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Marblehead 1859



    Marblehead 1908
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Marblehead 1910



      Old Keeper’s Quarters ca. 1809



Marblehead ca. 1950
 Marblehead 1998

    Marblehead 3.5 Order Lens

Light Information from Annual Reports of the Lighthouse Board and other sources

Clipping File - National Archives
Marblehead Light Station, Ohio

Name changed in 1870 from Sandusky light
Established in 1821

Appropriated by act of Congress, for a lighthouse at a proper place at or between the mouth of Grand River, in the State of Ohio, & the mouth of Detroit River, in the Territory of Michigan.

March 3, 1819,
$5,000

To complete the lighthouse directed to be built between the mouth of Grand River & the mouth of Detroit River.

May 15, 1820,
$5,000

From Grand River, Ohio, to Sandusky light, 90 miles.

From Sandusky light, Ohio, to Detroit River, 72 miles.

Letter Secretary of the Treasury, January 29, 1823 - Contracts made in 1821

August 16, 1821 

Building a lighthouse and dwelling house, on the peninsula, at the entrance of Sandusky Bay in Ohio 




Contractor Steven Woolverton

$6,520.00

	Status as of January 1825
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Sandusky Lighthouse
	13
	272
	


	Status as of January 1826
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Sandusky Lighthouse
	13
	272
	


	Status as of January 1827
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Sandusky Lighthouse
	13
	210
	


	Status as of January 1829
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Sandusky Lighthouse
	13
	176
	


	Status as of January 1830
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Sandusky Lighthouse
	13
	176
	


	Status as of January 1831
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Sandusky Lighthouse
	13
	unknown
	


Letter - September 3, 1835






       Custom House District of Cuyahoga







       Cleveland, Ohio September 3, 1835

Sir,

In compliance with your circular of April 16th, 1853 addressed to the superintendent of Lighthouses, I submit the following remarks.

I am not advised of any change which could be advantageously introduced into the Lighthouse Establishment, as to the material used for burning or lighting, or the kind or quality of oil now used for burning or lighting, or as to the character, shape, disbursement, &c, of the lamps, lens, or reflectors.

The district lighthouses, of which I for the present have the superintendence is the State of Ohio, on Lake Erie, extending from the Pennsylvania line to the north cape of the Maumee Bay.  I send you herewith a map of as much of Lake Erie, extending form the Pennsylvania line, to the western extremity, or head of the lake, on which is marked the locations of each lighthouse and beacon already existing, and on which also are noted, the points where lighthouses and beacons would be useful, and are needed.

Commencing at the Pennsylvania line on the east and proceeding westerly, the following named Lighthouses are useful and cannot be dispensed with vis: The Beacon at the pier, mouth of Conneaut River, the Beacon at Ashtabula Creek, the Lighthouse and Beacon at the mouth of the Grand River, the Beacon at Cleveland, the Beacon at the mouth of Huron River on the pier, the Sandusky Lighthouse, the Turtle Island Lighthouse.

Over the same extent of coast, I proceed to note those lighthouses and beacons, whose character of site should be changed, or which may entirely be dispensed with without injury to the public service.

The Beacon at Cunningham Harbor being a fixed light, is of doubtful utility, because there is no inlet there, there being a wharf only, parallel with the shore affording no refuge of shelter to vessels in a blow, and because the shore there is subject to all the incidents and perils of a sea shore, and because the Cunningham Light being a fixed light might easily be mistaken for the Ashtabula light or the Conneaut Light, and the consequences of such a mistake would be dangerous in the extreme.  If the Beacon at Cunningham Harbor, were a revolving light, it might be useful.

The Cleveland Lighthouse might be entirely dispensed with, if the Cleveland Beacon on the pier of the harbor adjacent was raised some 15 or 20 feet higher, and its lamps increased to the number of 10 or 11.

The lighthouse on the extremity of the pier at Buffalo, has superseded the necessity of the Buffalo Lighthouse on the shore adjacent and caused it to be entirely dispensed with.  In the same manner, a suitable light on the pier at Cleveland Harbor, would answer all purposes.  The Cleveland Lighthouse is now but little, if any, use.  There is really no necessity of two Lighthouses at Cleveland.  The Cleveland Lighthouse is located on the bank, was placed about 25 rods from the pitch of the bank.  Since the erection of the lighthouse the sliding or caving of the bank has ceased, and the land between the Lighthouse and the lake is becoming occupied by private dwellings so that the Lighthouse is becoming surrounded with them.  The ground belonging to the lighthouse comprises nearly two acres, in the most active business part of town, and fronts about 700 feet on important business streets.  All this land being occupied of the lighthouse, which leave a vacant and an idle bank, which is wanted and which is extremely valuable for business purposes.  If sold by the government it would_____.  

	Status as of January 1835
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Sandusky Lighthouse
	13
	209
	

	Status as of January 1836
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Sandusky Lighthouse
	13
	211
	


25th Congress 2nd, Doc. 41 - 1837

pp. 88

This is a highly important light, in consequence of its showing the entrance to Sandusky Bay, and also as serving as a director through the island passage.  There was a beacon-light authorized to be placed as a guide into this harbor; and I have recommended, in my report on the subject, that it be made a red light, so as to distinguish it from Sandusky Lighthouse, and have selected Cedar Point as the site for it.  Four miles north of Sandusky Lighthouse is Cunningham Island.

No of lamps

13

25th Congress 3rd, Doc. 24 - 1838

pp. 152

The lighthouse has fifteen lamps, and thirteen lighted with thirteen bright reflectors; all in good order and fixed.  The light is in commendable order, and the materials furnished by the contractor are faultless.  This lighthouse is an important one, from its favorable location, in making the spacious bay of Sandusky.

	Status as of December 31, 1839
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Sandusky Lighthouse
	13
	282
	None


Annual Report - 1839 - Hand written

The conduct of the keepers of the lighthouses has been generally good.  Some complaints have been made against the conduct of George S. Patterson, Keeper of the Beacon at Huron, charging him with neglect of duty, and of keeping his Beacon in a dirty condition.  Upon examination I found there was some ground for these charges, and have admonished him to a stricter attention to his duty.  He has since done much better, and affords assurance that he will hereafter, do his whole duty.

Augustus Jones, Keeper of the Beacon at the mouth of Black River, does not attend personally to his duty.  He employs an assistant, to whom he entrusts the keeping of the beacon.  I have visited this beacon during the present year, and found it in a dirty condition.  There appeared to be a waste of oil.  I am of the opinion, that this keeper should be removed. 

I am able to speak of the other keepers of the lighthouses, in terms of praise, with the exception of J. Van  Benschooter, Keeper of the Sandusky Lighthouse. I have had cause to charge him two or three times during the last summer, with neglect, and I did not deem it my duty to report the cases to you, because the most satisfactory assurances of reform, were given.

Gideon L. Kelsey, Keeper of the Turtle Island Lighthouse, A. Smith, Keeper of the Port Clinton Lighthouse, L. Beatty, Keeper of the Beacon on Cedar Point, deserve the greatest praise for the excellent lights, which they keep.  The Cleveland Lighthouse and Beacon is also very well kept, as also the Beacons, at Cunningham Harbor and Ashtabula.  The Grand River Lighthouse and Beacon, and the beacon on the pier at Conneaut River, might be better kept, than they are, but it may be said of them, that they are decently well kept.

The apparatus in the several lighthouses, and beacons, have not been repaired this year.  They will all need some slight repairs, this ensuing summer, to do, which it will be in my power to employ a competent mechanic from this place. 

Tube glasses, are already furnished the lighthouses, in sufficient quantity, but they are not of the kind, required.  A supply, of long tube glasses, is much wanted, and it is important for the superintendent to be informed, on whom, he is to depend for a supply, all of which is respectfully, submitted. 








Custom House








Cleveland, Ohio








February 11th 1840








Samuel Starkweather 








Superintendent of Lighthouses








Cleveland, Ohio

27th Congress 2nd, Doc. 811 - 1842

pp. 33

Lighthouse- Marblehead - Years - 1821 

Amount appropriated -        $10,000.00 


Cost -                                    $7,232.68


Cost of land -                           $277.45


Carried to surplus fund -       $2,767.32


Remarks - Jurisdiction ceded by the State of Ohio

pp. 91

Sandusky Lighthouse, erected in 1821, at a cost of $4,250; expenses on foundation in 1822, $2,520.  Rebuilt, owing to its dilapidation and decay, 1838, at a cost of $3,000.

No part of this statement is true.  The lighthouse was erected at a cost of $7,232; the $2,520 mentioned above being a part of that sum.  Nothing was ever paid for securing the foundation, nor was it ever rebuilt at all.  The lighthouse now stands in good condition as it was built, 21 years ago. 

28th Congress 1st, Doc. 38 - 1843

pp. 60 

The apparatus and tower are in good condition; some of the lamps and reflectors I had repaired.  The keeper, who, for a long time, was very slovenly, and kept the tower, and his charge generally, in a very filthy condition, has reformed greatly in this particular.  Everything now is neat and clean.  I learn, however, that he yet absents himself from the light frequently, contrary to the instructions of the department and my admonitions.  For this; and at the urgent solicitation of his neighbors, I reported him for removal about four weeks since.

	Status as of December 31, 1843
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Sandusky Lighthouse
	13
	317
	


	Status as of December 31, 1844
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Sandusky Lighthouse
	11
	323
	


Report of John McReynolds - July 18,1845

Sandusky Light - May 23, 1845

Here I found it necessary to take out all the lamps, 11 in number, and have the inside burners raised up and filed off, these lamps were put in but last year.  The burners must have been made of indifferent metal, else they would not so soon have needed repairs.  Had they in this case, have been tipped with steel as is the case with the Grand River Light which has been in use some 20 years frequent repairs of this nature would have been avoided.  The keeper seems to discharge his duties faithfully.  The lighthouse and dwelling requires some repairs, painting and whitewashing, The former is necessary to its preservation. 

 Report of John McReynolds - November 20, 1845

The repairs as recommended in my last report had been made satisfactorily everything here is in fair condition with the exception of the burners, which it is necessary to substitute with new ones, and which I respectfully recommend.  This is an admirable light exhibiting its light distinctly at Huron a distant over 15 miles.

	Status as of December 31, 1848
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Sandusky Lighthouse
	11
	312
	oil good


	Status as of December 31, 1849
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Sandusky Lighthouse
	11
	283
	oil good


30th Congress 2nd, Doc. 2 - 1849

pp. 67

Lists of light-houses, & c. As of Oct. 1, 1848

Sandusky

Lights, 
1


Keepers, 
1


Salary,
 $350.00

Lamps, 
11

31st Congress 2nd, Doc. 14 - 1850

pp. 87

June 22, the roof of the dwelling at this place is all rotten, leaks badly, and ought to be forthwith re-shingled.  New eves-troughs will also be required.  Some repairs are necessary to the inside of the dwelling.  The tower of the light wants whitewashing; all of which I have estimated would cost $100.  Balance in good order, and conduct of keeper good.

pp. 91

Oil delivered.


Winter -
159 gal.
 

Spring -
122 gal.


Total -  
281 gal.

	Status as of December 31, 1851
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Sandusky Lighthouse
	11
	294
	Oil and apparatus good


ARLB 1854

pp. 345

At Sandusky Lighthouse, copper ventilators were placed in the base of the lantern.

ARLB 1855

pp. 390

Small expenditures for the preservation of the keeper’s dwellings and grounds connected therewith have been made.

pp. 394

To be refitted with a 4th order lens of 180º, with valve lamp and two concentric burners.  To increase the facilities at the entrance to this bay, a range light has been erected to mark the channel within the bay.

ARLB 1858

pp. 287

Important repairs have been made at Sandusky.

ARLB 1867

Repairs
ARLB 1868

pp. 373
Repair of plastering of keeper’s dwelling has been authorized; a storeroom for wicks, chimney’s, paints and oils, is required.  These articles are now kept in the kitchen.

ARLB 1869

pp. 466

This station is in good condition.  A boathouse will be built this season.

ARLB 1870

Repairs

ARLB 1871

Not mentioned

ARLB 1872
Not mentioned

ARLB 1873

Repairs needed

ARLB 1874

Repairs

ARLB 1875

Repairs

ARLB 1877

pp. 41
This station is in bad condition.  The house is old, leaky, and barely habitable.  It should be rebuilt.  This is one of the most important lights on Lake Erie; all vessels passing through the lake to the southward of the islands must make it, and it must always be kept up.  The tower is also in bad condition.  The estimated cost of rebuilding the station is $20,000, and an appropriation of that amount is recommended.

ARLB 1878

Clipping file - National Archives

The dwelling and outer wall of the tower are in bad condition.  The house is not habitable in cold weather and is unfit for use as a dwelling at any time.  A small frame shed of one room was put up last year, and this the keeper and his family occupy during cold weather.  The new dwelling and tower recommended by the board in its last annual report are urgently needed.  This is one of the most important stations on the lakes, as the channel between it and the islands is the thoroughfare for all vessels passing up and down the lake, except those running directly between eastern ports and the Detroit River.  An appropriation of $20,000 is required to put the station in proper order.  

ARLB 1879

Clipping file - National Archives

Last year’s recommendation in respect to this station is renewed.  The keeper’s dwelling is not inhabitable, and should be rebuilt, as should the tower.  This work, it is estimated, will cost $20,000.  An appropriation of that amount is accordingly suggested.

ARLB 1880

Clipping file - National Archives
Some repairs were made to the out buildings at this station.  The dwelling being past repair, it will be rebuilt this season.  The tower must be rebuilt at an estimated cost of $11,000.

ARLB 1881

pp. 59

The keeper’s dwelling was entirely rebuilt.  The woodhouse was altered to a summer kitchen and was moved to a more suitable locality.  Some minor repairs were made.  A boat landing is needed, which will cost $800.  The tower is old and dilapidated; it should be replaced by a new one, which will cost about $11,000.

ARLB 1882

Clipping file - National Archives

The old stone dwelling was taken down; the grounds around the new dwelling were graded and covered with loam.  The tower and dwelling received various minor repairs.  A new tower should be built at this station to replace the old stone structure now in use, which will soon require extensive repairs to render it serviceable.

ARLB 1885

Repairs

ARLB 1886

pp. 72

A veranda was built in front of the kitchen, the walk leading from the dwelling to the barn and boathouse was rebuilt, the boathouse was moved 150 feet to the southward and enlarged, and new boat ways were built and bolted to the rock face.  The board fence inclosing the site and right of way was replaced by a wire fence with iron posts placed on the line of the recent survey, and minor repairs were made.

ARLB 1890

Repairs


ARLB 1891

pp. 140

The metalwork for a circular oil house, which was procured by contract, was taken by the tender from Cleveland, Ohio, and delivered at the station, together with the cement for the foundation and brick lining.  The metalwork 
was put together at the station and placed upon a concrete foundation, prepared upon a rock surface, and it was lined with brick.  The oil house was located in the rear of the tower and between it and the dwelling.

ARLB 1894

Repairs

ARLB 1896




Repairs


ARLB 1898

pp. 162

The old stone masonry of the upper 8 feet of the tower was replaced with a vertical brick wall inclosing a watch room, furnished with closets and a cleaning shelf.  Iron stairs from the watch room to the lantern, four windows in the tower and two in the watch room were provided.  Repairs were made.

Montauk Point by Robert Hefner

In 1901 the Lighthouse Board purchased a smaller version of the Montauk Point Lens from the Henry-Lepaute Company in Paris for the Marblehead, Ohio Lighthouse.
ARLB 1901

pp. 27 

Temporary changes in aids to navigation.  Changed from fourth-order to lens-lantern light temporarily November 29; fourth-order light reestablished and lens-lantern light discontinued December 21, 1900.

pp. 165

Replacing the fourth-order lantern of the Marblehead, Ohio, light tower with a third-order lantern.

pp. 168

The fourth-order lantern was replaced with the third-order lantern taken from the discontinued main light tower at Erie, Pa., to increase the power of the light.  Some 43 loads of cinders were placed on the driveway leading to the public highway for its improvement.

ARLB 1903


Clipping file - National Archives

The fourth-order lens here was taken out and a third-order lens with clockwork revolving apparatus was installed and adjusted to produce a white flash at intervals of 10 seconds on the opening of navigation, 1903.  Some 1,900 running feet of wire fence were built on the boundary lines of the lighthouse lot.  Various repairs were made. 

ARLB 1905 

pp. 130

The metal work for a square iron oil-house was purchased.

ARLB 1906

pp. 115

An iron oilhouse, with a capacity of 540 gallons, was built.  A concrete walk was laid from the oil house to the walk leading from the keeper’s dwelling to the light tower.  Various repairs were made.

Commissioner’s Report - 1923

pp. 33

Changed from oil-wick lamp to electric incandescent.

Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1923
pp. 91

On March 26, 1923, the intensity of this light was increased to 600,000 candlepower and the illuminant changed to electricity.

Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1930
pp. 174

Marblehead Lighthouse – To distinguish it from private and airway aids on shore the characteristic of this light was changed on March 26 to flashing red of 330,000 candlepower, without other change.

Enchanting Isles of Erie - H. H. Ross
Marblehead Lighthouse

“Roughest point on Lake Erie” is the designation that has been given Marblehead Point since the beginning of navigation on the Great Lakes.  At no other place on the lake does the wind have an uninterrupted sweep of 200 miles, as it does from Buffalo to that headland.

On account of the cyclonic velocity which the “northeasters” at times attain in the severe storms of late autumn and early spring, and the amazing shallowness of the water in that vicinity, the waves reach awe-inspiring heights and beat with terrific fury on the rockbound coast.

To warn mariners of its dangers the government erected the Marblehead Lighthouse at the very tip of the cape as early as 1821.

It is the oldest lighthouse in Ohio, the second oldest on Lake Erie, and the third-oldest lighthouse on the Great Lakes.

The cone-shaped structure, built of native limestone, is 90 feet high or an even 100 feet above the water.  Incredible as it may seem, the lightkeepers say that when the worst storms prevail on Lake Erie they can feel the spray at the open window at the top as the mountainous billows crash against the base, 67 feet below.  Government authorities estimate that when Lake Erie is at its worst the waves will run from 10 to 12 feet high.

In the century and a quarter of its existence the light has undergone the changes of progress.  Originally candles (ED: not true) were used to cast their rays out over the water.  Then a change was made to an oil light with 42,000 candle- power, and finally (in 1923) to single electric bulb with the power of 330,000 candles.  The lens is five and a half feet in diameter, and with the accessory equipment weighs 14,000 pounds.  An absolute government requirement is that the lens must be cleaned every morning.  The alternating red and yellow (ED: White) light flashes every eleven seconds, and is visible for 16 miles.

From the opening of the navigation season on March 16 until the close on December 16 the light is in operation from sunset until sunrise, with the keeper or his assistant always in charge.  The lighthouse is open to visitors on weekdays.
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