
Ri Head of the Passes, Depot. 
(Mississippi River.) 

l 

(Built in 1867; enlarged, extended, & improved in 1870.) 

Authorized by act of Congress, for 
lt-ho. at Head of Passes, - Sept. 28, 1850, 
for building sheds, wharves, &c. 

at the buoy depot at Head_of ~he 
Passes of the Mississippi River,July 15, 1870, 

" -for-protecting the lt-ho. depot 
at Head E_f th~ Pa~s~s, from the 
erosion of the shore, Mar. 3, 1873, 

,, for rebuilding breakwater for 
protection of lt-ho. site at the 
Head of the Passes, - Mar. 3, 1875, 

Depot at hert qf tlw passes.-The shed for the protection and storage of rna- -­
terials, tools, &c., was completed in May. It was weather-boarded and provided 
with large gates, so that boats may be hauled into it for repairs. A platform 
for c?a_l has ?een built. 'l'o meet all the requirements of the district this depot, 
so ehg1bly s1tuated, should be greatly extended. An estimate of the amount 
necessary for immediate purposes is submitted. 

---
Depot at fl,e JJeail of the passes.-A substantial wharf was built last 

year, and i,; in excellent condition. From a fiat-boat loaded with coal, 
ptu·clta roed lust year, pl~mks were obtaiued for building a fence around 

I C 0€' the e<Hlll•ile and laying a platform. 'file buildings consist of an enclosed 
!!;.._.. sli<•tl, 20 teet. lJy 40 feet, and ~~n old small tool-house built in 1862. The 

neees.sity wl1iel1 e:xists for sttitably extending this depot by the construc-
tion of proper lmildiug,; and accessories, which was reported in the last 
mnmal report, still existH, and the estimate of last :year is again sub­
mitted, 

The depot at the Head of the Passes of the Mississippi has been im­
proved during the year. During the month of May the wharf and that 

J portion of the railroad upon it were greatly damaged by the caving in 
- of the river bank above and at the wharf. To preyent loss fi:·om a like 

cause hereafter, it is proposed to construct a floating wharf, at small 
expense. 

1
6-o\. The principal depot in this district for the safe-keeping andprotecting -
6"10 of spare lmo;rs and for coal for the tender is at the Head of the Passes 

.../..' light station, 1\fississippi RiYer. 

3±0. Head of the passes, "l[lssiss1ppi Rit,er, Louisiana.-The work author­
ized, consisting of the construction of a wharf, protecting levee, and for 
a light-house and buoy depot, will be commenced as soon as the prevail­

/R-~0_ ing epidemic will allow it to be <lone. It is expected that work may be 
~ resumed in that Yieinity by the 1st of October. The breakwater built 

in 1868 has had a wry beneficial effect upon this station. The land 
"·itbin the inclosure has been raised from 18 to 2± inches by the deposi­
tion of sediment. 'Yhere large row-boats could navigate without diffi­
culty there is U0\1 solid dry gronnd. The danger apprehended from the 
threatened undermining of the foundation of the light-bouse by washings 
of the current of the river seems no longer to exist, and it may be con­
sidered as permauently arrested. 

$15, ooo. 

12, ooo. 

10' 000. 

3' 500. 



Head of the Passes, Depot. 
(Mississippi River). 

l
/fet1, Depot, at heml of:' the Passes.-'---Thc lmil<lings authorized were finished 
~ by the end of the year. 

Depot at Head of the Passes, Rive?' J11ississippi.-This building is in fair 

/'~J:!- coudition, but threatened by the wearing away of the river-b;:tuk. The 
o cost of protective works to insure the safety of the building, ruakes it 

a question as to whether it would not be advisable to remo\Te the depot 
back from the ri,·er, as in the case of the light-house, or to abandon 
the site for some other eligible location in the western portion of the dis­
trict. 

The cost of everything that enters into light-house construction on 
the :Jiexican Gulf coast is exceedingl_y high compared with other parts 
of the Gnion; the small number of cities where supplies necessary can 
be obtained at any price, in a district extending onr one thousand 
miles of coast, measnred ou the shortest line, not takiug into consider-
ation the bays, sounds, and estuaries; the delays experienced from ill­
ness among working-parties from malarial fevers; the soft and yield­
ing nature of the land aml shoals in the greater part of the district, 
making the operation of putting down foundations difficult and ex­
l'"nsin•: the nrtrcliable means of -communication with distant fiehl-par­
ties, by reason of the deficiency of railroads atHl packet-lines, han~ pre­
•eatetl the board from completing mauy of the works in the eightl1 tli:;­
trict. 

Buoy----a:il(1 Coal Depot, ftead of the Passes, JJiississippi Rirer.-An nppro­
priation of SlO,OOO \Yas granted lJy the act approYed March 3, 18'j0, for 
the protection of the depot from the erosion of the shore. 

~ Very recently the wharf, which for a long time threatened to gi,-e way, 
·~ at last fell into the ri;-er. The great expense of lmilding protective 

works and their limited duration by reason of the constant changes going 
on in the banks of the river, and the faet that the bead of the Passes is 
out of the way of communication by either telegraph or mail, make it 
extremely adYisalJle that the depot be changed to another locality. There 
seems to be no better oDe in this portion of the distriet than at the new 
light-house at Southwest Pass. The Yery substantial wharf built to 
aid the construction of the light-lwuse is still there. It has a front of 
G7 feet and a width of 3:.l feet. From it a \Yooden pier about '100 feet 
long leads to the light-house. A crane and tramway, proYided -witil 
trucks, arc already tlwre. By extending the wharf some 30 feet on one 
side WOUld giYe a good coal-platform, while a bUO,)·Shed, engineer's ana-­
inspector's store-rooms might be built on either side of the pier connect-
ing the wllarf and light-house. The wharf fronts on a slleltered bayou 
about three-quarters of a mile from the main channel of the Mississippi, 
free from all eroding action which has gi,-en such trouble at h_e_a.u.,ill _ _!b~ 
'Pas~es. The place is also in easy communication by mail and telegrapli. 
The buoy-shed and store-bouse at head of the Passes could be taken 
down ancl re-erectecl at the new depot, arid the lumber which is lJeing 
used for the temporary platforms at Timbalier and Trinity Shoal could 
be made available wuen those works are finished. It is therefore re­
commended that the depot at head of the Passes be abandoned, and a 
new one established at Southwest Pass, and that the $10,000 alreal1y 
appropriated for the protection of the oh~ depot be made a•ailable for 
the preparation of the new one, and an additional appropriation of 
$5,000 be made for the same purpose. The combined amount of $15,000 
ought to establish a new, commodious and secure depot, better in every 
resp_ect than the old one, and one which will probably neYer require pro­
tectn·e works, whereas the old one, after the expenditure of the amount 
already appropriated for works of protection, will require an equal 
amount next year for a new wharf and general repairs, and a much larger 
amount within two ;~ears for securing it against the washing of the river, 
a total of probably $30,000 or $40,000. 
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Head of the Passes, Depot. 
(Mississippi River). 

"The principal depot for this district is on the west bank 

3 

oi' South Pass, Hississippi River, and near the Head of' the Bass. 
It comprises a dwelling, store-house, buoy-shed, and an inclo­
sure for coal. The condition of the structures is fair. It 
;ill be necessary tCD remove this depot without delay, as the 

bank of the pass is, and has been, ~ast wearing away, more so· 
/r'YY in recent months on account of the works at the Head of the Pas; 
~· pertaining to the jetties. The dikes throw a current diagonal­

ly across the upper part of the pass, which abrades the bank 
near the depot. There is reason to fear that at low water a 
large part of the bank will cave in and carry away the public 
buildings now there. The most suitable place for the depot w 
at the lower end of the pass, at South Pass light-station. 
There is here a sufficient government reservation; the bank is 
firm and does not wear away. It is recommended that the appr~ 
priation, made by act approved June 23, 1874, for a depot at 
Southwest Pass be made available for a depot at such a place in 
the district as the board may find suitable for the purpose." 

"Southwest Pass Depot, La.--The sum appropriated (act June 24, 
1874) for building a buoy-depot at Southwest Pass, having been 

~~~~ made available by the act approved June 20, 1878, for a depot at 
t o;q,_such a place as the Light-house Board may find most suitable, 

the light-station at South Pass has been selected as the proper 
location. As soon as the plans, now under way, are perfected, 
work will be commenced." 

"South Pass, La.--At the close of the year the depot in course 
of construction was nearly completed. It will be ready for 
storing coal and buoys in the early part of August, 1879." 

(See South Pass, La.,depot, Port Eads 


