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Hono rable C. Ru ••• ll Brownel l 
Kayol" of t~r&.n Cit, 
Morl an CLty, Lout.lana 

JAIl 2 1 1964 

• 

on January 31, 1964, Hr. Codfrey C. Xiff, who live. at 401 Seventh 
Street, Mor~.n CIty. Lout. iana , will retira from ·.ctive ~lDyment 
... d .vUun .. 'l' loy ... -of the U. S. Gou t euard . Thu. 10,.111 end. 
car .. e r of dedi cat .. d service which ex t ends ove r a perLod of mora 
t han forty yeara , • r e cord which 1a conaidered truly cowmendable. 
Hi. entire warkina life baa been devoted to the operation and 
maintenance of aida to navigation in the Morgan Cit1 . La. area and 
1 am aura you can appreciate the importGDce of hi. ca r .. &r to the 
s.a f a rer. 

Mr . Kif! beS3D work on July 29. 1920 •• an A •• t« tao t Ll&htbou •• 
l .... p .. r at Ship Shoal L1aht Station which wa. operated by t he forger 
Lishtbou •• Service, a branch of the Dapartment of Comme rce. Thta 
func tion va. trans fer r ed to the U. S. Coa.t Guard in July 1939. 
Sub&equently, Mr . ~itf waa a •• i SDed to Point au Fer Reef Light Sta­
tion in 1926. Oy.ter Bayou LiSbt Station in 1931 , back to Point au 
Fer Ree f Light Station in 1942 and to hie preeent atation - Atchata­
laya River Light Attendant Station · in 1949 . 

Aa I feal t ha t Mr . ~ltf 'a servica. to a very l~rtant segment of 
the bu.ine.s i ntere.ts of Morgan City are truly wurtby of epec ial 
recognition, I 'oI'ou ld apprecute it it you , .e hoad of your co",,"'nity, 
could baue a procl ..... UoD dUl&MUng January 31, 1964 a. "COdfrey C. 
llff Day" to honor bi. many year. of faithful public .ervice ~hicb 
certainly redounda to tha credi t of your city. 

t .... ndina as my per. anal Tep r •• entativea , C~nder G. H. ie.4, 
Chief , Peraonnel Division, ConQander O. H. Abney, Chi.f, Aida to 
Navisation Branch and Hr . John A. HUI, Chief , Civilian Penonnel 
Ira ncb to pre&ent to Hr . I ift 00 Janu~ry 31 in the pre.eace ot hie 
faaily, trleoda and co-worker., the official notice of hi' retirement 
froa ,ov.r~ent .ervice and t wish to invite you to participate in 
the car.s ony • 

• 

, 



COIAMANOI:R 

I:Hl l1TH C OAST I1UARO DISTRICT 

CUSTOM HOU S I: 

NI:W OALI:A"'B 1 6 . LOUI SIA "'''' 

Hr. Godfrey C. Kiff 
401 Front. St.reet. 
Horga n City , Louisiana 

Den Mr. Kiff: 

31 January 1964 

It is with great pleasure that 1 present to you the Albert Gallatia 
Award on behalf of The Secretary of the Treasury. Mr. Douglas Dillon, 
on the occasion of your retirement from civilian employwent wit.h the 
Coast. Guard . This award, which you so richly deserve. is in recog· 
nit.ion of your many years of faithful service. 

I have learned that your entire working life - more than forty- two 
years - has been devoted to the operation and maintenance of aids to 
navigation in the Morgan City area . This is a truly commendable 
record and 1 am sure that t.housands of seafarers have benefitted 
from the services you so ably performed. 

May you enjoy for many years the leisure afforded by retirement. 

Sincerely yours, 

D. CRAIK 
aI, U. S. Coast Guard 

Commander, 8th Coast Guard Distric t 
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United States Department of the In ter ior 
NATIONA L PARK SERV J C: I~ 

NATIONAl. CAI'ITAL I'AKKS 

III)!) O IIiU DlUVI: sw. 
\\A~IIIN(;TON. D .C. ~42 

CHESAPEAKE L1GilTSHIP 
November 12 . 1975 

liEWS LETTl.'R • 

To: All Hands - U.S Lighthouse Service 

From: :::itarf !listo rian 

Your response to my letter of lnst April was so good that it produced 
an interest in Lighthouse Service and equipment that was so infectious 
thut even the headquarte r s mail clerks became interested. 

In this l etter on behalf of the National Park Service , I wish to say 
th ~ks again. I shall try and explain what happens to your gifts; to 
present an overall picture of the close relationship of the national 
Park Service to the Lighthouse Service and to take a look at the 
future . 

Your donations, which needed special care and safe storage were sent 
i~ediatelY to our museum branch at Harpers Ferry, West Virginia and 
'_'ere all nckno\,'ledged by an official receipt. After cleaning , repair 
and preservative treatment , they will be placed in storage until ade ­
qUhte exhibit spaces are built for the ship . In case of duplicate or 
unsuitable items , the Park Service reserves the right to place an 
item where it most nearly fulfills the requirement of historical inte­
grity . 

The CHESAPEA¥£ is only one of many former Lighthouse properties now in 
the national parks . Following is a partial list: 

1. 

2 . 
3 . , . 
5 . 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10 . 
11 . 

Down river 2 miles from our own ship is the Jones Point 
Lighthouse 
Cape Cod Lighthouse (Massachusetts) 
Cape He nry Lighthouse Virginia 
Cape Hatteras Lighthouse North Carolina 
Lighthouse at Salem Maritime National Historic Site 
Assateaque Lighthouse (Maryland) 
Lighthouse at San Juan , Puerto Rico National Historic Site 
St . Croix Rive r Lighthouse (r·linnesota) 
Rock of Aces Lighthouse (Michigan) 
Keepers Quarters at Fort Point (under Golden Gate Bridge) 
Point Reyes Lighthouse California 

• 



ono ot thcoe UTeao proviOQII tL IHtl.urnl II]I~t.foTm for tolll11g bhe otOl'), 
Of tho Lighthouoa Gcrvicc. We nrc nUll int.cTcnt.e(l in locating uniform, 
'tIltU'keto, a1lverwou.ro , bo.()gCD , olock!) , (lna old l.ettero . Pu.rt1culnrly , 
1nteroetad 1n hearing trom "'omen "'ho "'01'11.(:111 or "'ore relo.tfltJ t.o eervice 
:~n . 

One of our oorrespondents mllae the follow1ng utatcmcnte rego.rdine the 
Liehthouae Service, "It ha.d a tight tJupp1y lJystem , if you roqueetea a 
nev brooDI, it "'a.e neccaae..ry to prove that the old one was vorn out ." 

The CHESAPEAKE haa come the full circ1c-",c are on a tight bu()get. The 
fir8t blow val the elimination of our trained ere'" of Explorer Scout •• 
They had been a very importa.nt part of the progr a.m since August 1971 
vhen eight Explorers and the pa.st Director "'ent to Cape May, nev Jereey 
to rescue thio !thip from the junk pil e and to bring her to \o18.8hington. 

I «m certa.in we shall veather t he storm; your letters and gifts \1111 help 
us convince the top management that this portion of Ameri can hi .tory 
deserves a equal treatment . 

The t\(O enclosures with this letter prove that there is a groving interest 
in the Lighthouse Service story: the chronology prepared by C.G . historian 
Truman Strovbridge I is interesting and ~ stimulate your memory . CDR Boyce 
is interested in the specialized rather technical history of bOuys • 

If you will excuse a personal comment _ this project has a personal interest 
tor me . Back 1n 1938, I was broke and deeply in debt after struggling 
through two years of college . I j oined the Coast Guard and 'Was present in 
il11chigan and later Puerto Rico to observe some of the problems of merging the 
two organizations . 

I sh~l be looking for your letters . 

(fUI2G~ 
O.H . Van Zee 

?S . 
~e:hep8 you might wish to contact your 
~~te ~est in preservation of Lighthouse 

Congressman and tell him of your 
Service history . 



United States Department of the Interior 

'" RV'.V n.u TU 

Codfrey C . Kiff 
401 7.1h St . 

NATIONAL PARK SERV IC E 
NATIONAL CAl'lTAL PARKS-CENTRAL 

900 OHIO DRIVE. S.W. 
WASH INGTON, O.c. 20242 

~or8an City, La. 70}80 

Dear Mr . Kiff; October }, 1961 

National Park Service records indicate that in approximately february, 
1976 you donated 80me photographs and Memoiro of your career in the 
United States L1Sht House Service to the Lightship Cheeapeake in 
Washington , D. C. Your donati on. have now be~a81gn.d Aecee810n DUD­
ber 19 . 

Unfortunately , at the time that your donations were accepted , the ne­
cessary paperwork to document the acquisition of thea_ items by the 
Lightship Chesapeake was not completed . The Park Service haa asked 
me to obtain the proper documentation at this time . 

Enclosed are a Deed of Gift , a eolf addressed envelope , and a Certi­
ficate of Appreciation . Please fill in your telephone number and 
eign the Deed of Gift and return the original copy to me in the en­
velope provided . Keep the donor copy of the Deed of Gif t and the 
Certificate of Appreciation for your own records . 

• 

, Enclosures 

Thank You. 

Frank Hebbl ethwaite 
Park Technici an 
National Capital Parke-Central 

m."lTE D STATES 

DillJ:~ @t1bjl>J/!u.:tlU1U!~ 

NATIONAL PARK SEm'lCE 

~~edlfc"'you 
6 Photogr aphe of Uni ted Statee Ligh t 
House Service Per aonnel 

Jolemoirs of Career in U. S . L. H. S . 

0itiJ".hdte<J,9f't i& 

~ Godfrey C t Kitf 

, 'October 
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OIERTIF'IOATE OF" PROBATIONARY APPOINTMENT 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

APPOINTMENT C1Y'S'ON 

WASHINGTON 

1!aroh Sf 1923. 

Jl r . Godfr • .,C. IUtt , 

Through the Oonmi881oner of LIghthouses . 

Sir: , 

You have been appointe~, sUbjeot to tak1~~~ oath o~ 
flvQ~ 

office and to a probationary period of notJ~¥exoeed six months 
"C/ C/ 

as provided by paragraph (0) of seotion ':Jt'.jt oivil-service 
((:: • ..0 

,o~ • . 
rule VII, ---,---~ .......... - ...... _._._.KB"l'P"Olr,--_7':i.O"-'----'--~_---

" ~ in the _.~ __ ......... _'-__ . I'i gljtbou~,,'iOrvlC. .•• _ _ ___________ _ 

J;, ' <' 
at a salary of ______ h • Seven W,"ed ..an,"d'-"EJ,1fl~ho.,tY1-_____ dollars 

.,.C9 0"" 
per _ R .. "o;rnllUl,m,,-__ , effe c tive on~1l~ date on which you enter' ___ _ 

~< .-
upon duty in the above-me~ned position. 

, # By select10n from ifioate of eligibles (No. 
",-0 ~0 

SAcr..a~~.$?:..T.entP.Jl1.v.1LS.er_v 1 0 eJ)lB..totr:.1'.ooJ;.t •• , _______ _ 

-<-",~ 
By direotion @~ the Secretary: 

--) 

issued by the 

Respectfully, 

-
of Division. , 

Appropriation: Salaries , Keepers of Lighthouses . 

Vice: Peter DJsy . 

Legal Residenoe: Louisiana . -(See reverse .ide, ) u " 7 

• 

• 
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"Leo L. Guidry was myoId friend head keeper at the 
Ship Shoal Lighthouse for 6 yea r s , then 11 years at 
Oys ter Bayou Lighthous e, then he was trans ferred 
with me at the Point Aufer Reef Light, Eugene Island 
in 1946. He r etired Dec.3l, 1948 . " 

Godfrey C. Kiff 

• 
L. L. Guidry, xeeper. 

Ship Shoal Light Station, 
Morgan City. La • 

. - .~ou 1 ... ::1 ••• '" • a.m l tt _ 
2nd Asst. Kasper G. C. K1ffe. is Form 206. shawlng 
record ot his ~~.iCal examination by the U.S.Public 
Health Service at Ne .. Orleans, 1.11. ... COpy hils been 
mad. for the tile. ot this Office. 

E.S.LA IER 
Superinten • 

L1BhthO\~')i 

• 

-

• 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

LIQHTHOUel!: .I!AVICII 
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• , • 0 • .... • OrrlCi or lu~nIOOT""'.' , IT" Dln .. c;r 
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• 
L. L. Guidry . YAflpe r. 

. Sl::.lp Shoul light ~t.t1on . ~" 

J.!orGIUI CHy . La, 

o 

o _ 

• 
Hr. oltLIlAHe , L.A • 

0 

o 

o 

o 

o 

---:'o.o-sr--f - : _ m • . .' 1. -.n~Oa-l.eJlli""'1ttl.. elC>rl.f).Q.r.i!I.,:I. tt."',,"o., ~,"p-. _ __ ".o_~"'_::_~ 
?nd Asst . Y.aepe r G. C. Kift'e . is For.ll 206", ehcr.;1J:l4; -

• r ecord of hla l'hyaiC:u 8X", .. 1l1m:t1on by the U. S. PubUc 
Eo.2ltb Service ilt NeW Orleans, Lli:. A copy b"s been 
=de for t~ rilee of tbis off i c o. '. 
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- E. So IER 
Li gr.tbO~ 
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Oe:PAR"rMENT OF COMMERCE 

LIGHTHOUSE SERVICE 

• 

G. C. Kitfe, 2nd Asst. Keeper. 
Ship Shoal Light Station, 

~gan City. Louisiana. 
(Through the Keeper) 

Ornci 0' SU'U!IITIMOlMf" 8TH D!mlCl' 

IOlCW OIU.I[,l."'., LA. 

1. It ie 1l1th p)eaSFe .. tbat this offioe trenamits 
herewi th Department letter ot Febxuary 13. 1925. comnending 
you tor the assistanoe rendered on February 6th to the 
yacht" "HERO" whioh was in dis tress wi th a broken propeller 
shaft. 

2. 
otfioial 

This OOIImendation will be reoorded as part ot your 
history . 

E. S. R 

Light""U~.~ 



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

aURctAU 0'" L.IOHTHOUI U 

WASHINGTON 

G~!red C. ~lrre . ~nd . 1:1utLnt £o·po r. 
Ship 3hoal lJ. gh t Jtt.t.10!l , Le. . 

[Throu,.:h JU:J':- 1r.tendent of l.1 -htbouUI . :-:e .. Orle ... n.s . Lt. . ) 

Thl !"t4l'e&u 11 1n rece1;.t of r eport froe the keeper do.. ted 
Fe~ru...ry 7, 1925 for .... rded fro:::. the .t.lperlntender.t, r.o-rd11lC 
tbe ,,"~G1.u.nc. you r enclared on lebr.;.....r;; 6 t o the y ... eht "Hero" 
wbieQ ~. in dist r ess wi th ~ bro~en propeller oh-ft . The 3ur~u 
1_ pIe led t o e~:roend you tor th~ ••• 1st¥nee re~ered on thic 
Gee.ulon, "" r eco rd of 't.b leb _111 b, In:ludK in yo;;.r offiei a.. l 
hitt017 . 

CO:·,''', uloner of lJ.g:bthouaes • 

• 
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• I I "I /1' ,), \1\1 ..... "." ., ... , . .. " .... -_ I 
,", 0" " "- I',. r.·· .. ''''··· ''''· ... 

\ \ I:'St ~ AM 9 : 1 6 . • 
• 

NOTIFICATION OF PERSONNEL ACTION ;::;;;;;-:: == .,.,. =:;:;;;;-

Keeper 

Cl ... J-j ($2?24.CO-J17S . 44) 
$3024 .96 p&. incl $60 pa Qtrs 

u. s . Coast Guard 

£.O.D. 

, 
10. ORG .. NIZATIO ... AL. 

DESIGNATI0f<8 

\ 

L1eht Attendant 

Range (lJ~ . 96-J476 .40) 
$J021 .. 96 p • 

• 

u. s. Coast Guard 
• 

NEn1 Orleans, la. 
Atebafalcwa River Lt .Att . sta., New Orleans, La. 

Point au Fer Hear Lt.Sta., La. 
H&o.DQUART1[RS 

, 0. 

This is a r~ar position in the authorized complecent of the District. • 
• . 

'!he position of Keeper (HoB 507), at Point au Fer Reef Lt. Sta., is abolished 
coincident wi tb the transfer of llr. Kif!. 

• 

. -

-

• 

- , 

• 
• 

• 

r" - .. '-
• 

• 

• 

•• 

• 

Ciy1l1an &!ploy-ees , CG , 
,'---_--'!:'do'-___ -;-

• 
• 

• 

- - • - -. -
-• 

, &. P05IT1Ofo1 C LASlII'ICt.TION , 

• 

* Spangler . Eddie R. (1:>-.) 
Retired 7- 31-48 

~ . 

'" 
,-

, 

1. EMI'L~Y EE COPY 
.... --

, . · .. .. • • 
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• 
• DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ,.,...... ....... _ .. _._--

.J ........ u ... o . on _ Lt...,._ ••• 
..... _ ....... . u.. • 

LIOHTHouall aEptYIC I[ 
~ .. .. 

• 

• roB . • 

• 

G. C. Kitte , 2nd AI.t. Y.o~or. 
Ship Shoal Light StatIon, 

U9rgan City, Louisiana . 
('l'hrouch tbe Keeper) , 

O"ICI 0' 'II,U'IO,NDIM', 't'M DI"IUCT 

NitW OltL.A" . , LA, 

1 . It 18,.r1tb 'p).ea.-,;re ... tllat this of11ce transmit. 
here"" th Depart! e n t letter 01" Febr.Jery 13. 1925, COIDllBnd'Dg 
you for the asslGtance reDiered on Febras.ry 6th to the 
yachtn "HE30" whi oh wa.a in dis tresl with. broken propeller 
shatt o 

2 . 
officIal 

• 

• 

Thi' oOmlendatlon wIll be recorded as ~art of your 
history . . 

HIER 
f L1ghthoU~.~ 

• 

.. 
• 

- - -

• 

• 



,. uou,w. ~o~u ... 
COI"lIur~U O~ L'OKTHOan • 
.. 0 •• ' ... .. 0 OOT! 0' nl. UTI .. 

• 
• 

UO.,U .0 

LGJ DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

BUREAU OF LIGHTHOUSES 

WASHINGTON 

February 13 , 1925 . 

Godtred C. Kille , 2nd Assistant Keeper. 
Ship Shoal Light Station. La. 

(Through ~uper1ntendent of Lighthouses , New' Orleans, La.' 
The Bureau is in receipt of report from the keeper dated 

February 7, 1925 forwarded from the ~'uperintendent, regarding 
the assistance you rendered on Febru4r"'.,i 6 to the yc..cht "Hero" 
v/hich vas in dist r ess with a. broken propeller sbaft. !.l'he Bureau 
1s pleased to co~neDd you tor the assistance rcudered on this 
occasion, a record of which will be included in your offioial 
history. 

F • '. , 

CO!iUilj ssioner of Lighthouses . 
-
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UNITED STATES COAST GUARO 

... ...,.,pS ".,...y TO 

COL1!Al;o5t~ 8TH COAST GUAHD DISTiUCT 
1;5:: ORL:;:JJ1S _ LOUUIA!JA 

" .. Lit TO ..... 

16 s"pt.~or, 1948 
File: pC 75 

From: Conrnnnde r, eth CO Dilltr;tct 
To: !Jr. G. c. Kiff , }:ecper, Point au Fer RElef Light St!.tion, l~rgWl 

City, Louisiana 

Subj : Intra Agency Transfer & Promotion 

1. Trans.":litted herewith are Standard FOrn:8 50, Notification ot Per-
• 

so~~el Action, covering the Intra Agency Transfer & Promotion of yourself 
and l!r. Davidson as sho\"on below : 

From To -
Godfrey C. Kiff . reeper, Point au Fer 

Reef Light Station, La. 
Light Attendant, J.tchal'alaya 
River Lt.Attdt. Sta., La. 

17>n. H. Davidson 

\ 
:"ssista"lt Keepe r, 
Point au Fer Reef Light 
Station, La. 

Light AttendQIlt, ktch.s.ta1aya 
River Lt.Attdt . Sta., La. 

2. Await instructions from this office bef ore pr oceeding to YOlIr new 
station . 

• 

• • 

Incls 
• 

.2 St.d.Forme 50 • -

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

By dir.,eti 

, • 

, 

, 

• 
'-IlL . / 

-

-• 

• 

• 

• 
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UDlI .. AU. COII"U .. : " TlO"1 to DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
L JOI<THOU • • 1 ..... a:tO'" 

"1tW 0" ...... "' .. ..... • LIGHTHOUS e: SERVICE 

1f31h 

G. c. 11ft., 2nd ..... t.Deper. 
ShlJ> Shoal Ll&ht Stat ion, 

.organ CUi7;: La. · 
(fhrouah tho D.~r) 

• 

-

• 

O"ICI 0' '"'~ICTOIt, 8TH DlnltlCT 

MawOltL .... N • • LA. 

jpril 27tb,l923. 

1II,,10e04 to, a QOJl7 or l'Al¥m 206, "Rooord ot l'bFl1oai BlwnlnaUon of 
LiS'" Koeper or Aielotant L181>t ~." with l'P:pl1oat1on thereon tor ,.our 
• ....,'b.Uon b7 an otrio .. of the U. 8. l'util1c 116.' tit eonlc •• 

You are into," 74 'Chat ali l1ght ]S:epdrl and. aslistant light keepere 
are required '0 be uam1ned by" u.t Publio Health Servioe before tbey ~aae 
~nU*-lod to lIItdioal -reliet "'thout cbarse a' hospital. and 'tationo or the 
PUlll1cHeal th So~.10', 1'he ex ... 1nation 10 allo requlre4 to 40termine thit _1 ...... '. pb,-olcal thhe .. tor -\ile L18l>tlloUl' Serv1oe. 

• 

Y"u .... directed ~o hAVe YOUrBelf -.-.. dno<i b7 the meet ""u.oDirt PDr.l1c 
Hoalth Senic. crUc1al at t~st oppoltwil-t,.. Reply to tI11. lottor at """.. _ 
stat1n8 ",hen and wile .. you Will be .... emmed, .;'d j",bmlt r&Quoet en the propaz 
tom tor the neoeslary llave of 'ebe.Zlce trom 'the station. 

B.tore pre.onting -tho applioation to tho doctor, it IIIWIt be ccq>leted 1,,-
• • • , f • 

tl111tlg in the jnformatlon in regard to -00101' of hajJi color ot eyes, u4 cUlI-
-t!"IP"eblng merlea. You must aloo Bign it _re clo81gnate4, "SI8"otcae ot &p-. .. . . . 
plleant.," and bay. the ~eper witne8S ~o~ signature. All eqenae ot tr •• el 
in c=.~Uon With tl118 " .. mlnaUon IIWIt be pa14 by you. 

'1'be ,t~lic.lng 10 .. Ust ohow1hg 10caUons of 'til. t>ubl1c -110.' U. Seh1ca 
OffIcer., 

~o.l,: .. "lcolo, i'la: , 
~.acola, 'la •• 
lloblle, Ua. _ 
'Gult;>ort, Jl1ri., 
Port utbu:, 1:'exas. 
Cal ve on, rexas. 
Port a'"·u~ ~e:"" 
Be. )A,'D', La., 

• 

• 

8,,11 "'Oli ~ohec'or ot CUlt"', tor -intOl'latlou, 
~~ic ~eal\h Bervlce Ottioo. 
u. S. 1"',rin6 HOZl}>ltal . 
PlII>l1C lIoal-th Sorvice Ott1oo, 

do. 
do. 
do. 

U.S.Varina Hosp1~al IOtt!e. 1n """tem B~.I, 

E. S. IER 

• • 

, 
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'fL. N o. II , . 
• 'RECORD OF PHYSICAl EXAMINATION OF LIGHT KEEPER OR ASSISTANT .. , 

IN CO~'ON WITH MEDICAL REliEF BY THE PUBLIC m:,uTlI SERVICE J 1 1922 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
L IGHTHOUSE SERV ICE 

8_th Dnmucr. 

_, 1!J Q3. 
To tho :\lEDlCAI. OFFICER IN CHAnGE , 

[I, S. Public fleallh Service, 

••• Orleen' La. --- __ ._. ____ •• ________ t __ •• • _________________ _ 

Sm: 

weight, . .lAO 0 ___ pounds; color of hair, color of eyes, •... 

distinguishing lnarks, ... _~ ____ _______________________ __________ . _________ .. ______ ... __ ... __ . ___ _. ____ ... ". _____ _ 

------------------ ----- --.-.. ------- ------------------ ----- --_._ .. --- -------- ------------- _. ------ -. ---- ------ -- - ._- ----------------
as to eyesight, hearing, and physical condition. 

When the oxamination hag been completed tho findings should 1>0 recordcd on this blank and the 
blank retornod to tho applicant. 

Respectfully, 

(Signaturo of 
(To 00 signed in the presence of the officer issuing 

of the Lighthouse Service.) {Sianature of wit ••• 

U. S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 

,. A':' .(~ 4t 00 * v 'l1 P LA()E, __ • ___ _ • ___ ____ __ • ____ ••••• _ _ •• __ . , ._ _ ... _-

To LWJfTJfOUSY. I N8PF.OTon, );l 'I'bis certifies th.t I have thi, day exomined tho oy ... ight, hoaring, and ph),,,icol cOllwhQn 

....... /f)J '(!./ . ' ~" ) il! . 
of fI; 6 ~ er '.,. 0 '. -' and {hut hlln ph)1Urah.\' 1 q~alif\('J: m ac-eord-

Allee with ru .. approvrld hy the Secretary oC tho..'r rca.sury and tho &crotal'j' or ('ommC'l'('('I, ~pectil1g 
the treatment. by the Public )J(,ulth &'r\~i('e of Jight ke61)(1N I\l\d ru;.sistant light kNlPN'S or tb('l Lightho\ll;O 
Service punu8nt. to tho Art of Congrc>i8 8ppro\"(ld August 28, 1016. 

Po jz di< 'l"sliOe" f or 0'0 puoso ' i/b 

nh.,'7".." ..... c~tt..~ .:.Jl:J.f ___ .'mu ... 

. , Surglon, U. S. Publitl B talth. Sl rvict . 

• If <luaIiOed, . trike Ollt tlie word " diaquaUfied " and the IlAnIirarh fOllowior,~, ~----;:";::;;' I~II;--



I 
1_ .. 111 f8fMJIIII€Mll/IHfI 

• lIfRfllJlf"JHilIfl IInlllmHIUHI 
HfW ""'6IJ1/U, 

WI~. 

,.. 
tJljillitl'f","W( 01' CO"'MIERCI: 

\ 

Llo#tUoU.& NnV'f¢& -.. 

O,naor'''''"..illJOJ12*r.lntOL i h r 
C FlI'ClP,C·.I • • iA 

• 

I .• I" ftil4i7, l"Jropol', 
~I'" 9/,/,*1 Mf/ht !aaif"", 

Idu~"",' (jfW, l.6UiSf&na. 

1. '1bI>1I0 h f,,~lo.~~ hel10rlth " copy at the .,.,.. WHca]. 
11.,,4bOI/X, 1111&1191'04 1Yy tM 1Inlted state. l'I1blic Ilealt"!l Sen"lce, 
t o U ~1'4 *'JIns ShlV'. );8dfofna Cho.t ADd 7frst Aid at sea.-

• 
I. A~WllH"" t. fnvited to the list o~ cf4'''''' 8lQplles = 

,i,lp. !1M .~.H""M ot tbe United state. L1ghthcuse Sen~ce 011 F'8I'e 
~ ~'" ~.1' in makittg reqt11eltfOJ> t<Yr aupplle., 7<>'~ will be gold"" 
Ity M. l.isii If.~helf than by the list in the 1915, bandboo!< • 

• "" ;' J, 11ltM Wind-book':t6 tb \16. Mken ~p on yc:nr pzq:e:rt, :reLeta 
M .t.ti&ii jfllillut,V ",,4 aooaunte<1 tar on each return. 

• E. S . ~IIER 

Superlntendsn -at L1ghtbcr,tse(t1 

• 

• 

• 

• 

.. 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMM ERCE 
...... 0 ." .LA. 

LEO LIGHTHO USE SERVICe: 

NEW O R' • ..., • • LA. 

lIovember 6 , 1936 

Godfrey C. Kllt , Second .LIi.t.Xeeper. 
o.rater Bayou Light Station 

verine lloute No . 2 
Morgan Ctty, La . 

('l'hrough the Keeper) 

• 

• 
, 
• 

1 . Referr ing to your letter of September 10, 1936. advising 
that your no.me should be correctly apelled Godfrq C. Kitt , instead of 
Godtred C. Kirte , as it had been carried in official recorda. you are 
advised that this matter was r eferred to the Bureau of Lighthouses for 
nece8aAry action, and information has been received ae follows : 

"The Department has amended ita records in the case of 
• Godfred C. Kilfe to show the correct spelling of his DOme a8 

Godfre,y C. Xift . The Bureau is authorized to cbnnge its rec­
ords accordingly. 

ftA new appointment certificate will not be issued aa a 
result of this change, nor will an oath of office be required" 

2 . 
office. 

Necessary change a l so has been made 1n the r ecor ds of thi s 

For and 1n the absence of the Superintendent • 

• 

• 

• 
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75 

crUCt of 

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 
.... Orle&llt, I.. 
161o,ambtr. 1942 

Dht:lct. Coad Cl,.r4 Off1cer. 
Zlcbth X.Tal Dl.trlet. 

• 

hea, 
To I 

IIt.tbJoet l 

Inclomr • • 

Diltrict Cea.to 0uar4 Otficer, :l1.&ht.h Ie,val Dhtrlct . 
Go4trt,. C. Xlft, Keeper, l'oiJ1\ _ lu a..I 1.1 _ _ ' tA'IoD. 

Cb"",1 in atdut end post ot datT. 

(A) DepartlllDt rora 22143. adThlnc of T?u.r tranlter . 

1. Inelomrl (A) 11 forvarded. to~ 70\1r i nformation and 
rteord. , roar t re.ntter haYiac bien eft,cted 22 Ootobtr . 1942 • 

• 

• 

I 
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'c . "'C.YTO 

! L! TO ....... 

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 

GUARD OFflCIII\R 
I I \PC) 

75 

NEW ORLEAN ••• LA 

17 lIarch, 1948 

FlOP! Connander , 8th Coaat Guard District 
To: 10:". Godfrey C. Kiff, Keeper, Point au Fer Reef Light Station, 

Morgan City, Louisiana 

SUbJ: Your promotion to Principal Keeper 

Receipt is aCknowledged of your letter dated 16 ),larch, 1948 in which 70u 
i"eLer to letter from this office regarding your recent promotion. There 
1.a quoted below letter from th1a office to 'Which you mBke reference: 

-Transmitted hereWith 113 Treasury Department Form 2249 
dated 'Z7 January, 1948, notifying you of your promotion 
effective 8 February, 1948 from the position of 1st Assis­

$2619.72 per annum in the pay range $2168.28-
including $60 per annum quarters, to 

in Char ge, $2619 . 72 per annum, .in­
per aonum quarters, in the p~ range $2394.00 -

(Joderscoring suppUed. It w 111 be noted from the foregoing and also on 
the TI e&SUI7 Department Form 2249 forwarded to you with the above-quoted 
letter, that you were promoted from 1st Assistant Keeper to Principal Keeper. 
1l'bl1 e ;your rate of pay was not changed, you will note that the range of your 
pay has been increased fran a maximum of $2619.72 per annum to $2845.44 per 
annua, includi ng $60 per annum for quarters. 

II. 
Ily 

• 
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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 
New ORu: ..... N ••• LA 

DISTRICT C~Y GUARD O"'['C~" 
EIGHTH aMY DI.-r .. ICT PC} 
....... M .. 0 "IUI> 7 5 

from: 
To: 

Sub j: 

17 l.!o.rch, 1948 

Co~~der, 8th Coast Guard District 
ltr. Godfrey C. Ktlt, Keaper, Point au fer Reef Light Station, 
lo!'or ean Cl ty , Louisiana 

Your promotion to Principal Kaepar 

Receipt 1.s acknowledged ot your letter dated 16 l.!arCh, 1948 in wh1.ch you 
reter to letter from this office regarding your recent promotion . There 
b quoted belon letter from th1e oftice to lIhich you make reference: 

IITrans.rn.itted herewith is Treasury Department Form 2249 
dated 27 January, 1948 , notUying you ot your promotion 
effective 8 february , 1948 from the position of 1st Assis­
tant Keeper, $2619 . 72 per annum in the pay range $2168.28 -
$2619 . 72 per annum, including G60 annum quarters, to 
the position of Keeper in Charge, in-
cluding $60 per annum quarters , in -
52845. 44 per annum. 

Underscoring supplied . It wi)] be noted fram the foregoing and also on 
the Treasury Department Form 2249 forwarded to you .... ith the above-quoted 
letter, that you'V/ere promoted from 1st Asdstant Keeper to Princl~l Ke~per . 
r.hile your rate of pay 'Was not changed, you will note that the range of your 
pay has been incr eased fram a maximum of $2619 . 72 per annum to $2845 . 44 per 
annum, including $60 per annum. for quarters . 

l!. GARF 
By dire 

• 

• 



U,l CM$T 
~ , I 111.'11 ORI.£AIIS. 

) 
• J948Sa> 6 AM 9:16 

NOTIFICATION OF PERSONNEL ACTION 
fT.,.~ .. ~ ••• (~~.;=;;~;;~;;~;;~;m",,~~ 

K1J:£, Ood£ro;y c. (Mr.) 

rlilOM 

Keeper 

Cl ... ~ ($2724.00-)175."") 
$302~ .96 pa incl $6C pa Qtra 

U. S. Coast Guard 

NeN Orlea"s» La. 
Point au Fer Reef' Lt.Sta., La. 

IS, I!:Do4ARKS 

10-12 0) 

, 
ORGANIUT10NAL 
DEIIIGNATION • 

• 
\ 

PlI!LO OR De'T'1.. 

Lieht Attendant 

Range "3024.96-3476.~ 
$3024.96 pa 

U. S. Coast Guard 

Nelf Orleans J La. 
Atchafalqa River Lt • .ltt. Sta., lao 

This is a regular position in the authorized canplement of the District. 

The posit.1on of Keeper (#08-507), at Point au Fer Reef Lt. 
coincident with the tr8llBfer of Mr. Kiff • 

SU., 1.8 abol1shed 

--

.. 

I'. hi : ACfi'RIAT.OH 

• 

CIIlot, Cl,UlOA ""0 ... 01 D1t!.I. 

II. II'OaITIOfoI CU II"ICAT10f01 ACTION 

. * Spangler, Eddio K. ( ... ) 
Retired ?-310048 

1'1l0III , Civilian ~loye8a, CO 
, 

. 04 TIt 01" 04 TH vren, CYI ' ONI.T) 

~, 014 

1. EMfl.9Y EE COPY 
I 

* ~ .. _&,.::: t no ..... _ ........ 1C4 . , ... _ , . . 
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UNITED STAlES COAST GUARD 

ADDR_ "'-. Y TO 

COIl1lANDER, 8TH COAST GUARD DISTRICT 
NF.l1 ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 
- .... TO I'1lJC 

From: • Commander, 8th CG District 

16 September, 1948 
File: pc 75 

To: Mr. G. C. Kiff, Keeper, Point au Fer Reef Light Station, If.organ 
City, Louisiana 

Subj: Intra Agency Transfer & Promotion 

1. Transmitted herewith are Standard Forms 50, Notification of Per-
sonnel Action, covering the Intra Agency Transfer & Promotion of yourself 
and Yr. Davidson as shown below: 

Godfrey C. Kiff 

11m. H. Davidson 

From 

Keeper, Point au Fer 
Reef Light Station, La. 

Assistan t Keeper, 
Point au Fer Reef Light 
Station, La. 

To -
Light Attendant, Atehafa1aya 
River Lt .Attdt. Sta. , La. 

Light Attendant, Atchafa1aya 
River Lt. Attdt. Sta' J La. 

2. Await instructions from this office befor e proceeding to yottr new 
station . , 

-

By 

Incls 
_~==0-2 St.d . Forme.sO 

, , 

• 

• 

/ 
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• M 0 R G A N CIT Y ARCHIVES 

SOURCE_--.:G~od~!'r~O!7...:K~i~r~r~(M~o~r,:!g~an~C::i~t~Y!.'-':L~a~)~ 
JUly, )979 

SUBJECT HEADINGS 
LIGHTHOOSR HIST<RI 

• 

, 

1923, ~ulJ' 11-

1925, Fob. 19-

1925, Fob. 13-

1948, NOT. 16-

1948, Feb. 2-

1948, Mar. 17-

19bB, SePt 16-

1948, Sept. 6-

1957, Aug. 

1962, Mar, 29-

1964, Jan. 9-

1964, J an. 31-

1964, Feb. 5-

1964, Feb.13-

1964, Jan.29-

1964, J an.21-

1964, F.b.20-

1961, F eb.15-

1964, Feb.2B-

1974, Feb. 7-

-

p orsonal Memoirs 
• -

Letter from the DePt of Couinerce to L.L. Guidry, keeper, 
8ignod b7 E .S. Lanph:l.or, Supt or L1g!ltbouoe. 
Lettor to G.c.xur, 2nd As.'t.heper- Sh1p Shoal L:ig!lt, 
o1gned b7 E.S. Lanph1er 
Letter to G.C. Kitt, signed b7 COUDa. of Lighthouses 

Letter fran U.S. Cout Guard--notLce of tran8ferO -
a1gnod b7 W.J. Braun J r 
Letter from U .8. Coast Ouard- notice of proJDOt1on, 
signed b7 M. Garlield 
Letter from U.S. Coast Ouard- notice of promot1m., 
signed b7 M. Garfield . 
Letter from U.S. Coast Guard- :fn regard to transfer pm 
p!vMotion, signed by 'W.J. BllIUn Jr 
EmPloyee copy of Notification of Personnel Action 

, 
Letter from U .5. C02Bt Guard, letter of pwreclatlon 
and c Ijlpnendatlon, signed by J .A. Kerrlns 

, 

Letter from U.S. Coaat Guard- notice of recogni tioD 
ald presentation of 4o-year lapel button 
Letter !'ran Commandant of U.S .Coast Cl=rd :in Washington 
D.C._ notification of 42 ,.eatS honorable sel vice, lIigned 
b7 E.J. Roland, !dlUirAl, U .S.Coast. Guard 
Letter fran 6th Coast Guard Dist at Nell Or1eans-cCillpl1-
menta on Kift' 8 retirement, signed b,. Rear Admiral J.D. 
Cra1k at NeW Orleans 
Letter from Treasury Dept, U.S.Coast Guard, in regard to 
retired pa,. of former Lighthouse Sel'vice personnel 
Letter from. DEr.TA .JEWE:I.mS or Greenwood, Miss, personal 
triend, complimenting him on a job well done 
MORGAN CITY REVIElI item- Mayor Bro,..,ell~8 proclamation 
tor uOODFREY Kn'lI' DAIl', scheduled tor that Frl~ 
Copy ot letter trom Rear A.ctm1.ral Carlak ot the Coast 
Guard in regards to Kift' B retirement, addressed to 
M.C.H eyor Br()l1l1ell I 

Letter from U.S.Coaet Guard, U.S.Treasury Dept- in re­
gards to the statu s ot fonner employees 
Let.ter rran U .S.Coast. Guard, in regards to Longl>h of 
Service Award for Civilian Employees, expressing appreci­
ation for years of fa1thrUl .orv1ce- 35-"ear button pre­
lI!Jented. 
Bulletin regarding intonnatlon on the AIBnlT GAIJATIN 

~ for Kiff r~tirement. 
TIMES PICAYUNE_ uKIFF a::mmms DAYS ON LIGI!l'HOUSES" 

( cant.'d) Page 2 



MORGAN CIT Y ARCHIVES 

1975, April 28-

1915J If,". 12-

1916, .Tan.2S-

• 

Letter tro. U.S.Dept ot Interior, uk11l8 11ft lar bia 
peum.l •• oira and lor an ott1cla1 record. 
in the •• k1 nc of the CR&SA.PEAXE, 'beina ..... b-
led in \ 'allhington at fle Rational J.rct'dfta, 81",ed by 
Start Hutorhn O.H. Van Zee 
Newa letter trv. O.S. Dept 01 Interior, Ira. Stall 8ia­
torienJ reque.tina etttll to the If .. i onal p .. k S.n1ea 
L.tter Ira. U.8. Dept of Interior-notic. of arn: ... l of 
lillla hiatorical .c.entoea 

- Color brochure CD the Llabtehlp QI!SAPF.A.D 
- 1.-"'18 Hietorical1ntol"lll.tioD on SHIP SHOAL LICHT in Atchetal.,.a B., 
_ Printed. booklet ·L1camtOUSBS AND LlCJITatIPS OF NCImf!:I!N ouu or HUICOI' 

!awed b1 the O.S .Cout Ouud/DaPt 01 Tr~lPo:rt.at1CD 
, _ Printed booklet "J.1m TO NAVIOATICN BJLLETIH-_ Dept 01 TJ"IlDapftJ..s.c.O. 

- Perllol'&l 'black slut!c b."d fro. IUlla 1nair;n1a on bill up 
- (lOll )0-7" Phil one 3S-10&l' pin with rab'fl 2.aU,larp f:U.ft 'hatton. 
- J negatine (J:x,S) - photoe taken .t---

Orator BaJUU Upt (Oodtrq lUI and aon) 

• 

Ship Shoal Lt&ht (I1.tt/S1dnll7 Iill/ Dewey Daudaoo) 
Oyater B&.JUI.I ldeht (1111 end Leo L. <hd.d:rJ') 

Donated to the Horgan Cit1 ArCh!""1I 
1979, with DO relltri.ct!ODII bipolled. 

SiChUd D.te J7- / ¥-ZZ 

• , 



• 

M 0 R G A N CIT Y ARCHIVES 

Oq1t[!Y litt (Kor gan Citr) 
SUBJECT HEADINGS 

L1ghthouaea 

, 

SHIP SiOAL LIGHTHOUSE • 
BID. "Ode! 

. TbiJI b to certi.f:r that I, 0odtr.,. 1:1.11 401 7th St. 
Horgan Cit,., Loule1ana, do bereb)" donate to the KCit6AN CITY AJIQIivEs 
.,.. h·ndmai. model ot the tomer stIP SiOlL LIDHTHOOSE in Atcbatala1 • 
B.,. Chlnn.l, to remdn u a pentanent part ot the h1atorl.cal collect-
100, 1I1 th no restrictions im.polM!ld. 

Signed Da" £-//-1 - z'l 

Witness.52 ~.(; ~'" ,4 .• tfl;~4 -~/ 

ikl;tik 
• 

• 
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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 

.......... r ........... "'0 
DI8TAICT ~?".-T OU",,.D D"'tCIZA 

l:i:IGH'TH)Nn-/b(.. DI5TI"'CT (pc) 
.. u ... 'fO~ 75 

FrOID: • 
COJ'lLl''lbTldeT, 8th C03.5t Guard District 

To : Godfrey C. Yo!f!, ut Aasutant Keeper, Point au Per Reef Lieht 
St&tion, P. O. Boy. 152, ~o rgan Ci ty, Lou1 ~ lana 

-
Subj: Your promotion to Keeper in Charge 

Tren&mltt.ed here"l'd.th h Treasury Department Form 2249 dated 27 Janu.a.ry, 
1948, notl~g you of your promotion effective B February, 1948 from the 
po ~ition of lst A~ai9tant Keeper, 32619.72 per annum in the pay range 
$2168.28 - $2619.72 per annum, includitlg $60 per annUID. quarter~, to the 
pos ition of Keeper in Charge, $2619.72 per annum, including $60 per annum 
quarters, in the pay . range t2394.00 - 32845,_44 per anm.vn. 

• 

Inc 

• 

Il. G;.RF 
By dlr 
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UNIT 
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D ST ... TES CO .... T GU ... RD 
.#!"W Orl.l\AfII, t.... 
l' "'t1 \.', 1 . 2 

or!'lC' ~t 
Z\tt.:"U\ C,,,., "\AN tl!'1"r • 
• ~",~b : •• al D1t\:"'let. 

1:"'0;11 

'to I 

l)h!r~ct ~ •• ·t C>.;,ar( OUtc."' •• ~p r yal :~.tr: .. U·. 
~~n7 c. Xut. x.-,.r. 'G' \ Tu' .... ! I.!~ aLI'S," L 

In,c1ourtC. , 
1. 

rlcor4 •• 

• 

IncloC;lJ" (.1) it r~n"lr!..t fr,'r 7-':' S't.!',.. t1 ... ,...-e 
r>'U tralld'.' b,..1.Dc b,'" .f:.:.:!" 22 Oct:-=. r. 1~2. 

• 
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. ~' . • WELCOME ABOARD 
LIGHTSHIP CHESAPEAKE 

A proud ship has retired with a new mission. 

Altel 40 years 01 distinguished service 011 tile eastern 
seaboard .n the coaslal waters 01 tile United Slates. the 
ghtsh,p CHESAPEAKE has loulld a new home In 

SoutllwMt Washmglon. D.C .• whele she Is alive and ac· 
IIYe as ever. The ship Is manned by area Sea $couts and 
operated by Ille National Parll Service as an envl/onmell­
tal exhIbit. Hel bright red hull and beacon lanlern-tl 
welcome sight 10 ship captains lor so many years-now 
serve to warn 01 Ille danger 01 pollution. The ship wllh 
marine exhibits is open 10 the public and lacUities are 
available for use by students in the study 01 Polo mac Riv· 
erecology. 

• • 

DlSTINGUISHEO SERVICE 

The CHESAPEAKE was built in 1930 at Charleston. 
South Cerotlna. lor the Bureau 01 Llghlhouse Service. On 
August 17. she depar1ed Charleston for Nor/olk, Va. on 
hel maldon voyage: hellirst cluty station was off Fenwick 
tsland. Delaware. 

On July 17. 1933. slle began a tour of duty that spanned 
the war years. encountering many clangelous storms ancl 
InvoMng endless houl' of routine duty at lhe moulh 01 
Chesapeake Bay. One severe storm which laShed tile ship 
for days In 1962 lesulled In loss 01 hall tile pliot house 
npped away In high seas. 

The CHESAPEAKE served wittl distinction lor over 29 
years on the bay. She began ller tour ulldel ttle Light· 
house Service as LS-lt6. but, In 1939. when tile service 
WlIS absorbed by Ilia United States Coast Guard, tile 
CHESAPfAl(E received a new deslgnatlon as WLV·538. 
During World War II. she was pr8SSed Into selvice olille 
U.S Navy and activated off Sandwich. MB$sachusells 
Relieved by the Navy In tile sum mel 011945, she leturned 

10 tier Ctlesapeake Bay slallon and served tMra until Sep· 
tember 01 1965. 

OIMI seMea InCluded marking 1M entrance to Dela· 
wace Bay, where she assumed the name- 'Delaware'­
the namo of hel duty 5lallon. 

In addition 10 marking harbor approaches and Impor· 
tant stllpplng ctlennels, the CHESAPEAKE also served 
to galhec meteorological data and aided WIth oceano­
graphic studies. 

RENOVATION AND CONVERSION 

Many Ilgt\tshlps like 11M! CHESAPEAKE have been re­
lired al'ld gradually replaced with modem. automated nav­
igalion aids such as "super buoys" and stoollo ..... er struc­
tures like tho one now at the mouth of Chesapeake Bay. 
Following her decommissioning in 1971. tile CHESA­
PEAKE was acquired by the National Park Service for 
conversion to 8 lIoatlng environmental exhibit to supple­
ment existing Park service programs in education. histo­
ry. ecology and recreation . 

Complete rehabl1itallon In the Baltimore shipyardS alld 
the Washington Navy Yard was fmished in the fall of 
1972. when the CHESAPEAKE moved to har permanent 
mooring facilities 011 East Potomac Park in the Washing. 
\oI'lChanne1. 

Designed for maximum seaworthiness while riding at 
anchQr under high sea and wiod conditions. Ihe vessel is 
130-lool-long. displaces 630 tons and has a 350 hor&&­
power. diesel-lliectric engine capable 01 maintaining a 
maximum speed 019 knols. Her high bow. rounded stern 
and high Irooboard aro distinctive characteristics In ships 
of her class. OIhor unique laatures 01 the ship il'fClude the 
"mushroom" anchor In Ihe bow Close tothewaterline and 
the bright double lantern at the lop 01 the mastl\ead. liv­
ing accomodatlons on board include one cabin. live $in­
gle and live double staterooms. 

The National Park Service has added several aquariums 
which depict the complex eco-system of typical marine 
and estuarine lile. and an environmental laboratory 
equipped with micloscopes and necessary inslrumenlao 
lion for marine tUe studies. 

Welcome aboan:ll 

STUDY AND V1SHS 
ABOARD THE CH~SAPEAKE 

Th. PubliCi, invited to tour the ship'S lacilities and view 
ecology exhlbi~ The CHES.\PEAKE Is open lor lOUrs ev­
ery Saturday and Sunday Icom 1 to • p.m. Thefe Is no 
admISSIon charoe 

Wuhlngton Ar" &m.ntlil)" School Students come 
aboard each weekday wilh Ihellteacl\els to examine. I,rsl 
hand. problems conhonllllQ thell enVlfonment-and to 
discuss possible solutions. Visiling as a class. lhoe Slu­
dents move through a senes of stahonslncluding a watel 
analysis and 8 watel cycle exhibit. designed to increase 
their awareness and involvement in the environment The 
program. which includes pla-slle and posl-$lte materi. 
al. was developed JOintly by National C8j)ital Parks ollha 
Nationat Parll Service and 0 C Public School science 
teachers and alliS. It Iocuse-s on the cUl/enl $late 01 tile 
Potomac Watershed area 
Slud.rrts Towlrd Enrltonm.n.tJ1 PlrtidPltlon{ST£PJ ~ a 
program wh,ch grtes metropotililn alea high school Slu­
dents a uni<[ue opporluRify to examine in depth a selected 
environmental study area (ESA) By systematically moni­
tOling an area in the Potomac R,yer BasIn. Ihese studenls 
gain an >llsight >lito Iha dillerentlactofS IhallnteraCI and 
are interdependent in their ESA 
EnvironmentBI studies currently include marine biology. 
marshland community relationshIps alld water quality 
analysls. Students have access to tIM shlp's laboratory 
and all Olller equipment necessary lor tho project. 
CoIIag. Sft/d.n/s on tile gladuate and undergraduate lev­
el supplement their regular classroom studies with pro­
jects >II erwironmentat education and ecology of the area. 
St~nts presentlyllWOlved in Ihi5 independent work rep­
resent Georgetown Umverslty. Amellcan University. lhe 
UniV&rsity 01 Maryland. and Washington Teclmicatlnsh' 
tute 
Sea Explorers Irom the Washington alea spend ItIelr 
week8flds aboard the CHESAPEAKE and serve as her 
Clew. The ship is homebase lor thell scouting proglam 
and provides them with a wide range 01 learning experi­
ences Inctuding weldIng. navigation. electronics. and In­
terpretiye wOlk In the NatIonal Parl< Service. 
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• . " • WElCOME ABOARD 
LIGHTSHIP CHESAPEAKE 

A proud ,hlp hU rellrtd W,lh • ntw I'liulon. 

Af!e-r 40 ~'T5 of d:lIirIQullhed UNic. 011 the 'U'11n 
,uboard In the eon!,1 ",Ifl'l of the Unitt<! St.IH the 
Iig'lW'lop CHESAPfAKE has found • n.w horM In 
So.rtnlO'el1 Wuhil'lg lon, 0 C~ ,,'!!er, Ih, I, .1J~ end ac­
IIYe u ,... The .hIP II lI'I.nned by ., .. S .. Seoul. ,nc! 
oper.~t;d by the N.tion, t PI"" Service ... n In"'honmen-
1.11 exh.blt ..., brig,hl rtd hull and be.eon lantern-, 
welcome "ghl to .hlp captlins lor .0 m."I~ yt"I-tlOW 
wrve to ... "n 01, the danger of pollution. ThI .hip wllh 
mII';'lle uhlbi1a 15 o~n to tlle public Inel I.eilllie:s .re 
av.,latllt'OI use by l1ud,nll in the Itudy of Potomac Riv­
f r ecology. • 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 

The CHESAPEAKE was built in 1930 at Dlilieslon. 
Southcaroli~ lor the Buruu of Ughthouse SelVice. On 
Augu5t 11, she departed Charleston for Nor1011(, Va. on 
her m.i:Sen VO)'.~; her first duly slation was off Fenwick 
Isl.nd. Delaware. 

OnJuly 17. 1933, &tIt begin II tour of duty thilt spanned 
the war YUrl, encountering many dangerous storms and 
invo!ving enc1le:s.s hours 01 routine duty a\ the mouth 01 
Chesapea".e Bay One severe slorm which tashed the ship 
lor days in 1962 resulted in loss 01 half the pilot house 
ripped a""ay in high seas. 

The CHESAPEAKE served with distinction lor oYer 29 
years on the bay. She began het 1001 under the Light­
hcvse Ser~ice IS L$-116, but, in 1939. when Ihe urvice 
was absorbed b~ the United Slates Coast Guard, the 
CHESAPEAKE received. new designation as WlV-538. 
C)oJring World W,r II. she was pressed into service of the 
US Navy .nd Icti~.ted 011 Sandwich. Masslctlusett, .. 
Re:,e,'tll b~ tile Navy In 1M summer of 19'5. sht returned 
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LOUISIANA LAMPLIGHTER 

BUILDS 

8MC(~) KIff AHD HIS REPLICA 
OF SHIP SHOAL 

1 

There's an old tiaer In Louisiana 
wh o hasn't (oraotten the "good 
life" of yeaI'll he spent •• a l_p 
lighter for the U. S. LiJhthouse 
Service . And, he'. spent •• n1 
happy hours 6ioee hi. retireaent 
reconstructing part of that life 
In the for. of .dDI.ture light­
houses. 

Godfrey c. KJfl, 71 •• civilian 
eaployee for the U.S. Lighthouse 
Se rvice gained the honorary rank 
of BMC(L) after the U. S. Coast 
Guard took ove r operation of 
lighthouses along the Loul'!an. 
coast. 

Since his retlre~ent. Kifl has 
constructed a model of the Ship 
Shoal Lighthouse which vas hi. 
first duty a tation In 1920. 
He served there six years. The 
model of the lIghthouse veigbs 
15 pounds, took 10 months to 
build and cos t $12.00 in alumi­
n~ tubing. copper pipe and brass 
screws . 

The following article about 
Kiff was sent in by the New 
Orleans Chapter of CPOA. The 
story which was printed in one 
of the 8th Distric t ' s publica­
tions tells the story well . .. 

Twenty miles of bayou to the 
nearest town and no newspaper, 
television or even letters. 
Forty-tvo years of stQr.s, 
loneliness and soaetimes des­
peration . 

Flsshing "50S" for days with 
a 10 foot ke r sosene lantern from 
atop a 105 foo t t ower , flying the 
flag upside down , burning kero­
sene in an open bucket - nobody 
saw t he signals, so lightkeeper 
Godf rey C. Kiff began to pr~ . 
His station mate had been ill 
fo r days. Kiff ' s sole help was a 
book entitled , "The Ship's Medicine 
CheSt and Firat Aid at Sea", which 
said 11ttle about appendicitis. 
Bu t Uff did what he could and 
his _ate pulled through . 



"It V •• ~ life .nd it vola 
• good ona," aaid Kiff, now 
in retirement from the U. S. 
Lighthou.e Service for the past 
11 yesn . 

He begsn his work aa an 
.s.istant lighthouse keeper at 
Ship Shoal Lighthouse off the 
coaat of Louisiana in 1920. He 
was tr.oaferred to Point au Fer 
Reef L18hhouee in 1926, to 
nearby Oyater Bayou L18hthouse 
in 1931 .-nd back to Point .u Fer 
in 1942. His fin.l assignment 
w .. Atch.C.laya River Light 
Attendant St.tion, where he ",as 
St.tion Attendant . 

Kiff, perhaps in an effort t o 
regain part of the life he felt 
wa "a good one," has begun to 
build mifti.ture lighthouses. 

To celebrate his tenth year 
io retirement , Kiff built an 
euct repl1c. of the lighthouse 
on S.Ibioe Bank. lie had tinkered 
for 11 month with some tin 
c.-ns, a pl •• ti c bottle, an alarm 
clock and six-vol t batter y , 
using. pocket knife, a file 
and • pair of pliers . 

Every thiDg functions, from 
the £lashing lantern on top of 
the lighthouse, to the rudders 
on the two hand c.tved boata. 

Through isolation, stOtms, and 
_quitos , "It was a good life," 
Uff .aYI , "both then and now . " 
He doelo't get t o the lighthouae 
.It POiDt .u Fer Reef DOW that the 
eoalt Cuard haa taken over the 
light, but he still goes down to 
the Atchafalay. River to watch 
the water 00 its journey t o the 
se •• 

• 

SHIP SHOAL LIGHTHOUSE IN THE GULF 
. OFFICIAl COAST GUARD PHOTO. 

liIiNK Twice! lboLrli ... 
• conseMng energy 

• eliminating waste 
• preventing excessive 

COS1S 
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