
--• Ri . Detroit buoy &: supply depot, Mich. 1 

(Established abou~ 1869.) 

•Detroit, Mich., transfer of part of Marine Hospital grounds 
between Wight street & Detroit River, for L.H. & Buoy Depot, 
authorized. Secretary McCulloch, Treasury Dept.,l March 1869~ 

Brief of letter bound in Letter Book No.223, page 179. 

Appr&priated by act of Congress,for 
continuing the work on the deEo~ 
for the storage of oil & other 
supplies at Detroit, Mich., June 10, 1872, 

" For completing the de£0~ for 
supplies, & building a new landing 
at Detroit, Mich., Mar. 3, 1875, 

" For the erection of a lamp shop 
in the Eleventh L.H. ge~o~, at 
Detroit, Mich., - Mar. 3, 1891, 

DEPOTS. 

Since the last annual report no change has occurred at the light-house 
depot in Detroit. The grounds occupied for the purpose belong to the 
government, and were recently transferred to the light-house establish-

' ment for its permanent use and occupation. J[h ~ Plans for the general improvement of this depot haYe b~en .agreed 
__ upon by the engineer and the inspector of the eleventh d1stn.c~, but 

have not yet been acted upon by the Board. The present cond1t10n of 
the depot is such that, with slight repairs, it will answer the purp?se 
for a time yet. It is not proposed at present to take any steps which 
will require an appropriation specially applicable to the work. 

Light-hm1se ilepot, Detroit, .Lllichigan.-The grounds at this depot are 
being filled in and graded, and necessar;r small repairs to wharf &c. 

P' made. All the oil and other supplies for the light-houses on the lake~ 
/ 8''YO are received at, and distributed from, t.his depot. The small temporary 
-=+--storehouse of wood is not only inadequate in size and unadapted to 

the servic(' , but is unsafe for tlte storage of such valuable combustible 
property as is neceKsarily deposited for annual and incidental distribution. 

Plans are in preparation for the erection of a suitable fire-proof vault 
and storehouse for oil find other supplies, and for a lamp shop for the 
repair of lamps, re\-oh-ing machinery, &c., for the numerous lights on 
tile :laKes. The wbarf anrl dock sen-e for laying up the tender during 
the winter, where it will be safe from the e1fects of running ice, and a 
place for storing and repairing during the winter all buoys and their 
equipments. An estimate has been included and submit.ted in annual 
estimates for the sum of $25 000 for the next fiscal year. 

$25,000. 

10,000. 

2,000. 



Detroit buoy & supply depot, Mich. 
Light-house depot at Detroit.-Work on this has progressed, though not 

so rapidly as was desired. A bulk-head has been built across the entire 
front of the lot, and the basin has been dredged out to a uniform depth 
of ten feet, thus giving sufficient room to accommodate all the Light­
house vessels. Enough of the dredged material was deposited behind 
the bulk-head to fill up the low ground to the height of the bulk-head, 
thus forming an excellent yard for the storage of buoys and other heavy 
material. 

The depot building, forty by sixty feet in plan, and entirely fire-proof, 
has been carried up to a sufficient height to admit of the completion of 
the second floor. The cellar for the storage of the supply of oil forms 
the basement of the building. It is very desirable to complete this 
building, so much needed. 'rhe dark room in which to test the oils 
delivered under contract is to be located in the story above that now 
completed, an<l the work should go on. Wherever the work is stopped 
now, a temporary roof must be thrown over it to protect it from the 
weather, which will add considerably to the cost of the building. 

When the building was designed it appeared to be of ample size, but 
it is now plainly seen that there will be no room to spare. An estimate 
is submitted. 

The firP-proof Rtore-house of the light-house depot at Detroit was car­
ried up two stories al)Q,-e the basement, and then covere<l with a tem­

/ 8'72.. porary roof d~tring.last season. A. line of ~heet-piling "~a~ ~lri\-en along .:::-r the westem hne ot the lot between the basm aud the adJommg g·lnP-fac­
tory. By <lCt of Congress approved Jnne 10, 1873, the snm of $:!.),000 
was appropriated for this work, and will, it is thought, be sufficient to 
complete it. 

Tlle first work unllertc.keu nuder t ',; . "' nronriation will be the erec­
tion of a suitable dwelling for th6 sh .. 0-keeper amf a close board fence 
along the top of the sheet-piling referred to. As soon as practicable it 
is also proposed to finisll tlle store-house. This depot is already of great 
value, and its a(hautages \Yill increase from year to y0ar. 

Cnder the act of June 10, 1872, the work on the light-bon;:;<' dPpot at 
Detroit has progressed during the year. A dwelling for the store­
keeper was built and inclosed by a fence, and is occupied. A board '.!}J. fence was erected aloug the westm'n side of the basin, between that and 

' the adjoining glue-factory. Towards the close of last season the walls 
of the third story of the store-bouse were finished to receive the 
brackets, and covered with a temporary roof to protect it from the 
weather while operations were suspended for the winter. 

In April, 1873, the work was resumed, the temporar? roof remoYcd, 

and the coustrnction of the fire-proof roof of irou and slate carried to 
completion. Floors of wood were laid in some of the rooms, great c~re 
being exercised to st>e that the space between tllem and the supportmg 
arches was completely filled with saud well l'ammed in. The landing­
pier is completely worn ou~ It has be~n repaired until the snpporti~g 
piles are no longer safe. JSo heavy wmght can now be lande<l upon It, 
aud an appropriation of $8,000 for building is urgently recommended. 
Tile supply of oil for the entire lake region is landed at this depot, and 
as the system of lights on the lakes increases, the importance of t!tis 
depot increases. Designed less than five :vears ago, upon a scale wb1eh 
was then deemed ample, it is already apparent that some exteusion of 
the buildings and conYeniences will be reqnired b"forc many years, iu 
order to secure all the be11efits of the depot. 

Ligld-lwuse depot, Detroit, Michigan.-Dnring the year worli was con­
tinned on this important depot until the money was all expell(led. The 
grounds around the building were graded, as far as they could be; the 
slopes were sodded; the platform of the front door laid; the sashes for 
all the windows bung; and elenttor constructed; the front door and 
two doors in basement, all of iron, were hung; the basement flagging 
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Detroit buoy & supply depot, Mich. 

laid and all the flooring; partition and ltand-:aihng m tlHl atbc an 
uoth (temporary) doors con:strncted; the iron-work, both insidP and out­
si1le of the bnildiug, painted with one coat for protection; about <iO feet 

JJt'YA. of the small brick drain running through the 1lepot-lot and with "·hieh 
!.:!!.-p tlH' depot and keeper's dwelling- are drained were taken up aud rPne\red, 

to perfect the drainage; an oil-testing room has lwen fitted up, mH1 slig-ht 
~damage to the roof of the bnildiug-, caused by high winds, has been re­

.paired. In this depot is stored the entire suppl_,. of oil for the whole 
L1ke region, all the valuable material used or to be u;;:ed in this dis­
trict, and also some from tlte tenth distriet, and it tlwrefore shonlll haYe 
an appropriatiou to oomplPte it and make It perfectly tire-proof. The 
landiug-pier i;; in a dilapidated and Yer·y unsafe condition. Tbe piles 
aud planking are \'"er,r rottPu an1l uo hea\·.r "·eight can be landed on it. 
To complete this depot and to build a uew lauding-pier will require au 
appropriation of $10,000, wbicll is eamestly recommended. 

Detroit, Jlichigan.-Oougress, at its last session, made au approprift­
•r tion of 810,000 to complete the work on this important depot. \York 

/ l.J, under this appropriation was begun in ;\lay. Tl1e new dock is nearly 
~ completed, and all the iron shutters and doors for the fire-proof store­

bouse are iu place. 

Detroit, JJiichigan.-The appropriation of $10,000 made by Congress 
at its last session was expended in removing the old dock and building 

/~/, a new one, dredging out the slips on either side of tbe new dock, and 
~providing iron doors and shutters for the store-house. Some old build­

ings have been torn down and the grounds graded, the premises inclosed 
with an iron fence, an iron buoy and boat shed built, a car-track laid 
from the store-bouse and buoy and boat shed to the end of the dock, 
slopes sollded, &c. It is intended to complete the depot tbis season. 

LIGH'l'-HO'USE DEPOT, DETlWIT, MICH. 

The new fire-proof store-bouse has been practically completed, the /ff'f! old and dangerous wooden buildings remoyed, the grounds graded, a 
new crane erected upou the wharf for loading and nuloading Yessels, 
aud moorings placed for their use. 

/9f! -

Detroit, .Jiichigan.-The building and keeper's dwelling arc in good 
condition.] _The grounds ltaye been improYed by roacling, planting 
trees, &c. 

Detroit, Jlichigun.-Tlte uuilding i8 ill good repair. 'fhe uortlm~st 
corner of its foundation is slightly cracked, Jn·obably caused hy the actwn 
of the frost, and uot by Hettling. 

· Detroit, liiicltigan.-Tlie store-house, keeper's dwelling, and buoy-shed 
of this depot are in good repair. During tlte year the foundation of the 
store-house has heen repointed where injured by frost, new plank walks 
have been laid on the grounfls, and the wharf repaired. 

Detroit, J/ ich igan.-There ''"ere 110 improYements Jl1ade during the 
past year to either the grounds or uuildings at the depot. Tlte station 
is in good order and condition, and, except from its proximity to ReYeral 
factories and furnaces, is well adapted to light-houst> purposes. 

Detroit, 111ichigan.-There have been no improvements made during 
/8t'~ the past year to the buildings or grounds, except that a part of tbe 
----..!walk has been replan ked. It is in good order. 
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Detroit buoy & supply depot, Mich. 

Detroit, Michigan.-The erection of a buoy and boat shed, carpen­
·~ ter-shop, lampist's room, and brick wall for the west side of the light­

loot) house depot-lot was commenced in May. On the 30th of June all the 
-.! ' 

masonry was completed, the material for the flooring was purchased, 
and contract was made for the iron-work of the roof. the slating, tin­
work, plumbing, and removal of the old buoy-shed to the east side of 
the lot. 

Detroit, .Mich.-Light-house and buoy-depot. 
/(!/tO_/·. The depot and grounds are in good condition and admirably adapted 

-'-'0---..fP".__., to their use. The removal of the old corrugated iron buoy-shed from 
the west to the ea~>t side of the lot was completed, the roof of the build­
ing was renewed, and its sides and ends repaired. It is now used as a 

storehouse for machinery, tools, &c. _'!'he new buoy and boat shed, 
carpenter-shop, and lampist's room were completed in December, except 
the plastering of the inside of the roof between purlins with cement 
mortar, which was finished in May, 1884. A new mast was provided 
for the derrick on the dock. 

':k.. ~.J. Detroit, Michigan.-Repairs were made in the fall to the floor of the 
v '7'' corrugated iron shed on the east side of the lot. The building is now in 

/i"!r.!": fair condition. The depot and grounds are in excellent condition. The 
water front, which was caving out, was thoroughly built up, an·d the 
wharf was repaired. 

ff.rlltp Detroit, lJlichigan.-The depot and grounds are in good orden:. 
repairs were made to the wharf this spring. 

Some • 

Detroit, Jlichigan.-The depot and grounds are in good order. 

The depot and grounds are in good order. The walks and wharf 
{ :f~E:were partially repaired this spring by the carpenter and crew of the 
- tender. The wharf will soon require extensive repairs, as the piling and 

timbers are u.1ch decayed. 

Cj_ 
1 

Dett·oit, Michigan . ..;... The depot and grounds are in good order. The 
ch-t. "l£f'· sidewalks were repaired this spring. The materialil, tools, appliances, 

/ ffm ··etc., pertaining to the engin~er service, ~tored at tlte depot; :V.ere o_ver­
t v"' 1 • hauled and scheduled. It 1s very destrable that the famlltws of the 
--- depot be extended to include storag-e of spare illuminating and other 

apparatus and appliances, in order that less delay shall attend the 
making of repairs and renewals. At the present time, for example, if 
the clock-work of a rev'otving light should break down or show signs of 
failure, there is no means of replacing it. If a lens wet·e destroyed, or 
s'eriously injured, it might be needful to send to the general depot at 
Staten Island before a new one could be set up. The remoteness and 
inaccessibility of many of the stations in the eleventh district are such 
as to suggest that every precaution be taken to shorten the time 
within which necessary work can be done. 
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Det r oi t buoy~ supply d epot, Mich . 

Detroit, JJ.tich.-Workmen were employed during February and l\farch 
cleaning, repairing, and refitting for service parts of light-house 

)
I
9

Q() appliances and illuminating apparatus. The depot building used a8 a !!L.!!.. store-house for supplies and mineral oil, the carpenter shop, buoy-shed, 
walks and grounds are in good condition. The wharf is in need of 

_p./ftJ/- partial rebuilding. The accumulations from the sewers have filled up 
· the slips to such extent that they should he dredged out to a depth of 
at least 16 feet, and the debris could be used to fill in under the wharf. 
An iron pipe should be laid to the end of the wharf for the water sup­
ply of the tenders. The sheet piling on the west side is in need of t>x­
tensive repair. The position of the depot grounds and buildings adja­
cent to Berry's Varnish Works, and the frequency with which these 
works take fire, suggest that some special provision be made for fire 
protection. It would be comparatively an inexpensive matter to pro­
vide a safety boiler, either coil or pipP, on which steam could be rapidly 

raised, to run a small pump, and the apparatus could be handled by the 
custodian, who lives on the grounds. The purpose of the pump would 
be to throw a stream owr the buildings aud out-door property expo8ed 
to the fire, and keep them wetted down. The steam power would alflo 
be of great value and convenience in connection with the lampist's 
shop, and enable him to do a class of work which in the absence of 
proper facilities has to be done elsewhere. The present arrangements 
for the services and accommodation of the lampif't for the ninth 
and eleventh districts at the Detroit depot are quite inadequate. 
His shop is at the end of the carpenter shop and is part of a one­
story structure, built directly on the grouud, and is in great danger 
from fire, as it is under a high brick wall, on the other side of which is a 
glue and varni:sh factory. The space is too small, it being but 15 by 24 
feet in plan, and it is insufficiently lighted and ventilated. The floor is 
cold and damp, and the atmosphere is impregnated with vapors from 
the factory. It i:s now proposed to erect on the north side of the depot, 
and near the entrance gate on that side, a brick building to be used for 
the lampist's shops, 16 by 30 feet in plan, of two stories, with the lower 
floor open and the second floor divided with a ber.m for a hoist project­
ing over the door of the second story. Such a building, it is estimated, 
will cost $2,000. Recommendation is made that an appropriation of 
this amount be made therefor. 

GENERAL SERVICE. 

Seventy-five circular brass ventilators were constructed for replacing 
deiecti\'C ones in lanterns, and delivered at the light-house depot, De­
troit. Six brass automatic injectors were purchased for general use in 
connection with the fog-signal service. 

GENERAL SERVICE. 

A Roberts boiler has been built for test aud comparison with the 
exist ing fog-signal boilers. Nece 'ary tools and pipe fittings, for the 

/Jifll erection and repair of steam fog signals in the ninth and eleventh 
'.::._[It light-house districts, and a quantity of black pipe, bolts, nuts, rods, 

washers, 270 feet of boiler t ubes, and 30 set s of grate bars were bought 
and deliyered at the light-house depot, Detroit. TwelYe 10-inch fog 
whistlrs were ordered for general use in connection with the fog-signal 
apparatus. The tools and materials needed for repairs and improYe­
ments at stations in the ninth and eleventh light-house districts were 
delivered at the light-house depot in the latter part of June, 1891. 
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Detroit buoy & supply depot. Mich. 

JJetroit, Michigan. An examination was mace of the wharf at the 
~ Detroit supply and buoy depot, and plans with estimates for repairs 
~ were prepared. "T ork was begun November 1, 1890, u!lder a contract 

made in accordance with bids received therefor, and was finished De­
J../4 cember 10. 

Detroit, Michigan.-Both slips adjoining the light-hou:>e depot wharf 
were dredged by contract. Some 3,160 cubic yards were taken from 

/S'fZ the east slip, deepening it 3.2 feet, and about 4,790 cubic yards from 
the west slip, deepening it 4.66 feet. There is now in each slip 14 feet 
of water at mean stage. Bids were asked by advertisement for fnr-

P·//f: nishing the material required for a lampist shop, and contraet was 
made therefor with the lowest bidders. The work by day',; labor was 
uegun in April. The building was completed and the lampist moYed 

from the old bnillling into the new one in June. The building is a two­
story brick structure 20 by 30 feet, with galvanized-iron cornice and 
roof of aRphaltic slag. The first Rtory contains one room for general 
work; the second, approached by circular iron stairs. contains the lamp­
i,;t shop, which mea~mres 18 by 20 feet, and a dark room for photomet­
ric work, 8 u;r 18 feet in size. 

Detroit, Jlfich.-:~\Iount Elliott avenue, a comparatively narrow street, 
leads from J effcrson aYenue to the waterfront, past the mari::1e hospital 
grounds, and the grounds of the light-house depot. For conyenienee 
of shipment and temporary storage it is necessary that' materials pur-
chased for light-house constructions be delinred on the ligl1t-house 
grounds, and from time to time considerable delay and difficulty has 
occmred in consef[uence of the uad condition of :.\Iouut Elliott avenue. 
It is unpaved, while the hauling to and fro is considerable, the viciuity 
of the light-house depot being occupietl by factories, foundries, and 
other industrial institutions of considerable maguitucle, with lumber 
yards on the wharves. 

InquirieH have been made of the city authorities with refel'ellce to 
the e.:>st of having- the street paved frrl!ll J etierson ayenue to the limit 
of the light-house holding-. under the city ordinance tlte original pa\'-

ing of a street is at the cost of the adjacent property owners, divided 
pro rata accor<ling to the extent of their holding. The board of public 
works has immct1iate jurisdiction oyer these matters, aud has reached 
the preliminary deci,.;iou that tile ,;treet, if payetl, should be paYed with 
urick or concrete. The width of the street is ?±feet, and tlte cost of 
paYing in fi.'ont of the light-house grounds with thi,.; material would be 
$DGO, aud tor the frontage of the marine hos_pital 0 Toumls $J,GOO, aml 
the expense being didded bet>~"een the fronting proprietors, tlie cost 
to the Light House SerYice and the :\Iarine Hospital Service, res]_)ee­
tively, would be one-half of these amonnts. 

As in the opinion of the Solicitor of the Treasury a special act of 
Congress authorizing the ·work is necessary, it is ret:ommended that an 
appropriation of 8?,000 be made, "'hieh is suffi<·ient to cover the 
expense of the en tire frontage of uotb the light house aJHL the mariue 
hospital grouud:>. 
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Detroit buoy & supply depot, Mich. 
Detroit, Jiich.-Uenentl repair,; were made to the keeper's dwelling 

and the storehouse. 'l'lte we:>terly bulkhead of the west slip was 
/ M.h. rebuilt a dtstauce of :!00 feet. Add1twnal tracks were provided. 'l'he 
~old track on the wharf was shtfted from the center to one side, and a 

new track was laid on the other side, leaving room for a driveway 
between them. A new tramway was laid on the westerly side of the 
depot grounds, w1th a turntable an<l trarlr connectmg with that from 
Wight street. An 1ron gate was provided for one of the front entrances 
to the depot grounds on Wight street. The following recommendation, 
made m the Board's last annual report, is renewed: 

Detroit, Jiich.-Tile wharf was covered with a layer of 2-iuch plank­
/¥?£iug, aud t~e side..,·alk in front of tile depot site was renewed. A fence 

was rebmlt around tile keeper's dwelling, and the bouse itself was 
repaired. 

Detroit, Jlfich.-The iron store shed was painted and the material was 
~~~purchased for repairs to the derrick. The water pipes in the custodian's 
~dwelling were repaired. The old timbers under the tumtable were 

removed and 12 inches of concrete laid, in which tile castings were set. 
An 8-inch wall was built around tl1e turntable, aucl 251 feet of 6-iuch 
sewer crock and 24 feet of 4-inch sewer crock were laid 6 feet under 
ground and connections made with the basin under tile turntable and 
with the conductor pipe and waste pipe in the lamp shop. About 250 
feet of ~-incll steel hoist rope, one siugle and one double block, and 
one sheave were provided for the hoisting derrick. Bids were obtained 
for dredging tile slips at the depot. These being rejected, other bids 
were o]:>tained. About 3,000 yards of material wa dredged from the 
slips adjoining the depot wharf, aud H feet of water was secured. 

D-istrict lamp shop.-The old slag roof of the district lamp shop was 
JN6 removed and a new roof of tin shingles -was provided, which received 
~two coats of paint. Tools and hardware were purchased for general 

service in the shop. 

Detroit, Mich.-Plans, specification, and estimate of cost for rebuild­
ing and enlarging the engineer torehouse were made. Tile material 

J1fll'Y was purchased by contract and work was commenced. The storehouse 
:.....::.L/- was completed in i\Iay. The front sidewalk on \Yight street was raised 

- to grade and crossings to curbstone made opposite each gate, the iron 
fence was overhauled, raised, and repaired from ·wight street to new 
location of gate on Mount Elliot avenue, and a new board fence was 
built from the dock to the corner of the storehouse. Various repairs 
were made. 

Detroit, Michigan.-Repairs were made to the storehouse. Three ­
JSQS' Ia.mp-posts were provided for lighting the depot grounds. The sewer 
~ of the custodian's dwelling was disconnected from the marine hospital 

sewer and continued as an independent sewer to the river. A bathroom 
was added to tbe custodian's dwelling. 
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Detroit buoy & supply depot, Mich. 

District lmnp shop.-A 2-horsepower gas engine, with pulleys, shaft­
/£t'Jll""ing, hangers, etc., complete, was installed. A milling machine, with 
~ attachments, countershaft, aud belting, and a combined wheel and 

lever feed, ·20-inch drill press, and a 10-inch sensitive drill press, with 
countershaft attached, and tools and attachments, were purchased and 
installed. Material for use in general service repairing illuminating 
apparatus. An emery wheel, bolts, drill rods, and bars were pur­
chased. The new fifth-order lanterns for the Twenty Foot Channel were 
altered and tested, and a new set of lamps were provided for Grand 
Marais, Mich., and the new fourth-order lamps for Cheboygan Crib 
were delivered. For Neebish ranges, the reflector door for one of the 
lens lanterns was polished and resilvered. For the Grossepoint light­
vessel, all the burners were repaired, and eig·ht parabolic reflectors 
were resilvered and lacquered. Repairs were made to the illuminating 
apparatt·s of Lake Huron light-ship, No. 61. Repairs were made to 

portionscl the illuminating apparatus of 22 light-stations. Eighteen 
sets of fourth-order lamps were receive1l and delivered at the following­
named stations: Belle Isle, Windmill Point, St. Ulair Flats Range, rear; 
St. Clair Flats Canal, lever and upper; Sand Beach, Port Austin Reef, 
Twas, Saginaw River Range, rear; Forty :Mile Point, Round Island, 
Bois Blanc, Point Iroquois, Grand Island, Mendota, Gull Rock, and 
Cheboygan Crib. 

Det?·oit Michigan.-The work of renewing the bulkhead and well at 
rear of the wharf under contract was eompleted July 8, 1 ' 98. About 

1£'01/1110 runnino·feet was constructed. The hydrant was replaced. Defect­
~ ive timber; and planking in the depot wharf were replaced. The west 

wall of the depot grouuds was repaired. Repairs were made to the 
plastering under_ the slate roof, supported in part by the wa~l; stone 
coping was repomtell, and the gutter of the structure repau·ed and 
llaintecl. Tll' ennr~ wall was cemeut was~ed. The . tone foundation 
and steps of the mam storehouse "-ere repomted. 

District lamp slwp.-:\Iany of the repairs_ to the buruers, illuminat­
fJ(qt/ ing apparatus, etc., mentioned in the foreg-omg paragraphs, were made 

.,!.;!H by the district lampist at the district lamp shop. 

Detroit, Jiieh.-The walks in the depot ~-a,·u were repairPd and the 
JlltJD hoisting derrick painted. An iron double ;;ate was placed at the east­
~ ern entrance. It has an opening of U. feet ;,tid is hung uu iron poRts 

placed on anchored concrete J)iers . 

.Dd.I'Uit. Jiieh. - :rhis is the principal depot for thi:-: di,trid and j,... 
l tlOj used for_ the receptwn and ~tonng of buoys, stort>s. and supplip,.._ and 
~ the mak~ng- of buoys and _smkers. The ~enders receive their cargoe::; 

of supphes and stores, while the two basws sen-e a::; winter quarters 
for the tenders and light-vessels of the Tenth and Eleventh light-house 
districts. The wharf waR repaired. A plank tioor was laid in the 
store-ho_use at the outt>r end of the wharf. Ten white-oak fender piles 
were dnven at the outer end of the wharf, six at the outPr face and 
two at ~ac_h end, and n_ine Rpring piles were driYen at the upper and 
lower mside ancl outside corners. The spring piles were fastened 
t<?gether ~vith.l-inch wire ~·ope and ~e~urel~- stapled. Three of the old 
piles, w~lCh mterfered with the ~nnngof the new piles, were drawn, 
sev~n p1les were cut down ~nd tnmmed, an~ four new mooring cleats 
we1e placed on the wharf. fhe work of gettmg out oak fender chocks 
and putting them in place >Yas in prog-res::; at tho close of the year. 
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Det1'11it, .. Ll!icl~.--This i::; the principal depot for tbi;.. di:-;trict, and is 
u::;ed for the l'eceiYing and ,;toring of buoys. ,;tores, and .~npplies. and 
the making of buoys and concrete ,;inker,.;. The tender::; receiye their 
C'< •rgoes of :-;upplie::; and :-;to res and material::> for the con,;truction of 
new and the repair of exi1-1ting light and fog-signal station::;, while the 
two basins ::;ene as winter quarters for the tenders and light-n::;seJ,.; of 
the Tenth and Eleventh lig·ht-house di~tricts. A contract for remov-

ing the old timber bulkhead in the west slip or hasin. and the building 
of a ne'Y concrete and ma::;omT bulkhead in it,; ~tead. "-a,.; made on 

/9~-L ~larch±, 190:2. The work wn" 'commenced on . .\.prill.'>. and wa:-; com­
pleted hy the clo1-1e of the year. The new bulkhead eonsi1-1b of a foun­
dation of pile,;, with cap and waling piece,; tied into the bank with iron 
tie rods Pmbeclded in conerete. rubble fillii1g back of the pile,;. and a 
up~l'::<tnwtu-re of 2aving hrir.k acked with concrete and ,;urmounted 

by a concrete coping· 18 incbe, deep and 3 feet wide. The new work 
is lHO feet long. The gutters and cotHluctors on the buoy shed and 
carpenter shop and the cu;o;toclian'-; dwelling were renewed. and tho..;e 
on the two -.;torehou,;es repaired. The cornice. -.butter .... door .... and 
windo1r,.; of the Iwlin -;torehouse. and the roof,;. cornice,;. door-;. and 
window,; of the new ston'hotH' and the lampist ..;hop were painted. 
The wharf was prm·ided "-ith fender chod~.... The work of n'ne,Ying 
the exbting- walk:-; in concrete wa,; in l)l'O!.!Tes::; 1Yhen the year elo,;ed. 

-- ------ - - -

/c,o~ Detrnit, 11/i('h.--:-~'his is the P!'ineipal dPpot fol' this district, and is 
~ used for. the receivmg and stonng o~ buoys, stores, and supplies and 
1 tr the makmg of buoys and concrete smkers. 'l'he tenders receive their 

,Mt!.. . car?'oes of suppli~s m~d s_to:·es ~nd material ~or the construction of 
ne" an~ the repau· of_ ex1stmg hght and fog-signal stations, while the 
two basms sen-e 'lS wmter qwlrters fOI' the tenders and li<Yht-vessels 
of thil" and for those of the Tenth light-house district~ The old 
wooden foot walks in depot grounds were removed, and 2,±59 square 
feet of_cor,terete ":alks were laid; the sills and floor of the porch of the 
custochan s dwelhn_g were removed; also 12± feet of tramway walk, 
and the walk at the front of the grounds was repaired. The 10-ton 
hoisting derrick waH reconstructed. 

--------
Detroit, Jfichigan.-This is the principal depot :for this distr~ct, and 

/_f!!. J::-: used :for the receiving and storing ?:f buoys, store~, and supphes and 
the makin()' o:f buoys and concrete smkers. The hght-house tenders 
here recei\~ their c~u·()'oes o:f supplies and stores and material for the 
construction o:f new ~ncl the repair o:f existing light and :fog-signal 
stations while the two basins sm~ve as winter qnarters :for the tenders 
andligl~t-vessels o:f this district and l~ave also. been used :for _those ?£ 
the Tenth district. ~\.. 3-inch water pipe, leadmg :from the c1ty mam 
in ~Iount Elliott avenue through the grounds and to the end of the 
wharf. was laid :for a "-ater :-:npply for the tenders and for fire pr<?­
tection. The material required to renew the Recond floor of the engi­
neer warehouse "-as purcha:-,ed. _\..rrangemenb have. been 1~1acle f?r 
the construction of a switch track :from the Belt Lme Railroad m 
·\Yight street. 



Detroit, ,1/ich.-This is the principal depot f or thi, light-honse 
t;;; di»trict and is used for receh·ing and storing buoys. stores_, and sup-'J!.. plies. and in making bun~·~ nnd concrete smkcr,.,. T he ll~th t-hoUH' 

tenders here receive their cargoes of supplies and stores and materia l 
for the construction of new and tho repair of existing light and fog­
~ignal stations, while the two basins sene as winter qnarters for the 
tenders and light-Yessels of this district, and have also been used for 
those of the Tenth district. A spur track 475 feet long "·as laid thrn 
the depot grounds, leading from the Belt Line Railroad in ·wight 
street to the wharf. The tramways "·ere relaid. repairs 'wre made 
to the fence, and the grounds were graded. A new concrete floor " 'as 
laid in the second story of the engineer warehouse, the floors in the 
carpenter and custodian's shop were rene" ·ed in concrete, a new· 
hydYant was provided for the carpenter shop, the tlrains of the shops 
and the custodian's chYelling w·ere relaid, the iron shutters of the 
main warehouse were painted , and the stone coping of the area walls 
at main entrance 'ns reset . The floor of the woodshed of the cus­
todian's dwelling was raised to the level of the kitchen floor , and new 
outside· steps a! the woodshed entrance w·ere proYided. 

LIGHT-HOUSE DEPOTS. 

/ 9() 7 Det1·oit, J/ich.-This is the principal depot for this district, and is 
;:::s::=-'USed for receiving and storing buoys, stores, and supplies, and in 

making buoys and concrete sinkers. The light-house tenders here 
receive their cargoes of supplies and stores and material for the con­
struction of new and the repair of existing light and fog signal sta­
tions. while the two basins serve as winter quarters for the tenders 
and light-vessels of this district, and have also been used for those of 
the Tenth district. A fire hydrant, with hose and reel, was established 
in the center of the yard, and variou~. r~J?airs were made. 

1 eo~. Detroit light-house depot , 11fic~dgan.-_The need _of _an oil honse 
Cf for the storage of the supply of mmeral ml for the d1stn ct before d_e­

livery to light-stations is imperative. T he present storage room m • 
t he basement of the storehouse is insufficient ~md the danger of loss by 
fi re considerably increased. It is estimated that a suitable fi reproof 
buildin ()" can be constructed for $3,500, and the Board recommends 
that an °appropriation of that amount be made therefor. 

/ {{ ?f g- , 
FLE\"EXTH DISTRICT. ' 

Detroit. Jl?"cl1.-The structures are in good conditior:. The lamp 
shop is too small and should be enlarged. and the >-ame 1s trne of the 
eno·ineer 's workshop and warehouse. . . 

The followino· is an estimate of the cost of reprnrs and llllJH'OYe­
ments: Heating:plant, main storehouse; s~dewalk. ~Yight street front; 
repairing gutters and down spouts, extensiOn of lamp shop, and exten­
sio__!l of workshop. ~10.510 . 

ELEVENTH DISTRICT. 

Detroit, Mich.-This is the main depot in the district, and here all 1 r /II J 

snpplies are received and delivered to tenders, or shipped to various 
pom ts. It is well equipped with a main warehouse, used for storage 
purposes jointly by the mspector and the engineer, a shop and ware-
house and buoy shed for the inspector, a larger workshop and ware-
houses for the engineer, and a small lamp shop. It has a serviceable 
wharf, and a brick dwelling for the custodian. The wharf and 
grounds are also used by the inspector of the Tenth district. Two 
basins serve as winter quarters for the tenders and light-vessels of 
the Tenth and E leventh districts . The various structures of this 
depot are in good condition. The wharf flooring is not in -good 
condition. There are excellent transportation facilities both by 
water and by rail. The eiiiciency of this depot suffers somewhat 
from the fact that it lies at the foot of an unpaYed street, so that 
delivery by team is difficult durina the late fall, winter. and early 
spring. A portion of this street is bordered on one side by property 
belongina to the Government nf' th~ T--:~ - .l -· . -<:: 

/0 



ELEVEN'rH DISTRICT. 

Detroit, .1Jlich.-This is the main depot in the district, and here all 19 (li J 

SUJ?plies are received and delivered to tenders, or shipped to various 
pomts. It is well equipped with a main warehouse, used for storage 
purposes jointly by the inspector and the engineer, a shop and ware-
house and buoy shed for the inspector, a larger workshop and ware­
houses for the engineer, and a small lamp shop. It has a serviceable 
wharf, and a brick dwelling for the custodian. The wharf and 
grounds are also used by the inspector of the Tenth district. Two 
basins serve as winter quarters for the tenders and light-vessels of 
the Tenth and Eleventh districts. The various structures of this 
depot are in good condition. The wharf flooring is not in ·good 
condition. There are excellent transportation facilities both by 
water and by rail. The efficiency of this depot suffers somewhat 
from the fact that it lies at the foot of an unpaved street, so that 
delivery by team is difficult during the late fall, winter, and early 
spring. A portio.n-.af this street is bordered on one side by _property 
belonging to the Government of the United States. The east and 
west basins were deepened and defective piles of the wharf were 
removed. Repairs in the total sum of ~3 , 611.01 were made during 
the past year. 'Ihc act approved June 17, 1910, authorized the con­
struction of an oil house at this depot at a cost not to exceed 3,500, 
but no appropriation has been m P.-fe for the purpose. 

--~---

ELEVENTII DISTRICT. 

Detroit, llfich.-This depot is well equipped with a main store­
house. used for storage purposes jointly by the inspector and engineer, 
a shop and warehouse and buoy shed for the inspector, a larger work­
shop and warehouse for the engineer, and a small lamp shop. The 
engineer's warehouse and the lamp shop are too small and should be 
extended; the wharf slips should be dredged, and the wharf repaired, 
at an estimated cost of $10,500. The construction of a fireproof oil 
house at this station is much needed. 

j C/ .0 q 1 Detro-it Zig kt-kouse depot, 2Jf ickigan.-The need of an oil house for 
I / the .storage ?f th~ s~pply o~ mineral oil for the district before delivery 

to hght-statwns IS Imperat1ve. The preRent storao·e room in the base­
men~ of the s~orehouse is ins~fficie!1t and the da~ger of loss by fire 
COI?-SI~erably mcreased. It IS estimated that a suitable fireproof 
bmldmg can be constructed for $3,500, and the Board recommends 
that an appropriation of that amount be made therefor. 


