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NUMBER 40LIGHTHOUSE INFORMATION FORM

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
80 Boy1stop Street, Boston, MA 02116

HISTORIC NAME: West Chop Light Station

TOWN: Tisbury

PHOTOGRAPH KEY

V. D iS te fano , Mar tha 's Vineyard

LOCATION: West Chop Road
Wfront,N side COUNTY: Dukes

C o m n i s s i o n - 1 9 8 0

CODE: 0 0 71) south keeper ’s house:

2) north keeper's house:

3)boathouse, Eside

4) l i gh t t ower f rom sou th

l^^thWfront,Nside CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

Dulces County Courthouse (Book 13, p. 446;

Book 31, p, 287)

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:

See attached sketch map taken from

assessor 's map.

LAT./LONG.: 41°28'8"/70°36'0'SKETCH MAP

1 UTM COORDINATE: IS/366/.100/4593/300

USGS QUADRANGLE:PrBV. RI., Mass., Conn.

SCALE: 1:250,000

A C R E A G E : 4 a c r e s

^ 9 OWN ER(S): First Coast Guard District
c

4 0 8 A t l a n t i c A v e n u e

"ISt B o s t o n . M A . 0 2 2 1 0 - 2 2 0 9

STATUS: unmanned/active/
RECORDED BY: N. Salzman/V, DiStefano

ORGAN IZATION: MHC/WC

date: 8/26/81
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SITE DESCRIPTION
The West Chop Light is located on the west side of the entrance to Vineyard
Haven Harbor and covering Squash Meadow and Norton Sound. It is part of a
sloping open property between West Chop Road and the Harbor; the light is next
to the northernmost dwelling.

/
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MAJOR ELEMENTS DESCRIPTION
An extensive site containing abrick tower (1891), two mirror image keeper's
dwellings (1881), an oil house (1895), aboat /fog signal house (1881), and a
garage (1935); surrounded by awooden fence, painted white. The West Chop
Light was first established at the present location in 1847. Asingle rubble
stone cape style house and round stone tower were constructed. These
structures are shown on an 1865 plan. At that time, the tower was ashingled
decagon. The existing mirror image keepers' dwellings and fog signal building
w e r e c o n s t r u c t e d i n 1 8 8 1 . T h e b r i c k t o w e r w a s c o n s t r u c t e d o n t h e s i t e o f t h e
e a r l i e r s t o n e t o w e r i n 1 8 9 1 .

Tower: 52' high, 13' diameter, 84' above sea level. Brick with attached
entry house. Standard i ron lens room on top.

EXTERIOR: Three 2/2 windows with granite sills and lintels. Decorative
dentil molding of brick below balcony and bracketed supports. Another
receding band of brick back to the tower surface. Roof: s t a n d a r d i r o n w i t h
v e n t i l a t o r b a l l . L i g h t n i n g r o d h a s " a r r o w " w i n d i n d i c a t o r o n t o p . E n t r y :
1 3 ' 9 " w i t h w i n d o w . G a b l e r o o f . F l o o r i s c o n c r e t e .
INTERIOR: Wa l l s a r e s a n d b l a s t e d r e d b r i c k , fl o o r i s c o n c r e t e . W i n d o w s : E n t r y
house w indow con ta ins 30 " x50 " sash w i t h 31 /2 " f r ame , 4 " s i l l . The re a re
three o ther w indows, a t L2 , L3 , and L4 . The s ta i r ra i l i s covered by amolded
wooden ra i l , now painted over in gray.

71/2' high with brick walls; ceiling is composed of 8Lamp Room
s e c t i o n s o f c a s t i r o n w i t h a 6 ' c e n t e r s e c t i o n a n d 1 6 " o u t e r r i m .
sections are removed to allow entry into the lens room.

T w o o f t h e

The ten sided room is sheathed in vert ical wooden boards,
painted white. The vents are housed in arecessed square of
wood, painted black. In the center is abrass, five ray
cover, with aturn-key screwed into the center post. Three of
the windov/s contain 33"x35" panes of plexiglass, with 21/4"
deep mull ions; one contains awooden panel painted red.

diamond pattern cast in floor exterior of lower wall is
paneled (as at Brant Point, #17).

LIGHT CHARACTERISTICS: original 4th order Fresnel lens, 15 mi range, 750 cp
R2400 CG181-12vDC Lightchanger FL1214, 120v-2PL/omni directional lamp
120v-100W,CC8-th. 10" a i r whis t le compressor rep laced s team boi ler in 1933.

O i l H o u s e -
cupola (see Nauset, #27).
s t r a p l i g h t n i n g r o d . I n t e r i o r n o w u s e d f o r p a i n t s t o r a g e .

1966, clapboard. No Significance.

Fog Signal Bldg Coast Guard dates construct ion to 1847; remodeled in 1891.
One and ahalf story wooden clapboard structure, 32'5" square with brick
foundation; hip roof with small gable above double doors; 6/6 windows in
asymet r i ca l a r rangement ; sma l l fla t t r i angu la r w indow w i th in door gab le ;
c o n c r e t e fl o o r .

Two Keeper's Dwellings -mirror image structures with some variation in trim

L e n s R o o m

Balcony

● 9

1 8 4 7 - 9 ' 1 0 " X 1 3 ' 1 " ; b r i c k w i t h s l a t e r o o f . U n u s u a l l o u v r e d
A lso unusua l is the bu i ld ing 's separa te copper

Garage -

M 4 V 419(
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and window treatment. They were bui l t in 1847 and remodeled in 1891; el l
shaped; 1M7. story with continuation to one story ell in rear. White
clapboard with red asphalt shingle roof; chimney centered in short front cross
gable at its junction with rear gable. Alarge pedimented dormer is centered
on the rear slope of roof. Porches-front: o n e b a y s q u a r e a t a n g l e o f w i n g s ;
one story high with pitched roof; vertical board and batten in half gables;
one corner and two applied sawn spandrels. Rear has same sawn spandrel
o r n a m e n t a t i o n .

In summary, the West Chop Light was established at the present location in
1847. Asingle rubble stone cape style house and round stone tower were
constructed. These structures are shown on an 1865 plan (attached). At that
time, the tower was sheathed with a10-sided shingled facing. The existing
mirror image keeper's dwelling and fog signal building were constructed in
1881. The present b r ick tower was cons t ruc ted on the s i te o f the ear l ie r
s t o n e t o w e r i n 1 8 9 1 .

NAY
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY
4/15/1817 -land purchased from Abijah and Mary Luce for $225.
was built (25' high, 60' above sea level, 10 lamps in octagonal iron lens
room). Lower portion of tower wider. Keeper's dwell ing built (5 bay, 11/2
story, rubble stone, with chiimeys at both ends).

18?? -s tone tower leaks and is sheathed in ver t ica l wooden s id ing.

10/31/1846 -additional land purchased from D.P. and J. West for ^225. New
Tower built of brick; higher than 25'; $15,000. Twin (mirror-image) keepers
dwell ing (cross gables, wooden 11/2 story with basement) built; $12,000.

1847 - fog signal building (also called boat house; 32'5" sq.) and oil house
w i t h s l a t e r o o f b u i l t .

A s t o n e t o w e r

-tower remodeled or rdDuilt to 52' height; keeper's dwelling remodeled1891
o r r e b u i l t .

-garage (18' x19', $300, galvanized metal) bui l t .

-lookout tower (8‘ square, $950) built; now destroyed.

-garage (wood, one story, clapboard) built.

1 9 2 5

1 9 4 3

1 9 6 6

HAY 419&
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LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE
The West Chop Light possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
materials and workmanship as well as association with the development of aids
to navigation in Massachusetts. Dating primarily from 1847, the station
consists of acontributing brick tower, double keeper's house, oil house and
fog s ignal bui ld ing and anon-contr ibut ing garage . I t meets cr i ter ia A&C
of the NRHP on the state level as wel l as survey cr i ter ia 2a, 2c.

4
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THEMATIC GROUP NOMINATiON
E S T A B L I S H E D 1 8 1 7

REBUILT 1847, 1891

Th is inven to ry was par t ia l l y rev ised in 1982 . However, the fo rm shou ld be
r e v i s e d t h r o u g h o u t t o r e fl e c t t h e f o l l o w i n g i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h i s b e l i e v e d t o
b e a c c u r a t e .

The West Chop L igh t was fi rs t es tab l i shed a t the p resent loca t ion in 1847. A
single rubble stone cape style house and round stone tower was constructed.
T h e s e s t r u c t u r e s a r e s h o w n o n a n 1 8 6 5 p l a n . A t t h a t t i m e t h e t o w e r w a s
shea thed w i th a10 s ided sh ing le facade . The ex is t ing m i r ro r image keepers
dwe l l i ng and fog s igna l bu i ld ing were cons t ruc ted in 1881 . The b r i ck tower
w a s c o n s t r u c t e d o n t h e s i t e o f t h e e a r l i e r s t o n e t o w e r i n 1 8 9 1 .

I

A t t a c h m e n t s

Plans for c.1847 Tower and Keeper 's Dwel l ing
Plot P lan for Stat ion Complex

M AY 4
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