CAPE MENDOCINO

LOCATION

The Lighthouse was located at Cape Mendocino, 420 feet above the sea. The
Fresnel lens is currently displayed in the Ferndale Fairgrounds. The cast iron
tower & lantern has been moved to a new location in Shelter Cove and will be
and will be displayed in Mel Coombs Park

CONSTRUCTION

[

The tower was cast iron that displayed the first order Fresnel lens.

EQUIPMENT

First order Fresnel lens, now in the Ferndale Fairgrounds. The tower was
abandoned in 1951.

LIVING CONDITIONS

VISITATION

The original location is closed to the public.

SOURCES

Pacific Northwest Lighthouses, 1997, by Bruce Roberts & Ray Jones, The Globe
Pequot Press, Old Saybrook, Connecticut.
Keepers Log, XV, #2, & XIII, #2

(Lighthouse-California Coast)



Chpe Wlendocino Liglitthouse Preservation Socialy - Satter Cove

Cira 1858

PO, Box 454
Shelter Cove. C5A. 95589

WE ARE ECSTATIC TO ANNOUNCE THE RELOCATION AND RESTORATION OF THE
CAPE MENDOCINO LIGHTHOUSE TO SHELTER COVE, CALIFORNIA.

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT (GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION) HAS CON-
CLUDED THAT THE DONATION OF THE LIGHTHOUSE TO-THE COUNTY OF
HUMBOLDT IS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE GOVERNMENT AND REPRESENTS
OPTIMAL UTILIZATION AND PRESERVATION OF THE HISTORIC STRUCTURE AT
SHELTER COVE. : . - =

THE CAPE MENDocxNo*LiGHTHOUSE,PRESERVATION'SOCIETY-SHELTER COVE
AS THE LESSEE, WILL RELOCATE, MAINTAIN AND PRESERVE THE
LIGHTHOUSE COMPLYING WITH THE GSA REQULREMEN”S OF SECTION 106 OF
THE NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT.

CURRENTLY, THE CAPE MENDOCINO LIGHTHOUSE'IS NOT VISIBLE NOR
ASSESSABLE FOR VISITORS TO ENJOY. THE RELOCATION, RESTORATION AND
PRESERVATION OF THE LIGHTHOUSE IN SHELTER COVE WILL HELP KEEP
COASTAL HISTORY ALIVE AND ALLCW YOU, THE VLSITOR ACCESS TO THIS
LEGACY.

DONATIONS ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR TEIS EXCITING PROJECT AND WE

WANT TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT......

CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION:

$1.00 TO $100.00 - CERTIFICATE

$101.00 TO $499.00 - BLUE SEAL
$500.00 TO $999.00 - SILVER SEAL
$1000.00 AND MORE........ GOLD SEAL .

PLEASE MAIL DONATIONS To._ ~_,“

CAPE MENDOCINO LIGHTEOUSE PRESERVATION SOCIETY - snELTxafcovx
P. O. BOX 454 i : '
SHELTER COVE, CALIFORNIA 95589




Several miles south of
Helen branstetter Bridge

over Bear @reek.
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CAPE MENDCCINO LIGHTHOUSE

LANTERN ROOM 15,000 POUNDS
WITHOUT LANTERN ROOM - 76,000 POUNDS
WEIGHT OF LIGHTHOUSE - 91,000 POUNDS
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Access road is 5. of
a mile north of bridge
26-05 and on the left.

Just after long turn
going up hill,

- Wall is % " thick
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. __Setteled 19" on
"4 hill side & 24"
on the Ocean side.

14, Miles from Ferndale on Highway 1.
45 Minutes at 25 to 35 MPH.

Side walls are % inch thick steel
16 - 15" hold down bolts securing
5° to 10° tilt from setteling,
Lighthouse is 133 miles from
Bob Bolen's house near Smith
River, Calif.



CAPE MENDOCINO

Cape Mendocino is California’s greatest headland, its westernmost

int, and its most prominent coastal feature. It is a mountainous

headland, the ancient landmark of the early Spanish navigators and the
galleons from the Indies.

At a time when there still lived those who had spoken with Chris-
topher Columbus, Cape Mendocino had already become important to
mariners. The Spanish sailors regarded the cape as a mysterious and
dangerous place, with swirling currents, heavy fog, and hidden reefs.
Such a place must be the breeding ground for scurvy, so reasoned the
superstitious Spanish seamen.

Those who sailed the galleons were wrong about scurvy, but they
were right about the rest. Cape Mendocino is a place of strong and
unpredictable currents, fierce winds, and rapidly changing weather. It is
a place of great climatic change. To its north the wind blows more
violently and the rain is heavier; to the south—below Punta Gorda—
there is less wind and rain, but more fog. To this day the Pacific Coast
Pilot urges that ships use “considerable caution’ when approaching
Cape Mendocino and warns of ‘“‘numerous rocks and sunken ledges”
offshore. The ocean has a heavy westerly swell that breaks not only
close to shore but in deep water as well. Even the bottom of the sea
contributes to the danger, for the bottom is irregular and there are
frequent depth changes so that soundings may confuse the sailor as to
his position. Yet nearly all coastwise vessels must pass Cape Mendocino,
as it is the major turning point in the northern California shipping lanes.

The cape itself is a high, wind-blown mountain. Its rolling hills are
grassy, furrowed by deep ravines in which the forest manages a foot-
hold. The seaward face of the headland is steep, dropping almost verti-
cally to a rocky sea. Two hundred and fifty yards offshore is beautiful
Sugar Loaf, a 326-foot-high rock, dwarfed by the cape.

By the late 1860’s it had become urgent that Cape Mendocino be
marked by a lighthouse. On September 14, 1867, the lighthouse tender
Shubrick was steaming up the coast with the men and materials neces-
sary to build a light station. The Shubrick was in dangerous waters, and
thirteen miles south of Punta Gorda she struck a rock. Water poured
through a hole in the side-wheeler’s hull. Fortunately, the Shubrick was

For nearly a century Cape Mendocino was unsurpassed in its importance to Pacific
Coast shipping. Distinctively a West Coast-type beacon, it bears a striking resem-
blance to Point Reyes light. (U.S. Coast Guard)
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On December 1, 1868, Cape Mendocino was lighted. A headland
used by mariners for three centuries was finally marked by great beams
of light that swept nearly thirty miles out to sea.

Despite frequent thick weather, there was never to be a fog signal at
Cape Mendocino. Blunts Reef is three miles to the west and the ship-
ping lanes passed two miles beyond that.* A fog signal could not nor-
mally be heard so far offshore. Instead, a whistling buoy was moored
off the reef as a sound signal.

Stations lacking fog signals were usually staffed with but one keep-
er. However, Cape Mendocino was to prove such a difficult station that
it would always have two or—more commonly—three attendants. The
wickies would be the westernmost residents of California, and they
were to see hard days on the edge of the continent.

Cape Mendocino was a large station in area (the reservation com-
prised 171 acres, almost all of it steep, sandy and gravelly fields), but
there were few buildings in the early days. Besides the lighthouse, there
was a dwelling, barn, carpenter shop, and some lesser structures. More
buildings would be added in coming years.

The new keepers probably had little idea of what they would face
at Cape Mendocino. It would come to be considered (along with St.
George Reef, Farallon Islands, Mile Rocks, Point Sur, Point Reyes, and
Punta Gorda) one of the coast’s roughest stations. When Cape Mendo-
cino’s keepers, in accordance with Lighthouse Service regulations, went
out in the morning to raise the American flag, they found that the
prevailing wind was so fierce that it was usually impossible to fly the
flag. After a few mornings’ attempts, the keepers probably began to
have an inkling as to what lay ahead.

Trouble began during the first two winters. The lighthouse’s massive
concrete foundation settled unevenly and slightly cracked the tower, no
small feat with a building made of thick iron plates. The new frame
dwelling was more flexible as it settled, but it was less than equal to the
wind. It became badly battered and began to shake apart.

In 1870 an earthquake struck and, again, the dwelling did not hold
up as well as the lighthouse. The residence had to be razed and rebuilt.
Three years later another earthquake hit. The ground actually split
open, the crack missing the lighthouse by just fifteen feet. The crack
was filled with concrete to restore stability to the site.

By 1875 the keepers were complaining of chimneys being blown
down and windows shattered by the wind. The rebuilt dwelling was still
no match for the gales. Eventually, it would literally be shaken apart by
*During the early days some vessels actually rounded Cape Mendocino using the

hazardous passage inside Blunts Reef. This was such a dangerous practice that most
shipping lines opposed the short cut and insurance companies refused to cover

vessels using it,
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the repeated windstorms. The house would become so loosened that
12-by-12-inch timber bracing would be necessary to hold it together,

In November, 1877, still another earthquake battered the reservs.
tion. However, it was the wind that frightened the keepers the most, ap
understandable reaction for a person who works and lives atop 3
400-foot—high cliff, One night the wind was s0 violent that the assistant

as destroying the sewage system,

Even when everything was intact, working conditions could be in-
tolerable. The watch house lacked even a stove for heat, and the keep-
ers often stood watch for hours in cold, wet clothes in the chill little
room.

Not surprisingly, the health of the keepers and the families suffered.
Throughout much of the nineteenth century, inspection reports listed
the health of those serving at Cape Mendocino as “poor” or “fair.” The
health of the residents of most other stations during this period was
described as “good” or “excellent.” Several of Cape Mendocino’s keep-
ers had contracted “lung disease’ and rheumatism., Conditions had be-
come so bad that the assistant keeper and his family were forced to live
in the oil house, a structure designed to accommodate kerosene, not
people. By 1900 the oi] house’s foundation was “unsafe,” the building
“Unsanitary” and “almost uninhabitable.” The structure was listed in
public documents ag beyond repair. Yet it continued to be all that was
provided assistant keepers. Even when a member of the assistant keep-
er’s family died, new dwellings were stil] not authorized.

Throughout the nineteenth century, conditions at Cape Mendocino
had been the most disgraceful on the California coast. Nature played a
major role, but it seems incredible that other building projects were
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.resid.ences had the distinction of being the hi
ings in the United States. The keeper’s house had a workshop and fue]

New dwelling under construction. 1908. (U.S. Coast Guard) '
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While in later years supplies arrived at Cape Mendocino overland
from Humboldt Bay, in the early years landings had been made by
lighthouse tender from the sea. Working a ship in past Blunts Reef and
other dangers had proven perilous. Passing through the surf was even
more hazardous. In 1881 a tender (either the old Shubrick or the
recently arrived Manzanita) anchored just outside the breakers, prob-
ably off the beach that is just to the south of the cape. Lighthouse
Inspector McDougal was to make the quarterly inspection, and he was
put over the side in a small boat. Commander McDougal began rowing
ashore, the light keepers undoubtedly waiting on the beach to help pull
the boat ashore. As the inspector attempted to pass through the surf,
the breakers became unmanageable. The boat capsized and Commander
McDougal was drowned. According to tradition, he was dragged down
by the heavy bag of gold coins fastened to his waist, since he was
bringing the keepers their pay. (A year later, McDougal’s widow,
Kate, was appointed keeper of Mare Island lighthouse at Vallejo, a
position she would hold for thirty-five years.)

The Cape Mendocino area would be the scene of at least nine major
shipwrecks, a number kept relatively small by the combined efforts of
Cape Mendocino light and the Blunts Reef Lightship, placed off the
reef in 1905. When the passenger steamer Bear ran ashore at Bear River
in 1916, survivors at first attempted to come ashore through the heavy
surf. The lifeboats were capsized, and five persons drowned. After wit-
nessing what Cape Mendocino’s breakers had done to their pulling
boats, those still aboard the Bear manned the remaining lifeboats and
rowed out to sea—to the Blunts Reef Lightship and safety. Much worse
was the wreck of the liner Alaska, which struck Blunts Reef in 1921.
Forty-two lives were lost; and when the crew of the Humboldt Bay
Lifeboat Station arrived, they found only the Alaska’s mast sticking
above the water.

In 1924, M. M. Palmer became a keeper at Cape Mendocino. Palmer
was well aware of the area’s recent shipwrecks, and he kept a sharp eye
on the sea. One day in October, 1926, Palmer saw that a passing steam
schooner, the Everett, was afire. A telephone line had been built, its
wires placed underground in some locations for protection from the
high winds, and Palmer quickly sent out a call for assistance. The situa-
tion was very serious. After the fire had started, the Everett’s crew had
been gassed by fumes. Palmer’s alertness allowed a ship to arrive in time
to rescue the helpless crew, and he was credited with saving their lives.

Through the 1930’s Palmer worked with first assistant P. Rickard,
and together they ran a well-managed light station. The dwellings were
still lighted by kerosene and heated by burning presto logs in the brick
fireplaces. With adequate shelter, Cape Mendocino could be a wonder-
ful and beautiful place, especially during spring when the wildflowers
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bloomed in the grasslands. Sea lions barked from the beach below, and
the gentle sound of the wind could be heard as it flowed around Sugar
Loaf. The light-blue sea could be seen stretching far beyond the little
red lightship off the reef,

At the outbreak of World War II, a coastal lookout was established
near the lighthouse. Cape Mendocino’s amazing view was to prove its
worth in short order. On December 20, 1941, the tanker Emidio was
torpedoed twenty miles off Blunts Reef by a Japanese submarine. Cape
Mendocino’s lookout, Coastguardsman Walter G. Muenther, was imme-
diately informed of the incident and his were the eyes which watched
over other American vessels as they rounded the headland that fright-
ening afternoon.

After the war, the station continued to be manned. Then, in 1950,
the Coast Guard began the long road to automation on the Redwood
Coast. Punta Gorda was the first to lose its keepers; and a few days
later—on March 3, 1951—Cape Mendocino Light Station was unmanned
and converted to automatic operation.

The first order lens was removed, to be displayed at the Humboldt
County Fairgrounds in Ferndale. The old lens was placed in a wooden

. information center and ticket booth which somewhat resembles the

actual lighthouse. It remains there today, and can be seen even when
the fair is not in session.

A pair of modern, rotating airways beacons (which had their own
small prisms) were installed in the Cape Mendocino lighthouse lantern
room, and the antique sentinel continued its time-honored duty. Even-
tually, however, even the rotating beacons were removed; and today the
lighthouse is dark.

A light still shines from the cape, but it emanates from a double-
drum, reflecting airways beacon atop a steel pole, 515 feet above the
surf. It is maintained by electricians from the Humboldt Bay Coast
Guard Station who arrive once or twice a month to service the light, a
radio beacon antenna, and a small structure filled with electrical gener-
ating and radio beacon equipment.

All of the interesting wooden structures are gone now. In 1960 the
Coast Guard burned the frame buildings in response to “squatters.” No
consideration was given to historical significance, and the dwellings
were destroyed completely.

Fortunately, the lighthouse was spared and it stands today. The old
sentinel still serves as a daymark for commercial fishermen and small
craft, a valuable feature since mariners have historically confused Cape
Mendocino with False Cape, four and a half miles to the north. The

Companion navigational aid to Cape Mendocino light station was the Blunts Reef
lightship. Storm warnings fly from Number 100’s foremast while the great rolling
hills of the cape loom in the distance. 1952. (U.S. Coast Guard)
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consequences of such an error have led to several major shipwrecks.

Presently, the lighthouse is closed to the public. There is a genuine
need to reopen the lighthouse so that citizens can return to visit such an
historic site. Cape Mendocino is a maritime landmark dating from the
days of the Spanish galleons, the former home of light keepers who
were the westernmost residents of California. Cape Mendocino is the
great turning point of the Pacific Coast shipping lanes, and its light was
for over a century perhaps the most important in California. From early
spring until late fall, the cape is usually blessed with good weather and
almost magical scenery. The old sentinel and the terraces of the former
dwellings lend themselves to a fine small park. Visitors would see one of
the earliest and best examples of a Pacific Coast lighthouse, a sentinel
unquestionably worthy of being included in the National Register of
Historic Places.

At this time, visitors must view the beacon from a distance. The trip
from Ferndale to Petrolia is pastoral and unspoiled. When the road
finally reaches the sea, the visitor is at Cape Mendocino. The road
descends the massive bluff which is the cape, and the high rock just
offshore to the north is Sugar Loaf. Drive south along the beach a half
mile or more and look back to see the upper portion of the lighthouse.
Above it, the automatic airways beacon flashes day and night. Here is
the farthest west and most exposed of all California’s headlands.

Scenic, 326-foot-high Sugar Loaf rock has long been associated in sailors’ memories
with Cape Mendocino light. New, automatic lights can be seen in the sentinel’s
lantern room, but the “‘umbrella-shaped” roof places Cape Mendocino architec-
turally among the earliest Pacific Coast lighthouses built in the 1850’s and 1860’s.
(U.S. Coast Guard)

s
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374, Cape Mendocino.—As reported last year, the lantern for this 1
light-house reached San Irancisco in-February, 1868, and after waiting
until the 20th July for the lens, and it not arriving, it was decided to
send the tower (manufactured in San Francisco) and lantern to the
Cape, as it would take several months to transport them there and put
them up, and it was hoped that the lens would meanwhile reach San
Francisco. This occurred, and on August 5th the leus was shipped to
the Cape. Trom the experience of the previous year in landing materi-
als at the Cape, and the serious delay aud expense that would have to
be incurred should any part of the iron work or lens apparatus be lost
or broken in landing, it was determined to ship all the materials for the
tower together with the lantern and illuminating apparatus, to Eureka,
Huwboidt Bay, and to transport them by wagons to the Cape, some
torty miles distant. In November everything was ready for the exhibi-
tion ot the light, and atter proper notice it was shown for the first time
on the night of December 1, 1563, and this important and very difficult
work was cousidered as colupleted. During the winter of 1867-'68,
immediately atter the completion of the dwelling-house, several small
cracks appeared in the walls, showing that the structure had not settled
uniformly; but no new cracks have since been developed, and no fears
are entertained regarding the stability of the building. When the
light-house was about to be commenced, the rocky slope on which it
was to be built had to be made level to receive the concrete of the foun-
dation. In summer this rock is very hard, but in winter it absorbs
water to such an extent as to become soft; so much so, in localities not
far distant, that masses of the steep bluffs sometimes slide oft' into the
sea. It is possible that such a slide on a small scale might occur on the
steep bank just above the tower, which was left in making the excava-
tion. As a proper precaution it is deemed advisable to slope the earth
or rock above the tower to a more gentle inclination, and to cover this
grade with a bed of concrete of sufficient thickness, and about twenty-
tive feet in width on each side of the center of the tower, with a large
drain at the top and a smaller one at the bottom, by which means all
the water from the mountain side, the summit of which is nine hundred
feet above the tower, will be diverted to the right and left before reach-
ing the tower, and the foundation thus protected. The materials
required to do this have been shipped to the Cape. When the dwelling-
house at this place was built, brick for the purpose, including a sutli-
cient number for two cisterns, were shipped from San Francisco. In
consequence of the inclemency of the weather, a small portion were not

T“anded, and theretore the cisterns were not built. At the time this was
wsidered of but little importance, because there was a spring near the
se where a suificient, though not abundant supply, of water was
wed. This vear. however, this spring has almost entirely failed,
the rain-fall of last winter having been under the average, and the !
greater portion of the water required has to be obtained from a stream |
one and a half miles distant. The materials for the two cisterns which |
now appear to be necessary have been shipped to the station at a cost
of $26 per ton (in coin) for transportation, the only other offer being at
$30 per ton. These matters are spoken of in considerable detail to
show the great difficulty of foreseeing everything which may be required,
and the consequent difficulty in making accurate estimates of the cost
of any projected work, as well as the great cost of even the most trivial ’
Tepairs or improvements upon this exposed and sparsely settled coast. |

367. Cape Mendocino, sea-coast of California.—A person claiming to be
the righttul owner of the land upoun which this light-house is built
brouglht suit to eject the keeper, and to obtain possession of the station.
The case was tried at the June term of the district court of the eighth
judicial district. at Eureka, California, and resulted in a‘uonsm‘t.

/872

) i * California.—During the month of
6. e Mendocino, sea-coast of _Calzfomzq. During )
N::emggll': 1871, the k’eeper’s dwelling and cistern, referred to in the

last appual report, were completed. ~ i .-
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aenaocino City, Bay of -AMendocino, California.—By direction of the
board examinations for light-house purposes were made at the ¢ south
point of entrance to the harbor of Mendocino City,”and of a ‘point four
and a half miles to northward of Mendocino City,” surveys have beeu
made of the localities ; the necessary maps will be prepared and a special
report made in regard to both.

Shelter Cove, sea-coast of California, forty-fire miles north of the Bay of
Mendocino.—In June aun attempt was wade to land at this point to ex-
amine a proposed light-house site, but a heavy swell made it too danger-
ous to attempt a landing.

438. Cape Mendocino, sea-coast of California.—There is a settlement
of the ground, caused by an earthquake, iu the ravine to the north of
the tower, the limits of which are well defined by a continuous crack in
the earth. The south line of this crack passes through one end of the
cement retaining-wall and within 15 feet of the tower; this has been
filled up with concrete and well rammed. Granite posts were cut and
sent there to be planted at the corners of the reservation to mark its
limits. A suit, Buhue ¢s. Chism, to eject the light-house keepers at
this station—a suit involving the title to the site—was decided on the
10th of October in favor of the United States.

/378

453. Cape Mendocino, sea-coast of California.—Funck lamps hstlve b’ﬁm
farnished to this station, and some gexge_ral repairs have been ?O}t) e.Th \ei
dwelling requires extensive repairs, which will cost aboulf $‘1,dd U wg:;
repairs can be made to better advantage during Septem ex.au 'cd' :
thap at any other time. During the prevalence of the st{ ong winds ?1
summer it is almost impossible at times for any one to go from the dwell-
ing to the tower, so great is the force of the wind. .~

/578

465. Cape Mendocino, sea-coast of California.—Quite extensive repairs
have been made at this station during the past year. The dwelling,
which is exposed to the heavy winds frequent at this point, had become
quite shaken, the chimneys were blown off, and windows stove in. The
structure was thoroughly braced fromn the outside by 12-inch by -12-inch
timbers extending from masonry abutment on the ground to the timbers
of the second story of the structure. Substantial shutters were also
made for the windows, and the chimneys repaired. As large droves of
cattle roam over the cape, a fence to inclose a sufficient portion of the
reservation for the keepers is required and will be built.

/878

468. Cape Mendocino, sea-coast of California.—This station, needing a
more abundant water supply, was furnished with the pipe necessary to
conduct the water from a spring in the rear of the keeper’s dwelling.
Now that the work is completed, the supply of water will be sufficient
for all purposes, even in a dry season. The walls of the keeper’s dwell-
ing were injured by an earthquake, but no damage was done to the tower

or lens apparatus.
/880

497, Cape Mendocino, sea-coust of California.—A new hood for the lens
apparatus.cand a new lining for the dome of the lantern, were ordered;
the tower was repainted.  Several panes of plate glass were furnished
for the lantern; ihe dwelling was repainted.  The chimneys, one of
which had been Town down, and the others upon examination being
found defective, were rebuilt. A large quantity of glass was furnished
to replace broken panes in the windows, A small barn and carpenter’s
shop were built; a fenee, inclosing the light-house structures and about
four acres of Innd around them. was built. A survey of the reservation,
showing the location of the light house structmes, fences, roads, c.,
was made.
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515. Cape Mendocino, on the 1western extremity of Cape Mendocino, Cali-
Jornia.—A small but strong sleeping shanty should be built at the tower
for the accommodation of the keepers. The distance from the tower to
the dwelling is 300 feet, and, in winter, on dark stormy nights. in this
exposed locality, it is not only disagreeable but actually dangerous to
go from the dwelling to the tower. Again, there is no stove in the
watch-room of the tower; it is injurious to the health of the keepers to
stand watch in their cold, wet clothing. Several of the keepers have,
contracted lung diseases in this manner and others have suffered trom
rheumatism. The usual minor repairs were made.

4-1-%1

527, Cape Mendocino, on the western slope of Cape Mendocino. Califor-
nin. —New sleeping-gnarters for the keepers were erected. This build-
ing is solidly framed. to resist the violent and almost incessant gales
which prevail at this site. It has a chimney arranged for a stove. and
two sleeping-bunks. It is but a few feet from the tower and 300 feet
from the main dwelling. Several minor repairs were made. but the
dwelling is old. and much decayed and will not last many years longer.
This is probably the windiest site occupied by any light-station in the

country. The station is only in fair order.

/88

538. Cape Mendocino, on western slope of Cape Mendocino, California.—
The keeper’s dwelling was thoroughly repaired. All the buildings were
painted and various minor repairs were made. On January 27, 1884,
an earthquake occurred at this station, but without damage to any of
the buildings. Slight repairs are still required; otherwise the station

is in fair condition.
/7887

636. Cape Mendocino, sea-coast of California.—In the early part of the
fiscal year the unfinished repairs and improvements, which were sus-
pended last year for lack of funds, were completed. The barbed-wire
reservation-fence was built of posts 10 feet apart, with four Cambria
link-wires stretched 10 inches apart, and about 5 feet high, The dwell-
ing roof was reshingled, and a dry stone retaining-wall, 6 to 7 feet high,
13 to 3 feet thick, and 65 feet long, was built in the rear of the dwelling,
and general repairs were made.

/&&8

661. Cape Aendocino, sea-coast of California —The lard-oil lam ps were
replaced by those burning mineral oil. A new safe wagon road is much

needed at this statiou, and it will be made if the right of way can be
obtained at a reasonable price.

/887

701. Cape Mendocino, sea-coast of California.—There is no practicable
means of communication between the county road and the light-station.
A good wagon road about a balf a mile long has been laid out. But it
is found that while about 1,550 feet of its length is on the Government
reservation, some 1,120 feet are on private property. The owner offers
to sell the right of way, 25 feet wide over this strip, for 825. The cost
of making the road will be about 8500. The amount of the abst of
making an examination of the title and other legal expenses must be
provided. It is therefore recommended that an appropriation of $1,000
be made for the purchase of the right of way, for the legal expenses of
80 doing, and for building the road.

3
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801. Cape dlendocino, on western slope of Cape Mendocino, California.—
The following recommendation, made in the Board’s last annual report,
is renewed :

There is no practicable means of communication between the county road and the
light-station. A good wagon-road about a half mile long has been laid out; but it
is found that while about 1,550 feet of its length is on the Government reservation,
some 1,120 feet are on private property. The owner offers to sell the righi of way, 25
feet wide over this strip, for 825. The cost of making the road will be about $500.
The amountof the cost of making an examination of the title and other legal expenses
must be provided. It is therefore recomroended that an appropriation of §1,000 be
made for tho purchase of the right of way, for the legal expenses of so doing, and for

building the road.
189/

820. Cape Mendocino, seacoust of California.—The road leading from
the county road to this station is in bad condition. For several years
this piece of road, a little more than a half mile in length, was almost
impassable, and it is only with great difficulty and at an excessive cost
that teams can be hired to transport supplies to the station, and all in
consequence of this little piece of bad road. Repairs are made annu-
ally, but the grade is so steep, the rainfall so heavy. and landslides so
frequent that it is practically impossible at any reasonable expenditure
of money to maintain this road in even a fair traveling condition. Sur-
veys for a practicable road to reach the station were made. Somel,120
feet of the proposed new road are over land the owner of which offers
to convey the right of way to the United States.

\
The following recommendation, made in the Board’s last two annual

reports, is renewed:

There is no practicable means of communication between 'the(county road and
the light-station. A good wagon road about a half milelong has been laid ont; but
it is found that while about 1,550 feet of its length is on the Government reservation,
some 1,120 feet are on private property. The owner offers to sell the right of way,
25 feet wide over this strip, for $25. The cost of making the road will be about $500.
The amount of the cost of making an examination of the title and other legal ex-
penses must be provided. 1t is therefore recommended that an appropriation of
#1.000 be made for the purchase of the right of way, for the legal expenses of 8o
doing, and for building the road.

/1872

858. Cape Mendocino, seacoast of California.—The road leading from
the county road to this station is in bad condition. TFor several years
this piece of road, a little more than a half mile in length, has been
almost ithpassable, It is with great difficulty and at excessive cost
that teams can be hired to haul supplies to the station, and all because
of this short piece of bad road. Repairs are made annually, but the
grade is so steep, the rainfall is so heavy, and landslides are so fre-
quent that it is practically impossible to maintain this road in fair
traveling condition with any reasonable expenditure of money. Sur-
veys for a practicable road to reach the station were made. Some
1.120 feet of the proposed new road are over private land, the owner of
which offers to convey the right of way to the United States.

The following statement, made in the Board’s last annual report, is
repeated :

The road leading from the county road to this station is in bad econdition. For
several years this piece of road, a little more than a half mile in length, was almost
impassable, and it is only with great difficulty and at an excessive cost that teams
can be had to transport supplies to the station, and all in consequence of thix little
piece of bad road. Repairs are made annually, but the grade is so steep, the rain-
fall so heavy, and landslides so frequent that it is practically impossible, at auy rea-
sonable expenditure of money, to maintain this road in even a fair traveling condi-
tion. Surveys for a practicable road to reach'the station were made. Some 1.120
feet of the proposed new road are over land, the owner of which offers to convey the
right of way to the United States. 4
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The following recommendation was made in the Board’s last three anmnual re-
orts:

’ -There is no practicable means of communication between the county road and
the light-station. A good wagon road about a half mile long has been laid ont: hnt
it is found that while about 1,550 feet of its length is on the Government reservation
some 1,120 feet are on private property. The owner offers to sell the right of way,
% feet wide over this strip, for $25. The cost of making the road will be abourt $500.
Che amount of the cost of making an examination of the title and other legul ex-
»enses must be provided. It is therefore recommended that an appropriation of
1,000 be made for the purchase of the right of way, for the legal expenses of so
loing, and for building the road.”

An appropriation of 8500 was made by the sundry civil act, approved
n August 5, 1892, but it is insufficient. An additional appropriation
f 3300 is needed to enable the Board to do the work, and it is recom-
1ended that this amount be appropriated therefor.

/1873

§84. Cape Mendocino, on the western extremity of Cape Mendocino,
California.—The chimneys on the south side were torn down to 3.
feet Lielow the roof and rebuilt to the proper height. An appropria-
tion of $500 was made, in the sundry civil appropriation act, approved
August 5, 1892, for the purchase of the right of way for a road to this
station, but it is insufficient for the purpose, as the cost of establish-
ing the road is estimated to be 81,000, It is, therefore, recommended
that a further appropriation of 300 be made.

901. Cape Mendocino, on the western extremity of Cape Memlocino,
California.—The following statement made in the Board’s last annual
report is repeated:

An appropriation of $500 was made in the sundry civil appropriation .act al')proved
Angust 5, 1892, for the purchase of the right of way for a road to this station, but

it is insufficient for the purpose, as the cost of establishing the road is estimated to
be $1,000. 1t is therefore recommended that a further appropriation of $500 be

o /895

917. Cape Mendocino, on the western extremity of Cape AMendocina,
California.—A topographical survey of the station was made. The'
keeper’s double dwelling, built twenty-three years ago, was in a dilapi-
dated condition. Contract was made for the repair of the building,
which was to be torn down to the foundation and rebuilt to a story aund
a half, using such old timber as was suitable. Work was begun in
May, and by the end of the fiscal year the contractors had torn down
the old frame, repaired the foundation wall, and had the new frame up.
The work is still in progress. As the dwelling, when rebuilt, will be
smaller than the old two-story structure and will not accommodate
all the keepers and their families, another one-story cottage will be
required. The plans therefor were made, but no funds are available
for its construction. It is recommended, therefore, that an appropria-
tion of 83,500 be made for the construction of the new cottage.

/87

1018. Cape AMendocino, seacost of California.—The contractor for build
ing the roadway, after beginning work, refused to carry it to completion§
As his contract was without bounds it could not be enforced. The wor
is now being done by hired labor, and will soon be completed.

The keeper’s dwelling was completed. The dwelling as rebuilt is on
story and a half high, and affords less accommodation for keepers tha
the old building, which was two stories. There is, therefore, not sufi
cient room for all the keepers, one family being compelled to occupy the}

=
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building formerly used as an oil house. The plans approved by th
Board contemplated the construction of an additional cottage for th
assistant keeper. It isestimated that a proper structure can be erecte
for 85,500, and it is recommended that an appropriation of that amoun

be made therefor.
/7827

1023. Cape Mendocino, on the western extremity of Cape WUendocine,!
California.—The roadway from the county road was completed. It jg
higher up the hill than the old road apd reaches the station over an
easier grade. The dwelling completed last year is smaller than the old
building. As the accommodations for the keepers are insuﬂ‘xcient, one
family is compelled to occupy a structure formerly used as an oil house.
The following recommendation made in the Board'’s last annual report
is therefore renewed : -

The plans approved by the Board contemplated the construction of an additional
cottage for the assistant keeper. It is estimated that a proper structure can be f
erect::d for $5,500, and it is recommended that an appropriation of that amouns be

made therefor. 3
/878

1023. Cape Mendocino, seacoast of California.—The following recom-
mendation, made in the Board’s last two annual reports, is renewed :

The plans approved by the Board contemplated the construetion of an additional
cottage for the assistant keeper. It is estimated that a proper structure can be
erected for $5,500, and it is recommended that an appropriation of that amount bo

made therefor.
/877

39, Cape Mendocwno, scacoast of California.—The following recom-
liendation, made in the Board’s last three annual reports, is renewed:
The plans approved by the Board contemplated the construction of an additional
ttage for the assistant keeper. It is estimated that a proper structure ecan he
Tected for @5.500, and it i~ recommended that an annronrintion of that amount be

LRSET &ttol p1:700p0 g

i i se here and the supply of mineral oil is kept in the
w:f}:f rgsl:dmt)"o(;ﬂtll;%uapparatus. In case of fire the entire tower andt:
apparatus would in all probability be dqstroyed.. _O‘Ymg to tpe 139!3_ 2
tion of this station it is impossible to build a brick oil house for -3.'».0,
the amount hitherto allowed by Congress. It is estimated that a sujt.
able fireproof oil house can be built for $1,000, and the Board recon,.
mends that an appropriation of this amount be made therefor.

/70/

49. Cape Mendocino, seaconst of Cal{fornia.—The roadway was
repaired. The act of June 6, 1900, appropriated $1,000 for the con-
struction of a masonry oil house at this station. A stone oil house |
was built. The temporary structure now occupied by one of the
keepers is almost uninhabitable, on account of its had and unsanitary
condition; it is also unsafe, as its foundations are so poor that it has
settled several times during the last year, and although each time it
has been raised and temporarily repaired, it has subsequently settled.
As it was originally huilt for an oil house and not a dwelling, no per-
manent improvement can he attempted. |

The following recommendation, made in the Board’s last five annual
reports, is renewed: i

The plans approved by the Board contemplated the construction of an additional - ,
cottage for the assistant keeper. It is estimated that a pbroper structure can be

erected for $5,500, and it is recommended that an appropriation of that amount be
made therefor. ’
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ol Cape Mendocino, seacoast of Californio.—This station is situated
on the side of a hill sloping toward the ocean.  The surface is loam

overlying hard clay, below which is the bed rock. Ever since the sta- |

tion was built there has been a constant slip of the surface over the
rock. sometimes so great as to cause serious injury to the foundations
of the baildings. A landslide occurred last year, eracking the foun-
dations of the keeper’s dwelling, and on one corner letting it down
away from the sills, This damage was repaired by raising up the
walls and underpinning them. The footings of the wall at the worst
corner were increased in area and sunk 5 feet deeper than they were
«rivinally.  The hillside back of the oil house was given an easy slope
unl covered with dry stone paving to prevent erosion, cement walks
were Juid between the building, and a wind-break was built between
the tower and the oil house. Various repairs were made.  The tem-
porary structure now occupied by ong of the keepers is almost unin-
fabitable. on account of its bad and insanitary condition; it is also
ansufe, as its foundations are so poor that it has settled several times,
sl although each time it has heen raixed and temporarily repaired it
has subxequently settled again.  As it was originally built for an oil
sonseand not a dwelling, no permanent improvement can be attempted.

The following recommendation, made in the Board’s last six annual
ports, is renewed:

The plans approved by the Board contemplated the construction of an additional

“tawe for the assistant keeper. It is estimated that a proper structure can be
sected for §5,500, and it is recommended that an appropriation of that amount be

/9038 (de sl PL)

55(.1 Cape Mendocino, seacoast of California.—The following recom.
[ il .
mendation, made in the Board's last seven annual reports, is renewed:

The temporary structure now occu

lo o temporary structure 1 pied by one of the keepers is almost uninhabita-

nmeanitarvoandition: it jsalso unsafe, as its f lati
. . : S S 1t= foundations
are o0 po as i . '
and terl)nl())gr;hr?ltvltr: a_se&tlgd several times, and although each time it has been raised
} opairec it has eubscquently rettled again.  As it was originally
: ¥ 3

built for an oil house and n i
] ot a dwell i Y
attempted. It is estimated that a pro‘pfr lsltlfl’lcno Fean bo ervcta] prcaient can be

is recommended that an appropriati 5
t ppropriation of‘timt amount be made therefor,

57. Cape Mendocino seacoast of California.—The land has again
-slipped, causing more settlement of the foundations of the dwelling,
oilhouse, etc., and the conditions are such as to call for some imme-
-diate action to prevent further and more serious damage. The struc-
ture occupied by the assistant keeper is unsafe for occupation by
himself and his family. During a recent windstorm the building
was so shaken that its occupants were obliged to remove to the tower
for safety. -

The following recommendation, made in the Board’s last nine
annual reports, 1s renewed, and the immediate need for it can not be

‘too strongly urged: AS BvE _—_—

/708

57. Cape Mendocino, seacoast of California.—TI .
ommendation, made in the Board’ f f —The follow

and the immediate need for it can

The temporary structure now occupied by one of th
habitable on account of its bad and uns:mi.tm'y (.‘Oll(lit?():{le;e[i)tel;: i:lls:(l)hlr:gi'tlfgm:;
Its topndatlons are 8o poor that it has settled several times, and althou;:.h éﬂci]
time it has been raised and temporarily repaired it has éuhsequentlv sett'lod
again. As it was originally built for an oillhouse and not a d\\'ellill,'.,". no per-

tent mpr ement can be ‘ltte"]]) & X d th er s * (3]

mar oV e *an ] ted. It is estimate that a proper structur

can be erected for $-) 500, and it is eCcom t n appropriation o tha
y y I mended that a prop. ti f that

owing rec-
s last ten annual reports, is renewed,
not be too strongly urged :

ture can be erected for 5,500 and it |

l
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57. Cape - Mendocino, seacoast of California—The earthquake |
caused a settlement of the foundations of the keeper’s and the assist- !
ant keeper’s dwellings, cracking the former and wrecking the latter.
The act approved on June 30, 1906, provided $5,400 for a dwelling
for the assistant keeper, the construction of which dwelling will be

undertaken soon. .
/707

59. Cape Menaocino, seacoast of California—The act approved os }
June 30, 1906, appropriated $5,400 for the rebuilding of the keeper's "
dwelling here. Plans were approved and the work was commenc

!







December 13, 1988

130 Morrison Lane

Smith River, Ca. 95567
Mr Wayne Wheeler:

I am going to abandon my project of moving the Cape
Mendoceno Lighthouse.

A round trip from here to there is 266 miles™ I leave »
from here before 8:00 in the morning, spend about one hour on
the sight and get home after 6:00 in the evening. What the
project needs is a person on the sight.

This last time there I took a welder with me and came
up with a lot heaver figure that before. When we were talking
about it before you said its weight was about 66,000 pounds.

You are much closter than I was..We havent come up with our
figureyet but working on it.

Chuck Townsend, manager of the Humboldt Fair Board in Ferndale
707-786-9511 was interested. They have looked into moving
it before but couldnt justify the cost.

It should be relocated before too long as as the soil has
setteled 19" on the high side and over two feet on the lower
side.

Theﬂérticlg in the Keepers log did not generate any
revenue but I did get an offer of help fronMr Allan Skaar of
Alameda. This was generous of him and I appreciated his
offer .

Sincerely

Bob Bolen



January 5, 1989
Dear Wayne:

A bit of an update on Cape Mendocino Lighthouse. I have
sent you a sheet like this before but it has been modified‘some.
The shocker came when we figured out its wéight. A fairly close
weight is 91,000 pounds. The lantern room could be lifted depending
upon the amount of floor that went with it. The rest would have
to be dismanteled bolt at a time and hauled to the new sight.

An aireal picture I took of the lighthouse shows the soil breaking
away close to the cement.

Origionaly the road was fairly level going to the site. Near
where lower road drops off towaerd the lighthouse the upper road
has setteled as much as 10 feet but is still usable.

Another surprise was the two decks were 1" thick and this
runs the weight up quite a bit.

My last trip to the bay area I went to Pier 36 to see the
Light Ship. Suprise! Suprise! ’

Sincerely

A Gt

%o binders. What do I owe you for freight.

What is the purpose of the second keepers walk?

Having trouble with my new typewriter,
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Maritime Museor™

January 14, 1989

Commanding Officer

United States Coast Guard

Coast Guard Island -

Alameda, CA . 94501

Attention: Aids to Navigation Officer

“Dear Sfr,

B The Humboldt Bay Maritime Museum, Inc., a non-profit
educational California corporation is now in the beginning
stage of planning to remove, retain, and preserve the Cape
Mendocino light house. The maritime museum has been working on
this project for the past 11 years, but because of lack of
funding and the resources necessary to complete the project
we have been postponing any major activities that we needed to
start.

We are now working with the United States Army, Ca11forn1a
National Guard, Companies A and B located at 3517 W Street,
Eureka. The two Companies have volunteered their services to
remove the light house and relocate it here in Eureka next to
the maritime museum at 1410 Second Street hopefully on the
City of Eureka's redevelopment property. We also have been
in contact with Group Humboldt Bay who have been most helpful
with our program.

However the time has come for us to contact the main
source, the 11th district to see what is necessary to continue
with our goal in saving this historic artifact.

I am sure you are aware that the Humboldt Bay Maritime
Museum is the group that saved the Table Bluff light house
that is now located at the Woodley Island Marina in Eureka.

1410 Second Street ® Eureka, CA 95501 @ (707) 444-9440
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March 3, 1989

Mrs. Marlene Greenway

Bureau of Land Management

P.O. Box 1112

Arcata, CA 95521 T e — s e -

Dear Mrs, Greenway,

This letter is in regards to Cape Mendocino Lighthouse located on Bureau of
Land Management property just north of Petrolia, California.

As you probably know, The Humboldt Bay Maritime Museum is interested in moving
this unique structure to Eureka and place it next to the maritime museum.at 1410
Second Street, Eureka. The museum has been interested in the Lighthouse since the
1980's and now has the necessary equipment and manpower to move it to our area.

The Cape Mendocino Lighthouse has a grand history and deserves to be saved.
Our museum is proud to say it has saved the Table Bluff Lighthouse now located
at Woodley Island. The lens is maintained in perfect condition inside the
museum building.

Any help you can give us with this cause would be most helpful.

Sincqrely,

Leroy Zerlang
President - o —
Humboldt Bay Maritme Museum

7 - i e

cc: California National Guard
Companys A & B
3517 W Street
Eureka, CA 95501
Lt. Bonensedt
Commander
United States Coast Guard
Eleventh District
400 Ocean Gate Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90822

Wayne Wheeler

National Lighthouse Society
244 Kearny Street

Fifth Floor

San Francisco, CA 94108

LZ/1lad
1410 Second Street ® FEureka, CA 95501 ® (707) 444-9440
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UNITED STATES LIGHTHOUSE SOCIETY

964 CHENERY ST,, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94131 (415) 585 - 1303

25 January 1988
dt Bay Maritime Museum

Leroy,

2rtainly has heen some time eaince we corresponded. The 11th Coast
District, kindly, sent me a copy of vour letter to then regarding the

ation of the Cape Mendocoino lighthouse tower. The relocation of that
has long been a dream of mine. While I was s2till with the Coast
I had an engineering project to move 1it, with the help of the

arnia  Air National Guard, to Ferndale and put the lens back in it. But
regime came in and shot down the project.

a4y event, if it isn"t relocated soon a mud slide, erosion or an

gquake is  going to gend it over the aide. If you ever need a letter
ua  supporting the project to move the tower please let me know. The
a2l Conservancy folks have asked our advice on spending funds on
srnia lighthouses in  the past and I am on (I think) good terms with

tate Historic Preservation Office people.

ave a 1ot going on this year what with the Bicentennial of the Light-

vice, but next yvear I hope to get out on the lecture circuit more

may bhe able +to get up vour way. I have promised the Crescent City

= that I'd do my talk up there...zo 1f you're interested give me a
I'd 1like to ses what yvou have done with vour museum.
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244 Kearny 5t. - 5th Flecor, S.F. CA 94108 (415)

k__ - A NON-PROFIT HISTORICAL & EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY ——-—j

)



UNITED STATES LIGHTHOUSE SOCIETY

244 Kearny St. - 5th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94108
(415) 362-7255

Keeper Lou Burton 13 June 1989
P.0. Box 271
Ferndale, CA 85536

Dear Lou, ‘

Thanks for the letter (with SASE...very thoughtful) and opportunity to edit
your brochure. Overall it look-VERY good. I have made a few notations and
enclosed our fact sheet on the station. Automation and removal of the lens
do not have to be concurrent. Often the Coast Guard replaced a Fresnel
lens with a modern optic long before a station was automated. So the 1948
relocation and 1951 automation are correct dates...as far as I know.

I have seen the lens, actually gone in the faux lantern room, and it’'s in
terrible condition; dirty, oily, bullseyes missing, ete. It is there on
long term 1loan from the Coast Guard. Years ago I tried to have the tower
relocated to somewhere in the area and married with the lens, but that
project (when I was with the Coast Guard) fell through. It could still
happen, I would suggest the Humboldt Bay Maritime Museum folks...not the
Sons of the Golden west...they are just into ceremonies and plaques - not
real projects. Leroy Zerlang is the person to contact at the HBMM.

Again, nice job on the brochure...and we’ll mention it in the Log.

Warm regards,

Wayne Wheeler
_Head Keep~
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June 5, 1989

Dear Wayne,

Please take a minute of your very valuable time to edit
the attached flyer. Add, delete, change, ‘any suggestions
will be greatly appreciated.

My paste - up needs refining, but I'm concerned
with content at the moment. The picture is nof mine. I willt
replace it with one of mine as soon as I get the film pro-
cessed.

j &

Can you double check the automation date? A plaque on
the 1ens base says the lens was moved here in 1948.
The plaque links the Sons of the Golden West with the

establishment of the lens here. If in the future plans to

LL}ig ,Lx¢~L/€Q¢_/€26d
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make some change come about perhaps that organization would
be a starting place. I will eventually check this out.
may be that the fair people don't actually have a lot to say

about the lens. Would I be correct in assuming the Coast §

Guard still owns” the 1éﬁg§ﬁé£%&
I have not contacted the Fairgrounds people in refer-

ence to putting out the flyer. They may not be especially

happy if I do it. If they were interested in utilizing it
as a tourist attraction they would be doing the publicity

How can we reword the item about the lens being accesible

themselves. I, however, don't really carel! It is such a <
wonderful opportunity to view a lens up close. -

How about putting a blurb in thé Log regarding the lens?
to the public? I don't want to imply that the lens can be ‘;%

{

seen from inside the lantern room. It is viewable from the
outside only, but it is low enough to be quite clear. I went
by recently early in the morning. I was west of the lens as

the "sun came up. The glow was fantastic.

Have you seen the lens in its present location? If not é?

I'l1l send some pictures. You mentioned the number of panels.

If a panel means what I think it means, there seem to be 16. \§79g’
Is that possible? I really am a novice at lighthouses. The

lens and base are set in the fence so we can see it from one

\
N
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September 7, 1988

130 Morrison Lane

Smith River, Calif, 95567
U.S. Lighthouse Society
130 St Elmo Way
San Francisco, Calif, 94127

Mr Wayne Wheeler:

I would like to take part_in removing the Cape Mendocino
Lighthouse to a new location but reality rears its ugly head.
To drive to the lighthouse from here is over 250 miles round trip.
This and a limited income would restrict me from becoming the
prime mover.

So much for the negative side# I see an estimated cost of -.
$10,000.00 to move it to the new locationif we can get the Reserve
Chopper to move it, Most of the cost will be for a welder and
a helper if he needs one. Cut the lantern room below the top
keepers walk., It could be either flown to the new location
or hire a crane to lift it off and set it on the grount to be
flown off later. This way it would require the Chopper once.

Next weld 2" galvenized water pipe one foot apart in three
locations across the diameter of the lower wall. Top center and
bottom. Another pipe for support on a 45° from the center of
each diameter pipe. The welder would then cut between the two
pipes vertically on both sides splitting the lower section in
half.

Some rough figures tell me that there are 969 Sq. Ft. in the lower
wall. The walls are %" steel which weighs 10.4 pounts per Square
foot. This brings its weight to 10,077 pounds without considering
the ribs and floor. The floor is %" pie shapped steel about 2'

at the wide end. Maby three,

They do a good job on welding ships so the assembly would
be no problem,

The plcture showing the lower % of the tower wall aiso shows
the bad section of the road. A pickup could traverse this with
the welding equipment. Would have to be widened for a Crane.

--= Another problem- to be resolved would be where to put it.

I understand at one time FEureka wdnted it. I have got some flack
of the model being at the Ferndale fairgrounds.

As for me I would just like to see it preserved, repaired
and located where the public can enjoy it.

Sincerely

Lot Belom —



UNITED STATES LIGHTHOUSE SOCIETY

130 SAINT ELMO WAY, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94127 (415) 585-1303

Keeper Robert Bolen 17 September 1988
130 Morrison Lane

Smith River, CA 85587

Dear Bob,

Thanks for the very detailed letter on Cape Mendocino and the photos.

I think there are a few things that have to be worked dd% before any
relocation of the tower can proceed. e

1. Permission from the Coast Guard.
2. A firm site to install the tower.

3. Cooperation from the California Air National Guard

4. Funding (I think the Coastal Conservancy would make funds available).

I could handle a lot of this but I'm up to me eyebrows with the Fall Log,
the opening of the 1lightship, the bicentennial next vyear and all the
various elements of the society.

I will mention vyour project in the Log and ask for funds and assistance
using you as a point of contact. If this isn’t acceptable please advise.

I sure appreciate your creativity, willingness to work hard and interest on
the preservation of our lighthouse heritage.

Warm regards and best wishes,

Wayvne Wheeler
Head Keep”

L‘ A NON-PROFIT HISTORICAL & EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY e NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT —————/
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UNITED STATES LIGHTHOUSE SOCIETY

130 SAINT ELMO WAY, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94127 (415) 585-130“

/‘

M. Guy Towsrs 14 August 1584
1857 Freshwater Rd.
Eureka, CA 95501

Dear Guy,

Tharnk .you +for vour lebtter and interest in our favorite subject. You are
gquite a resouwrce and 1 know we will enioy sharing lighthouse information,

Funta Gorda is, indeed, under BLM...in fact they burned a&ll the buildings
(save those concrete structwes) in the 1940°'s to "keep the hippies oubt’,
how creative! Really not much left of that out of the way station.

There are no plans to dismantle Cape Mendocino. I would like to see that
cast diron  tower moved to the Ferndale Fair Grounds and reunited with the
lens that is at that location in a facsimile wooden tower. I+ something
ien't done a slight earth tremor, I'm afraid, will send her over the side.
I think the towsr is, at least, eligible for inclusion on the Mational
Register.

We have some information on the stations youw are researching. I would
also recommnend the National Archives at San Bruno, CA and the Bancroft
Library at U.C. Berkeley.

We would love to have any pictures you have of the two stations that we
don’t and we are prepared to pay for copies.

I have enclosed our brochure which, I hope, will shed some "light" on our
society.

Regards,

Wayne Wheeler
Head keep’

A NON-PROFIT HISTORICAL & EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY e NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT ——J
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AGREENENT | ‘/7h/6)

Date DECI £¢ e

This pgreement is entered into between the U. 5. Coast Guurd and
the City of Ferndule, Oulifurnia for the loan on the pert of the Coamst
Guard of an obsolete Lighthouse loné known as first order rotuting lens
complete with pedestal and olockwork formerly installed et Cepe iendocino P
Light S;ntlon. Califorcia,

It iz understood on the part of the City of Ferndeale, California
that the loan of this lens is for an indefinite period of time and that
it remeine the proparty.of the Unitaq Stetes of Ameriea. It 4s further
understood by the City of yerndale, Oalifornie thet the lens is loaned

solely for the purpose of exhibition,

CITY OF FERNDALE, CALIFORNIA

Signed o Moo s ot
Title City Clerk

e SR

Rear Admiral, USCG
Commander, l2th Coast Guard District

. - —_



1n 1351, trageay struck when lighthouse inspector McbDougal
arrived on the tender Manzanita. While rowing to the beach by boat
to inspect the lighthouse, breakers capsized the craft. He allegedly had
strapped to his person a heavy bag of gold coins, pay for the keepers at
the station. They may have been the cause of his drowning.

The lighthouse gained some offshore company in 1905 when the
Blunt Reef Lightship was stationed offshore. The deadly barrier was
about 3 miles in a westerly direction from Cape Mendocino.
Mentioned earlier was the wreck of the SS Bear on the Mendocino
Shores, but the most tragic shipwreck was when the SS Alaska
rammed into fog-shrouded Blunts Reef at a high rate of speed. The

_vessel went down with the loss of 42 lives, including her master.
Aboard were 220 passengers. When the Humboldt Lifesaving crew
arrived only the ship’s foremast protruded from the water and scores
of people were struggling in the ocean billows.




The replica of the light is made of concrete and wood rather than
cast iron which was used in the original tower. The replica which is
used as a ticket office at the fairgrounds entrance does contain the
original Fresnel lens from Cape Mendocino.

Cape Mendocino Light was established 1 Dec., 1868 with great diffi-
culty on this then nearly inaccessible and awesome cape. In building,
all supplies had to bellanded through the surf onto a beach and then '
hauled or hoisted to the building site 399 feet above on the cliff. The
16 sided iron tower(very similar to that at Point Reyes) is but 43 ft.
high but the light was 422 ft. above the sea., There are a number of
great rocks rising out of the ocean off the light, the most impressive
being 326 ft. Sugarloaf. The station was rocked by earthquakes in Dec.
1870, 1871 and April 1906. The keepers' house was so damaged by the
1871 quake that it had to be replaced. In 1925 it was listed thus:
on west slope of Cape, white 16 sided pyramidal tower, 43 ft. high,

422 ft. above water, visible 28 mi.



‘ On another occasion, keeper M. M. Palmer was credited in

' October 1926 with getting out the word that saved the crew of the
steam schooner Everett which was afire offshore. The newly installed

| telephone line allowed better communication, and rescue vessels
came quickly to remove the vessel’s passengers and crew.

Cape Mendocino Light was automated March 3, 1951, the lens
removed to the information center at the county fair grounds in
historic Ferndale. Twin rotating airway beacons were placed in the

 lantern house. By the 1970’s, the Coast Guard decided it would be
| more economical to close the lighthouse and move the light to a steel
[ pole. Since that time nearly all the station outbuildings have been
" razed to prevent further unauthorized use by squatters. Only the old
lighthouse remains at this writing and its future is somewhat in doubt.
. A move is afoot to open it as an historical attraction or to dismantle
the structure and move it to Ferndale for eventual remariage with its
original lens. Insasmuch as the town is not on the ocean, if the plan is
ever carried out, the vintage lighthouse, with its umbrella dome,
! would become landlocked.




COPIED FROM LOGS,; ARCHIVES
CAPS IERDQIMA (AL R amvr D

KEERER:  ALP. MARBLE

This book is v be kept clean and each keeper on watch will be held nesponsible
Zon its cleaness, and sciibbling will not be alloved in his book non wisiton
names uwnidten in i, its fon noting the wind and weathen, vessels passing on
any incident that happens in the tower duning each keeper uatch

BOK IS 1N A MESS
Tuly 18, 1878 anrived at towen at 6:00 pm
July 25, 1880  Dog hilled a squirrel in my bedroom Zoday — Joo (odlins
Manble was stidd keepen £idl July 17,1885 LOGS LOST TILL 1891
Nov. 1, (891 [ 4% entny
(o Price arnived #oday with his baggage in a 4 honse team, o Zake over station,
uns wedl treated by the odd keepen M. Marble

Feb. 5,1892 Dwelling had being Zaken cane of in such a terrible and carless
5197 mannen, i1 wi,ﬁﬁve ioenbe a/zn(;/otgjc an 3V€/L again and again

1o get it clean. [# is Zoo unclean

Apr. 19,1892  Inspecton arnived, came 1o see dwelling, said it wns now in
P ’ (fxc/e)/demf onden

Dece 24,1892 Kee VaCﬂi‘% dwellings on account of the great pontion of nwo
blow/c?n? ott, blowing the chinneys doun, ){iﬁe y 0[1) the ez f
unenching window shuttens off there hindges, smashing window and
Keeper thought it better 2o move from the house the woman and
children 2o the towen, 40 the keepen buffeted the gales and came
2o towen as the safedy place, as the gale blew with such violence,
it dooked impossible for dwelling to with siand such Zearific
urenching, 4o it wns unanimously agreed 2o fight the gale #o get
to #le Atl)wz.o )

Dec. 25,1892 Keepen and family moved o stable, as it is in a sheltered place,
uhere we speni Ladmas,

Dec. 26,1892 e 4 up again at night blowing a more furiows gale, keepen
%W’A@g iﬁg possibly of getting to towen back agab%aéui Lz‘AP
blowing s0 furiows that woman children might get bloun doun
the bank o0 we agreed it would be to nisky £0" make the atitempt,

40 oun families stayed in siable and was made as comfontable as
possible.

Deco 27,1592 Keepen moved back into dwedlling, afraid his family would catch their
dea/@l of a codd by staying in siable. family

Gan.8, 1893 AUl of keepers do not feel well, codds no doubz through over exposure
and a very damp codd comfont the dwelling plaster has become pretty

wedd soaked,

Jan. (0, 893  Keepen veny sick

Jan. A6 Keepen verny sick il he went to doctor

Feb. 6, Keepen under Jocton care, said verny weak fon his late atiack of
sickness.

Apnid 7, 1893 Ex Keepen Marble, son, John Marnbde becomes asst keepen




(ape Mendocina  page 2 . ~

May 26, 1893 at 9:20 pn Keepern asleep in bed, wvke up very suddenly and tho
T baerl o b, bt e bt miahn, pate i

ond asst uho had been asleep at the Eime uho said he fikt a shock,
but Hhought [ had Lot something heavy fall in my quanters, 4o next
morning,” I asked lat asst uho uns on untched at the time in [owen
He positively assents there uns no shock, it is veay strange, as
the local daily papens states thene wns a heavy shock at the time,
BUT the (42 aAAx./ma,t the sitation did not notice it, it is ven
JTrange, Lf it uns a shock, that he being on unich at the Lime,
he did not feel i.

June 26, (02 ass. absent without Leave
27 (o2 asst, Watson positively nefused o unsh a towel he called me
a Liar and tried eveny me,f/ywd 2o indice keeper to fight
2 Keepen has not and cannot find | 4 aset forn duty
2 T4t asst not around, uhene he can be found

Sept. 9,1893 Keeper nesigning at the end of month
X Keepen left station



