
Tak 11r oo u s e e s a

ty Bill Quinns s a y

Bill Quinn usually ship 30 miles away. When it's not visible be-c o v e r s

wrecks, not house wrecks, but cause of weather or fog, it can be heard
w h e n t h e f o l k s d o w n i n T r u r o by ship as it sends out aradio beacon
d e c i d e d t o m o v e A m e r i c a ’ s every 6minutes.

oldest Lighthouse, he jumped in his This building was erected in 1857
plane and shot these aerial photos so on a10 acre plot of land. Today less
even if you weren’t down here last sum- than four acres remain. The sea is are-
mer during the move, you could have lentless neighbor. The first light was es-
th i s v i ew. tablished i;i 1797, rebuilt in 1853, and

.. * i Here’s what this year’s Truro town replaced 1857 by the current structure.
guide says about it. “Cape Cod's oldest I t h a s n e v e r b e e n m o v e d . B e c a u s e o f

lighthouse known locally as the High- the eroding cliff the light had to be
land Light, is officially named the Cape moved hund reds o f f ee t f r om the c l i f f ’ s

Cod Light on maritime charts. It does edge or it would have fallen in the
Above, on the move; lef t , sit on the Highland, 120 feet above the ocean as early as this summer. An Armybefore; below, before the ocean, with its beam elevation 183 feet Corps of Engineers Erosion Study,move; and right, halfway above the sea. Ships can identify it from made for the Coast Guard in 1988, int o i t s n e w h o m e .
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Higkla nJ Ligkl-
C h a t h a mc o n t i n u e d

dicated the light to
b e 1 4 3 f e e t f r o m

the cl i ff , whereas
in 1985 i t was 160

feet, and in 1961 it
w a s 2 3 2 f e e t .

That's aloss of^^}
over 3feet per °
year. At times,
large pieces of cliff
h a v e f a l l e n . I n a
1 9 7 8 b l i z z a r d 1 8
f e e t w e r e l o s t .

More recently, just north of the light,
10 feet were lost in the spring of
1987, and then in Januaiy of 1990
a n o t h e r 4 0 f e e t w e r e l o s t i n t h a t
s a m e l o c a t i o n . A m i d - 1 9 9 0 m e a s u r e ¬

ment from the base of the light to
the cliff edge showed 128 feet.

“A Committee to Save the Cape
Cod Light formed in early 1990 to
‘effect the move of the Cape Cod
(Highland) Lighthouse. This in¬
volved working with at least two gov¬
ernment agencies (The Coast Guard
owns the light and the land where it
is now sited, and the Cape Cod Na-

rthe PICNICat CHATHAM’S LIQUOR LOCKER \
Quality gourmet deli offering only the best in meats, salads,

coffees, cheeses &other goodies. We're especially known for I
our creative sandwich fare... check us out.

11221JMai£St.^t._28, ChaU^m_;_9^0501 j
UFREIFIUNJAJMDA ]

Atwood House Museum on Stage
Harbor Rd. was built in 1752 is ^
run by the Chatham His-
torical Society and ^
h o u s e s o v e r

2 ,000 ar t i¬
f a c t s .

● I -

i sn

Everyone visits

Chatham Dining-pg. 77
'Sf;-:

H i s t o r y■f .

Chatham (population 6,.543) was
settled in 1656 when William Nickerson from

t i o n a l S e a s h o r e o w n s t h e s u r r o u n d ¬

ing land where the light would be
moved.), neither of whom have
money for the undertaking. The fea¬
sibility has been determined for the
Committee by aprofessional engi¬
neer, well-skilled in moving even
much larger buildings. It now needs
approvals of the affected parties,
and the money to do the job.

“You can help by giving financial
aid to the Truro Historical Society,
Attn: Lighthouse Committee, P.O.
B o x 4 8 6 . T r u r o , M A 0 2 6 6 6 .
T h a n k s . ”

Yarmouth “purchased” alarge parcel of land
from the sachem Mattaquason for the price
of aboat. However, it wasn’t until 1712 that
the land was incorporated as atown sepa¬
r a t e f r o m E a s t h a m . W h e n N i c k e r s o n fi r s t

purchased the land, the courts in Plymouth
were distrustful of one man owning such a
large amount of land, so they disenfran¬
ch i sed N i cke rson and fined h im a r i d i cu lous

sum of money. Unable to meet the fine, a
d i s h e a r t e n e d N i c k e r s o n m o v e d t o B o s t o n .

He returned to the Cape in 1661 and began ̂
apetition back for the land. After many
years of legal maneuvering, the town of
Chatham was incorporated in 1712.
Bike 8c Walking Trails

Bike the Chatham Loop; it’s an
on-road travel but worth i t . Start at the Fish

Pier, ride by the lighthouse, and travel by
Stage Harbor. It loops through town and
back to the pier on awell-marked path.

There are good walks on Hardings
Beach, South Beach and Morris Island at the
Monomoy National VV'ildlife Refuge.
P o i n t s o f I n t e r e s t

Chatham Light and Break¬
through, Chatham Fish Pier &Fisherman’s
Monument, Morris Island, Ocean &Sound — -

Beaches, Monomoy National Wildlife Ref-̂ -̂̂
uge. The stretch of Route 28 from South
Chatham, through town to North Chatham
is quite lovely.

^ B e S u r e Y o u D o
There is only one Christmas Joy

2624 Main St. (Rte. 28) S. Chatham
( 5 0 8 ) 4 3 2 - 3 8 1 0

‘D%!AfD ZOQiE
Grateful Dead Merchandise \

Tre-Dyes, Tapes, CD's,
Indian Clothing &

Lots of other cool hippie stuff
647 Main St., RO. Box 9

k(behind C.V.S.) Chatham (508) 945-5853

CHATHAM JAM &JELLY SHOP
O p e n
Y e a r

R o u n d

L a r g e s t v a r i e t y o f h o m e m a d e
J a m s & J e l l i e s o n C a p e C o d .
O v e r 9 0 v a r i e t i e s f r o m B e a c h

P l u m t o H o t P e p p e r.
WE SHIP ANYWHERE ●(508) 945-3052
10 Vineyard Av. (Comer Rt. 28) W, Chatham

J ^A b o v e , t h e
e n o r m o u s

s t r u c t u r e w a s

dragged to its
n e w l o c a t i o n o n
s t e e l b e a m s

□ o _ n a o

■1 a/orkih’ .
oqctlt'-' --«

●Gifts ●Clothing -Jewelry ●Toys

C H A T H A M
N A T U R E

^ S H O P P E

Left, close-up of
the system used
to move Cape
Cod Light.

Photos by Bill
Q u i n n TERRA HERBS

pa Herbal Apothecary -Teas -Tinctures
-Aromatherapy -Organic Dried

Flowers -Native American Crafts
V-Herba l Consul ta t ions &Classes

29 Post Office Rd.,
Chatham (Behind RO.) 508-945-3627 it

6 3 7 M a i n S t .
9 4 5 - 7 7 0 0

- G e m s t o n e s - F o s s i l s - S h e l l s - C r o f t s
-Beeswax Candles -Seaweed Soap
-Rainsticks -Balsam Pil lows -Tapes

r'C.
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