
Ri Bolivar Point light-station, Tex. 

(Established in 1852. Rebuil~ in 1872.) 

Authorized by act of Congress, for 
a lt-ho. on Galveston Island,Tex,Mar. 

" for a lt-ho. at Bolivar Point, Sept. 
" for a beacon on the North Breaker, 

3, 1847, 
28, 1850, 

to mark entrance to Galveston Bay,Aug. 3, 1854, 
" for rebuilding lt-ho. at Bolivar 

Point, near Galveston, July 15, 1870, 
" far completing lt-ho. " " " June 10, 1872, 

"Treasury Department, 

l 

$15,000. 
15,000. 

5' 000. 

40,000. 
10,000. 

Fifth Auditor's Office, December 29, 1849. 
X 
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X X X X X 
It is proper to remark that the two light-houses in Texas, at Bolivar 

~and Matagorda island, for which appropriations were made by the 
1rght-house act of the 3d of March, 184 7, have not been built. 'J'he 
sites were selected and purchased in that year, and the legislature of 
that State was called upon soon afterwards to cede jurisdiction over 
them as required by the act of Congress; but, from some oversight, the 
legislature adjourned without consummating it, not to meet again until 
the present winter. In the meantime, the appropriations made by Con
gress have been carried to the surplus fund. Hence it will be necessary 
that these appropriations be revived, if it be intended to prosecute the 
work, of which no doubt can be entertained. 

he recent survey of the entrance to Gafveston shows that tha 
erection of one, or at most two, small range beacon-lights on Bolivar 
Point, in connexion with the Bolivar Point light-house, would serve as 
a better and more reliable gmde to the harbor from sea than the light
vessel at present kept just inside the bar. 

The expense of these two beacons would be nominal compared with 
the expense of the light-vessel, which might be then dispensed with. 
Authority for this change and an appropriation of $1,700 will be re
quired if concurred in. The necessary materials for elevating the cast 
iron light-house towers at Bolivar Point and at Matagorda have been 
prepared, and the work of raising the towers and fitting them with 
proper lens apparatus will be executed during the ensuing winter. 

Jct>l."rl>' - The light-hou e at Bolivar Point has been raised about 24 feet and 
:.Q.SLU fitted with · a third-order lens apparatus. 
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;~6J.- "The following stations have been repaired and refitted du
------~' ring the year, and are now in operation: Ship Shoal, Shell 
~.If(. Keys, Southwest Reef, St.Joseph's, Round Island (Miss. ),Sand 

Island, Bolivar Point and Padre Island." 

J& 

350. Bolivar Point.-Though the present temporary structure, with 4th 
order lens, suffices for the present necessities of the harbor of Galveston, 
yet the importance of the Texas trade seems to require that a perrua
uent structure be erected. The third order iron tower, which was totally 
destroyed during the war, was found in every respect satisfactory for 
the exhibition of a light powerful enough for the locality, and the recon
struction of a similar tower and illuminating apparatus is recommended. 
An estimate of appropriation required will be submitted. 

Bolivctr beacon.-This structme was destroyed during the war. It was 
situated on a reef nearly a"·~•sh in ordinary high tides, running parallel 
to the beach and 200 or 3 0 yards distant from it. It- is hig:;::hfly:7:-p:";";r';';'obt'a':':-~------...... ...:::::,_ 
ble that the exposed position of this beacon prcYentecl its being lit when 
most wanted. As it only served for a range with the principal light, the 
necessity or expediency of its re-establishment will depend upon the 
locati6i1 assigned to the main light.. 

352. Bolivar Point, entrance to Ga.lveston Bay, Texas.-The present light 
at this point is merely a temporary one. An appropriation is asked, and 
an estimate submitted. The destruction of the original iron tower at 
this point made it necessary, at the close of the rebellion, to establish a 
temporary light, to assist vessels bound to this port, until an adequate 
appropriation could be obtained fi·om Congress for the erection of a suit
able structme. A light-vessel is now ready to be sent to be moored 
inside the outer bar, to guide vessels into the bay. 

Bolivar Point Becwon.- This beacon cannot be re-established before the 
new light is built, but the light-vessel, to be placed inside the bar, will 
serve as a substitute until the entire station is restored. 

3±7. Bolivar Point entrance to -Galveston Bay, 1'exas.-ATihe com
mencement of the rebellion there was a third class cast-iron light-house 
at this important point, leading to tlle best llarhor on the coast of Texas. 
During hostilities the tower >YUS taken do"lln, the material remo•ed, and 
possibly used for war purposes. Immediately after the close of the 

/ y4j0 reb.ellio.n a temporary light was establis.hed near the site of the old one, 
v / 1 wluch IS at present kept up, and dunng last year a light-vessel was 
~ placed inside the bar to render its passage at night comparatiwly safe. 

At the last session of Congress an appropriation of $±0,(100 (.July 15, 
1870) was made for rebuilding the light-house at this point, which will 
be sufficient for one of the third class. Instructions haYe been gi,-en to 
proceed witll the execution of this work, but, owing to the rigid quaran
tine which exists between New Orleans and Galyeston during the 
existence of the prevailiug epidemic, notlling can be done toward com
mencing work until after fi:ost. 

377. Bolivar7oint.-~'Hl attempt was made to purchase a new site fo~ 
the Lig-ht-house at such a point that the establishment of t\YO l{ange 

J./_R-~1 Ligllts would haye gi•en perfect ranges OYer the bar and through the 
!!_J-! channel of the harbor. The negotiations failed. Iu consequence of the 

failure to obtain a new site, the Board ordered the foundation for the 
new to"ller to be placed ou the old site, wllich was accordingly done. 
The foundation is complete. A dwelling for the light-keC'per, on the 
plan of that at Pass i£ Loutre, has been finished. The iron Light-house 
for this place is now under construction at tlle North. 

l 
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302. Bolirar Point, entrance to Galveston Bay, Texas.- T·he foundation 
of this light-house was completed previous to the last annual report. It 
is to be a conical sheet-iron to\\·er inclosing a wall of orick; tlle focal 
plane of the light (third order) to be 110 feet above the baf'\e. Wilen 
tlle tower had reached a height of 40 feet the past April, work was sus
pended by order of tlle board for want of funds. A uew appropriation 
of $10,000 llaving been grante1l, the construction party will ver,v shortly 
recommence and tile tower be completed at an early date. Tlle lens 
and all the iron-work nrc on the ground. 

409. Bolirar Point, Cllfl'li/I('C to Gall'e.ston Ray, Tuag.-The recom
,~ mencemeut of operations at Boliv:~r Point, "·hiell had be('ll sn,.;penlletl 
~·for want of funds, was undertaken Ill .A.ngust last. _.\.party ,1·ns organ

ized in ~Tew Orleans an<l sent to the station. By the end of October, 
the tower was finished, but the light could not be exhibited until the 
19th of :Xovember, by reason of delay in the arrival of the lante_rn
glass. The two-acre lot on which tlle ligllt-house and keeper'>5 dwellmg 
are built was inclosed by a picket-fence. 

-!'17. Bolirar Point, 1w1·th side of entnmce to Galreston Bay, Texas.
The to·wer and <lwellmg reeeived two coats of paint, and the plastering J g8'J ,.-as repaired: New gallery sil_ls _-were built ou_tllrce sides of the dwell

---- inp;. Tl1e kitchen and outlnuldmgs were ''h1tewashed. A new lens 
lias been ordered for thiH ;;tation to replace tl1e old one, wllieh is defect
i>e. Tl1e station is in gootl onll'r. 

/~ 48G. Bolivar Point, north side of entrnnce to Gnlveston Bay, Texas.-
~ A new lens was set up and mineral-oil lamps were fitted. 

497. Bolivar Point, rwrth side of entrance to Galveston Bay, Texas.-The 
tower was painted outside and whitewashed inside; the dwelling was 

Jm_ painted and put in thorough repair ; 1, 200 running feet of fencing were 
----'--1 

renewed, and various minor repairs were made. The station is in 
prime order. 

th-r. ~. 561. Bolivat· Point, entrance to Galveston Bay, Texas.-Tbe light·h?use 
/ 31'/: reservation was fenc~ in, ~he illum~nating apparatus wa~ exammed 

and adjusted, and varwus mmor repairs were made. 

GOG. Boliatr Point, ent-rance to Galt•eston Bay, Texas.- The roof of the 
dwelling was repaired with new slates wllere required. Tl.Je walls were 
replasterecl aroun<l tlle cllimney and tiles, tlle tin gutters ali around 
the l10use and the plastering inside the flwelling were repaired. Some 
1,200 running feet of picket fence were built and a number of minor re-
pairs were made. 

620. Bolivar Point, north side of the entrance to Galveston Bay, Texas.
Zn. .~. A ~u~vey of the site was made, also tracings of the reservation and 
/8811": bmldmgs. Four boundary stones to mark the reservation were fur
__..!- nisbcd and set, and numerous minor repairs were made. Tlle assistant 

keeper's dwelling was rebuilt. It is about 30 feet by 15 feet in plan 
with two pnrtition>1, is sheathed and eeiled on the inside, is weather
boarded on the outside, and lws a shingle roof. 

3 



Bolivar Point light-station, Tex. 

I
JJCQ, 815. Bolil•ar Point, entt·ance to Gulveston Bay, Texas.-A :first-order 
~oil house was built. 

855. Bolit•a1· Point, on Bolit•ar Point, north side ojilw entrance to 
/~ L.' Galvesto~ Bay, Texas .. -:-Repair.s .at this statio_n consisted in thoroughly 

1 0 JC/1: overhaulmg and repamng the keeper's dwellmg, removing the kitchen 
to one side and connecting it with the dwelling, and building new brick 
piers under the dwelling, two chimney~ and a cistern. A brick walk 
was laid from the dwe mg to the light-house, and a plank walk from 
the dwelling to the gate. The fence was repaired and all new work 
was painted . 

The Board has nuder consideration a plan for improving the aids to 
navigation at the entrance to Galveston Harbor which provides that 
Bolivar Point light, which is now a second-ord r ed white Iio·bt e 

changeato a Jive-second flash light, and that it shall form a r ange with 
the new light which it is proposed to establish at the entrance to the 
harbor. This plan is dealt with more specifically in the next paragraph 
under the head of Galveston Harbor. 

-. Galveston Harbor, Texas.-It is essential, owing to changes now 
taking place in the entrance to Galveston Harbor, that some altera
tions be rna e in the method of lighting now in use. The Bolivar 

·R'Q_ Point light is already some distance inland, and its value as an off-
L~~ shore light is, in consequence, greatly impaired, particularly during 

smoky or foggy weather, when the light is often invisible and does not 
afford any assistance to vessels approaching the entrance. It is essential 
that there be some efficient fog signal near the outer ends of the jetties 
to prevent vessels colliding with them in foggy or hazy weather. Itis 
therefore proposed that a new light pf the third order, with a steam or 
hot-air fog signal, be established near the outer end of the south jetty. 
It is further proposed, as before stated, that the character of the Boli
var Point light be changed from a second-order fixed white light to a 
:five-second flash light upon the establishment of the new light, and 
also that the position of the Galveston light-ship be changed from 
time to time until the full efl'ect of the north jetty shall be determined. 

The contemplated cnanges and new constructions as described, it is 
estimated would cost not to exceed $35,000. Recommendation is 
made tha; an appropriation of this amount be made for carryi~g this 
plan into effect. 

965. Boliral' Point, entrance to Galveston Bay, Texas.--Material for 
/5('qf0 extensive repairs was delivered and the work of general repair was 
~completed. 

/lltl'l 1031: Bolivar Point, on Boli~·ar Point, north si!le of entmnee to Gal
J.E..I.I- t•eston Bay, 'I'exas.-::\laterials for repairs were dt•livered . 

1104. Bolivar Point, north side of the entrance to Galveston Bay, 
Texas.-The old iron fence was replaced by a cypress picket fence 

/tlDO 5 feet high and 1, 750 feet long, with water table and baseboard, and 
~t is fitted with six single and three double gates and was painted 

metallic brown. The k eeper's dwelling was put in good order. The 
cisterns were inclosed and covered with a flat roof, and the inclosure 
and the cisterns were painted. Between the brick pillars, under the 
foundation of the house, 22 panels of lat.tice work were placed. Brick 
walks were laid around the cisterns and cemented, and the brick walk 
leading to the tower was cemented. A new galvanized-iron roof was 
put on the oil house. The tower was thoroughly overhauled. Vari
ous minor repairs were made. 

4 
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illo .~oliNU' Point, north side of the entrance to Galveston Bel?;, 
Texas.-An etlort was made to repair this station by contract, but the 
bids receiyed being considered excessive were rejected, and the work is 
being done by hired labor. Some 1, 786 running feet of picket fence 
was built and fitted with gates. Various minor repairs were made. 

--- - 11'76. Bolivar P oi11t,north side of the entra11ce_ to_ (}alvesto?~ Bay, 

l t;d.4 17' -About 329loads of earth filling was placed ms1de of the mclos-{' v .axas. . · d 
ure and ~ll gr~d?d. yar~ous rep_an·s w~re ma e. 

l 
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om ·'Statement of Appropriations, &c." 
m March 4, 1789, to June 30, tse ..... 
blished in 1886. 

General object (title of appropriation) , and details and explanations. 

:l<'OU.M 152. 

ell. - I "' 
.;:l § Reference to the ~ . ;: 
~ :c Slats. at Large. ;::l § .~ 
S-~ §~ ] 
~~ ~~ & 
d~ 0~ ~ 
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Bolivm· Point light-station. Q -;3 ~ ~ cJ5 ~ ·• .~ 
For tl1e erection of a light-house on GalYeston Island, in the I I I '"' 

State of Texas .............................................. Mar. 3, 1847 9 177 1 15,000 00 1 1849 I 
Sept. 28,1850 !J 502 1 1fi 000 00 1852 

:For a light-house at Bolivar Point .......................... S .......... .... . ........................ ' ........ ,185:1 l ·-- · · · ·· · · · .. · -·· ............. I................ 1854 
For a beacon on the North Breaker, to mark the entrance to 

GalvcstonBay .............................................. Aug. 3,18f>4 10 34~ 1 

F~·e~~~~li~~l~~~~- -t~~ -~i~-~~-~o-~~~~ -~~. ~-o:~~~t~·- ~~~~~·- -~e-~1:. ~-~~ { -~~::. ~~: ~~:? .. ~~- .. ~~~- ... -~-
l<'or completing the light-house at Bolivar Point ............... June 10, 1H7~ I 17 355 1 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . .............................••.. ' ...•.......... , •••• , ...•.. , ..... . 

5,000 00 185() 
40, 000 00 1871 

.. ..•. ...... .... 1872 
10,000 00 1873 
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1 

13, 978 10 
7,205 12 ······ ···- .... ···•·· .... ··-· 
1,232 30 .............. 1 162 58 

5, 049 18 1' 49 18 1 ... -........ .. 
21,187 51 ··-··· ..................... . 
23, !l20 30 5, 107 81 .•............ 
10,000 00 ............................ 1 
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1, 000 00 
6,421 90 
7,205 12 
1,232 30 

5,000 00 
21,187 51 
18.812 49 
10,000 00 
----
70,8;j9 32 76, 016 31 5, 156 99 1 14, 140 6s 1 
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No.205 
E<l. 1-13-15-1,000,000 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

BOLIVAR WfATHfRfO 
ANOTHfR BIG STORM 

GREAT BEACON AT GALVESTON BAR· 
BOR ENTRANCE "WAS HAVEN OF 

REFUGE FOR MANY. 

Les~ than one month ago The News 
published in Its Sunday magazine section 
a story of Bolivar lighthouse in which 
was recalled the experiences of the keep
er, H. C. Claiborne, on the wild night of 
the September storm, 1900 

olivar light, since ther.,. has weath
ered another and a wlldeJ"\ night with 
the s.ame keeper In charge and more 
storm tales have been woven into the 
history of the great beacon that stands 
at the entrance to Galveston harbor. 

Sixty people, a l~,rge part of whom 
were women and children, spent the 
night of the recent Texas coast storm 
huddled on the circular stairs inside the 
lighthouse tower. From the Immediate 
vicinity of Bolivar Point practically all 
families sought refuge in the tower when 
the water began to rise Monday after
noon, Aug. 16, and from that time until 
late Tuesday afternoon they were forced 
to remain in their cramped quarters, al
though they were glad enough of the op
portunity to so remain, inasmuch as dur
ing the night every moment had held the 
prospect of the great tube being hurled 
into the towering waves by the teriftic 
wind. 

H. C. Claiborne, keeper of Bolivar 
Light, who spent the night of the 1900 
storm in the tower, declares that unques
tionably the recent Texas coast storm 
was much more severe than its prede
cessor. The water, he says, was consid
erably higher and the wind prolonged 
to almost four times the length of the 
1900 hurricane. In the storm of that 
year none of the lighthouse station 
houses were wrecked, whereas in the re
cent storm all structures save the resi
dence of the keeper were swept away, 
and even that building was damaged. 

TIU'ne<l J,amp By Hand. 
J. P. Brooks, first assistant keeper, 

who was on watch during the early part 
of the night of the recent storm, de
clared that the big tower shook and 

wayed in the wind like a giant reec! 
hlle every moment he expected to feel 
e structure crumbling beneath his feet 
to have the heavy glass windows of 
lamp crushed in upon hiiil-
t 9:15 o'clock Monday night the 

mechanism which rotates the lantern 
was put out of commission by the furious 
swaying of the tower and from that time 
until 10 o'clock Mr. Brooks turned the 
big lamp by hand, clinging to the crank 
and working away as best he could while 

1 the wind rose higher and higher and the 

I tower ever swayed wider and wider In 
its teeth. 

I At 10 o'clock the vibration was so 
, great that it became Impossible to keep 
1 the lamp rotating at all. Mr. Brooks ac-

1 

cordingly trimmed the mantles of the 
lantern and left it burning. Desceading 
to the foot of the tower he found another 
hazardous task aw.aiti.n.g· him. '.rhe water 
had risen until it was neck deep over 
the tower floor and the big iron door 
which gives entrance at the ba~e had 
been dashed open by the wind. It be
came necessary to get this door closed 
to protect the tower from the wash or 
the current and :Mr. Brooks, armed with 
a rope, essayed to make fast the barriel". 
He was badly battered and bruised by 
the wind and waves before the task was 
accomplished but it was done at last. 

Slipped on Stairway. 
Christopher Morris, the second assist

ant keeper, during the night slipped and 
fell on the narrow circular stairway, 
badly spraining an ankle, which ren
dered him unable to assist in any worl<: 
for the remainder of the storm 

The light was kept burning throughout 
the night of the storm, but the next night 
and the next--Wednesday and Thursday 
-it did not burn, the first time since it 
was built, nearly a half century ago, that 
It has failed to shine for such an ex
tended period. The reason for the 
eclipse was lack of oil. The big tanks 
"\Vhich contain the oil supply of the sta
tion were broken up and swept away bv 
wind and water and the lantern was left 
without fuel. It was two days before it 
was possible to procure a supply by boat 
from Galveston and during tho•e two 
nights, therefore, the familiar beacon 
was not to be seen. 

Picture framing, frames, amateur fin• 
lshing. Maurer Studio, 418 23d at.
(Advertlsement.) 
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