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Bodie Island Light Station: Engineering Letters 
National Archives research by Candace Clifford for Cape Hatteras NS, 2006 
 
Part I: Second Tower (1858 - 1864)  
 

 
Vol. 
** 

 
Date 

 
Engineer/ 
Correspondent 

 
Recipient 

 
Topic 

 
354 
p. 44 

 
07/19/1858 

 
Capt Sitgreaves 

 
Capt. W.B. Franklin, USLHB Secy. 

 
construction estimate 

 
354 
p. 48 

 
09/15/1858 

 
Capt Sitgreaves 

 
Capt. W.B. Franklin, USLHB Secy. 

 
construction estimate 

 
354 
p. 52 

 
10/01/1858 

 
Capt Sitgreaves 

 
Capt. W.B. Franklin, USLHB Secy. 

 
1858 Annual Report 
 

 
“Body’s Island Light House - The work on this L. House has been interrupted by the loss of a vessel carrying bricks; and arrangements have 
been made for supplying the requisite quantity.  The stone foundation of tower resting upon 70 piles is laid and the brickwork commenced 
immediately.  The keepers dwelling has been repaired and put in good order and joiners work for assistant keepers dwelling finished and ready 
to be set up.” pp. 53 - 54 
 
354 
p. 59 

 
01/11/1859 

 
Capt Sitgreaves 

 
Capt. W.B. Franklin, USLHB Secy. 

 
Quarterly Report 

 
“At Body’s Island the work as progressing satisfactorily but delays are caused and considerable additional expense incurred by reason of the 
closing of Oregon Inlet during a storm in Oct. and the consequent necessity of sending the materials around through Hatteras Inlet and for 
lightering them a distance of about four (?) Miles.” 
 
354 
p. 63 

 
03/31/1859 

 
Capt Sitgreaves 

 
Capt. W.B. Franklin, USLHB Secy. 

 
Quarterly Report 

 
“At Body’s Island the tower is sufficiently advanced toward completion as to render the services of the Bricklayers and Laborers no longer 
necessary. They have accordingly been discharged. Carpenters are employed on the Keeper’s residence, the frame of which is together. This 
tower will be ready for lighting up by the 15th of May next.” 
 
354 

 
05/31/1859 

 
Capt Sitgreaves 

 
Capt. W.B. Franklin, USLHB Secy. 

 
Accounts 
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Vol. 
** 

 
Date 

 
Engineer/ 
Correspondent 

 
Recipient 

 
Topic 

p. 65 
 
354 
p. 67 

 
07/01/1859 

 
Capt Sitgreaves 

 
Capt. W.B. Franklin, USLHB Secy. 

 
Completion Notice 

 
“The Light House at Body’s Island has been completed, the lens set up, and I presume the light exhibited according to notice on the 1st inst. The 
only work that remains to be done there is the removal of the old tower.” 
 
354 
p.121 

 
12/07/1861 

 
WJNewman 

 
Mr.T.B. Grose 

 
Civil War; Relighting of 

 
“I shall be happy when occasion offers to avail myself again of your assistance and expect to be very busy as the coast is opened up again to us. 
I have already been to Cape Hatteras with a view to relighting that Station. Body’s Island is entirely destroyed and other mischief done in every 
direction.” 
 
354 
p.148 

 
2/15/1862 

 
WJNewman 
Acting Eng 

 
Commodore WBShubrick 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Civil War Damages 

 
“As regards Bodys Island the damage there cannot extend below the Plinth base of the Tower. The foundation is enormously strong, resting 
upon 70 piles driven deeply into the soil, upon which is placed a heavy course of Granite surmounted by a solid mass of Brickwork 3 feet thick 
laid in cement. The action of the gunpowder must have been entirely upwards. The dwelling (I could see passing within a mile of them) were 
apparently uninjured. This tower could be restored within 3 or 4 months. The patterns of the ironwork are at the machine shop in Baltimore and 
all the records & drawings in this office.” 
 
LB 
170A 

 
10/04/1864 

 
JPSmith, Acting L.H. 
Engineer 

 
Rear Adm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Annual Report 

 
“Nothing has been done at this station during the year. The tower should be rebuilt as soon as the state of the country will warrant the expense. 
At present I forbear making an estimate in view of the heavy drafts on the Treasury for war purposes.”  
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Part II: Third Tower Construction (1866 - 1872)  
 

 
Vol. 

 
Date 

 
Engineer/ 
Correspondent 

 
Recipient 

 
Topic 

 
363 
p.192 

 
1/06/1866 

 
WJNewman 
Acting Engineer 

 
General OMPoe, Engineer Secy, 
USLHB 

 
Design 

 
360  
p.131 

 
9/20/1867 

 
WJNewman 
Acting Engineer 

 
General OMPoe, Engineer Secy, 
USLHB 

 
1867 Annual Report  
(Appropriation) 

 
“I would respectfully urge upon your consideration the necessity of restoring the Body’s Island Light on the coast of NCarolina. The shipwreck 
of steamships and other vessels of such frequent occurrence in the immediate neighborhood seems to call for this aid to navigation more 
earnestly than any other on the coast.” 
 
LB 
274A 

 
08/01/1870 

 
JHSimpson,  
L.H. Engineer 

 
Rear Adm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Siting of new tower 

 
LB 
274A 

 
08/03/1870 

 
JHSimpson,  
L.H. Engineer 

 
Rear Adm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Siting of lighthouse 

 
“In reply to letter from office of Light House Board dated yesterday, I would respectfully state that as at the present time there is an 
appropriation of $6,000 for but one lighthouse between Hatteras & Cape Henry, and that lighthouse according to the terms of the appropriation, 
must be built at Paul Gamiels Hill or at or near Bodys Island, I am of opinion that the Light House should be built on Bodys Island. 
     My reasons are because of the prominence of the coast at Bodys Island, thus making it, as it really is, very dangerous, and therefore requiring 
unusual warning. And on the other hand because of the retired position of Paul Gamiels Hill in respect to Capes Henry and Hatteras, thus 
possibly luring vessels to danger rather than warning them from it. 
     The light house at Bodys Island I would build of brick, say 120 feet high, on a stone or pile foundation as may be found best, lens of 3rd 
order. This height would give a range of visibility of 7 nautical miles; and as Hatteras Light can be seen 20 miles and the distance between the 
two lights would be a direct line 32 miles, one light would be readily seen before the other was lost. 
     I would then recommend that another light be built at Poyners Hill, distant from Bodys Island 32 2 miles and from Cape Hatteras 37 miles. 
A light house with focal place 150 feet above the sea at this point would give a range of visibility of 19 miles, and as Cape Henry Light, 129 
feet high, has a range of 18 miles, neither light would be lost to view before the other would be visible. 
 
356 
p.135 

 
8/05/1870 

 
JHSimpson 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Rear Adm WBShubrick, Chairman, 
USLHB 

 
Site location 

 
“I am of the opinion that the Light House should be built on Bodys Island. My reasons are because of the prominence of the coast at Bodys 
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Vol. 

 
Date 

 
Engineer/ 
Correspondent 

 
Recipient 

 
Topic 

Island, thus making it, as it really is, very dangerous and therefore requiring unusual warning; and on the other hand because of the retired 
position of Paul Gamiels Hill in respect to Capes Henry and Hatteras, thus possibly luring vessels to danger rather than warning them from it. 
     The Light House at Bodys Island I would build of bricks, say 120 feet high, on a stone or pile foundation as may be found best, lens of 3rd 
order. This height would give a range of visibility of 7 nautical miles; and as Hatteras Light can be seen 20 miles, and the distance between the 
two lights would be in a direct line 32 miles, one light would be readily seen before the other was lost. 
     I would then recommend that another light be built at Poyners Hill, distant from Bodys Island Light, 32 2 miles and from Cape Henry 37 
miles. A lighthouse with focal plane 150 feet above the sea at this point would give a range of visibility of 19 miles, and as Cape Henry Light, 
129 feet high, has a range of 18 miles, neither light would be lost to view before the other would be visible.” 
 
356 
p.172 

 
8/18/1870 

 
JHSimpson 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Rear Adm WBShubrick, Chairman, 
USLHB 

 
Return of chart 

 
356 
p.212 

 
9/09/1870 

 
JHSimpson 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Rear Adm WBShubrick, Chairman, 
USLHB 

 
Examination of site planned 

 
356 
p.296 

 
10/07/1870 

 
Geo. B. Nicholson, Asst 
Engineer 

 
 

 
Abstracts from letterbooks regarding 2nd tower & 
need for 3rd tower 

 
“July 19, 1858.  Capt L. Silgraves to Capt. W.B. Franklin: Edtimate for re-building L.H.    $19,525.10. 
 Oct 1, 1858. Annual report of Capt L. Silgraves: Work interrupted by loss of vessel conveying brick. Arrangements made for supplying 
requisite quantity. Stone foundation resting upon 70 piles is laid and brick work to commence immediately. Keeper’s dwelling repaired and put 
in good order and joiner’s work for new keeper’s dwelling repaired and ready to set up. 
 Jan 11, 1859. Quarterly report of Capt. Silgraves: work progressing satisfactorily, but delays occurred and additional expense incurred by 
reason of the closing of Oregon Inlet in storm in Oct 1858 and consequent necessity of sending material around through Hatteras Inlet and of 
lightering them a distance of about a mile. 
 Mar 21, 1859. Quarterly Report of Capt. Silgraves: tower so far advanced that bricklayers and laborers no longer necessary and have been 
discharged. Carpenters employ on Keeper’s residence, frame of which is together. Tower to be ready for lighting up by May 15th next. 
 July 1, 1859.  Quarterly Report of Capt Silgraves: Light House completed; lens set up and presumes the light exhibited according to notice of 
1st inst. Only work remaining to be done there is removal of old tower. 
 Dec 7, 1861. W.J. Newman to Com. W.B. Shubrick: Holds himself in readiness to proceed with an inspection of light houses on North 
Carolina coast. As regards Bodys Island,, the damage there cannot extend below the plinth line of the tower, the foundation is enormously 
strong, resting on 70 piles driven deeply into the soil; upon which is placed a heavy course of granite surrounded by a solid mass of brickwork 3 
feet thick, laid in cement; the action of the ???? must have been entirely upward. The dwellings (I could see, passing within a mile of them) 
were apparently uninjured. This tower could be restored within 3 or 4 months. The patterns of the iron work are at the machine shop in 
Baltimore, and all the records and drawings in this office. Suggest that ??? be allowed to attend to the above. 
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 Jan 6, 1866.  WJNewman, Acting Engineer to ????: Relates to method of forming water-tight joints between main gallery plates and ????? 
supporting lantern and refers to Bodys Island L.H. (See sheet No. 2 drawings) as only instance he has seen the plan carried out. >The Tower, 
both in appearance and dryness was quite successful and I regret it was destroyed so soon after its completion. Sends original drawings of 
Bodys Island to USLHB for reference as it appear they are not likely to be required here again. 
 Sept 20, 1867.  Annual Report of WJNewman: Urges the necessity of restoring the Bodys Island Light.” 
 
356 
p.327 

 
10/19/1870 

 
JHSimpson, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Rear Adm WBShubrick, Chairman, 
USLHB 

 
Engineer’s planned trip 

 
356 
p.356 

 
11/04/1870 

 
JHSimpson, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Rear Adm WBShubrick, Chairman, 
USLHB 

 
Progress report 

 
“In regard to the site of the old Light House at Bodys Island, I have to report that as the island is rapidly wearing away to the west and 
northwest of the site, and the shore having already encroached to within 1200 to 1500 feet, I consider the site unsafe for the location of the new 
light house. A much better location is on Nags Island on the north side of the inlet, about two miles in a north 36E west location from the old 
site, and about a mile in the same direction from said inlet. As the Nags Head Island is making at its southern extremity, and the proposed site 
would be removed from the Atlantic shore about three quarters of a mile, I consider this the safest spot for the light house, and accordingly 
recommend that I be ordered to purchase say ten acres for the purpose. The owner, Mr. John B. Etheridge, living near the premises, informed 
me that the Government might have it at $10 per acre. 
     The ground was sounded by a rod that could be made to penetrate no deeper than six feet, the indications being that a good sand foundation 
would be found for the structure, though it would not be safe to assume this condition of things without further tests by the penetration of piles 
under percussion of a heavy weight falling from a pile driver. 
     I will also state that examination was made as to the depth of water convenient to the site, and it was found that vessels drawing not more 
than six feet, can, by standing in from Croatan Sound on the south side of the island, approach the shore within 1 2 miles. From thence the 
materials could be lightered by smaller vessels or scows to the proposed wharf, and thence by a tram railway for about one half a mile, to the 
proposed site.” 
 
353 
p.69 

 
12/10/1870 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
A.A. McCullough, Norfolk 

 
Boat for landing at Bodie Island 

 
353 
p.74 

 
12/20/1870 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Rear Adm WBShubrick, Chairman, 
USLHB 

 
Funds from $5000 appropriation 

 
353 
p.100 

 
12/27/1870 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Lieut. Gov. of South Carolina 

 
Requesting status of an act Agranting the right to 
purchase by the United States a site for the light 
house at Bodies Island . . . A 

 
353 

 
 12/27/1870 

 
Peter C. Hains, 

 
Rear Adm WBShubrick, Chairman, 

 
Tools & apparatus for soil borings 
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p.104 L.H. Engineer USLHB 
 
353 
p.156 

 
12/31/1870 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major Geo. H. Elliot,  
Engineer Secy, USLHB 

 
Payment of $53 to John Etheridge 

 
LB 
274B 

 
01/17/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
Maj Gen H. Elliott 

 
Hains offers to go to Raleigh to Aurge passage of 
Bill for site of Body Island Light-House.” 

 
353 
p.247 

 
01/23/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Purchase of brick & cement in open market 

 
353 
p.253 

 
01/24/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
Sec of State, Raleigh, NC 

 
Inquiry as to status of bill for purchasing land 

 
353 
p.255 

 
01/25/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
6 sellers of brick 

 
Price of dark red paving brick 

 
353 
p.256 

 
01/25/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
No addressee 

 
Validity of title to land now that bill has passed in 
NC legislature 

 
353 
p.324 

 
02/13/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction  

 
Initial instructions to Stetson 

 
“You will proceed in the L.H. Schooner Spray to Bodies Island with Capt Fenton and endeavor to find out the best means of landing supplies 
and materials for the new light-house. It will be located near the center of the lot, the corners of which you will find marked. It will be well to 
have our roadway on old Mr. Etheridge’s land, as his deed will give us the right of way. 
     In case that is not practicable, find out if any charges will be made for the same over any other person’s land. It may be that it will be more 
economical to dredge a channel than to build a marine wharf. This I wish you to carefully consider and report your opinion with an estimate of 
the cost of each.     While at Bodies Island endeavor to find out what it will cost to purchase good piles for foundation of light-house; say 30 feet 
long and 12" in diameter. 
     The item of processing good building sand is important; you will also find where this can be obtained and whether it will be necessary to 
haul it any distance. 
     In regard to the finishing up of the work at Cape Hatteras, I want you to get as much material, such as will be used at Bodies Island down to 
the landing before the railway is to be taken up. 
     It will have to be taken up very soon after operations are commenced at that place. Find out also what it will cost to charter a small schooner 
to take material from Cape Hatteras to Bodies Island. 
     I desire also to know whether any of the granite from the old tower at Hatteras will be suitable for foundation of that at Bodies Island; if so, 
the amount and as near as you can judge the size of the blocks; some of it will answer of course, but if the amount is small it may not be worth 
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taking. 
 
353 
p.425 

 
03/01/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Delay in title validation 

 
353 
p.427 

 
03/08/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Problems with approval by attorney of proposed 
site 

 
LB 
274B 

 
03/08/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains,  L.H. 
Engineer 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Selection of different site 

 
 
353 
p.478 

 
03/18/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains,  L.H. 
Engineer 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Monthly progress report; results of tests of 
foundation 

 
“The schooner Spray has been employed during the month in carrying supplies to Cape Hatteras and the artesian well apparatus to Bodies 
Island; four crew were used in sinking an artesian well at the proposed site of Bodies Island lighthouse for the purpose of testing the foundation. 
The well was sunk sixty feet. No mud was found until a depth of forty feet was attained, and this in small quantities mixed with sand.” 
 
353 
p.484 

 
03/20/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
Capt AJFenton 

 
Title issues 

 
353 
p.486 

 
03/20/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Title issues 

 
LB 
274B 

 
03/27/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Report of validity of land title  

 
353 
p.484 

 
03/18/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer 

 
Capt AJFenton 

 
Title issues 

 
353 
p.486 

 
03/20/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Title issues 

 
353 
p.510 

 
03/29/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Title issues 

 
353 
p.533 

 
04/04/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer 

 
Messrs Peteler & Co 
Tompkinsville, NY 

 
Price of iron for railroad 

 
353 

 
04/11/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 

 
Gen. JHSimpson,  

 
Transmittal of vouchers for charter of schooner 
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p.566 Engineers L.H. Engineer 
 
353 
p.607 

 
04/24/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
Jas C Thompson, Pres. LLRR Co. 

 
Order for iron rail 

 
353 
p.665 

 
05/03/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Forwarding letter re title 

 
353 
p.667 

 
04/03/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
John Goffingon, Baltimore 

 
Instructions for procuring a title to Etheridge 
property 

 
355 
p.23 

 
04/05/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
John Goffingon, Baltimore 

 
Instructions for survey 

 
355 
p.26 

 
04/08/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Title 

 
355 
p.27 

 
04/05/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
 

 
Reference to AMemoir upon the stability of the 
lighthouse in course of construction at Belle Isle” 
by J. Fresner 

 
LB 
274C 

 
05/01/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Foundation 

 
LB 
274C 

 
05/08/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Title to land 

 
LB 
274C 

 
05/11/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Advertisement for iron work proposals 

 
LB 
274C 

 
05/09/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Tiling for floor of oil house and tower landing 

 
355 
p.45 

 
05/10/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Progress of title 
 

 
355 
p.66 

 
?? 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer 

 
Granite [?] Fenton,  
L.H. Engineer 

 
Proposals for furnishing dressed granite 

 
355 

 
05/12/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 

 
Advertisement for proposals for dressed granite 



 
 9 

p.69 Engineer Chairman, USLHB 
 
355 
p.96 

 
05/19/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer 

 
John Goffingon, Baltimore 

 
Instructions to obtain certificate relative to liens on 
estate of John Etheridge 

 
355 
p.97 

 
05/19/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Title issues 

 
355 
p.141 

 
05/25/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Advertisement with specs for iron work: 
ASpecifications for Dressed Granite for Light 
House at Bodies Island, NC 

 
355 
p.167 

 
05/26/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
WMQuincy, NY & Richmond 
Granite Co. 

 
Transmittal letter for specs, form of bid, & 
advertisement for granite 

 
355 
p.168 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Specs for rubble masonry 
 

 
355 
p.175 

 
05/27/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Title papers 

 
355 
p.191 

 
05/29/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Request for estimate of all material necessary to 
build lighthouse with exception of stone, bricks, & 
iron work 

 
355 
p.208 

 
05/29/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Floor tiling needed; suggests using supply left over 
from Cape Hatteras 

 
355 
p.258 

 
06/05/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Opinion requested of US District Attorney relative 
to title 

 
355 
p.263 

 
06/06/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
John Goffingon, Baltimore 

 
Instructions to take deed to NC, purchase title & 
have it recorded 

 
355 
p.268 

 
06/06/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Bid received for granite for foundation from 
McClenahan & Bros  
 

 
355 
p.269 

 
06/06/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Bids received for furnishing dressed granite for 
tower from Andrews & Johnson, Baltimore 
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355 
p.372 

 
06/??/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Messrs McClenahan Bros 

 
Request to sign contract 

 
LB 
274C 

 
06/06/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
 

 
“For dimension ashlar delivered in Baltimore $40.00 per cubic yard, and delivered on Lighters at Bodys Island 447.75 per cubic yard. Stone for 
rubble delivered in Baltimore $5.00 per cubic yard, and delivered at Bodys Island $10.00 per cubic yard.” 
 
LB 
274C 

 
06/15/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
John Goffingon appointed clerk on the work of 
constructing the 1st-order lighthouse 

 
355 
p.376 

 
06/17/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Messrs Paulding Hemble & Co, 
West Point Foundry, Cold Spring 
NY 

 
Proposal for metalwork approved by Secretary 

 
355 
p.377 

 
06/17/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Lowest bid for metalwork from Paulding Kemble 
& Co, West Point Foundry, Cold Spring NY 

 
355 
p.389 

 
06/19/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Instructions to Stetson 

 
“You will proceed without delay to Body’s Island NC and commence the construction of the First Order Light House at that place in 
accordance with the drawings and instructions furnished you. Capt Wyatt with the Schooner Roanoake will be at your disposal for the purpose 
of conveying your party to Hatteras, and thence to Body’s Island, immediately after which you will discharge him. 
     You will take down the temporary buildings at Hatteras and send them to Body’s Island, there to be used for storehouses and quarters for 
your men. For the purpose of landing supplies with facility, you will build a temporary wharf on piles and of other cheap materials into 
Roanoake Sound from a point on shore convenient to the Light House, with a small pier (?) at the end. You will exercise your own judgment in 
carrying out the details of the wharf, bearing in mind that it is necessary not to expend any large amt. on such a work. The arrangements for 
landing supplies and store room for 1000 bbls of cement must be completed with as little delay as practicable. The L.H. at Body’s Island, the 
construction of which is placed in your charge, will be one of the most important on the Atlantic Coast, and too much energy cannot be 
displayed in hastening its completion. 
     As the work you superintended at Cape Hatteras has rendered you familiar with the details and requirements of such a tower  as that to be 
built at Body’s Island, detailed instructions are not deemed necessary, the drawings being sufficiently explicit with general instructions. The 
foundation will be on grillage similar to that at Cape Hatteras Tower, the top of the grillage being six feet two inches below the surface of the 
ground. All the foundation, sone & brick work will be laid in Portland Cement, the mortar being made of 3 parts sand to 1 of cement. With 
these general instructions you are expected to push the work along with the greatest dispatch. Any points of doubt that may arise in your mind 
you will submit with the least delay to this office for decision. The Light-House Board expect this tower to be completed in one year.” 
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355 
p.393 

06/19/1871 Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction Required returns and reports 

 
“In presenting the work of building the Light House at Body’s Island, you are required to keep the following records and render the following 
returns and reports: 
1.  A record of daily operations, setting forth the state of the weather, the number of men of each trade engaged in the work, the am’t of work 
accomplished and any other useful information. 
2.  A time roll from which the pay roll of the party can be made up. 
3.  A record of material property received and expended. A return corresponding to be rendered monthly. 
4.  A record of provisions received and expended. A return corresponding to be rendered monthly. 
 
355 
p.395 

 
06/19/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Deed recorded in Recorder’s Office of Dare 
County 

 
355 
p.398 

 
06/20/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Messrs Paulding Hemble & Co, 
West Point Foundry, Cold Spring 
NY 

 
Contract for metalwork 

 
355 
p.404 

 
06/20/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Contract for metalwork 

 
355 
p.407 

 
06/21/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Request for 5 sets of drawings 

 
355 
p.408 

 
06/22/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Bill for advertisements  

 
355 
p.417 

 
06/23/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Receipt of drawings 

 
355 
p.418 

 
06/23/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Wm. J. Martagh 

 
Bill for advertisements 

 
355 
p.419 

 
06/23/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Messrs Paulding Hemble & Co, 
West Point Foundry, Cold Spring 
NY 

 
Request for metalwork contract signatures 

 
355 
p.426 

 
06/24/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Transmittal of contract for dressed granite 
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355 
p.427 

06/24/1871 Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

F.H. Gockrun, Jacksonville, FL Tower to be built by day’s work and not by 
contract 

 
355 
p.417 

 
06/29/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Transmittal of contract for foundation granite 

 
355 
p.450 

 
06/29/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Transmittal of ironwork contract 

 
355 
p.454 

 
06/29/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
W.M. Smith 

 
Brick contract 

 
355 
p.456 

 
06/29/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Messrs McClenahan & Bros, Port 
Deposit, MD 

 
Granite contract 

 
355 
p.457 

 
06/29/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Messrs Paulding Hemble & Co, 
West Point Foundry, Cold Spring 
NY 

 
Iron work contract 

 
355 
p.461 

 
06/29/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Medicines to be returned 

 
355 
p.462 

 
06/29/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Transmittal of brick contract 

 
355 
p.469 

 
06/30/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Return of dressed granite contract 

 
355 
p.470 

 
06/30/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Bills 

 
355 
p.541 

 
07/11/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
John Goffigan, Roanoake Island 

 
Non-receipt of voucher for land payment ($150) 

 
355 
p.544 

 
07/11/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Transmittal of deed 

 
355 
p.595 

 
07/15/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Transmittal of deed with new stamp 
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355 
p.625 

07/30/1871 Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction Medicine quantities 
 

 
355 
p.650 

 
07/21/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Approval for purchase of wharf material 

 
355 
p.653 

 
07/24/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Voucher for $150 payment for land 

 
355 
p.687 

 
undated 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Annual report of operations 
 

 
“An appropriation was made by Congress to reestablish this very important coast light, the old light house having been destroyed by the rebels. 
An examination of the locality was made by the Engineers of the District in September 1870, and a further examination by the Engineer 
Secretary of the Lighthouse Board in December. A careful study of the topography of the country and the action of the water flowing in and out 
of Pamlico Sound through Oregon Inlet resulted in the abandonment of the old site on the south side of the Inlet and the selection of another on 
the north side. This will be one of the most important links on the coast, and the necessity of placing it in a safe position, free from the danger of 
destruction by the encroachment of the sea, could not be over-estimated. The old site was subject to this danger. 
     Previous to 1840 there was no inlet at this place, but during the early part of September of that year, heavy southerly winds backed up the 
waters of Albermarle and Pamlico Sounds several feet above their ordinary level. Then came northerly winds driving the water back, 
overflowing the narrow sand-bank which separated the waters of the ocean from those of Pamlico Sound. By this overflow of water Oregon 
Inlet was opened in one night. Since that time it has maintained a character of instability, sometime widening and deepening in places and 
filling up in others B all the time gradually working to the south. This inlet is not now used for navigation purposes, there being only a depth of 
four (4) feet of water over the bulkhead or inside bar. 
    During the Rebellion, however, the Rebels built on the south side a fort called Fort Oregon. The site of this fort can no longer be seen. It has 
been washed away in the gradual movement of the Inlet to the south. 
    The site of the old light, which at one time was quite a distance from the Inlet, in now only about 400 yards. The testimony of residents in the 
vicinity confirms the fact that the Inlet is working to the south and that its progress is not slow. The old site could doubtless have been made use 
of by protecting it with jetties, but only at great expense. In view of these facts it was not deemed advisable to erect this important light-house 
on a site so insecure. 
     Another site, about one and a half miles farther north and on the north side of the Inlet, protected on the west by Roanoake Island from the 
action of storms tending to drive the waters out of Pamlico Sound toward the sea was accordingly selected. . . . the purchase of fifty acres was 
made, the perfection of a title in the United States being delayed,, however, in getting the necessary act of the State of North Carolina ceding 
jurisdiction, and in complying with certain other local forms.     The site and plan of the lighthouse having been determined on, contracts were 
made, after due public notice, inviting of proposals, with the lowest bidders for furnishing the material to be used in the structure. The tower 
will be 150 feet high, exhibiting a first-order sea-coast light, focal plane 153 feet above the level of the sea, and will be visible at a distance of 
more than eighteen (18) nautical miles. 
     The foundation, which is to be of granite, will rest on a grillage platform of timber similar to that used at Cape Hatteras tower, viz.: two (2) 
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courses of 6" x 12" timber securely fastened together, laid at right angles on a course of 3" plank. All the timber will be least four (4) feet under 
water and consequently will not decay. No piles were deemed necessary for the foundation of this light-house: borings were made with an 
Artesian well and the underlying strata were found to consist of sharp compact sand of a light color with dark specks, to a depth of 22 feet; 
below this to a depth of 28 feet a stratum of course sand and gravel mixed with shell was found. At 28 feet and extending to a depth of 36 feet 
there was fine dark sand mixed with a small quantity of soft alluvial B the amount however was scarcely appreciable. At 40 feet coarse sand was 
again found, extending to a depth of 46 feet, then fine dark sand to a depth of 60 feet. The borings were not carried below this depth. 
     To put in the foundation it will be necessary to enclose a space large enough for the purpose with a coffer dam and pump out the water. The 
portion of the tower above ground will consist of an octagonal base of dressed granite, backed by rubble in courses, ten feet, nine and a half 
inches in height. Above this will commence the brick tower in the form of a frustrum of a right cone, 115 feet in height. The brick will be the 
same as those used at Cape Hatteras, which gave entire satisfaction, and the bond will be made of the best London Portland cement.  
     About the middle of June a working party was dispatched to this station with orders to erect the necessary temporary buildings for storage 
and quartering the workmen, build a narrow tramway over which the material can be easily transported from the water to the site, and a 
temporary wharf on which to land it. It is expected that these preparations will be completed in about two (2) months, when the work on the 
foundation of the tower itself will be begun. The completion of this tower will supply a want long felt by the commerce of the country. 
     Every effort will be made to finish the light-house the present year, but the frequency of storms in this latitude generally causes delay in the 
prosecution of works of this nature, and it is scarcely probable that the entire work will be completed within that time. 
    An appropriation of $15,000 for the fiscal year 1872-1873 is asked to complete the work.” 
 
355 
p.754 

 
07/31/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Contract for foundation granite transmitted 
 

 
355 
p.755 

 
07/31/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Shipment of Portland cement 

 
LB 
303A 

 
08/01/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Monthly progress report 

 
“The following temporary buildings have been constructed preparatory to commencing work on the tower, viz.: a blacksmiths’ shop, a store 
house for cement, engine room, stable and carpenters shop. A temporary building for an office and quarters is nearly completed. Two scows for 
landing supplies have been commenced and nearly finished. An embankment on which to lay the railroad track where it crosses the marsh has 
been thrown up. 
     The most of the material used in these temporary structures is that taken from Cape Hatteras and was formerly used in the construction of 
that tower. The working party at this place is now engaged in laying the Railroad track from the water to the site of the tower and building a 
small bridge across a creek on the line of the road. This portion of the track will be finished in the course of about a week B the construction of 
the wharf will then be commenced and pushed along as rapidly as possible. I see no reason to apprehend any delay, other than that due to bad 
weather, in rapidly bringing this important work to completion.” 
 
355 

 
8/10/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains 

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt. of 

 
Payment of laborers 



 
 15 

p.817 Capt of Engineers Construction 
 
“I have to call your attention to the fact that the authority granted you to pay 22 2 cents per hour for laborers was intended to be the maximum 
allowance for first-rate hands.” 
 
355 
p.821 

 
08/11/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Get receipts for articles removed from a station 

 
355 
p.849 

 
08/15/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Joseph Lederle, Asst Eng 

 
Order for car wheels for tramway 

 
355 
p.882 

 
08/18/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
List of employees, laborers & masters and their 
pay 

 
355 
p.897 

 
08/18/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Clerk Goffigon discharged & replaced by Mr. 
Nicholson 

 
355 
p.898 

 
08/18/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Requesting report of operations 

 
355 
p.899 

 
08/19/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Instructions 

 
355 
p.926 

 
08/21/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Articles not received in Baltimore 

 
355 
p.930 

 
08/21/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Accounting procedures 

 
355 
p.947 

 
08/23/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
King, Reed & Co 

 
Advertising bill 

 
355 
p.952 

 
08/23/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
JMWeed, Lumber Co of NC 

 
Payment for lumber 

 
355 
p.962 

 
08/26/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Request for daily progress journal abstract 

 
LB 
303A 

 
08/28/1871 

 
Dexter Stetson, 
Supt of Construction 

 
Col P.C.Hains 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Packing of old lens 
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355 
p.964 

 
08/28/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Payments from old appropriation of $5086 to be 
spent on material for construction of new tower 

 
355 
p.974 

 
08/28/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Messrs Clenakan & Bros, Stone 
dealers 

 
AEach entire course of the foundation of Body’s 
Island Light-house must be set up complete before 
shipment.” 

 
LB 
303A 

 
08/30/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Wm. Nicholsen replaces John Goffigon as clerk of 
the work 

 
355 
p.979 

 
08/30/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains 
L.H. Engineer 

 
King Reed & Co 

 
Bill for metalwork advertisement paid 

 
355 
p.98? 

 
08/30/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Bill for metalwork advertisement 

 
355 
p.?? 

 
09/01/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Payroll 

 
LB 
303A 

 
09/12/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Delays in completing ashlar & rubble granite for 
foundation by McClenahan Bros. 

 
LB 
303A 

 
09/14/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Maj Elliot, USLHB 

 
Waive duty on cement 

 
LB 
303A 

 
10/14/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Number of fasteners for step at foot of stairway 

 
LB 
303A 

 
10/30/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
Secretary of the Treasury 

 
Nomination of Frank Jenkins to be clerk 

 
LB 
303A 

 
10/31/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Delays in requisition for $5000 on account of 
appropriation 

 
LB 
303A 

 
11/01/1871 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Monthly progress report 

 
“. . . the work during the month has progressed very satisfactorily. The wharf and derrick for receiving and landing light-house material have 
been completed, this offering a quick means of unloading vessels arriving with stone for the structure. All the water has been pumped out of the 
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coffer dam, the timber put in for the foundation, and the first course of stone in the foundation of the tower completed. The stone for the courses 
will be ???? as possible to the ??? and no delay other than the unavoidable difficulty experienced in engaging proper vessels at proper rates for 
transporting the material is anticipated in the ??? prosecution of the work. 
 
LB 
303B 

 
01/01/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Monthly progress report 

 
“Operations at this station have been somewhat limited, owing to the continued prevalence of bad weather during the month. Four courses of 
the dressed granite have been laid, filled in and grouted. The brick work on the foundation of the oil-house has been commenced. Two new 
cement sheds have been erected for the reception of cement. Two vessels containing brick and cement were unloaded during the month.” 
 
LB 
303B 

 
01/23/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, 
Engineer Secy, USLHB 

 
Encloses report of Mr. Sangmeister on thickness of 
iron in the steps for the lighthouse 

 
Plate of blueprints for 1st Order L.H. for Body’s Island  
 
LB 
303B 

 
01/31/1872 

 
Frank T. Jenkins 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Resignation as clerk 

 
LB 
303B 

 
02/05/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Secretary of the Treasury 

 
Appointment of new clerk 

 
LB 
303B 

 
02/01/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers 

 
RearAdm WBShubrick, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Monthly report 

 
“ . . . the base of the tower is nearly all set, the oil house carried up several feet and a large portion of the iron work received.” 
 
LB 
303B 

 
03/11/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, 
Engineer Secy, USLHB 

 
Recommends brick keeper’s dwelling 

 
“I would suggest that as it is extremely expensive to make repairs in this locality, it would be advisable to build the dwelling of permanent 
material B as brick. This would afford additional safety against fire.” 
 
LB 
303B 

 
04/01/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, 
Engineer Secy, USLHB 

 
Monthly report 

 
“During the month 97,000 brick have been received and transported to the site, together with 4 window frames and 5 cast-iron sills. About 
103,000 brick have been laid on the tower and 3,600 on the oil-house. 
     The carpenters have been engaged in getting out the woodwork for the roof of, and finish for, the oil-house and the latter portion has been 
almost completed. The brickwork of the oil-house will be finished in a day or two. The rafters are all up. 
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     The brickwork of the tower has been leveled up fourteen and a half feet and the first window sill and frame set. The first flight of stairs has 
been commenced.” 
 
LB 
303B 

 
04/04/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, 
Engineer Secy, USLHB 

 
Request for lens dimensions 

 
LB 
303B 

 
04/04/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, 
Engineer Secy, USLHB 

 
Proposes plans for less elaborate & costly keeper’s 
dwelling: $9,868.69 vs $6,037.20. 

 
LB 
303B 

 
04/18/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, 
Engineer Secy, USLHB 

 
New lens bearing required 

 
LB 
303B 

 
04/20/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, 
Engineer Secy, USLHB 

 
Requests approval of plans for keepers dwelling to 
avoid delays 

 
LB 
303B 

 
06/01/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Professor Joseph Henry, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Monthly progress report 

 
“During the month 88,980 brick have been received and 66,500 hauled to the site. 100,360 brick have been laid on the tower and 53,296 on the 
dwelling. 339 casks of Rosendale and 29 casks of Portland Cement have been used during the month. The shingling of the Oil-house roof was 
completed on the 14th inst. The foundation of the dwelling was commenced on the 2nd inst. The four lower door frames and eight tower window 
frames have been made and set this month and the walls are now leveled up to 13 feet. 
     The brick work of the tower has been built up 22 1/4 feet and now stands 68 feet in height. The 3rd & 4th flights of stairs, 3rd & 4th beams and 
landings and 3rd window sill and frame have been set in the tower.” 
 
LB 
303B 

 
06/25/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, 
Engineer Secy, USLHB 

 
Mistake in lighthouse charts 

 
LB 
303B 

 
06/28/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, 
Engineer Secy, USLHB 

 
Do not send lens until outfits are ready 

 
LB 
303B 

 
06/28/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, 
Engineer Secy, USLHB 

 
Prepare complete set of outfits at Staten Island, to 
be shipped about July 15. Send lens as well. 

 
LB 
303B 

 
07/01/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Professor Joseph Henry, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Monthly progress report 

 
A84,980 brick have been received during the month and 63,080 of this number hauled to the site of the light-house. 23,900 brick received 
during the previous month have also been transported to site. 
     98,950 brick have been laid on the tower and 26,518 on the dwelling. 257 1/2 Casks of Cement have been used on tower and 68 casks on 
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dwelling. 
     The brickwork of the tower has been built up 33 2 feet; making the tower height of brickwork 101 2 feet. The fifth, sixth, and seventh flight 
of stairs; fifth and sixth and seventh beams and landings; and fourth and fifth window sills and frames have been set in tower. 
     The finish work in the oil-house has progressed finely and is now near completion. 
     The twelve upper window frames have been made and are set in dwelling and the upper and lower flooring joists and lower partition 
studding have been put in. The dwelling has been built up 10 feet, and the walls are now leveled up ready to receive the wall plates.” 
 
364 
p.6 

 
05/03/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Directions to have keepers dwelling face tower 

 
364 
p.8 

 
05/03/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Commissioner of Customs, 
Washington 

 
Accounts 

 
364 
p.16 

 
05/06/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Keepers dwelling & windows 

 
364 
p.49 

 
05/17/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Rud. Sangmeister, Cold Spring, NY 

 
Order for steps & carriers 

 
364 
p.112 

 
06/03/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Step replacement 

 
364 
p.127 

 
06/06/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Articles requisitioned 

 
364 
p.131 

 
06/09/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Articles to be transported on Tulip 

 
364 
p.123 

 
06/10/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
E. Bailey & Co 

 
List of food provisions 

 
364 
p.148 

 
06/11/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Paulding, Kemble & Co., 
Cold spring, NY 

 
Time frame for shipment of ironwork 

 
364 
p.166 

 
06/11/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
List of provisions shipped on Spray 

 
364 
p.191 

 
06/22/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Asst US Treasurer, Baltimore, MD 
Charleston, SC 

 
Expenses 
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364 
p.195 

06/25/1872 Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

Capt AJFenton, Master, 
tender Tulip 

Instructions 

 
364 
p.285 

 
06/28/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Lightning conductor 

 
364 
p.236 

 
06/28/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, Engineer 
Secy, USLHB 

 
Lens 

 
364 
p.243 

 
07/01/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, Engineer 
Secy, USLHB 

 
Date for lighting; daymark 

 
364 
p.248 

 
07/01/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Rud. Sangmeister, Cold Spring, NY 

 
Lens bearing. 
Lens to be 2nd order; 360E fixed 

 
364 
p.253 

 
07/01/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Com. F. Stanley, L.H. Inspector 

 
Lampist Funk to set up lens 

 
364 
p.263 

 
07/03/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Payment of contractors 

 
364 
p.269 

 
07/06/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, Engineer 
Secy, USLHB 

 
Notice to Mariners 

 
364 
p.282 

 
07/09/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, Engineer 
Secy, USLHB 

 
Drawing of daymark 

 
364 
p.294 

 
07/13/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, Engineer 
Secy, USLHB 

 
Longitude of new tower is  
75E 33' 29" W 

 
364 
p.323 

 
07/20/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Genl JCWoodruff, Staten Island, NY 

 
Request that lens be shipped to Norfolk 

 
364 
p.324 

 
07/20/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, Engineer 
Secy, USLHB 

 
Order for complete outfit for 1st-order lens 

 
364 
p.325 

 
07/20/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, Engineer 
Secy, USLHB 

 
Request for keeper appointment before exhibit of 
light on Oct 1st 

 
“I have to request that Keepers be appointed for Body’s Island Lt. Sta. The lens will shortly be set up and some time should be allowed for 
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instruction of Keepers. The light it is proposed to exhibit for the first time October 1st.” 
 
364 
p.338 

 
07/20/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Receipt of report of operations & plans for visit 

 
364 
p.341 

 
07/20/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Payment of overdue contract vouchers 

 
364 
p.346 

 
07/22/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
AThe lens is ordered, and the Notice to Mariners 
will be to show the light Oct 1st. The Tower is to 
have Black and White rings, instructions for which 
will be sent to you shortly.” 

 
364 
p.371 

 
07/24/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Accounts for hire of schooner 

 
364 
p.385 

 
07/26/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Payroll 

 
364 
p.400 

 
07/27/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, Engineering 
Secy, USLHB 

 
Stairs not yet made; send drawings 

 
364 
p.409 

 
07/29/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Accounting errors 

 
364 
p.414 

 
07/31/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Hugh Sisson, Baltimore 

 
Contract for laying marble tile 

 
364 
p.440 

 
08/02/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, Engineering 
Secy, USLHB 

 
Request for more copies of drawing plates 

 
364 
p.460 

 
08/05/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, Engineering 
Secy, USLHB 

 
Remission of forfeiture on ironwork 

 
364 
p.462 

 
08/05/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Tile agreement 

 
364 
p.497 

 
08/07/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Voucher procedures 

     



 
 22 

364 
p.523 

08/14/1872 Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

Major Gorge H. Elliot, Engineering 
Secy, USLHB 

Request for copy of deed 

 
LB 
303B 

 
08/21/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Professor Joseph Henry, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Annual Report 

 
“After having contracted with the lowest bidders for furnishing material to be used in this structure, a working party was dispatched to build the 
necessary temporary quarters, storehouse, roadway, etc., for landing and taking care of material. This having been done, work on the tower was 
commenced the middle of July 1871, and has steadily progressed since that time. The prevalence of storms in this vicinity has, however, 
retarded its progress to some extent, as was anticipated. The tower and keepers’ dwelling are now well advanced toward completion. The 
lantern was set in August and the light will be exhibited for the benefit of commerce October 1st, 1872. 
     The difficulty of landing material at this station necessitated the erection of a derrick in Roanoke Sound in six (6) feet of water at which 
vessels could lie and be discharged of the stone used in the foundation. This was successfully accomplished at little expense,, though some 
delay was experienced owing to the want of promptness on the part of contractors for some of the material used in the structure. This work is 
built of the most substantial and durable material. It is 150 feet high and will show a light of the first order which can be seen more than 
eighteen (18) nautical miles. The base of the tower is a frustrum of an octagonal pyramid built of granite, surmounted by a brick shaft of the 
form of frustrum of a cone.  
     The establishment of this light will supply a want long felt by the commerce of the country, as may be readily seen from the number of 
wrecks that have been strewn along the beach from time to time for twenty miles to the south and the same distance north of the lighthouse. 
Efforts have been made to secure a correct list of the vessels that have come ashore near this station and the damage sustained by each, but up to 
the present time a full authentic list has not been obtained. 
     The following is a list of vessels that have gone ashore in this vicinity since the work of building the lighthouse was commenced, with such 
particulars as to tonnage, damage, etc., as could be ascertained: 
     Muscovade     Brig          160 tons      Cargo Sugar     Bound for Baltimore     Date of wreck     July 23, 1871 
     Marion           Schooner   350 tons     Cargo Iron        Bound for Savannah                                 Aug 20, 1871 
     Sarah Peters  Brig           180 tons      Cargo Furniture                 Savannah                                 Dec 13, 1871 
     Baltic             Barque       360 tons      Cargo Ballast   Bound for Florida                                     Feb 7, 1872 
     Willie             Schooner   164 tons      Cargo Sugar     Bound for Baltimore                                 Feb 14, 1872 
     Unknown       Schooner                       Cargo Coal      Bound South                                              March 1872 
     The Marion escaped with a loss of $8,000; the rest were total wrecks. 
     If $15,000 is allowed as the average value of each vessel and $10,000 the average value of cargo, we have in less than one year, viz.: from 
June 1871 to March 1872 a loss to this commerce of the country of $133,000 without taking into consideration the probable loss of life. Here is 
a loss of more than enough to build the lighthouse. Further comments on the importance of this structure and the one (for which an approbable 
loss of life. Here is a loss of more than enough to build the lighthouse. Further comments on the importance of this structure and the one (for 
which an appropriation is asked) between I and Cape Henry is deemed necessary. 
     A complete record of all vessels that have gone ashore near Body’s Island since the light-house was destroyed by the Confederacy has been 
sought, but there seems to have been no authentic record kept by any of the inhabitants in the vicinity and the information to be obtained I only 
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vague, and to an extent unreliable, but is well known that many valuable vessels and cargos and lives have been lost through many years.” 
 
365 
p.70 

 
08/23/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Door measurements 

 
365 
p.90 

 
08/31/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Major George H. Elliot, 
Engineer Secy, USLHB 

 
Lampist for setting up lens 

 
365 
p.92 

 
08/31/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Major George H. Elliot, 
Engineer Secy, USLHB 

 
Requests services of Lampist Funk 

 
365 
p.101 

 
09/03/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Major George H. Elliot, 
Engineer Secy, USLHB 

 
Lampist 

 
365 
p.111
? 

 
09/04/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Major George H. Elliot, 
Engineer Secy, USLHB 

 
Nomination of keepers 

 
365 
p.132 

 
09/09/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Capt. AJFenton, Master, tender 
Tulip 

 
Instructions 

 
365 
p.186 

 
09/20/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Instructions for painting tower 

 
365 
p.188 

 
09/20/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Major George H. Elliot, Engineering 
Secy, USLHB 

 
Progress report 

 
365 
p.235 

 
09/27/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Record keeping: supplies 

 
365 
p.267 

 
10/01/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, Engineering 
Secy, USLHB 

 
Board examination of keepers 

 
365 
p.287 

 
10/02/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of Construction 

 
Shipment of record-keeping materials for keepers 

 
366 
p.42 

 
11/03/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, Engineering 
Secy, USLHB 

 
Accounts 

 
LB 

 
12/01/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H.  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, Engineering 

 
Monthly progress report 
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327A Engineer  Secy, USLHB 
 
“During the month the carpenters have been engaged in getting out material for and completing back piazza of the keeper’s dwelling; making 
and putting down main steps and three pairs of end steps to piazza; laying two wooden walks, leading from the a dwelling to wood-house and 
privies; building a double privy; reboarding and fitting up the carpenter shop for use as a wood house; making a . . . ??? and hanging two gates; 
???  putting various fastenings on dwelling house, sheds, etc. 
     The blacksmith has been employed in putting flashing on piazzas; setting holes in dwelling walls for piazza ceiling strips; building two 
wooden platforms as cisterns; making damper handle and appurtenances for light-house lamp; making sundry fastenings for sheds, etc.; putting 
ladder rods under piazza; cleaning the engines preparatory to transfer; and assisting in whitewashing fence, taking down cement shed and 
spreading turf, etc., about the premises. 
     One of the laborers has been engaged . . . ??? 
     The remainder of the men (four) have been employed in taking down cement shed; caulking scow; putting up fence and whitewashing same; 
carting and spreading turf, etc., about the premises and moving and pilling old lumber; loading barge with brick for transfer to Cape Lookout, 
NC; hauling cement from site to wharf and storing the same in shed. 
     The entire work is now about finished.”  

 



 
 25 

Part III: Third Tower Maintenance & Repairs (1872 - 1904)  
 

 
Vol. 

 
Date 

 
Engineer/ 
Correspondent 

 
Recipient 

 
Topic 

 
 
 LB 
327A 

 
12/04/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains,  L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, 
Engineering Secy, USLHB 

 
Bird damage to lantern & lens 

 
“Altogether I counted (48) forty-eight damaged prisms. This is unfortunate, as I understand that there was not a flaw preceptible in the lens 
when it was first set up. It is a new one built in 1871 by Barbier & Finestre, Paris. 
     The brant are very plentiful this season in the vicinity of the light-house and there is danger of further damage being done.” 
 
LB 
327A 

 
12/??/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains,  L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, 
Engineering Secy, USLHB 

 
Have forms for bids for old lighthouse been printed 
yet? 

 
LB 
327A 

 
12/??/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains,  L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, 
Engineering Secy, USLHB 

 
Corrected tracing of parapet doors 

 
LB 
327A 

 
undated 

 
 

 
 

 
Wescott’s proposal to buy site of old tower for $65  

 
LB 
327A 

 
undated 

 
Peter C. Hains,  L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, 
Engineering Secy, USLHB 

 
Enclosures:  Etheridge & Burgess proposals 

 
LB 
327A 

 
01/16/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains,  L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, 
Engineering Secy, USLHB 

 
Requesting Stetson’s services for tower at Currituck 

 
366 
p.61 

 
12/05/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains,  L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Jeta Kegley, Asst US Treasurer, 
Baltimore 

 
Sale of house and mule 

 
366 
p.63 

 
12/05/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains,  L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, 
Engineering Secy, USLHB 

 
Sale of house and mule 

 
366 
p.94 

 
12/09/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains,  L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, 
Engineering Secy, USLHB 

 
Purchase of boat and sails 

 
366 
p.265 

 
01/11/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains,  L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, 
Engineering Secy, USLHB 

 
Sale of old tower 
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Vol. 

 
Date 

 
Engineer/ 
Correspondent 

 
Recipient 

 
Topic 

 
366 
p.288 

01/16/1873 Peter C. Hains,  L.H. 
Engineer  

Major Gorge H. Elliot, 
Engineering Secy, USLHB 

Sale of old tower 

 
366 
p.??? 

 
01/16/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains,  L.H. 
Engineer  

 
John Wescott & Co. 
Manteo, NC 

 
Acceptance of bid of $65 for old lighthouse sire 

 
366 
p.??? 

 
01/??/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains,  L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Keeper William F. Keatsel, 
Body Island 

 
Screen to protect lens from geese 

 
366 
p.318 

 
01/??/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains,  L.H. 
Engineer  

 
illegible 

 
Repair of lantern screen 

 
366 
p.338 

 
01/24/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains,  L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, 
Engineering Secy, USLHB 

 
Discharge of Stetson 

 
366 
p.403 

 
01/31/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, 
Engineering Secy, USLHB 

 
Transmittal of drawing of keepers dwelling with 
estimate and actual cost 

 
366 
p.421 

 
02/06/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
John Westcott & Co. 
Manteo, NC 

 
Receipt of $65 for old lighthouse site 

 
366 
p.486 

 
02/13/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Jeta Kegley, Asst US Treasurer, 
Baltimore 

 
Deposit of $65 

 
366 
p.427 

 
02/11/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, 
Engineering Secy, USLHB 

 
Transmittal of deed to Westcott 

 
LB 
327A 

 
02/13/1872 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, 
Engineering Secy, USLHB 

 
Deposit of $65 from sale of old site 

 
367 
p.16 

 
02/20/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, 
Engineering Secy, USLHB 

 
Transmittal of description 

 
367 
p.100 

 
03/14/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains, L.H. 
Engineer  

 
Major Gorge H. Elliot, 
Engineering Secy, USLHB 

 
Lantern screen 

 
367 

 
03/24/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 

 
John Westcott & Co. 

 
Conveyance of old lighthouse site 
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Vol. 

 
Date 

 
Engineer/ 
Correspondent 

 
Recipient 

 
Topic 

 
p.158 Engineers  Manteo, NC 
 
LB 
327B 

 
04/??/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, 
Engineer Secy, USLHB 

 
Notice to Mariners: New daymark 

 
“ . . the three successive Sea-coast towers on the coast of North Carolina, viz.: Body’s Island, Cape Hatteras and Cape Lookout will be as 
follows: Body’s Island black & white horizontal bands, Cape Hatteras black & white spirals, and Cape Lookout will have black and white 
checkers.” 
 
367 
p.158 

 
03/24/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
John Wescott & Co 
Manteo, NC 

 
Conveyance of old lighthouse site 

 
367 
p.261 

 
04/14/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Jeta Kegley, Asst US Treasurer, 
Baltimore 

 
Deposit of $3.43, balance of appropriation, to 
Treasury 

 
367 
p.343 

 
04/23/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, 
Engineer Secy, USLHB 

 
Request for new deed by Wescott for the old 
lighthouse site 

 
367 
p.346 

 
04/28/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Keeper William F. Hatsel, Body 
Island 

 
Use of old lumber for garden fence 

 
368 
p.76 

 
06/10/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains, Capt of 
Engineers  

 
Commissioner of Customs 

 
Account adjustments 

 
LB 
341B 

 
08/??/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Brig Gen OMPoe, Acting 
Engineer Secy, USLHB 

 
Monthly report: AThe single door apparatus was taken 
down and replaced by folding doors.” 

 
LB 
341C 

 
07/01/1874 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Professor Joseph Henry, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Monthly progress report 

 
369 
p.204 

 
11/10/1873 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Major George H. Elliot, 
Engineer Secy, USLHB 

 
Tracing of tablet 

 
370 
p.453 

 
04/23/1874 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Hugh Sissors, Baltimore 

 
Ordering tablet for 

 
370 

 
05/09/1874 

 
Peter C. Hains 

 
Messrs Paulding Kemble & Co., 

 
Drawing of watchroom vestibule 
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Vol. 

 
Date 

 
Engineer/ 
Correspondent 

 
Recipient 

 
Topic 

 
p.511 L.H. Engineer Coldspring, NY 
 
370 
p.534 

 
05/15/1874 

 
Peter C. Hains 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Messrs Paulding Kemble & Co., 
Coldspring, NY 

 
Loan of drawings 

 
LB 
341C 

 
07/01/1874 

 

 
Peter C. Hains, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Professor Joseph Henry, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Monthly progress report:   New tablet with name of 
station, date of erection, etc., placed in tower 

 
373 
p.268 

 
01/06/1875 

 
F. Harwood 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Keeper W.F. Howell 

 
Smoking in wood shed should never be allowed; 
however, smoking meat in cellar is permissible 

 
374 

 
Most of the letters in this volume are illegible 

 
374 

 
undated 

 
FTHarwood 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Keeper 

 
Circular: Format of letter keepers are to send 
reporting on conditions of their station 

 
374 
p.167 

 
04/01/1875 

 
FTHarwood 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Keeper 

 
Circular: Asking keepers to acknowledge passing 
ships with fog bell 

 
375 
p.359 

 
11/24/1875 

 
FTHarwood 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Keeper Wm. Hatsel 

 
Wood supply, use of cement shed, etc. 

 
“Your various letters have been received. You should write to the Inspector about your supply of wood and coal if it is running short. 
     All engineer material and equipment left at your station is abandoned and you are authorized generally to make use of it for any public 
purpose at the Station to which you may be fit to put it; also to enter the cement shed if you need to occupy it. 
     Your station will be visited for purposes of repair during the coming winter, when your walk will be attended to as well as any other matters 
which may need attention.” 
 
375 
p.126 

 
09/01/1875 

 
FTHarwood 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Dexter Stetson, Supt of 
Construction 

 
Keeper’s request for key to cement shed 

 
376 
p.187 

 
03/26/1876 

 
FTHarwood 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Joseph Henry, Chairman, 
USLHB 

 
Discharge of Dexter Stetson 

 
376 
p.334 

 
05/25/1876 

 
FTHarwood 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Joseph Henry, Chairman, 
USLHB 

 
Cracking of tower 
 

 



 
 29 

 
Vol. 

 
Date 

 
Engineer/ 
Correspondent 

 
Recipient 

 
Topic 

 
“I consider it necessary to call the attention of the Board to the condition of Body’s Island tower, as ascertained by me by personal inspection 
on the 5th instant, not that I think the structure is in any immediate danger, but that the Board may consider the cracking of the tower, as I have 
to report it, a matter of sufficient gravity to engage their attention. 
     At my first visit to the station in the fall of 1874 my attention was called to a crack in the masonry showing itself on the interior of the tower 
near the sixth landing of the stairway. It was then of trifling extent and open barely enough to insert a thin knife blade, but did not follow the 
joints of the masonry as in some instances the bricks were broken. 
     I directed the Keeper to note any material extension of this crack in his monthly report, but he noticed no progress until just before my visit 
of the 5th instant. I then found the tower in the following condition: The crack above noted had extended materially but had not opened 
perceptibly. Beginning about five feet above the 6th landing it extended downward nearly vertically to the 4th landing. This crack, which is the 
most extensive I have to report, is on the southern exposure of the tower and is supplemented by five additional ones of minor extent distributed 
at about yard intervals uniformly about the contour of the interior in the same region, all beginning at about the same horizontal reference as the 
principal one, i.e., about five feet above the 6th landing, four of them terminating at the landing and a fifth, which is nearly opposite to the most 
extended one, extends itself about halfway down to the fifth landing. Besides these, on the northern exposure there is another crack and next in 
length to the first reported. This extends irregularly from the 6th to the 4th landing. Again, still lower down the tower, on the southern surface of 
the interior, a crack extending from the 4th to the 3rd landing is observed. . . . 
     I was obliged to confine my inspection of the exterior to an examination of the masonry just above the stone cornice. Here I found the tower 
in similar condition as in the interior. A system of cracks of no considerable extent or magnitude was observed in this region about evenly 
distributed about the contour of the tower but could not be observed to any extent upward on account of the marking of the tower and want of 
appliances to reach more than a man’s height above the cornice. . . . 
     I am unable to assign with any certainty a cause for the cracking of this tower. I can only say that no evidence of any yielding of the 
foundation attracted my attention, although I made no minute examination in this direction. Still it should be observed in this connection that 
some time ago the oil house which was built in light bond with the tower was noticed to have pulled away from it, which was attributed to the 
even settling of the greater mass of the tower. The resulting crack was subsequently pointed up and there has since been no evidence of further 
separation or of instability in the foundation of the tower. 
     I do not think the cracks in the superstructure are due to any defect in the foundation, but rather judge from their even distribution about the 
contour of the tower and the fact that the longest ones I have observed are at opposite points of the compass, i.e., north and south, that the tower 
has as the Keeper asserts, a swaying motion under the effort of violent gales of wind and that this motion provails from east, i.e., north and 
south, that the tower has, as the Keeper asserts, a swaying motion under the effort of violent gales of wind and that this motions prevails from 
east to west.  
     Either this or a succession of strokes of lightning might account for the present condition of the tower, but neither can be asserted with any 
certainty. . . .” 
 
376 
p.368 

 
06/05/1876 

 
FTHarwood 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Joseph Henry, Chairman, 
USLHB 

 
Report from Keeper that cracks have extended 

     



 
 30 

 
Vol. 

 
Date 

 
Engineer/ 
Correspondent 

 
Recipient 

 
Topic 

 
374 
p.137 

10/09/1876 FTHarwood 
L.H. Engineer 

Keeper Wm. Hatsel Payment for repairing cart 

 
377 
p.183 

 
05/10/1877 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Keeper Wm. Hatsel 

 
Permission to make use of material of the old cement 
shed 

 
377 
p.418 
LB 
432 

 
12/10/1877 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Joseph Henry, Chairman, 
USLHB 

 
Inspection of cracks; recommends insulated lightning 
rod down the center of the tower & disconnecting 
ironwork of stairway from ironwork of lantern 

 
“I inspected the Body Island light station, NC, and found it in excellent condition, so far as care is concerned. I paid special attention to the 
cracks in tower, which had been repeatedly reported. The stone foundation shows no current indication of settling. Above the stone foundation, 
one can discern from the ground slight cracks in the brickwork . . . 
     On the inside I found one small vertical crack in lantern. . . . On the sixth landing I counted eight cracks, and found the largest ones. On the 
fifth, six cracks. On the fourth, eight small ones. Third landing, three cracks. Second landing, few and very slight. 
     The window sill on second landing is cracked. I do not think though, that it was cracked by the same cause that has cracked the tower. . . . 
the cracks do not appear to be from any regular settling. . . . 
     I observe that in many cases the cracks seemed to be most numerous near the point where the outer banister is connected with the brick 
work. In my opinion the method of conducting the electricity, attracted by the height of the tower, the mass of iron on top of tower, and the 
platinum tip on top of lantern, is very defective. There is more or less dampness in the brick work at all times from the outside storms.. . . In my 
judgment the damp walls, into which the landings and banister support are set, form a better conductor for the lightning, than does the long 
stairway landings, and copper rod at the bottom. . . . 
     I would respectfully recommend that an insulated lightning rod be run from the iron work of decking and lantern to the ground.” 
 
378 
p.59 

 
03/19/1878 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
E.H. Holway, Provincetown, 
MA 

 
Planting beach grass (procuring roots for) 

 
378 
p.108 

 
04/13/1878 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Keeper Wm. Hatsel 

 
Instructions for planting beach grass 

 
378 
p.258 

 
??/??/1878 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Keeper Peter Gallop 

 
Enclosing land for a garden 

 
379 
p.471 

 
09/05/1879 

 
illegible 

 
RearAdm John Rodgers, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Substitution of mineral oil for lard oil 
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380 
p.210 

 
09/16/1879 

 
?? 

 
RearAdm John Rodgers, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Printed instructions for use of mineral oil lamps 

 
380p.2
47 

 
01/19/1880 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Geo. D. Pool 

 
Garden 

 
“In reply to your request . . . to be permitted to enclose a plot of ground for a garden upon the land belonging to the L.H., I have no objection so 
long as your selection does not interfere with the others and the keeper has no objections.” 
 
380 
p.319 

 
02/20/1880 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Miguel ???? 
New York 

 
Order for panes of glass 

 
382 
p.410 

 
06/13/1881 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
RearAdm John Rodgers, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Replacement of the lamps 

 
“I have the honor to make requisition for two set of first order hydraulic float lamps to replace the old mechanical lamps at Cape Hatteras and 
Bodie Island . . .  
 Description of Body’s Island apparatus: 
Maker of lens, Barbier Fenestre.  Height of lamp with burner and bottom, 35 inches. Distance between the three pillars on which the lamp rests, 
16 inches.  Height of focal plane of the lens and top of the ring, 5 feet 3 inches.  Diameter of top ring of the cast iron cylinder on the top of the 
lens, 7 1/4 inches inside.” 
 
382 
p.412 

 
06/14/1881 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
RearAdm John Rodgers, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Estimate of $75 for repairing walls 

 
385 
p.2? 

 
09/07/1882 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Keeper Peter G. Gallop 

 
Bricks lost during destruction of landing stage 

 
385 
p.45 

 
10/23/1882 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Rear Adm RHHyman, 
Chairman USLHB 

 
Call bells 

 
386 

 
01/05/1883 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Keeper Peter G. Gallop 

 
Receipt for wire 

 
386 
p.177 

 
01/15/1883 

 
Levi P. Lucky 

 
A.J. O’Brison, Portsmouth Buoy 
Depot 

 
Shipment of electric batteries for call bells 
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388 
p.120 

 
10/02/1883 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Keepers 

 
Clearing of space between inner and outer smoke 
pipes to prevent fire 

 
LB 
59 

 
12/26/1883 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Vice Adm Stephen C. Rowen, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Lens apparatus 

 
“Barbier & Forestre, fixed white, 360E; Mechanical lamp now in use; height of lamp with burner, to focal plane, 2 feet 11 2 inches; distance 
between the center of the three pillars, 16 inches; height from focal plane to top of iron cylinder of lens inside 5 feet 8 inches; diameter of the 
cast-iron cylinder on toop of lens inside 7 3/8 inches.” 
 
389 
p.350 

 
04/29/1884 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Lightning protection 

 
“Lightning arresters will be placed on the electric bell wires near the dwellings as early as is practicable at all stations where electric call bells 
are used.” 
 
LB 
592 

 
04/29/1884 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Vice Adm Stephen C. Rowen, 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Recommendations for repair of cracks in tower & 
electric call bells 

 
Enclo-
sure 

 
 

 
Peter G. Gallop, Keeper 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Report from keeper on lightning strike 

 
389 
p.368 

 
05/09/1884 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
 

 
Copper cable for lightning conductor 

 
389 
p.401 

 
05/19/1884 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Jean Funck, Lampist, 5th District 

 
Shipment of 3 first-order burners and one set of 
dampers and pipes 

 
Enclo-
sure 

 
05/26/1884 

 
R.D. Evans, 5th Distr. 
Inspector 

 
OEBabcock 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Repairs required 

 
390 
p.25 

 
06/21/1884 

 
Jared A. Smith, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
 

 
Appointment of Geo. D. Pool 

 
391 
p.87 

 
12/01/1884 

 
 

 
 

 
Estimate for lightning conductor, repairs, and 
construction of oil house   $1075 
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392 
p.313 

06/25/1885 Jared A. Smith, 
L.H. Engineer 

Chairman, USLHB Need for oil house 

 
49 

 
03/30/1886 

 
Major P. Heap, USLHB 
Engineer Secy 

 
James F. Gregory, 
L.H. Engineer, 5th District 

 
Authorization for purchase of 7 panes of glass 

 
396 
p.304 

 
09/27/1886 

 
James F. Gregory, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
 

 
Appointment of John Wm. Ward as 2nd Asst Keeper 

 
396 
p.417 

 
11/21/1886 

 
James F. Gregory, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Purchase of Georgia pine for repairs to walks, cistern, 
and piazza of dwelling 

 
397 
p.67 

 
12/27/1886 

 
James F. Gregory, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Purchase of nails 

 
398 
p.134 

 
05/31/1887 

 
James F. Gregory, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Purchase of copper stove pipe for lantern 

 
398 
p.165 

 
06/06/1887 

 
James F. Gregory, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
 

 
Appointment of John Shannon as 2nd Asst Keeper 

 
738 
p.42 

 
07/09/1887 

 
JCMallery, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Change in engineer 

 
738 
p.132 

 
08/12/1887 

 
JCMallery, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Requisition for copper stove pipe for lantern 

 
Vol 51 
p.228 

 
09/03/1887 

 
James F. Gregory, 
Engineer Secy 

 
Capt JCMallery, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Purchase of chestnut posts and fence boards 

 
399 
p.161 

 
12/17/1887 

 
Capt JCMallery, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Shipment of 6 sheet-iron cylinder chimneys 

 
738 
p.442 

 
12/19/1887 

 
JCMallery, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Request for new sheet-iron cylinder chimney pipes 
and dampers 

 
398 

 
12/31/1887 

 
 

 
 

 
Estimate for shed wood and coal and wooden oil 
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p. 173 house    $250.00 
 
399 
p.452 

 
05/09/1888 

 
JCMallery, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Keeper Peter G. Gallop 

 
Authorization for repairs to inside of dwelling 

 
p.41 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Estimate for magnetic call bell system 

 
738 
p.794 

 
06/06/1888 

 
JCMallery, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Monthly report: Some of the plaster on the inside of 
dwelling has been repaired 

 
738 
p.864 

 
07/21/1888 

 
JCMallery, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
188 Annual Report 

 
400 
p.251 

 
10/19/1888 

 
JCMallery, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Need for detached oil house 

 
401 

 
04/09/1889 

 
JCMallery, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
 

 
Transmittal for specs for glass 

 
LB 
789 

 
06/25/1889 

 
JGMallery, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
Inspection Report 

 
“The wire net around the lantern is so near the glass that birds force themselves against the glass and break it. Several panes have been broken 
this way. There are leaks around the chimneys in the principal and assistant keepers’ dwellings. The porch is rotten.  
     I respectfully recommend that wood and coal sheds be supplied.” 
 
LB 
789 

 
06/30/1889 

 
JCMallery, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Chairman, USLHB 

 
1889 Annual Report 

 
“No repairs were made. New out-buildings, a new lantern screen, a system of magneto-electric call bells and repairs to the porches are 
required.” 
 
401 
p.378 

 
Fiscal yr 
ending 
06/30/1890 

 
 

 
 

 
$1,000 estimate for repairs to porches, outbuildings, 
new magnetic electric call system and lantern screen 

 
422 

 
06/30/1893 

 
Eric Bergland, 

 
Light-House Board 

 
Oil house needed for storing mineral oil 
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p.112 L.H. Engineer 
 
Vol 59 
p.200 

 
02/05/1894 

 
TAMahan, USLHB 
Engineer Secretary 

 
Eric Bergland, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Oil house authorization 

 
424 
p.254 

 
02/13/1895 

 
Eric Bergland, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Light House Board 

 
Inspection 
 

 
“The tower and lens were in good order. The keeper’s call bell was repaired. The window sills and casing in oil-room and one window in tower 
are partly decayed. Fuel sheds are wanted. The dwelling needs paint and whitewash.” 
 
LB 
1055 

 
03/09/1895 

 
Eric Bergland, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Light House Board 

 
Monthly Progress Report 

 
“The keepers call bell was repaired in the month of January.” 
 
LB 
1055 

 
04/23/1895 

 
Eric Bergland, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Light House Board 

 
Oil house 

 
424 
p.404 

 
04/23/1895 

 
Eric Bergland, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Light House Board 

 
Material for oil house 

 
“The sheet-iron magazines referred to are manufactured by the Garry Iron and Steel Roofing Company of Cleveland, Ohio, and have already 
been used with success, and with the Board’s approval, at stations in the 5th District. Their very reasonable price makes it possible, under 
favorable conditions, to establish oil-houses within the authorized limit as to cost.” 
 
LB 
1055 

 
06/30/1895 

 
Eric Bergland, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Light House Board 

 
1895 Annual Report 

 
“Repairs were made to the keeper’s call-bell apparatus in February. Window sills in tower and oil-room need renewing. A sheet-iron oil-house, 
12 feet by 18 feet in plan and 9 feet 8 inches high has been purchased and will be erected as soon as possible.” 
 
425 
p.422 

 
10/09/1895 

 
EHRuffner,   [?] 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Light House Board 

 
Use of Jessamine in construction of oil house 

 
428 
p.231 

 
08/30/1897 

 
EHRuffner,   [?] 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Light House Board 

 
Erection of stable by keeper 
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“The Keeper at Bodie Island light-station has requested permission to erect a small stable for his horse on the lighthouse tract just outside of the 
inclosure proper. He promises to build a neat structure and keep it whitewashed. He also asks permission to use a few feet of lumber for this 
purpose which were left over from the recent repairs at the station. 
     In my judgment, the proposed building will not be objectionable in any respect, and as it will be a convenience for the keeper I recommend 
that his request be granted subject to the condition that if found undesirable at any time, he is to remove the building at his own expense after 
reasonable notice.” 
 
429 
p.61 

 
02/07/1898 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Lighthouse Board 

 
Inspection 

 
“The tower is in good order except that the masonry is very damp. This keeps the whitewash on interior soft and flaky. When station is next 
under repair, I will correct this by using silicate of soda with the whitewash. Lamps and lantern in excellent order. Also the oil house and walks. 
Dwelling in good order, except a leak around one of the windows. Cisterns: One is good, the other is in bad shape. A new one should be built at 
an early date, and the remaining cistern is not sufficient to keep the station supplied with water and the surface supply from the drivewell has 
become brackish and unfit for use. Cistern pump is worn out. Left a new one. Fence is badly rotted and needs renewing. 
    Reservation boundary is marked by granite posts in good order.”  
 
429 
p.252 

 
04/24/1898 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Lighthouse Board 

 
Telegram re supplies 

 
429 
p.342 

 
05/31/1898 

 
Murdock, Assistant 
Engineer 

 
Lighthouse Board 

 
Operation as telephone/telegraphic station began May 
30 

 
429 
p.366 

 
06/04/1898 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Lighthouse Board 

 
Telephone/telegraph communication 

 
429 
p.38? 

 
06/18/1898 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Lighthouse Board 

 
Telephone communication 

 
429 
p.48? 

 
07/27/1898 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Lighthouse Board 

 
Operation as coast signal station 

 
430 
p.54 

 
09/08/1898 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Lighthouse Board 

 
Supplies for 1st order lamps 

 
 LB 

 
01/31/1899 

 
John Murdock, 

 
Lighthouse Board 

 
Transmittal of site surveys 
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1256 Asst Engineer 
 
430 
p.469 

 
04/08/1899 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Lighthouse Board 

 
Estimates for repairs 
 

 
“For new fences, new roofs on keepers’ dwelling, office and old oil house; new cistern, and repairs to window frames and plastering in dwelling 
    $1,800.00" 
 
Vol 70 
p.119 

 
08/31/1899 

 
Nistoxic [?], USLHB 
Engineer Secretary 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Asking for recommendation for new dwelling, with 
outhouses and cistern 

 
431 
p.290 

 
09/21/1899 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Lighthouse Board 

 
Recommendation for new dwelling 

 
“The present dwelling at the station is too small for the accommodation of the keeper and two assistants, and it is impossible for the keepers to 
have their families reside at the station for the lack of proper and sufficient accommodations; this does not tend to make the keepers contented, 
and to take the interest in the Station necessary to maintain it in the best condition.” 
 
Vol 70 
p.170 

 
09/26/1899 

 
Nistoxic [?], USLHB 
Engineer Secretary 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Request for estimate for new dwelling with outhouses 
and cistern 

 
431 
p.321 

 
10/24/1899 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Lighthouse Board 

 
$7,500.00 estimated for new dwelling with outhouses 
and istern 

 
431 
p.445 

 
12/12/1899 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Lighthouse Board 

 
Appointment of F.E. Simpson as 2nd Asst Keeper 

 
LB 
1327 

 
04/02/1900 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Lighthouse Board 

 
Monthly report:  Repairs to keepers’ dwelling 

 
LB 
1327 

 
05/01/1900 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Lighthouse Board 

 
Monthly report: extensive repairs to keepers’ dwelling 

 
LB 
1327 

 
06/30/1900 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Light House Board 

 
1900 Annual Report 

 
“Three hinges with bolts and screws were furnished for the watchroom door in September, and a pump and pipe for the water supply in 
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November. 
     In March and April comprehensive repairs were made. The shingle roofs of the keepers’ dwelling and porches, of the oilroom and the 
workshop were renewed. The door and window screens were recovered with netting. The cracks in the plastering of six rooms and the halls 
were pointed. A new brick cistern, 8 feet by 9 feet 6 inches by 5 feet 8 inches was built. The rusted parts of the oilhouse were replaced by new 
plate iron. The brickwork and the woodwork, generally, of the various buildings were put in order. About 1,200 linear feet of new fence was 
built, comprising 158 posts, 7,200 feet of rails and caps and 160 battens. 
     There is but one dwelling at this station for the keeper and his two assistants, and it is impossible for them to have their families with them 
because of the lack of sufficient and proper accommodations. This fact does not tend to make keepers contented or to induce that degree of 
interest in the station on their part necessary to maintain it in the best condition. 
     An additional dwelling with cisterns and the necessary outhouses can be built for $7,500, and it is recommended that an appropriation of this 
amount be asked of Congress for the purpose specified. (This item authorized to be included by the Board’s letter of November 17, 1899.) 
 
413 
p.273 

 
09/15/1900 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Keeper Peter G. Gallop 
 

 
Shipment of supplies for lighting apparatus 

 
414 
p.359 

 
09/11/1901 

 
John Murdock, 
Asst Engineer 

 
Keeper Peter G. Gallop 
 

 
Shipment of new wire netting for the lantern 

 
415 

 
12/14/1901 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Keeper Peter G. Gallop 
 

 
Instructions for using wire netting 

 
415 
p.44 

 
01/08/1902 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Keeper Peter G. Gallop 
 

 
Shipment of damper with key 

 
415 
p.118 

 
02/14/1902 

 
John Murdock, 
Asst Engineer 

 
Keeper Peter G. Gallop 
 

 
Shipment of wick holders and rings 

 
415 
p.231 

 
05/14/1902 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Keeper Peter G. Gallop 
 

 
Shipment of materials for telephone battery 

 
415 
p.457 

 
09/30/1902 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
2nd Asst Keeper F.E. Simpson 

 
Stable and henhouse requested by 2nd Asst Keeper 

 
415 
p.498 

 
10/27/1902 

 
John Murdock, 
Asst Engineer 

 
Keeper Peter G. Gallop 
 

 
Shipment of brass screw nuts 
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415 
p.443a 

10/15/1902 WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

Keeper Peter G. Gallop 
 

Perennial flower seeds to be planted 

 
434 
p.226 

 
11/10/1902 

 
John M, Hawley, 
L.H. engineer 

 
Light-House Board 

 
Recommendation of new keepers’ dwelling in annual 
Report 

 
416 
p.144a 

 
01/30/1903 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Keeper Peter G. Gallop 
 

 
Circular regarding cleaning of chimney flues and 
stove pipes to prevent fire 

 
416 

 
02/12/1903 

 
John Murdock, 
Asst Engineer 

 
Keeper Peter G. Gallop 
 

 
Supplies for lighting apparatus 

 
416 
p.19? 

 
02/28/1903 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Keeper Peter G. Gallop 
 

 
Nine packets of annual flower seeds 

 
416 

 
04/01/1903 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Keeper Peter G. Gallop 
 

 
What action taken with perennial flower seeds? 

 
416 
p.355 

 
06/18/1903 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Linesman W. Easby Smith, Life-
Saving Service 

 
Lightning damage to telephone and call bell system 

 
434 

 
09/10/1903 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Light House Board 

 
Telephone connections 

 
Vol 77 
p.118 

 
11/05/1903 

 
USLHB Engineer 
Secretary 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
Recommendation of new keepers’ dwelling in Annual 
Report 

 
417 
p.161 

 
02/02/1904 

 
John Murdock, 
Asst Engineer 

 
Keeper Peter G. Gallop 
 

 
Supplies for telephone battery 

 
417 
p.179 

 
02/08/1904 

 
WAJones, 
L.H. Engineer 

 
John M. Hawley, Inspector 

 
Tender to assist in repairs 

 
417 
p.329 

 
05/06/1904 

 
John Murdock, 
Asst Engineer 

 
Keeper Peter G. Gallop 
 

 
Repair of insect screens 

 
418 

 
10/23/1904 

 
John Murdock, 

 
Keeper Peter G. Gallop 

 
Shipment of repaired first order burner 
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p.1? Asst Engineer  
 
418 
p.199 

 
22/12/1904 

 
John Murdock, 
Asst Engineer 

 
Keeper Peter G. Gallop 
 

 
Shipment of wire for securing lantern screen 

 
** Unless noted these are volumes from National Archives Record Group 26 Entry 3 (NC-63) “Records of the Fifth Light-House District (Baltimore), 
1851 – 1912. LB stands for Letterbook 
 


