Ri 2 Cacjus,--fender, ‘ 1
%M/%;# ; W,/ygy waruitil. Tolog- Lor- '
(Purchased from the Navy Dept. in 1865 for $10,000,
Re-built in 1870 for $20,000, Tonnage 200.)

"A gide-wheel steamer. She was purchased from the Navy
/J’é Dept. in June 1885 for $10,000, and was rebuilt in Sept. 1870
L% by Jemes Dean of New York for $20,000.
Measurement: length 120', beam 21' 8%, hold 8', draft
5', tonnage 200,
1873, Sept. 1873 was assigned to the 3rd district Inspector,
ngé? July 1880, repaired at an expense of $2,354,
May 23, 1882, Third Inspector writes giving in detail the
/882. co8t of repairs, Total, $17,534,15,"

), - ?
A steam-tender has been provided for this district, which is expected to do n & <

/g/éé-%he work heretofore performed by two sailing-vessels, better, more promptly, L= i
£=— and at less expense.

75% [, The steam tender provided for this district has performed valuable service. Q/Z;— & T

Buoy-tenders. W 7

. *
: The boiler of the steam tender Cactus, employed in the southern part of this
/ % district, having become unfit for service and unworthy of further repairs, a new
_____,7 boiler was put in her, last July, and her engine and machinery put in perfect Q’TD do
working condition. Some necessary repairs were also made on the hull of the 5
vessel, which was painted throughout. The Cactus, consequently, is in better
condition than she has ever been since she belonged to the light-house service. .

The steam-tender Cactus having been constantly employed during the
winter in attending upon the light-vessels and buoys in the southern part
of the district, authority was given to have her taken upon the railway

/ S/ 55/ and her planking and metal, which had been considerably injured by ice, .
~—repaired. Before, however, there was an opportunity to attend to these b f
repairs, the vessel took fire, (probably from the hair-felt about the head
of the boiler,) and was only preserved from total destruction by the energy
and presence of mind of her master. The damages, with the other repairs

authorized, were promptly attended to; the boiler protected from a like
oceurrence by being covered with galvanized sheet iron, and an iron
bulkhead substituted for one of wood near the forward end of the boiler. -
The vessel is now in excellent condition.

The steam tender Cactus, when not under repair, was steadily kept
at work. This vessel supplies all the light vessels in the district, and
sights their moorings once a quarter, which, with the care of the buoys

w and light-houses in the southern part of the district, requires her to be
in constant service. Her machinery is much worn, and her hull not suf- { :5
ficiently staunch for the duty required of her. In making a passage
from the Nantucket New South Shoal light-vessel to Nantucket, on

\L‘ October 17 last, she was overtaken by a gale, and was in imminent dan-
_ > ger of foundering. The sea broke over her bulwarks, doing considerable
damage, and the water gained upon both her pumps till within a few
inches of her fires and had not the gale abated somewhat, which enabled

“odi %, her to gain the lee of the island, she must have gone down within a short

' “time. me portion of her hull is constantly giving out, and the ex-

pense of keeping her in repair is quite large. She cannot be relied upon
to perform the duties much longer, and ought to be replaced by a new
and staunch steamer, for which an estimate is submitted. ' :



Ri Cactus, --tender, cont'd, 2

~ The tender second distr 1l
to do further duty without extensive repairs, was sent to the third

3 er Cactus, having been used in the s ict until unable 3 V. 3’7 Ja
/ . . : — gt~
.gZ« district, and has been, during the summer, put in thorough repair.

) - f_l.iﬁe steamer Cactus is in fair condition, but will soon require a new %'aa
+ Doiler.

 The steamers Cactus and Putnam have been actively engaged during
£ the year in attending to the buoyage of the district, delivering supplies
/ ‘2" to the light-houses and light-ships, and in conveying the inspector on %b
his regular tours of inspection. .
The is in fair condition. She will need during the year a new
boiler and some repairs to her hull, also new metal sheathing. The
Putnam is in geod condition and requires no repairs. . o

The steamers Q@ims and Putnam were, as usual, actively employed
_during the year in the work of attending to the buoyage of the district,
delivering supplies to the light-houses and light-ships, shipping appa-
ratus and materials to the other districts, and conveying the inspector gﬂ} ;
on his tours of inspection.
The Cactus is now undergoing repairs to her hull and receiving new
/W metal Where required. She is, considering her age and long service, in
fair condition.

The tenders Cactus and Putnam had much extra work to do in trying
to keep the iron buoys in place during the winter. Whenever it was
/ fj’/ practicable, the tenders were kept in constant movement to- replace
——_ ' Dbuoys carried away by the ice, and in trying to recover them. The reg- : \
ular work of both of the tenders—inspecting lights, delivering supplies ./ ¢
within the district, and shipping apparatus and materials to other dis-
tricts—was efficiently performed. :
The hull of the Cactus is in good condition; her gallows frame and
engine keelsons are rotten, and new ones are needed ; her boiler is ten
years old, and it would be advisable to have a new one built during the
summer and put on board in the fall; the engine needs extensive re-
pairs. It will cost $10,000, probably, to do all required to put her in
condition for several more years of good service.

" Cactus.—The tender Cactus was thoroughly repaired in hull and

machinery, and received a new boiler and connections. For the present

/___,year her expenses for repairs will, if she does not meet with accidents,
be very light. Her duties were carefully performed.

——

Cactus.—This tender received repairs to her boiler and machin- %
/873. ery, a new cargo-boat, and other articles of equipment. She is now in 2
fair condition.

The Cactus.—This steamer, as usual, rendered effective service. She %
/ 554+, is in good condition. Incidental supplies were furnished. : :

" The Cactus.—For a vessel twen‘y-four years old, this steamer is in

‘4"‘%’ good order. She was continually at work in changing buoys and light- p
/ﬁé‘ ships, in doing inspection service, and in delivering supplies, rations, %& .
—*and fuel. Among other things, she changed or replaced three hundred
buoys. She received necessary repairs and incidental supplies.




Cactus,--tender, cont'd,

The Cactus.—This steamer was also kept busy on inspection duty, de-
livering supplies, rations, and fuel, and buoy service. The Cactus is
twenty-five years old, and is therefore weak and worn. She leaks at all
times, but in any kind of a seaway she floods the saloon and gangways
and takes in water all over. During the year the Cactus changed or
replaced 206 buoys.

%

i

~

The Cactus.—This steamer was laid up in January last for repairs,

which consumed 134 days. Her condition was found to be so bad through-
out that she was practically rebuilt; new legs were put on the boiler,
and the machinery in general was overhauled. The repairs were fin-
ished by May 1, and cost $19,150. During the rest of the year she was
kept constantly at work attending buoys, carrying freight, and supply-
ing and inspecting stations. She is now equal to a new boat, and, ex-
cepting what may be caused by the wear and tear of service, she will
not need repairs during the present year. She steamed, during the part
of the year she was at work, 9,100 miles, on a consumption of 395 tons of
coal.

The Cactus.—This steamer commenced the year practically as a new
boat, and her repairs since have been slight. She was kept in constant
service atending buoys, carrying freight, delivering incidental sup-
plies, and making tours of inspection. She changed or replaced 453
buoys, and steamed during the year 12,070 miles on a consumption of
461 tons of coal. The engine is in good condition and will probably not
require much expense for current repairs, but the boiler is old and will
require frequent repairs during the year.

@ Bop
557
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The Cactus.—This steamer rendered good service attending buoys,
inspecting lights and'day-marks, delivering provisions and incidental
supplies, and in other important work. She received during the year
a new smoke-pipe, lining to the steam-chimney, a hoisting-boom, small
repairs to the hull and boiler, and necessary articles of furniture and
fittings from the general depot. The engine generally is in very good
condition. The boiler, with patching, calkin g and replacing split tubes,
is good for another year’s service, but as it is eight and a half years
old, it is proposed to contract for a new boiler, to be put in the vessel
in the summer of 1890, The Cactus changed or replaced 322 buoys, and
steamed during the year 10,425 miles, consuming 444 tons of coal.
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Cactus,--steam-tender.

"~ The Cactu —This wooden side-wheel steamer is stationed principally

in the eastern section of the district. She made 97 light-house inspec-
tions, delivered 685 tons of coal, 57 cords of wood, and 4,345 packages
of sunplies, and changed or replaced 245 buoys, recovered 10, and
painted 264 others. She was engaged 17 days in marking the trial
course for the United States ships Ericsson and Katahdwn, 5 days mov-
ing keepers, and 7 days changing light-ships. She was under repair 31
days, and she did duty at the depot 23 days. She steamed about 9,065
miles, and consumed some 512 tons of coal.

The Cactus.—This wooden side-wheel steamer attends principally to
the work in the eastern section of the district, with her home station
at New London. She wag laid up for repairs 23 days. She placed or
replaced during the year 248 buoys, painted 312, and recovered 7;

~_delivered 4298 packages of supplies, provisions to 48 statious, 791 tons

of coal, 71 cords of wood, and 34 barrels of lime; conveyed the Inspector
to 203 lights; gave 11 days to changing light-ships, and was 13 days
engaged in moving light-keepers and their effects. She was employed
for 23 days in attending to buoys to mark the trial-course of the United
States steamships Wilmington and Helena. In the performance of her
work she ran some 12,225 miles, and consumed about 587 tons of coal.
The Cactus is kept in good order and ready for service when required.

The Cactus.—This wooden side-wheel steamer was purchased in 1865,

/ngand is of about 200 tons burden. She has her headquarters at the

light-house depot at New London, Conn. She attends chiefly to the
wants of the light-house service in the eastern section of the district.
During the year she placed 6 new buoys, replaced 88, changed 115,
painted 287, and recovered 14, She inspected 246 stations, delivered
4,462 packages of supplies, 1,000 gallons of oil, 847 tons of coal, 83
cords of wood, and 31 barrels of lime. She placed buoys to mark the
safe channel through the mine fields in the Thames River, and placed
in it, for special service, 30 buoys and stakes. She was employed 12
days in changing and serving light-vessels, and made 45 deliveries of

- rations. She received boiler tubes, a new boat, ship chandlery, and

various other supplies.

Cactus.—This wooden side-wheel steamer was purchased as far back
as 1865, and is of about 200 tons burden. She is mostly employed
serving the stations and attending the buoys and beacons in the east-
ern section of the district, and has her headquarters at the New Lon-
don light-house depot. She changed or replaced 262 buoys, painted
382, and recovered 16 buoys. She delivered 34 barrels of lime, 554
tons of coal, 49 cords of wood, 15,870 gallons of oil and annual sup-
plies to the stations between New York City and Sakonnet Point, Rhode
Island, rations to 68 stations, and 4,487 packages of incidental sup-
plies. She inspected 97 lights, was under repair for 54 days, and
worked 34 days in preparing light-ships for duty and placing them on
stations, and in keeping in order the wharves, buildings, and property
stored at the New London depot. She steamed some 9,976 miles, and
consumed about 592 tons of coal. She received a crank pin and
brasses, piston rod, and boxes; the shaft, valve,and piston of the
steam steerer was renewed; the jacket of the steam chimmney was
refitted; patches were put on the boiler, and the furnaces and ash
pans were rebuilt. She received during the year cooking utensils,
hose, engineer’s stores, cleansing materials, and paints.




Cactus, steam=tender,

B Cactus.—This wooden, side-wheel steamer, of about 200 tons gross
burden, was purchased in 1865. She is now receiving a new boiler.

w She is chiefly employed in supplying the stations and attending the
buoys in the eastern section of this light-house district. She was
engaged in moving and placing light-vessels 14 days; transferring
keepers 5 days; attending electric buoys, pollplng depot, and remov-
ing wreckage, 10 days. The Cactus placed 6 new buoys, recovered
9, changed or replaced 189, and painted 273, and painted all the day
beacons in her section. She visited for inspection 162 stations, deliv-
ered 6,306 packages of supplies, 4,460 gallons of oil, 507 tons of coal,
40 cords of wood, 57 annual rations, and 34 b@}'rels_ of lime. She was
laid up for repairs 43 days. She ran about 9,663 miles, and co?sumed
some 540 tons of coal. Shereceived duringthe year engineers’ stores,
cleansing materials, ship chandlery, and paints. Her bottom was
calked and metaled where needed, her wheelhouse received new bat-
teries, sponses, and cleats; new wearing pieces were put in guard;
the boiler was patched; the engine received a piston rod, erank pin,
and brasses, and the steam steerer was Overhauled._

S 7 4 e e side-wheel steamer was purchased in 1865,
0) She is of about 200 tons burden. During the year she delivered 2,645
o 2 gallons of oil, 766 tons of coal, 64 cords of wood, and 54 allowances of
rations. With her, periodical inspections were made of 31 stations.
She was engaged 18 days in attending light-vessels, 79 in deliverin
supplies, 5 in moving keepers, 61 on buoy service, and 58 days at the
depot cleaning and painting buoys. The Cuctus replaced or changed
271 buoys, placed 6 new ones, recovered 11, and painted 254 buoys.
In doing this work she steamed about 10,884 miles and consumed some
520 tons of coal. A steel boiler was put in the Qactus, for which she
was laid up 52 days. She received during the year ship chandlery,
hardware, table ware, cooking utensils, galley furniture, and engi-
neers’ stores. '

/? 0 L Cactus.—This wooden side steamer was purchased in 1865, and is of
about 200 tons gross burden.  She made tours of inspection embracing
85 stations, and she was employed 16 days in att’enging light-vessels,
12 in moving keepers, and 65 days at the depot cleaning and painting
buoys and bagging coal. She changed or replaced 293 and painted 362
buoys.  During the year she delivered 9,500 gallons of oil, 625 tons of
coal, 42 cords of wood, 23 barrels of lime, and 55 lots of rations. In
doing her work she steamed about 11,760 miles and consumed some
635 tons of coal. The Cuctus received during the year minor repairs
made by the force at the general depot.
Cactus.—The Cactus is a wooden side-wheel Steamer—of 20U tons
gross burden. She was built for the Navy Department in 1863.and.__

m was transferred.in 1865 to the Light-House Board. Irom age and
bl decay, however, she has become unseaworthy and unfit to perform
the duaties required of her, principally the maintenance of the buoyage
J in the section of the district between New Haven, Conn., and Provi-
“e, * dence, R. I. Tt is a risk, except under favorable conditions of sea
and weather, to send her around Point J udith, to the light-stations on
Block Island, or'to any stations in the waters of the eastern end of
Long Island. She is frequently delayed, waiting for safe weather for
days, in the performance of urgent light-house service, and has been
unable lately on several oceasions to do routine work which, before
her deterioration, she was ready and able to do. Inasmuch, then, as
light-house work must be done under circumstances where the use of
a vessel in the Cactus’s unsafe condition is hazardous to the lives of
her officers and crew, she should be replaced by a modern vessel.

She changed 127, replaced 27, recovered 12, repaired 23, painted 334,
and placed 7 new buoys; delivered 742 tons of coal, 32 barrels of lime, 73
cords of wood, 5,260 gallons of mineral oil, and 3,871 packages of sup-
plies and rations to 51 stations. She was on inspection duty 8 days,
painted beacons 5 days, conveyed navy trial board and marked course
for submarine torpedo boats 7 days, moved light-keepers 11 days,
attended light-vessels 6 days, and repaired post lights 7 days. In
doing this work she steamed some 10,432 miles and consumed about

570 gross tons of coal. She received needed supplies and fitments.



steamer of 200 tons gross burden
Department in 1863, and was transferred in
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light-house district. It is estimated that such a tender can be by t at a cost of
$125,000, and the Board recommends that an appropriation of amount be

made therefor. , AN
» In’ consequence of the increase 1 the cost of material and labor
since the above estimate was made, it is now found that it will cost
$135,000 to replace the Cactus, and the Board therefore recommends

that an appropriation of this amount ke made therefor.

Cactus—This wooden side-wheel steamer of 200 tons gross burden

/903 was built for the Navy Department in 1863, and was transferred in

— 1865 to the Light-House Board. She placed and replaced 25 buoys,
changed 112, painted 221, repaired 43, and recovered 12; delivered

11,740 gallons of oil, 632 tons of coal, 21 cords of wood, 33 barrels of ;

lime, and rations and supplies fo 76 stations, and inspected 77 sta-

tions. She towed and tended light-vessels 28 days, moved light-

keepers 10 days, repaired post lights 3 days, and was 52 days under-

- goi airs. The rest of her time was devoted to ship’s duties and

other work by her crew at the New London, Conn., light-house depot.

She steamed some 9.745 miles. and consumed about 1271 tons of

‘ &=and e c
o se and buoy tender for buoyage supply and nspe -

this district, the total cost of said tender under contract authorized

therefor not to exceed $135,000. Plans and specifications are being

made for this vessel with a view of contracting for her construction. o

The Board therefore recommends that an appropriation of $85,000 |

he made for the completion of this vessel.

vacrus~—ThIS wooden side-wheel steamer, of 200 tons gross burden
/’Z@ was built for the Navy Department in 18623—, and was tlg:nsferred in

1865 to the Light-House Board. She delivered 1,565 gallons of oil
609 tons of coal, 27 cords of wood, 30 barrels of ,lime,grations to 57
stations, 228 packages of supplies, inspected stations 91 days, placed
or replaced 22 buoys, yed 195 buoys, painted 258 buoys, recovered
10 buoys, and repaired buoys 11 days; moved light-keepers 11 days, x
attended light-vessels 20 days, repaired post lights 4 days, was em- !
ployed at light-house depot 57 days, conveyed light-house officials 3






