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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

First lighthouse built and illuminated in 1798. Present tower dates
from 1821. Dwellings originally built in 1878, improved in 1958.

Bakers Island Light Station:

Mainkeeper's dwelling, built in 1878, 2 story woodframe, 31'X28"' with
workshop.

Assistant keeper's dwelling, built in 1878, 2 story woodframe, 31'X28'.
Fog signal building, Built im 1907, 1 story, brick with hip roof, 18*°%31.

Light tower built if 1821, stone and concrete, painted white, 59' high,
13'4" diameter, vonical, 111' focal plane above high water.

Present lens is 190MM rotating beacon with six sides, alternating red
and white bulls eye panes, 17864 candlepower on white, 6074 candlepower
on red, 16 miles range on white, 13 miles range on red. Previously the
tower had a fourth order rotating lens, white and red.

The existing sound signal is an ELG 500/02 with a range of 1 mile,
previous signal was a Leslie Supertyphon 255/02.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A large group of Salem men erected a daytime marker on Bakers Island
July 28, 1791. Bakers Island Light was authorized by Congress in 1796.

Keeper Chapmon illuminated the light for the first time on January 3, 1798.
The keeper's home was in the same building as the two lighthouse towers
which were at each end of the structure.

In the war of 1812, Keeper Josept Perkins of the lighthouse detected the
Frigate Constitution being chased by two british warships, the Tenedos and
the Endymion. Perkins rowed out to OLD IRONSIDES and piloted the ship

to safety inside Salem Harbor.

In these days of radio communications, the outage of a light is not a major
catastrophe but in 1817, one of the lights at Bakers Island was ordered
extinguished by the government and a great ship, the UNION, crashed on
the rocks at Bakers Island followed shortly thereafter by another unfor-
tunate vessel. Notwithstanding those crashes, the government did not
restore the second light until 1820. The above illustrates how important
the beacons and lights were and are to the commerce of our nation.

In 1916, a new and brighter beacon was placed on the higher tower with the
appropriate notice to mariners.

It would not be appropriate not to mention the thirteenth and last keeper
of the regular lighthouse service at Bakers Island, ARTHUR PAYNE, who
started his duties in July 1918 and retired in April 1944.

The light has been automated and is unattended but protects many vessels
from the rocks at Bakers Island. It _is considered a scenic view in outer
Salem Harbor. . 3
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED _XORIGINAL SITE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

First lighthouse built and illuminated in 1798. Present tower dates
from 1821. Dwellings originally built in 1878, improved in 1958.

Bakers Island Light Station:

Mainkeeper's dwelling, built in 1878, 2 story woodframe, 31'X28' with
workshop.

Assistant keeper's dwelling, built in 1878, 2 story woodframe, 31'X28'.
Fog signal building, built in 1907, 1 stotry, brick with hip roof, 18"'X81.

Light tower built in 1821, stone and concrete, painted white, 59' high,
13'4" diameter, conical, 111' focal plane above high water.

Present lens is 190MM rotating beacon with six sides, alternating red
and white bulls eye panes, 1;864 candlepower on white, 9074 candlepower
on red, 16 miles range on white, 13 miles range on red. Previously the
tower had a fourth order rotating lens, white and red.

The existing sound signal is an ELG 500/02 with a range of 1 mile;
previous signal was a Leslie Supertyphon 255/02.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A large group of Salem men erected a daytime marker on Bakers Island
July 28, 1791. Bakers Island Light was authorized by Congress in 1796.

Keeper Chapmon illuminated the light for the first time on January 3, 1798.
The keeper's home was in the same building as the two lighthouse towers
which were at each end of the structure.

In the war of 1812, Keeper Joseph Perkins of the lighthouse detected the
Frigate Constitution being chased by two british warships, the Tenedos and
the Endymion. Perkins rowed out to OLD IRONSIDES and piloted the ship

to safety inside Salem Harbor.

In these days of radio communications, the outage of a light is not a major
catastrophe but in 1817, one of the lights at Bakers Island was ordered
extinguished by the government and a great ship, the UNION, crashed on

the rocks at Bakers Island followed shortly thereafter by another unfor-
tunate vessel. Notwithstanding those crashes, the government did not
restore the second light until 1820. The above illustrates how important
the beacons and lights were and are to the commerce of our nation.

In 1916, a new and brighter beacon was placed on the higher tower with the
appropriate notice to mariners, presumably the Tower tower was razed at this time.

N
It would net beaappropriate not to mention the thirteenth and last keeper
of the regular lighthouse service at Bakers Island, ARTHUR PAYNE, who
started his duties in July 1918 and retired in April 1944.

The light has been automated and is unattended but protects many vessels
from the rocks at Bakers Island. It is considered a scenic view in outer
Salem Harbor.
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590

May 14, 1976

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service
Department of the Interior

1100 L Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, the Department of Transportation
submits herewith the nomination form with supporting documents for the
Bakers Island Light Station, Salem, Essex County, Massachusetts, for listing
in the National Register of Historic Places.

The designated Massachusetts State Historic Preservation Officer for the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 has signed and dated the nomina-
tion form attesting to the significance of the property.

Sincerely,

Robert F. Crecco

Secretary's Designee to the
Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation

Enclosure



Regional Director, North Atlantic Region

11/30/76

Mott

880

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE MASSACHUSETTS

Date Entered NQV 2 11976
Name Location
Byde House Lee )
~ Berkshire County
Meetinghouse Common District Lynnfield
Essex County

( Bakers Island Light Stationm

Also Notified

Hon, Edward M. Kennedy

Hon., Edward W. Brooke
Hon. Silvio 0. Conte
Hon. Torbert H. Macdonald
Hon, Michael J. Harrington

Mr. Robert F. Crecco, DOT
Mr. Clarence Lea, U. S. Coast Guard

Salem vicinity
Essex County

State Historic Preservation Officer

Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon

Ezecutive Director, Massachusetts
Historical Comuission

- 294 Washington Street

Boaton, Magssachusetts 02103

INT: 2950-75



LIGHTHOUSES OF MASSACHUSETTS

THEMATIC GROUP NOMINATION:
LIGHTHOUSE INFORMATION FORM NUMBER 2

80 Boyliston Street, Boston, MA 02116
Listed 11/21/76

PHOTOGRAPH KEY HISTORIC NAME: Bakers Island Light Station
TOWN: Salem
LOCATION: less than one mile off coast
COUNTY: Essex CODE: 009

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: 6

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

Registry of Deeds Essex County

32 Federal Street, Salem, MA 01970
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:

See National Register nomination

SKETCH MAP LAT. /LONG. :

UTM COORDINATE: 19/353/400/4710/200

USGS QUADRANGLE : BOSTON, MA; NH: CT: RI; ME

SCALE: 1:250,000

ACREAGE : 11.5 acres
OWNER(S): United States

Coast Guard

unoccupied
STATUS:

RECORDED BY:___ Michael Flaherty
1st Coast Guard District

ORGANIZATION:

DATE: sclid
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