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C e l e s t i n e ( S a l l y ) B o i s v e r t O ’ C o n n o r

C o n e y I s l a n d L i g h t h o u s e

Somet imes you don ’ t know wha t you have un t i l i t ’ s g o n e .

Ifelt this way when Iwas 15 years old and moved away from
t h e o c e a n .

O n e J u l y 8 , 1 9 6 0 m y D a d ’ s s i x t i e t h b i r t h d a y -

b e g a n a n e w l i f e i n r u r a l u p s t a t e N e w Y o r k ,

f rom 34 years o f serv ice as a l ighthouse keeper,

in i t ia l cu l ture shock resul t ing f rom the move f rom New York

City to the suburbs, Ifound that I l iked the slower pace of
l i f e , bu t Ineve r s topped m iss ing the ocean .

Imissed seeing the ocean outs ide my f ront door,

my s ix brothers and s is ters and Iwould p lay on

the large boulders that l ined the ocean of Nor ton Point ,

w e

D a d r e t i r e d

A f t e r m y

A s

c h i l d r e n ,

I t was thr i l l ing to see the heavy sur f that a lways came
w i t h s t o r m s . C o n e y I s l a n d L i g h t h o u s e S t a t i o n s i t s o n t h e

v e r y s o u t h w e s t c o r n e r o f B r o o k l y n . W e w o u l d o f t e n w a t c h t h e

r a i n a s i t c r o s s e d t h e t h r e e a n d o n e - h a l f m i l e

c h a n n e l t h a t s e p a r a t e d u s f r o m S t a t e n I s l a n d .

a p p r o a c h o f

Compared to other children living in New York City,
h a d a m a s s i v e f r o n t l a w n t o p l a y

w e

D a d a l w a y s h a d a l a r g e

vegetable garden and every time Isee blue hydrangeas, I

think of the bushes in front of the cottage.

o n .



1

The a r t o f bu i l d ing l i gh t s ta t i ons was pe r fec ted du r ing
t h e 1 8 0 0 ’ s . W h e n t h e l i g h t h o u s e a n d c o t t a g e w e r e b u i l t i n

t h e 1 8 9 0 ’ s , t h e y w e r e m a d e t o l a s t . T h e s l a n t o f t h e

c o t t a g e r o o f , t h e w a y t h e t o p s o f t h e s e c o n d s t o r y w i n d o w s

s l a n t t o w a r d s t h e s e a a n d t h e h e a v y b r i c k w a l l s

d e s i g n e d t o p r e v e n t d a m a g e f r o m t h e fi e r c e s t o r m s ,

cement used to bui ld the thick foundat ion was so strong that

i t t ook my fa the r an en t i re day to ch i se l asma l l ho le fo r

the i ns ta l l a t i on o f anew fu rnace du r i ng the 1950 '

w e r e

T h e

s .

I n o r d e r t o m a i n t a i n t h e p r o p e r t y , m y f a t h e r A d r i e n J .

B o i s v e r t h a d t o b e a J a c k o f a l l t r a d e s . H e h a d t o p a i n t

t h e t o w e r . h o u s e a n d s u r r o u n d i n g f e n c e . H e w a s a b l e t o d o

a l l o f the e lect r ica l and most o f the p lumbing work h imsel f .

D a d w a s a l s o a b r i c k l a y e r . s t o n e m a s o n a n d a n e x c e l l e n t

c a r p e n t e r .

D u r i n g t h e f o r t i e s a n d fi f t i e s ,

and old trol ley tracks in New York were being replaced,

old mater ia ls a long wi th o ld bui ld ing mater ia ls were dumped

a l o n g t h e s h o r e l i n e a r o u n d t h e c i t y ,

s o m e o f t h i s m a t e r i a l t o b u i l d s t r u c t u r e s a r o u n d t h e

s t a t i o n .

t h e c o b b l e s t o n e s t r e e t s

T h e

D a d w o u l d r e t r i e v e

O n e c a n s t i l l s e e t h e l o w b r i c k a n d c o b b l e s t o n e

w a l l n e a r t h e o c e a n t h a t h e b u i l t i n t h e 1 9 5 0 ’ s .

M y m o t h e r A l i c e M B o i s v e r t w o r k e d j u s t a s h a r d a s D a d .

I t was her respons ib i l i t y to keep the house spot less ly c lean
” a t o u g h j o b w i t h 7 c h i l d r e n u n d e r f o o t .

Guard inspectors would show up at the door to give awhite
g l o v e t e s t t o t h e h o u s e a n d t o w e r .

A t a n y t i m e C o a s t

M o m a l s o a n s w e r e d t h e



phone and ma in ta ined the s ta t i on when Dad

s i c k .

w a s o u t o f t o w n o r

O n e o f t h e d u t i e s m y p a r e n t s h a d w a s t o w a t c h o u t f o r

fog so that they could turn on the fogbel l . T h e y w e r e o f t e n

awakened at night with the sound of distant ships horns. I

remember Dad putting aladder up on the bell tower during a
power outage in order to manually sound the bell
h a m m e r .

w i t h a

H e a n d m y b r o t h e r A d r i e n J r . ( A n d y ) w o u l d t a k e

turns doing th is unt i l the fog was gone,

bel l was removed due to shorefront erosion
m o d e r n s h i p s h a v e

t v e n t u a l l y t h e

a n d t h e f a c t t h a t

n e w w a y s t o e s t a b l i s h t h e i r l o c a t i o n .

Some of my fondest memories was going to the beach in
t h e s u m m e r . Since the Army Corp of Engineers places large
b o u l d e r s i n f r o n t o f t h e s t a t i o n t o

to walk four blocks to the nearest beach.
p r e v e n t e r o s i o n , w e h a d

E v e r y s h i p t h a t

e n t e r e d N e w Y o r k h a r b o r h a d t o p a s s r i g h t i n f r o n t o f u s .

We would watch for the really big ships like the Queen Mary.
W i t h i n fi f t e e n m i n u t e s ,

shore in the form of big

a s m a n y a s p o s s i b l e .

t h e w a k e s o f t h e s e s h i p s w o u l d r e a c h

W e w o u l d t r y t o b o d y s u r fw a v e s .

I t w a s g r e a t f u n .

T h i s p a s t M a r c h , I w e n t o n a n E l d e r h o s t e l l e a r n i n g
v a c a t i o n . O n e o f t h e s t u d y t o p i c s w a s l i g h t h o u s e s ,

t h a t g a v e t h i s t a l k , R a l p h E .

T h e m a n

E s e l m a n , i s o n t h e b o a r d o f

t h e N a t i o n a l L i g h t h o u s e M u s e u m l o c a t e d o n S t a t e n I s l a n d .

R a l p h t o l d m e t h a t t h e f r e s n e l l e n s e f

L i g h t i s o n d i s p l a y a t t h e M u s e u m ,

d a y . S i n c e I h a v e

C o n e y I s l a n dr o m

I h o p e t o s e e i t o n e

n e v e r s e e n t h e l i g h t h o u s e f r o m t h e o c e a n ,



I p l a n o n t a k i n g a c r u i s e t h a t w i l l
s t a t i o n .

p a s s i n f r o n t o f t h e

Liv ing at Coney Is land Light has
s i s t e r s a n d I

g i v e n m y b r o t h e r s a n d

aunique opportunity to know the joys of
c o a s t a l l i v i n g .


