS. THE CAPTAIN
HAD BUILT UP THE FIRE IN THE KITCHEN WOOD STOVE, AND A HUGE WAVE WENT
CVER THE KITCHEN KNOCKING THE CHIMNEY OFF. THE WATER CAME DOWN
THROUGH WITH SUCH FORCE IT KNOCKED OVER THE STOVE, SETTING THE KITCHEN
ON FIRE. DURING A STORM OF SUCH MAGNITUDE, THEY COULD NOT VENTURE OUT

TO GET WATER, SO THEY HAD TO RELY ON THE HAND PUMP TO THE CISTERN.

THEY WORKED FRANTICALLY TO PUT THE FIRE OUT, AND THEN, THERE CAME
ANOTHER HUGE WAVE, OVER THE KITCHEN, DOWN THE CHIMNEY, AND PUT THE
REST OF THE FIRE OUT FOR THEM. THE KITCHEN WAS DESTROYED BEYOND

REPAIR AND THE PRESENT ONE WAS ADDED ON.

THE FIRST PART OF THE WOODEN ADDITION AT THE END OF THE LIGHTHOUSE

IN 1867 WAS A WOOD SHED. IT HAS HAD NUMEROUS USES OVER THE DECADES.
IT HAS BEEN A WOODSHED; BEDROOM; STORE ROOMS AND NOW, IS A TINY GARAGE
FOR OUR ATV. TO USE IT FOR A GARAGE, A LARGER DOOR HAD TO BE CUT INTO
THE WALL. THIS WAS VERY CAUTIOUSLY DONE BECAUSE THERE ARE NO

UPRIGHTS.

THE REMODELING WAS DONE WITHOUT MISHAP. THE WALLS ARE THREE LAYERS
THICK WITH THE FIRST LAYER HORIZONTAL, THE NEXT VERTICAL, AND THE

THIRD IS HORIZONTAL.

THERE HAS BEEN A PANTRY; RESTROOM; UTILITY ROOM; AND RADIO ROOM ADDED.
THE EXACT DATES ARE NOT KNOWN FOR THESE ADDITION. A‘COPY OF A REPORT
MADE OUT IN 1907 DOES NOT LIST THEM. HOWEVER, THE LOG OF JOHN LIND,

SR., TELLS OF PUTTING A LAUNDRY SINK IN THE UTILITY ROOM. THIS WAS IN

1916, SO THE ROOMS WERE ADDED WITHIN THAT TIME FRAME.

THE SINK THAT IS MENTIONED ABOVE, WAS RESCUED FROM THE GROUNDS AND
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MADE INTO THE VIEWING SEAT AT’THE BACK OF THE LIGHTHOUSE. BY JERRY

TUGEL.

DURING 1984, THE NORTH WALL OF THE LIGHTHOUSE WAS REPAINTED. IN ABLE
TO DO THIS, THE PAINT HAD TO BE REMOVED. THERE WERE FIFTEEN,

COUNTABLE LAYERS OF PAINT REMOVED.

ELECTRICITY WAS NOT BROUGHT TO THE ISLAND UNTIL 1936. THE BASEMENT
HOUSED A LARGE GENERATOR THAT WOULD RUN THE LIVING QUARTERS AND THE
BEACON. IT REMAINED THERE UNTIL AFTER THE LIGHTHOUSE WAS AUTOMATED.
AT THAT TIME, THE COAST GUARD PUT IN A MUCH SMALLER KOHLER GENERATOR

THAT WILL RUN THE BEACON AND ONE LIGHT BULB.

THE BASEMENT OF TWO ROOMS, AS WITH THE OTHER TWO FLOORS, EXCEPT IN THE
BASEMENT, THE TOWER BASE IS EXPOSED. SHOWING HOW STURDY IT IS; THE
CONTROL PANEL IS THERE, ALONG WITH THE PUMP THAT WAS USED TO FILL THE
HIGH WATER TANKS FROM THE LOWER TANK. DURING SEVERE STORMS THE

BASEMENT HAS BEEN KNOWN TO BE FLOODED.

THE STEPS LEADING TO THE TOWER ARE COVERED WITH RUBBER TREAD THAT WERE
SAVED FROM BURNING WHEN MUCH OF THE EXCESS SUPPLIES WERE BURNED IN THE

BAY AREA.

WITH LIMITED SPACE EVERY INCH WAS CONSERVED. EXAMPLES OF THIS WOULD
BE THE DOOR ON THE FIRST FLOOR BETWEEN THE UPPER AND LOWER SPIRAL. IT
FITS PERFECTLY, EITHER WAY. YOU CAN CLOSE OFF THE LOWER SPIRAL, OR

THE UPPER LEVEL, WHATEVER YOUR DESIRE MIGHT BE.

ALONG THE SAME LINE IS THE METAL TUBE THAT GOES THROUGH THE SPIRAL

FROM SERVICE ROOM TO BASEMENT. THE LENS WAS POWERED LIKE A
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GRANDFATHER CLOCK, BEING WOUND EVERY EIGHT HOURS, WITH THE WEIGHTS
SOING DOWN THIS TUBE. EVERY EIGHT HOURS WAS THE TIMING FOR THE LENS
THAT IS IN THE MUSEUM ROOM. IT CAUSED THE LENS TO MAKE A FULL

REVOLUTION EVERY MINUTE GIVING A FLASH EVERY FIFTEEN SECONDS.

THE KEEPER ALWAYS KEPT A FILLED FUEL TANK FOR THE BEACON IN THE

tey

SERVICE ROOM, AND RULES DICTATED THERE WERE TO BE EXTRA WINDOWS READY

TO BE PUT IN, IN THE EVENT OF BREAKAGE.

N

AS YOU COME UP THE SPIRAL TO THE SECOND FLOOR, THE BEDROOM TO THE LEFT
WAS THE KEEPERS ROOM, AT LEAST, FOR THE TIME JOSEPH MARHOFFER WAS
KEEPER HERE. WHILE HE WAS HERE HE INSTALLED THE BEACON ALARM. THAT

CAN STILL BE SEEN OVER THE DOOR.

THE ROOM WAS DEDICATED IN 1990 TO WAYNE PILAND AS THE LAST COAST GUARD

EMPLOYED KEEPER BEFORE AUTOMATION IN 1953.

RECORDS SHOW AS EARLY AS 1949 WAYNE PILAND WAS ATTEMPTING TO HAVE THE
LIGHTHOUSE SAVED FOR PROSPERITY. IT WAS THROUGH HIS EFFORTS, ALONG
WITH THE HELP OF THE COAST GUARD, CORPS OF ENGINEERS, CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY THAT THE LIGHTHOUSE WAS NOT DEMOLISHED

AFTER BEING DECOMMISSIONED.

MR. PILAND'S KNOWLEDGE OF LIGHTHOUSES HAS BEEN INVALUABLE IN PIECING

TOGETHER THE HISTORY OF THIS LITTLE CAPE COD LIGHTHOUSE.

THE UPPER FLOOR REMAINS MUCH AS IT WAS BUILT, EXCEPT THE HALL TO THE
BATHROOM WAS ORIGINALLY TWO CLOSETS, ONE FOR EACH BEDROOM. WHEN THE
BATHROOM WAS ADDED, THE WALL BETWEEN THE TWO TINY ROOMS WAS TAKEN OUT.

AGAIN, THE DATE OF THE ADDITION OF THE BATHROOM IS NOT KNOWN FOR SURE,



5UT WAS APPARENTLY ADDED WHEN THE ROOMS WERE ADDED DOWNSTAIRS. WE

' ZAVE A PICTURE OF LIND, STANDING AT THE CORNER OF THE HOUSE, WITH THE
'I =ATHROOM GABLE SHOWING. LATER RESEARCH SHOWS THE ADDITIONS WERE MADE
IN 1908.

THE LANTERN ROOM AND THE SERVICE ROOMS WERE IN REALLY BAD SHAPE, WITH
~ATER POURING IN DURING BAD STORMS. DURING ONE STORM, SINCE WE HAVE

BPEN HERE, JERRY CARRIED OUT SIXTY-FIVE GALLONS OF WATER.

THROUGH THE HELP OF THE COASTAL CONSERVANCY AND GTE, THE TOWER WAS
TOTALLY RESTORED DURING 1987. TIT WAS SANDBLASTED, REPAINTED AFTER
SEALING AND NEW WINDOWS PUT IN, SO IT SHALL PROBABLY LAST FOR MANY,

MANY YEARS.

IN 1953 THE LENS THAT NOW STANDS IN THE MUSEUM WAS REMOVED, TO BE
REPLACED BY A DRUMM LENS. IT IS A 375 MM LENS, POWERED BY
ZLECTRICITY. IT HOLDS TWO BULBS, EACH ONE THOUSAND WATTS. THE

PRIMARY LIGHT IS IN THE UPPER SECTION, WHILE THE SECONDARY IS IN THE

_CWER SECTION. THE BEACONS IS TWENTY THOUSAND CANDLEPOWER, AND CAN BE
SEEN FOR FOURTEEN MILES. THE BEACON BURNS THREE AND ONE-HALF SECONDS,

EVERY TWENTY-SIX AND ONE-HALF SECONDS. IT WORKS LIKE A STROBE ACTION.

THE BEACON WAS TURNED OFF IN 1965. BEING REPLACED BY THE FLASHING

LIGHT AT THE ﬁND OF THE BREAKWATER.

IN 1982 THE LIGHT WAS REACTIVATED, AS A PRIVATE AID TO NAVIGATION. IT

IS CHARTED AS SUCH ON THE NAVIGATIONAL CHARTS.

THE LIGHTHOUSE BEING REACTIVATED SERVES A MANY FOLD BENEFIT. 1IT IS

THE AID TO NAVIGATION; IT IS A LANDMARK TO PILOTS COMING IN; IT IS A
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BEAUTIFUL VIEW AT NIGHT TO PEOPLE COMING IN, WITH THE FLOODLIGHTS AND
THE BEACON. PROBABLY THE MOST WARMING BENEFIT COMES FROM THE
FISHERMEN. WHO TELL US HOW COMFORTING IT IS ON A LONELY NIGHT AT SEA,

TO HAVE THE BEACON FLASHING, KNOWING PEOPLE ARE CLOSE.

14~



