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CRESCENT CITY, CALIFORNIA teze (1872 to 1920)

Oct, 20, 1875 Ino Henecy turned over all property to this station with charge of Light
to me., dJno H. Jeffrey, Keeper. (John)

A1l during 1875, 1876 and 1877...Keeper writes only
of weather changes and some ship mishapSee.e.

Very sparse entrieSeeee

Bec. T, '77 Str. Pelican called here but on account of heavy sea couldn't land passengers

Jan 1, '78 Tiis the first of the New Year has been one of the pleasantest days we have
had for sometime,

He began using the form often seen in other books

about the time of June '78,..putting in one=liner

entries for each day...wind and weather followzd

by short entry of duties or ship arrivals in port.
Nov, 22nd At about 8 P,M, a very bright meteor shot across the heavens from east to west
eseeeleaving a bright track behind that lasted some 15 or 20 minutes.

Dec. 25th Christmas. W&ather clear and pleasant with light east wind,

Feb, 7th Stron SE, wind & rain

8th Ditto

9th "

10th Same

11th - Light South wind & light rain
12th Strong S.E. wind & rain

This sort of shord report was all of 1879.
IIn 1880.,.half of the book is the word "Ditto."

By 1882 and 1883...the book was only used on left side
reporting weather only... on thro 1893,

It continded reporting weather only

B ."
Apr. 14, 1910 Keeper J.H. Jeffrey left for S.F. on vacation. J.T. Jeffrey acting Keeper,

March 23, 1914 J.H. Jeffrey was releived at noon today by C.C. Bruehl.

(1875 to 1914) = 39 years at Crescent City



-

, boats were recovered and taken to Eureka. An examination of
these indicated that the lifeboats had not been lowered, but
had been torn from their davits, while the pilothouse had been
battered from the deck. This satisfied Captain Halvorson of
Cahokia that South Coast had struck Rogue River Reef in a fog,
causing the cargo to shift, and capsizing the vessel 3

The grave of South Coast was found on July 30, 1937, as the
Department of Commerce survey steamer Guide was making sound-
ings off Port Orford. Her wire drags became entangled in the
mast of a sunken ship. A diver was sent down, and returned
with word that he had found the missing ship. Her position
confirmed Captain Halvorson's theory that South Coast_had in-
deed struck Rogue River Reef and had foundered there, 39

Two vessels were wrecked off the coast in the 1940s. On
November 16, 1942, Susan Olson was stranded at Crescent City,
and on February 3, 1948, the 69-ton dragger Garrison went down
in 12 Ofathoms of water off the north head of False Klamath
Rock.

D. AIDS to NAVIGATION

1. The Crescent City Lighthouse

In 1855, the year after Crescent City was incorporated, the

California legislature passed a concurrent resolution urging

- the state's delegation in Congress to press for the passage of
an act providing f0£ the erection of lighthouses at "Trinidad
and Crescent City."*l On March 3, 1855, Congress appropriated
$15,000 for the construction of a Crescent City lighthouse, and
on December 8 President Franklin Pieige designated certain lands
as reserved for lighthouse purposes.

38. Ipid., Sept.-19 & 26, 1930; Wallace E. Martin, Humboldt County
Historical Society, 12, No.5.

39. Martin, Humboldt County Historical Society, 12, No. 5.

40. Coan, "Sea Takes its Toll as Death Stalks Marine History of
Del Norte," Del Norte Triplicate, Centennial Edition (1954), p. 5-E.

L1. Esther R. Smith, The First Crescent City Lighthouse (Crescent
City, 1956), p. 1.

42, Ibid., 2. The reservation as finally established included the
small island off Battery Point, and ten acres on Battery Point.

o .
o
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The lighthouse and keeper's quarters was constructed in 1856,
and on December 10 of that year, the fourth-order light was 1lit
for the first time by Mr. Van Court. Theophilus Magruder was
named keeper on Christmas 1856. '

According to the Lighthouse Board, the Crescent City light
was .

on the seaward extremity of an island off Battery
Point . . ., latitude 41° 44' 36" north; longitude,
124° 12' 10" west; fixed white light varied by a
white flash every 90 seconds; order of light 4;
height of light above the ocean highwater, 77 ft.'
distance visible in nautical miles, 14 1/2; low
white tower, rising from white dwelling with red
roof and green shutteﬁs; latern, black; outbuildings,
white with red roofs."3

The keeper's quarters by the late 1860s needed funds for its
maintenance. But, asis frequently the case with bureaucracies, a
number of years passed before money became available for the
structure's up-keep. To goad the Lighthouse Board into taking
action, warnings were voiced that the station was "in a delapi-
‘dated condition, and should be rebuilt if the light is to be
continued." The Board, itself, was of the opinion that the
light was of little consequence, because no vessel could enter
Crescent City Harbor after dark, and no ship bound up or down
the coast could, with safety, hold a course near enough to
shore to make the light. If a first-order light were erected
on Point St. gﬁorge Reef, the Crescent City light should be
discontinued.

The station was repaired by 1879, and in the following year
the color of the dwelling was changed from "a stone-color" to
light buff, and the tower painted white. Mineral oil lamps re-
placed the lard-oil lamps in 1881. Fifteen years later, the ten-
acre reservation on Battery Point was subdivided and sold at pub-
lic auction. Meanwhile, the fourth order constant level lamp had
been replaced by a Haines mineral-oil lamp. On May 18, 1927, the
lens was replaced with a new four-panel fourth-order lens. >

In July 1939, the United States Coast Guard assumed responsi-
bility for the Crescent City Lighthouse. Fourteen years later,
an automatic light was installed, and on November 1, 1953, the




CCRRECTZL LIST CF XEFPTRS AT CRTSCTNT CITY LIGHTHOUST
THEOPHILIS MAGRUDER -----—e-eee 1856 to 1859
CHARLES EDWARDS--a-——=-om—eeaec 1859
CUGOLD STEWART SARTWEILL--o--eo-
GECRGZ WASHINGTON EMZRY----m-e- )
~ JCHEN HENTCYoommmmmmmmm e b0 1875 m e e
CAPTAIN JOHN JZFFREY---mocmomme- 1875 to 1914
CHARLES BRUTEL--cocmmommmmomemee 1914 to 1915
JCHYN LIND-ommmmmmmmemmmmmmeeem 1915 to 1920
JOHN OTTC BICKTR---—————mmomee- 1930 to 1933
CHENEY V. DUNBAR-m—-cm—mmmmmome 1933 to 1936 (LAYPLIGHTIR)
JOSTPH MARHCFFIR-commmmmmm oo 1936 to 1939 (2IZD 4/13/39
JA¥ES TIMIR SIVONSCN--mmmmmmeme 1333 to 1942
FRIZ CARL SAUNDERS=---=-=---===1942 to 1345
JOHN HOLLENBICK-—mmm—mmmmmmmmmm 1945 to 1945 (CNAST GUARD INTTRIV ¥Irrcs)
WAVNE BIDRICK PILAND—cooomeom o 1945 to 1953,

pur””
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Lighthouse

Mr. and Mrs. C. R. Coons,
keepers of the Crescent City light
and also curators of the Histori-
¢al Society museum in the light-

-/ house, stood high on their island

[

Pl

hill, by the flag pole, and watch-
ed the four tidal waves, one after
the other, come in to flood Cres-
cent City's business area.
When she awoke a bit before
midnight, Mrs. Coons, familiar
with ‘the tides since her life is
guided by them, sensed immedi-
ately . ghat something was dif-
ferent. It was the hour of high
tide, and yet there was-nol the
normal sound of it. She woke her
husband saying. ‘“‘There’'s some-
-thing wrong.” They both dressed

- burridly, and went out, climbing
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the little rise tu the flag pole.

The world was alight, under |

moaonshine; so they fel! reassur-
ed, being able to see their little

- island, the sea around it, the fa-
miliar jetty, and the lights of
Crescent Cny, shining off to the
le(t.

Almost immediately the [irst
“wave came, slowly, going on to-
“‘'wards the town. There was the
backflow, and the second wave
came along, seemmg to have a

. on, but they could not distinguish |
" how far. Again, the back wash, | ;

‘and a period of sﬂence and walt- |

M felt the unusual in all
for. after all It was high IR
.at the moment there was [l inatna
scting like low.. tide |
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| Creck, while olher boats were |

TThE T Witer ™ RBOWT T IHdR" the

moo '\? bul there wai bo wave, ‘yel xmaller Gradually,
ioanilga nd il kept moving on in it came -time .for ‘low tide, the!
swiftly and evenly, with a lerri- :;xh u':f &?O:cggd!;?;;‘muci aZﬂl
fic speed really, as it went m svemed back to normal. {

the shore.
In the meantime, the Coons
Busdies of lumber fow it the | watchad the debris [loating

air, some splitting up

For an instant, the big lum-
ber barge tied up across the
harbor looked as if it were sit-
ting an Citizen's dock itself. One
fishing boat seemed to be .under
power, . steering right up Elk §

around, -and some of tbe. fishing |
boats ‘return to their harbor,
b tbm, on a fairly

calm sea, .

<o et .

popping about like corks.

As the tide turned, and the
water started back, it seemed to
be sucking cverything back with
it. Cars were coming owt, float-
ing. buildings were moving.
Everything was rocking. The si:
ren blowing was the only sound.
The lights were going off. :

The covered bridge on Lhe old’
wharf which had seemed to rush
to the land, now came back and
appeared to drup back into place.

Bundlcs of lumber returned
with. [rantic speed, and thep the
water wont on- out, leaving the
island. . dry, as if’ there wm n

- low minus tide.

Time passed, and water came
in again, oot so high, but going
up far into the harbor. Another
back wash and Lhcu anoth3r

yod out and watched, !

klnnd. dark in the moon- [§

was high, but j
expected, for !

they watched |
the land sid>, SN

saw this'mammoth wall SIS )
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375. Crescent City light-house, Cal.—The buildings at this station re
quire very extensive and expensive repairs. The floor and rafter tim -

»rs are rotten, and although they are at present well supported by
B;f);s, they nuls,.t soon be removed and new ones substituted. The road
way having been destroyed by washings, a new one is at present unde:
construction, with a strong bulkhea_d to support it. The 111_ummutm_g
apparatus and other necessary appliances for exhibiting the light are ir

good order and condition, and the light properly kept.

/577

435. Crescent City, sea-coast of California.—The keeper’s dwelling at
this station is in a very dilapidated condition and should be rebuilt.
Aun appropriation of 85,000 is asked for that purpose.

/575

457. Crescent City, sea-coast of California.—This station is in & dilapi-
dated condition, and should be rebuilt if the light is to be continued.
The entire wood-work of the keeper’s stone dwelling must be removed.
The ends of many of the lower floor-timbers are entirely gone, and the
floor is held up by shoves. But the light itself is of little consequence.
No vessel can enter Crescent City harbor at night, and no vessel bouud
up or down the coast can, with safety, run near enongh to make the light.
The rocks off Poiut St. George are one of the chief dangers to narvi-
gation on the coast. A first-order light should be placed there. YWhen
that is done the Crescent City statiou should be discontinued.

/777

__490. Crescent City. sea-coast of California.—The roadway between the
ls'lqnd and the mainland having heen badly damaged by the last win-
ter’s storms, was again put in good order. No other repairs were neces-
sary. This station is now in 2ood condition.

/880

500. Crescent City, sca-coast of California.—The color of the dwelling

was changed from a stone-color to a light butl, and the tower was
painted white. A snrvey, showing the location of the various struc-
tures, gmd‘ also warking out a roadway to connect with a convenient
s{;get in Crescent City, was made.  The station is now in excellent con-
dition.

/883

530. Crescent City, at the entrance to Crescent (ity Harbor. California.—
The road between the island and main-land, which was injured by a
storm in February, was repaired. a new connection between the cistern
and kitchen-pump was made, and a supply of paint and kalsomine for
the whole inside of the keeper’s dwelling was furnished. The station

is now in excellent condition. /

/88

541. Crescent City, at entrance to Crescent City Harbor Californig.—
The fourth-order constant-level lamp was replaced by a H,aines minex:al-
oil_ lamp. A force-pump with accessories was supplied and various
minor repairs were made. This station is in good condition.

/877

ﬁoﬁ’iﬁn;”fgnt Uity, seacoast of California.—The light-h
light-hom § et of 10 acres on the mainland, the island o&
o se 8 ands, and the reef of rock connecting them.
an portion was of no use to the Light-House Lstablishmes
occupied by squatters was only a source of aunoyauce to;
ment. Itwas therefore decided to sell the property in such
as W.ou]d give the several squatters the opportunity to
holdings if they so desired. The property was divided g
parcels and on November 19, 1896, was sold at pub"
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/678

* 1032. Orescent City, off Crescent City, seacoast of California.—Fourth-
~ order lamps were installed. Repairs were made,

71. Crescent City, seacoast of California.—On May 18, 1907, the
lens was replaced with a new four-panel fourth-order lens, and the
characteristic was changed from flashing white every 90 seconds, to
flashing white every 15 seconds. Various repairs were made.



