Ho—%policc's Bar

A preliminary gurvey of the bay and c.zTz=ce wec made in 1B51 with 2 mewe
therough cne ccaducted under the dirvecticn of Zeorge xvidson in 1858 (Coy; 16285,

Because the entrance was obstructed by & co=vec bLaT of sand which was constentiy
changing, no sziling directionc could be given by Devidsen (U.Ss Ccast Surveys
1E38). Vieclent seas often made passage over t-= bzr estrezely dangercus: eailiné
vessels were advised to wait for'a tug befcre z=ing a:y-étte;pt tc enter, DuTing
rcugh wiﬁter ronths, -1t was not unusual foTr elps to rem2in w}tﬂin the éafe:y'cf,
the bay for as long as a.mcntgjuntil the tzz w=:z . in suliteble péndiﬁion for passage.

The towns of Union (later Arcote) en’ Eeor=xe developed at cocomercieal peints

. - ” . - »
oo the bays.. Unicn served zs the supply t==te= for the gcld mines oo the Trinity,

3]

Klammath, and Salmozn rivers; Eureka develczzd &=z & 1usber centers Land connectiens

for the mcverent of gools and people in &zl oot cf the Humboldt Bay region wese
alrmest non-exctent wmtil the railireczd wis camzleted in 1514e Steamers and -
é cc and Eumboldt Bay bringing

sziling vessels piled the waters betweern £:=
é

s
pecple, geods and mail and returning with czrz-esc ¢f lumber and agricultural

prefuctse The sea was Humbelcdt Bay®s lifetloci,.

Himboldt Raw?!s Lighthouse

The first improvements authorized by ths 1=ited States govermment fer

" Humbeldt Bay were included in the Act of ¥zoc: 3, 1851 when Congress aprTopri-

ated €15,000 for the erection of a‘lig!'x:‘:.'::_:se;:L Whea a year passed and nothing .

had been built, the State Legislature called — Ccagress to place a.lighthouse
and buoys at both Huzboldt and Trinidad ®:ys. The Act canugusi 31, 1852 saw
enother $5000 approrriated for a beacon et Himdeldt Hartbor and in 1853, $500 -

" .was granted for bucys (Coy,‘1929). 7 T ’ _
The distance between the nation's seat ¢ govern=ent and the frontier of
Himbeldt Eay was indeed great in those dass. TFive and a helf years were to

elapse between the first aprropriaticn 2=2 1l:shtheouse canstructions

1.Lighthouses had been-maintained by the —:tlic gince 1716 when the Massachusetts
Ezy Cclony sect up the Boston Liphte Hoversts anoneg the first ects of Congress in
1789 was the Incorperztion of such neviezzlicszl eide 28 lights, beacons, and buoys
irte 2 federal cvstem vhich cone teo be t-:
zzticen of the coxeontive branch in 183C, fTacl:ent Frotilin Reccevelt rlaced the
Lighthecuse Service within the administrizize of the 1.S. Cezet Guard (Evenc, 1649),

irntheuse Services During the reéTganie
v
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Times, cenboy 1
I3

¢f Dezz—ber 20, 1

tize oo the night

4 an al e o

light; feouzth cmder cf {resnel, ill
ccatinueds
}
The bhzucse 15 cltucte

of &2 mile frem the inlet,
ans cexcherese 1t conslst

‘stery and & halfs; with =
the rocf freo the eccnten,

end sumecunied by 2 iren
' The light is
spring tides, and
the deck of 2
statue rilece

cheuld

S WY TEGS W

Guzz2

Staticn, Hmiolct

-ras? s e N o vl Lt

2
at San L

€0

found

{Times St aﬁd:&CQ June 10, 1571)e

Lighthcuse was constructed uzing the lam
Life-S=ving Staticn tocgk cver the

buiit near th

1820%s the cld 1ighthCL.

- U umtila new
' puring the

touwer wos

fifty=~three fect above L

Lecated necr the center cf the
Bay’r lig“:.
indic
of lighthcuse bullt during that per

to be too low aad &

L 4

3, 183%, carried & "hotice to Marliac :;” thot
umboldt iy wis to be exhitited fo* tra figeoe

s dacetited as ¢ f_“-d, vilte

umipatins the entirc hicrizene The notlee

d ca the neotth eends, thTee=fourths
enc ebour miducy betwecs the tey
t5 ¢f @« kecper®p Cuelling of me

touer rising twenty=cnic feet ebove
toth plestered and uu;te-aashcl
lantecn painted rede .

high wéer of ~

be seen in ciezr wezther frca

seagoing vessel twelve nav“ical o- fourteen
- ‘ - -
e . ) . . . .
nc?th crpif to the west cf the present ast

lrc:: idc: iccl to the 01d Feins

cting peciizps thh- th;.e wzs & standard tyrea:

house was
icd on the Paczfzc Coaste Unfcrtunntely,

Tep of the Lighthouse PBeard in 1867

t it be changed to a higher znd more steble site at Table Bluff

ut it wasn't umsil 1852 that the Table Pluff
Lights The
bclds tower for use 25 a 1ochc::
54 (Ccast Guard Reccrdsls
e detericrated and was finzlly demolished by

end lens frem the Hmbold:
2bzndened Hum

e north jetty in

| the Coast Guazd in 1940 (Froser, et al., 1962).

Station

- . Himiboldt Bey®s Life—Savine

i_HumScldt Bay®s grouth
passenges ané carmercial ghipping t
with this develcring maritime
mboldt's Bar between 1850
prererty had been les

logts on B
cened elsewvher
= effcrts of twe federal agenciess t

Life-Scving Servicc.?a Desires for

2 The Revenuve-larine dates back to
taviff cn irmported geods cnacted by
pay=cat of the Revalutien War dette
Cuttere to lnﬁlde such activities
exfozcencnt cf quarantine, irmiprat

and 2 rapldly?e::;“d

tng luzbe-nindhstry brought beth .

But

~n

o a place of exinence ca the northceaste

activity cace mzorine digasters—twenty~three vessels

and 1878 (Hawley, 1879)s Lecoses ofllife and

e In United States coastal waters thrcugh th

he Revernuve=Marine (Revenue Cutters) and the

such services for Himboldt Bay vere mode known

1790 when ten cutters were built te enferce tho

the younr Congrecs teo sesurc revenue feor e .

Aociticna) cduties weTe given the Ezovenue
as suprpTtecslon of slave trade and piracys
ion an2 fishine laws; investipation cf chip=-

®
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Ctates Congrecs and on Junc 255 374 anm cot wis pazse? which

'J(
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socsthat tue Secrotery cf the ¢rc;:__;~' i hereoy cuthorized to
esteblich life~=scving ctatiens, life=tont ctztions, oo koucer ¢f
refuge, for the better preservoticn ci tife end prop=ii freo cht
wreck, 2t or in the vicinity of the fcilening nomed peints upen the
gea and lake ccosts of tho United Stolcs; namcoiyiessstn the Cezst ¢f _ . ]
C&lifc;;‘_.._aoaonﬂuguu.-.d. Bays & 1life=-tcat 5:—.---(:'1-:.: (18 :‘t o Lo 125}4 ‘

As wac the case of Himbolds®s Ligh Lhihzsuse, the zuther 'i. zcl gtation wes ¢ lemg ‘
- ! N . i

tine camings SR : . o R

"Mre Winship, Keeper of the Ecm“cidt Light, teils us that= =%
there is not 2 boat belenging to thzt govermment imstitutica 4m. . - -
SN - which it is really szfe to navig te the Ezy in rcugh wezthsTe Moo -

= than cne requisition has been made o tke Light Heuce cutheritlies ‘
- for 2 beat gultzhle to be used in esszmg=:oles, but thus fao theo
ST Teguest kes rot resultzd in odtairning cosscccther? i5 no Teoso

- wby the Gevermmment chcm.d nct have life~szving eprilences
T A bf.l’. previding cuch geTvice passel ConzTess © yenT op

e is the last heztd ©of x.t, further theo tre coming ecTiy
of 2 Gove‘.:c:: cfficiel to ioczte & 1ife=zzving Stetics:s
Coast Sipnal, Apcil 26, 1876}

e

.
-t

TwC merTe yearTs pacsed before the West Coast Eismal of karch 20, 18?8 ane

.= . nmeumced that bids weTe being recezived for the comstructicn ef the life=savia : |

~ -2 ~stetlicne - The July 6, 18‘8 1.':: ve of the DimeR= Himbelds Times carried the fclloyine .

-Life=S2ving Staticn=—=The Us S: S:e:.s:' Piehard Ruch arrive he:‘e
S e yesterday, havinz on bezrd Caoptain Vhite, Superintezzent of sze—

S Saving Staticmes cn the Pacific Co_su. In cenversaticn with Cepte - - .
R ¥hite, we leatned thzt work on the Fumbold: Statienm would be com- 0
G =enced at oncee . The boot has already bees recelved at Sam Francisco -
T and the life car and ‘other appurtenczces =re being ropidly constructeds
A Kre Mills of this City hzs recelved the comtract for puttine uvp the ,

SR building. The station will be lccated o= the bay eide of the peninsula
vz ) an the govermment land near where the precent boat hovse standze It 70
R is not yot determined whether the crew wiil bte stexdily exployed oo

’ canpesed of volunteerse There are now eight life-szving stations on -

this coaste

e AT by

o

1

Ed

s
wreckes; aid te distressed vessels) Alaska patrcls and much mere (Stith and Fowell,
162%). The federal Life-Saving Service grev ¢t of the Macsachucetts Himan
Seciety's life-~coving efferts beeinning in 1735 (Bloozfield, 1966). In 1847
Cenpress apprepriated monieés for furnishine iighthouses wit* rezns of rendering
evsistante to shimoecked mariness (Smith and Towell, 1629). Of interest ie
the fzet that Doupglass Qttinper, who figurted in Eumboldt Bzy history. was respon-
sirlc feor cverseeing constructicn of the firer federal life-ceving static"c on the "# !
New Jersey coact in 1848 (Evorg, 1949)e Tre Life-Savinp Service war egftabliched i
t: Crngress on June 1€, 1678 (Smith ancd Fowell, 1029), Tic Peveontie=! 3r1ne and g
e Life~Cavinc Service were brought undis oo adminictration in 1915 when the
T Guarcd wzs treated (Smith and FPewell, 1El52,.
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. - - - N t .
“_=toldrts new life-saving station wa. ¢omzlerel by the last of hovenber,
- . . -2 - - - > . - . . P - - - 3 1
187 i-. time f{or the arrivel of the life boat &5l ctner appliances broughit

from. 2o Franciscc on ghe UseSe Revenuz Cutter Th==as Covwirn (Humbeldr Timeés,

Kove 22, 1878). The putlic was invited te ths szzticn Lo watch & trizl run

-

oZ the new life boat, but evidently things dic='t worxk out too well., Lacking

N

w273 “rom the hcuse to the low water mark; the 252t wes Ylaunched with dif=-

7
ficelry and housed with still mcre” (West Cczst €2 A:a'i', Deco &, 187€5. .' _ ) i

- De-ing the winter months, the statian wes me=med by ¢ keeper and six

. b
7. . surfmex=, chosen for thelr experience. Assignal feur-heour, night watches; the . l
ren pat=clled the beach along.a Tegular route fram cne key pest to another, . |

a: thz discovery of a wreck, the patralmen bimmed 2 Ted Coston hanclight to .

z - &larz the stétibn and to glve notice to the ship that heiﬁ was cn’the w2y . ;
{(hest Cczact Signal, Feb. €, 1878)s : . ) - .,

s ) I=cluded in th_e life-saving equipment’we:z & 1GG~pound brass mortar ﬁsed
to throw a 700=forzt line fron the shore to ths dlstressed vecsele. Usirig this
line tc carry a2 heavier catle, the surfmén wese zile to attach a life car far = © ..

“rapic &£nd szfe transit’ cf crevw and pessengess f-ac the wrecked ghip (Fllictt,

18€1). This cumbersame apparatus for Trescuinz pFezrle was replaced in latern
e

Z
yaars with the breeches-buoy, 2 canvas seat {brezznes) hanging from a2 life buoy

which —en on2 hawser between the chip and sheres :

r

Despite its equipzent and patrcels, the Eumislat staticrn in 1881 wes stili

Mrenderad iargely irneffective for the wan: cf & rail track frem the boat house
" to lew tide ’w.ater.‘ that the becet may te gcﬁ tc sz whza necescary® (Eliott, T , :E_
- 1es1l, ey o . o : - ' !

Coact =:ard Records Reveal Early Activities of Life-Saving Statioen

Toe flrst keeper at Humboldt Bay was.Captain starr (Khudsen, 1917), .follewed

by Robert E, Hemnig, whe secved frca the 1880's r=til Laurence Elleson was - .

£ a ¥

4
_.appoizTed keeper in 1908, . Correspondence frax the District Superintendent in -

T San Framzlsce to Hennig reveal a variety of dutles and problems to be handled

by the k=eper. He was instruvcted to hold regular €vills for the surfmen, submit

payroll repcort ond dials from the potrol clack, adhere to regulations, find

ey

_Teplaze—ente for deserters who didn®t like the poy ($40 per month), conduct

rescusz, investipate 2nd repoct on shipwrecks, mointz2in equiprent and supplies.

and kczy the patrol clock working (the District S:perintendent was rmuch dismaved

b
LE
1

that ==holdt's cloch seemed in need of constant Tepair)., Feder2al circulars .

frem tho Geonera! Superintendent in Fashineton coveT2d sush™ subjects 2s propes




use of the patrcliman's clolk, use of sirfnels, wiy-and woretize {cr surimen,
vniiecrms, uss of marine glasses by lockoutls, Zaopencation for injury or deatkh,

an2 federal T‘e"u"a_..c....

ng 1BES the H::boldf Life-Scoving Stazicn woz Temcda_ed and cutbulildlings
censtoucted, A letter of June, 1852 autncrized replace:cnt-cf the "weoim=caten
piles of the launch ua} The Superintendent-dilisc reguested the keepes to reposs
the results cf arille with su :rf anc life boats, signele, and beach apparatus, '
' inclﬁdiﬂg‘the acgurracy in lau..c..mg the 1f=e f-ca the sand ancher id Ehe erill

spaT and the time regquired for the operaticn from the word "ao c!*c-'" t;o the Im"'*

of & mans . L
In September, 1852 nctice was ‘taken cf tza mpm&ng abahdmﬂ"'of the .
Humboldt Lighthcuse and Keeper Hennig was irsTzucted to take cver the bullaing
far use by the Life=Scving Servicee. L_lnat sizz yeoT a{keéps:"s pay was raised to
15900 per year and the United States EOVETT—EnT SET 2 maximm eight-heus day foo
tts enplcyesse. | , _ . _ L _
By 189‘ the FJ:,Q; Staticn had eight s—imen e“*nin fala;ies of=$ﬁb e

per moenth for e cix~-dzy wook weeke A letter cf Decembery 1658 fraz the Gensral
Superintendent in Washingten requested infcormizian from Keeper Hennig oo the

practicability of = teleghcne line frar ths sizticn to Eurekz to be used in

h

btaining tugs in case cf a wrecks In Juma of 190C the contract for conetructicn
of the telephcne line was let: it was tc Tun f-om the old lighthouse tover which
was used as a lockcut, acToss the by to Excxsoozt and intc Eereka to the Vance
 Houses _ 4 . -
& new boat ghelter tc house a Beebe=ticlzllen, self-p;ilisg-~§;ter-baliast
surfbcat was auvthotized in 1899 with the rfuggesticn fraao the Superintendent that
~the needed lunber could te sz2lvaged from the kezch. In the scTing of 1500,
the staticn began keepling weather recerds for the HYﬁ:ég:aphic affices A yeor
' and a half later, phone cemmections were made £ren the statian to the Eureka
veatxe* buraatw office ang the Life—Savzng Staticn assumed the responsibility ef
displaying sterm warningse
A terse letter fram the District Superintesdent in 1902 pcinted out that
the Staticn®*s female cock was against remulatians ond ordered the irmediate

ertploynent of 2 male ceool!

Cther Activities on the Kevth Spit

The Life-Savine Service shared Tesponsitility for protecting life and .

propTTiy cn Humboldt Pay with another fedewzl 2rency, the Lighthouce ScTvice,

- ot
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) ) H
Eucyey teaccne and fop signcls were construcied and =Zintzined unler the

nouse Bocards A bell boat was piaced at the biy's entrance

rr

éirecticn of & ligh

in 1872 end a fog whietle néa: the Lighthouse wac caopletcd two yexts laters

Pcwcsed by steam, it sounded 2lterncting four- an? elghterzecond whisties &t

twenty-Iour secont intervalse 1In 1E89 the uhistle wzs reperied to have becn

active 1189 hours for the. year znd .during thet tizz. cousimed 111 cords .of weod

(Fracez, et al., Nov, 1962). Captain Harry Sziths vho lived west of the old T

dock where he kept his bozy tended the lights and bucys on Humbsldt 2ay for ﬁaﬁy
 years. - - g : R
‘?f . A sm2ll building near the Life-Saving Static: was moved to tte end of the
‘_spit'in 1903 for usé as & fbg-sigﬁairstitioh. Geé:ge D. Cobd was appoin#é&

keeper to'bpen and copercte the new facilitys Heousez for the Cobb family and

the assistan: keeper®s faxily were lccateﬁ in the cypresé grove =t the end of

the sfit just'eaat of the fog-cignal stat;cn. - A .

Socn after Cebb®s artival, he gent tec San Fraznelisce for ceeds ©f the yellow
lupine to piant nesT the stieticn to hold the shifting sande In 1617 when the
rallrcad was eziended frem Sames to bring rook to the spit for Tecczetruction ef
the north jettys lupine was rplanted along the right=-ci=way to canttcl blowing
sand cn the trackse Today the lupine covers the pesinsula, crowding out the ]
many native wildfiowers and strawbs-ries once abumdant on the sard dunes  (McCormick,
1573). - o

The first jetty ccastructicn at the bay's entrance was undectzken in the
1880%c. Roch frem @ quasry at Jaccby Creek was bocupght by barges to a small,

Toctk piler extending intc the bay near the end of the epite. A railroad carried

'1 'the rock frea the pier along the edge of the spit and out cato the jestye

. Turing the eérly 1900’5,'families of station perscnnel lived in their om
hames near the station, although the men were rejuired to live et the station.
In the area betweed the County's boat ramp and warehouse B, there were'five>
private recsidencces. Because of ercsieon in this area, the land where several of
these heouses gtood 1s now part of the bay, 7 .

A public house, known as the Ocean House and located east of warehcues B,
ccntained 2 bar, perular with Humbold:t B2y czilorse To the south, neaver the

-life-Saving Staticon was Captain Flleson's house, mcved some years ago to Fairhaven.

Marire Dicasters

Humboldt history recalls many maTine disasters where violent geas or fog

cT himan errvor tesuited in lose cof i1ife and rrepeTty at the bay's entrance,
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193C whil

da A

taking wi

et sea (Mactin, 1950,

jetty
could be
dramatic

on ¢

end although thoy were olten unszlvageaile, thelr crews

<
wal L =2 gulckly that no rectues wese

cntite ships were swalleowed by the £

e -
-

Such was the case of the lumber stcamer Brockiynm whlceh saznk {n Noveates
e cressing the bare Within forty=five minutes the 2hlp had dizappasred.
tih it a crew ol seventecn. Three czy: later & lome ruTvivor was found

0 cther cccasions ships ran aground rear the nc:th

a:d pecsengeTs
re"cucd. Tﬁ“ee, famoue disasters in uhica 1-;e-s:v;ng pc*scnrc’

rescues are mentioned here.”’ . R R T

he merning of HMerch 1, '1907 as the paes engex gtezmer Ccrcqa*wzs 2ppTeache

irg the bar, a mlstaken ccr“ d sent the beau--~u1 s.ip agruu“g nenr the n ::h'

Jettj._

Hhen the lockout in the life-snwnD ‘tower JLSZ 1200 xeet fron che wreck

gommunica ed the news to the station, Cgp». Hannlg and his crea rushed to the

- stene and began prepar
..~ Efforts to secure

of_rough

“rocks of

with the
be safer

the iate

used tod

cf Czaptai

the surf
~ (Hurboldt

afternccn vwhen the tide was doum, suriboat

ticns for rescue. o 5 -
seac and 2 high tide. 4 lifeboat fra: the Shlp wWas dhshed againgst the
the jett} and twg men were loszs
tezserment of the surf, declded the S% passengers and €0-man crew would
on the ship than io surfbéats as long as the tide wos running im. In

s znd the b*neches-buoy.we:e
share, - "The Us S

lee—shV‘ 5 crew 'under cammar

Theva

ring everycne safely to
o Hennlg were puf to the critical test.
brought forth cczmen- on every ‘sides

TimES. March 2, 1907);

nenrly 535 yea:: un
" Nova, 1962
~ 2= - The

later by

disasters

_“Navy subm
_near the

that time

lifeline gun, came the Cpast Guard crev of Samea Life-Saving

Thre

(huna CQ: Hist- Scley

f;Thg'm:st cf the Corana marked the site for
1 heavy seas brought it down in 1952

dramatic story aof the Hr3 submarine rescue which was €ollewed & menth
the MilH“L teo disa
o - The early-mcrning ho s of Decezber 14, 1916 we-e fegry when the H=-3

arine with twenty-seven men and eight live torpedoes 2bcard ran agroend

entrance. ‘As poisonous gases began filling the boat: it was apporent

was o‘ the essence if Tescue was to be successful,

Up the peninsula on the dead run, drzeging thelr surfbeoat and
Staticn.

e miles they ran through the cgand, led by Captein Lzurence Elleson.
The Captain was-appalled at the sight that confrented him. The

submarine lay 20C vards ofishore, tumbling Iike a2 tin ef beans in the

wild

the cannen 1nto place, itﬂ

laid

connins tower;

ro’le's which crashed and foamed for a8 mile outesss

Coast Guarde—an Werner Sveins ranhandled
muzzle driprine white linee Cle ToTrersen
(The ca-mon sent the line acreac 'the
tain

oat the bresches~-buoy geare.

but the rollinr of the P-3 sneprpet the line. (a2

the hawser far the ‘breezhes btucy-were unsucce fu’ beczusa

e & probahly the nost famous of 2ll Humboldt marire

S

csfected

.

Czrtain heh“Lg, B8.ran wel‘ acq 1pinted :

2ellent gkill ir runnine

TIhey werked faithfully and crderly"
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- Ellasg. announced they would row oul.) R . i
Men familiar witi theé trunderine £ .71 e..02% toeir hzad
Coast Guardsmen reiled the cart into tne fous to their wals
claztred aboare the lifeboxt. With Swalna, 2 big Elondc MNorgemzn
balanceZ in thé bow coil ing Tope over h.g arm and Eilesan stiiff end
straight at the tiller, the boct knife: tiroes. the first breake:
and soarel,; oars akimbo over the Nexla«..
Sweine poiced in the bow; clutching nic Tope, re2dy to leap.
The watchers gaspede Az the boat rase, 'f.e jusnped, scrambled up the
slippery hull somchou and grabbed the cenning toweT. Soas .. .
“4 roller buried the subs, When she exsrged, Swelns was Seen o : !
- ; ~ working to secure the breeches=buoy line. FElleson staried the surfboat . _ !
= back ‘toward shere, playing -out the line« A great white cc;?er;cu;led e
T+ 7. - cover Swelns and the hull was bare. No, there he was, cl%nglng to . :
ST thn line and pulling himself hand-over-hand up the wet hull. - . .
T .- .-l v oAt last wheh he.had rigged the tackie, Sweins' signaled the man )
SR L ashore ‘to pull the ropes to bring in the first survivor (hoble, 1955). : ‘

" 411 the men were saved, but ano:her wreck and rescue w e to follow as the

o : " - .
- Navy attempted te reccwer the valuable submarizne. The U.S5.S, Milwa vkee, g first

class crusier, was dispatched te the scene and an Janua:y 13, 1617, while
. attempring tec pull the stranded submerine inte desp witery became . zncther "victinm

of the changing and treacheccus currents which Lave rmede the Eumbeldt County

coast the terror of the seafarer® (Humbold: Tires, Jame 14; IS17J)e. . -

The Milwaukee was stuck fast a short distance from the disabled ubm rine
Called or‘avain, the men of the Coast Guard wcrked -unceasingly to safely re:cve i
- 421 enlisted men anc 17 officers from the stricken ships .ihe breeche$-hucy was
used, but pLOVeu frust atlngky slow fo* such 2 large nunber ¢ pectle. Three
surftoats were tubcuh irte us -—ove cammande? ty Ccas: Guardsman Sweins ¢f the .
hercic H-3 rescue, cie by the captain of the ilI-fated suhoarine; and the third
by a’local pilot. Able tc earTy six pecple, the surfboats gspezded the rescu -
process: ccnside ablw, - The foll owino av, Ere Sk zins re*urned to the ship uith the
paymaster to recover $100,000:in gc’d coin (Noble, 1955)._:}~§;‘-w,:_f - ' i
-Failing in their attenpts -to salvage the ¥-3, the Navy~ga§é the jcb tb_a

JR——

local firm. After building a cradle arcund her and a skid road over the dumes, -
- they were able to reflost her safely in the waters of Humboldt Bay (Noble, 1955).
The $7,000,000 Milwaukee, flagship of the Pacific destroyer flotilla, was lost [

.

forevar.

The Co2st Guard Station ’ l
: : . . '

3 was btezun in 1536 with Fred

Construstion of the present Coast Guarc Station

Je Maurer an? Son as coatractors (Humboldt Ii—es, Dece. 20, 1938),. Erected at a i

v

2 st CGuard was created as 2 branch ¢f the Treasuryv Dapartment by the Act
cf Januvary 28, 1915 (32 Stat. L., 073, 892} ac s:uccessor to twd evistinh apencies—

-~ (=)

- -

————
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cczt of $7€,0C83 and ccutalning 545,000 worih ¢f cquimments the staticn, com-

Teted in early 1537, was described as the “Iinest Coast CGuard station in the
United States.” Similar stations had been built e the west ccast; but the
pizns wore drawn in the fast where Ceoast Guard estations were bullt to withstend
stiff winds and even hurriccness Humbcoldt Beyfe nev staticn wos en "exceedlaply
fire and sturdy builcding"” of wocd censtructicn tied tegether with ctecsls Peoos
and win#éws-were weathé: strirped, walle wese inesulated with wool and steam hext

was proviged thréuahc:t {(Humbelds Standard, . 15, 1936},

o Every;hing was new and mcderns The nczth end oflthg,builcinc geTyes as

i . guaTters for the 25-man crew{:the scuth end provided eax=edious living quacters

| ‘”_fat the ghiéf.officéft¢.J;’Churchilf anc his famiiy;ljihe izrge cemtral porticn
?‘;, - 'was designed toc hcuse ééuip:ent ang the boate .drawn fra:.tﬁe w=ter up the meTire
ways by a gascline driven hoist. Abcvé the sezcnd flect ic thg cente> cf tha

bullding; a glass=enclcsad 1cokou:~uiﬁﬁ.the latess type.bf goverment tadic,
aﬁslsted the cid lcckeut tower near the nortx jettye . _

“- <o At the rear!(west side) of the building, the Grep ¢f eight or tea feet wac
filled toc meke & ga::ge entrance frao the neuly=cempleteld highwoy thrcush tha
governmeat property and ccnnecting'with thc ccunty highway c2leng the penipsulae
Kew equipment for the steztlion included 2 new truck feo carrying surf beats up

- and down the cozst,; a2 new 25=foct surf bez:, & moter life beat des;:ibed as

“-- gelf=bziling and solf=righting, 2 pew lins-throwing gul, 2 ctretcher for lousting

ron ships to life boats, new fiare signal pistels, &d = firne Pesch ond

=% telesecornz  (Bumbolét Standard, Qot. 1855 1535).
Werld War IT fdctivities -~ ) ST

After the 1lcss of the Eﬁidio from Japaneée subma:ine tcrpedoes off Bluntts
reef on December 0, 1941, surveillance of the Pacific coestline fell to the
Coast Guard (Humbcldt Times, July 2, 1951).

- In 1942, eighty men frew the cidwest zrtived in California for traiﬁing

" befare béing breught to Humbeldt County fc:.beach patrol cuty. Their headquarters
was in the old Harmmend Lumber Ccipgny cockhouse at Samc:, but the men were alcng the
co2st—scme at the old Table Bluff-hotel, cthers at Mattole, ancther grovp 2t
Mc¥inleyville, and a fourth group at the Christensen Ranch near Arcata. Tra@eling

B the long, lonely miles of beach day and right, the men of Comparny C of the Twelfth

Reginent of the U,S, Co¥st Guard patrolled on horseback, in jeeps, or on foct

D
tha Revenue=orine Service alse knovm as the Peovenue Cutter Service. and the 1ife—
Szvineg Service (Szith ard Fewoll, 1€29)e Under the Denpte ¢f Traneportatien Act of

te 15, 1%¢5 (8D State, €31)., the Coar* Guard berame 2 cazponent cf the Dort, of
Transpertation effective April 1, 1957, T
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with degse In cadition te tlie beacih patrel, & biimp &nd selglane bas2 foo

ccostal water recu.:xuissa:.cc wis estavliishiel [ ust ‘mootih of the Loost Guord

g ~ocated (Times Z:tandeTd. Jene

Statien where the precent (ounly boat ram

8, 1573).

i
+

Effects of the Propgcet Proinct or the Exficstingz Statien

The Co2zt Guard Station, built in 1936 tc rerlace the cld Life-Saving -

ST Station of 1878, is sgimilar to a standasd builZing cems uctel elsewiere an the
©. west coast; but its ezstern origin is obvicus. The b-_:zld‘.n,, iz acteally cars ] i
=g posed of two, Neu msland large .cr fo r-c-ve"-"a.r: ‘tyre houzes wiich fa 3 nc-r...

7o #nd south and are jcined at- the' rear by a leos, centrzl secticas ‘Ihe end gahlc B
' “houses ha‘ye fra:it}'.colzmned pcoches with baiustraded baelconies which have a ship's L
wheel degign in the balustrade. The “‘:.::CH.icz.’ faf"'"ﬂ cf e:"_‘-; house has o

central gocT with three windcws in the"gecm? sbc—y and threa demmers with-.
. rou:zu-headed vindewc in the rcofs .
. ‘Ihe eentrzl secticn which heouses eguimmet ..nc bzzts rl:.:a., fran the watex -

via the maTine ways, has three dotmes windew:z get iets {ts Teaf & by frems

.

and rear facades. This WeTk erea extends into © cne-sicry geToge ot the recT
the building. Atop the center of the building is the glaos=-e=clesed leckeout.

The bu‘_‘-'_ding hag woed chingle ciding peicted white with green gtati .::}'

windew.g .utte:_,g A ccapariscn of pictures taken cf the statics in 1939 and 1577
'i.nd..ca..eb c-l, mines zlteraticas—a fire €SCEDT on the froot ==¢ vents o the _
L rocs. I;z?._e::z.c: medifications hove beer mode tz zzccomelate chenring reeds, but
— the bx;ﬁlding‘séppe:::n:e; including \the biz:tz’.cally—m,.c::ar" atine ways, hes
i o ~ been maintainev" é.lmost as it was ferty yes_s 2goe . - - : R ' .
' Interior Tenovatim should rot effect the e:’e:-c-" eppeaTnee of the bulldinge
Exterior pairnting and landsccpmg ehould cmfa:::. to the si.kle, good taste of t'.r:e
structiTe and not 2lter this eppearance. De=clition ef the mnrine railw2y, 7
however; will have B eignificant edverse irpazt o the bistc::‘t:r.. character of o

b
i
T T T N Y TP T T e T

g .- the station. Rananbe‘ung the difficulties comtered by eztly life-saving
o personnel becauge there was no leunch way ca2kes one aprrecizrtive of the importance

of such a facility to the effectiveness of the Ilife-soving secvices. As ome lezzl,
hip'c captain put 'it, *If you remove the w=y=. the buildipn w111 be like any

- other btullding arnd conld just es well sit inlarnd.” .
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Bay's Coast Guard

station as old as1856;
as new as a whale-watchin

" By EVELYN McCORMICK

HUMBOLDT COUNTY — Changes in names and
equipment constantly occur in the nation’s services
and the United States Coast Guard is no exception.

Much of what was modern 20 years ago is obsolete

"~ todayinthis mechanized age. Thesecaretakersofthe
© coasts are ‘semper paratus’” or always ready.

When ships began to enter Humboldt Bay on an
irregular schedule, the government was obliged to

- provide some means of protection. The first struc-
;1. ture to be erected was the North Spit Lighthouse
==- built in 1856.

In 1874 the fog signal station was erected to add its

super-loud blaring sounds above the noise of the
- heavy splashing swells rolling in over the bar.

Four years later the local life-saving station ap-

pearedonthe scene witha manpower ofthree or four
_men. Jetties were eventually built and several times

since have been strengthened. The new dolossee
structuresappearto bedoingamuchbetterjobatthe
jetties tipsthan the quarried rocks which were used

" for decades.

The steam-powered fog signal statnon sat just in-
side the bar for just shortof 100 years. Fog could roll
in during any season all year long, days as well as
nights. The keeper had a steady job. About 15 years
ago the fog horn, equipment and building were all
dismantled. Today an electric-powered foghorn

“stands on the beach beside the North Jetty.

Lighthouse service
It should be mentioned here that the fog signal

. station was formerly manned by the lighthouse ser--
. vice. The lighthouse and the fog signal station were

independent from the life-saving station, though the

"~ structures were close neighbors.

The government provided little money for the
coastal services. When a boathouse was needed the
men were advised to collect lumber on beaches as
there wasenough lumber from shlpwrecksto provide

" what was needed.

- Lumber companies provided some needs gratis
and did the hauling, for which the government re-

-, fused to pay. When the men asked for a telephone

- they were advised that if it was necessary one could

- beinstalled ifthe crew would share the costs, includ-
“ing tha nnkoon in the fallawing manthe anAd vearc

;vze‘g..‘.‘«h e

s

duty was not bored asthe whale kept up his antlcs for

quite some time and even showed his upper proﬁle

when he rose to the surface. F
Many other devices are also found in the radlo

room. These include acitizen band radio tuned non .

Channel9and an FMradio. Along-range radio 1’spart
of the equipment at the McKinleyville Helicgpter
Station, also a unit of the U.S. Coast Guard. }
" Today the personnel at the U.S. Coast Guarg Sta-
tion at Samoa cannot be termed men of the station as
two enlisted women are aboard sharing wor; ‘ith
the men. They stand watch, tend and pilot boats
paint and learn the use of lines the same as themen
During World Warll women in the Coast Guar “ere
called SPARS, but the term is no longer appllcable
The coast guard building today is not su1tabl asa
boathouse and all crafts have been removed. l{ was’
reported that a new boathouse would soon b"con
structed.
Today the local station has a personnel roi
men and women, including personnel for thé
mer station at the mouth of the Klamath Rive
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fused to pay. when the men askea 10T a teiepnone
they were advised that if it was necessary one could

. _be installed ifthe crew would share the costs, includ-
ing the upkeep in the following months and years

One was installed during the teens.

Just priorto the World War I armistice lhe keeper :

of the station received this communique from.
Washington, D.C.: “I was very glad to receive your
letter and learn that you had decided to keep the

Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company's tele-
.phone. By the time the cost isdivided up between the

" whole crew, it will not amount to much and you will

be under no obligation to anyone

. "To re-enlist.

In 1898 the keeper was informed that when a surf-

. man wished to re- enlmt.m the service, he should be
given aleave of absence but must hire a substitute at -
hisown expense. When a man asked to be discharged-

from the service the answerwas,''You may discharge
him midnight day he selects. This telegram, his ex-
pense.’

In 1898 the patrols had day: watches Trom sunrise to

" sunset, and night watches from sunset to sunrise.
.After 1913 a new ruling was made concerning sanita-
tion. Men had been using the same towels. Washing- .
-ton informed them that the men must use individual

towels. They were told, “all towelingisto be made in

. one and one-quarter yard lengths each, hemming to

be done at the stations with no cost to the govern-
ment.”

Surfboats in the early days were rowed out lo the
wrecks through the treacherous breakers. When

wrecks occurred up the beach, the men pulled the

" heavy-laden two-wheeled cars through the sand to :

the scene. Sometimes horses were available-to.do
some of the pulling. The station received its first
power boat in 1910.

During World War II a high tower was built atop a
water tank northwest of the station. It was aban-
doned on Dec. 21, 1954, when it was damaged in a
severe earthquake which shook for two whole mi-
nutes. T-» next tower was erecte*‘ i1st above the

station . _'sideon anelevated wz - . . overthe p
o -oof - . _“her - A

Today the tower i \O]e ;\e"}';f‘:"ﬂ i tow.
light television mon:._ - wh.. 2 cle.: . . .one

g¢ .ngs-onor "hee''ies andinthe bar About ar.

mile from the station a blinking rotating beacon llg,hl ‘

warns mariners that the bar crossing is at hand.
Halfway up the 100-foot pole holding the light is' a

television tracking camera which seans the bar and

the )emes sendingits plclures to the indoor monitor.
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