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The Original Port Clinton Lighthouse after discontinuation ca 1909.








       

       (Photo Courtesy Great Lakes Historical Society)
   Port Clinton Pierhead ca. 1935.

       Port Clinton Pierhead 1951.


   Port Clinton Pierhead Today

Light Information from Annual Reports of the Lighthouse Board and other sources
Port Clinton Lighthouse

Established in June 1833

Discontinued 1859

Re-exhibited August 1, 1864

Discontinued 1870 

Re-established on pier 1896

October 17, 1832

On October 17, 1832 the United States Lighthouse Service purchased Port Clinton Lot 1, Square 3 from Ezekiel and Charlotte Haines of Cincinnati.  The property was located to the east of the mouth of the Portage River, on the corner of what was called both Perry Street and Catawba Island Road and East Market Space, an open area where local vendors sold fresh fruit, vegetables, and other foodstuffs (later to become the present Adams Street.)

23rd Congress, 1st, H.R. Doc. 124 – February 21, 1834

pp. 3

December 28, 1832 - Contract for building a lighthouse and dwelling house at Port Clinton, Ohio, and fitting up the lighthouse with patent lamps, reflectors, &c.    Levi Johnson $3,100

Lighthouse Specifications

A round, rough, split-stone tower, 22 feet in diameter at the base, tapering to 10 ½ feet at the lantern deck, 40 feet above the ground.  The column was 3 ½ feet thick at the base, 2 feet at the top.  Set into a solid stone foundation and double whitewashed, the tower contained three windows and a heavy wooden door.

At the top of the column was a 12 foot diameter, stone lantern deck platform. four-inches thick, topped with an eight-sided copper-covered iron dome.  A double iron railing surrounded the lantern light.

It used the “bird cage” design, six of the dome’s eight sides contained several rows of 12” x 11” double-thick glass panels.  Five oil lamps, each with a 14 inch, highly polished silver reflector, made the Port Clinton light visible approximately 10 miles out into Lake Erie.

Access to the lamps was by a circular wooden staircase within the center of the tower, which terminated to a six-foot ladder and a trap door through the lantern deck.

A 15 inch-high copper ventilator and a three-foot-high lighting rod on the top of the dome, and a 500 gallon double tin oil storage tank at the tower’s base completed the functional design.

Adjacent to the tower was the lighthouse keeper’s home.

Also of rough split stone, the 35’ x 20’ single-story dwelling consisted of two main rooms and an attached 14’ x 12’ enclosed “porch”.  A center chimney with an iron mantle fireplace provide heat to the two rooms, while three large windows in each provided light.  A 6-foot-deep cellar was constructed beneath double wooden floors.  All of the stone walls were 20 inches thick.

The enclosed porch contained the kitchen and dining area of the keeper’s house.  A chimney with a large oven and adjacent sink were located in the room as were two windows and two doors.  Double wooden flooring and plastered walls and ceilings fulfilled the contractor’s instructions that “all the inside work is to be finished in a plain and decent style, with good reasonable stuff”.

A shingled roof and whitewashed walls completed the house.

Also on the lighthouse property was a 5’ x 4’ painted and shingled outhouse and a traditional stone well with an iron chain and strong bucket.

	Status as of January 1835
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Port Clinton Lighthouse
	5
	100
	None


March, 1835

Two spar buoys were placed out in Lake Erie to assist ships into the Portage River.
	Status as of January 1836
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Port Clinton Lighthouse
	8
	132
	None


Report, 1836

Only 5 lamps were used in the Port Clinton Lighthouse in 1835, but in the year 1836 8 lamps have been used.  The cause, is as follows - The officers of the Revenue Cutter Erie in visiting Port Clinton, advised the keeper to light 8 lamps, this increase, was without the knowledge of the of the superintendent, and the keeper misunderstood the directions of the superintendent on the subject.  The officers of the cutter having advised the increase, the superintendent yielded to there opinion after inquiring of them, and 8 lamps have been used in the year 1836, as appears by this annual statement, and the same number will continue to be used.  

24th Congress, 1st, Doc. 66 - 1836

pp. 14

Samuel Starkweather, Ohio, reports that Port Clinton Lighthouse is of no use, and ought to be dispensed with.

25th Congress, 2nd, Doc. 41- 1837

pp. 86

I have not landed at this place, but from all I have heard am perfectly satisfied that its commerce is not sufficient to justify the expense of a light.  I therefore recommend that it be discontinued for the present. 

25th Congress, 3rd, Doc. 24 - 1838

pp. 152
The lighthouse is lighted with eight lamps, and as many bright reflectors every thing in good order, with the exception of the chimneys, which are too short, not reaching above the scallops of the reflectors.  With the above exception, every thing appertaining to both the lighthouse and the dwelling is without fault.

I am decidedly of opinion that this light may be discontinued without the slightest detriment to the commerce of the lake.  It affords no assistance in making a harbor, for there is none in the neighborhood; the coast is free from rocks or shoals, with a bold shore, conspicuous to the mariner, and easily avoided. 

	Status as of December 31, 1839
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Port Clinton Lighthouse
	8
	155
	None


Annual Report - 1839 - Hand written

The conduct of the keepers of the lighthouses has been generally good.  Some complaints have been made against the conduct of George S. Patterson, keeper of the beacon at Huron, charging him with neglect of duty, and of keeping his beacon in a dirty condition.  Upon examination I found there was some ground for these charges, and have admonished him to a stricter attention to his duty.  He has since done much better, and affords assurance that he will hereafter, do his whole duty.

Augustus Jones, keeper of the beacon at the mouth of Black River, does not attend personally to his duty.  He employs an assistant, to whom he entrusts the keeping of the beacon.  I have visited this beacon during the present year, and found it in a dirty condition.  There appeared to be a waste of oil.  I am of the opinion, that this keeper should be removed. 

I am able to speak of the other keepers of the lighthouses, in terms of praise, with the exception of J. Van Benschooter, keeper of the Sandusky Lighthouse.  I have had cause to charge him two or three times during the last summer, with neglect, and I did not deem it my duty to report the cases to you, because the most satisfactory assurances of reform were given.

Gideon L. Kelsey, keeper of the Turtle Island Lighthouse, A. Smith, keeper of the Port Clinton Lighthouse, L. Beatty, keeper of the beacon on Cedar Point, deserve the greatest praise for the excellent lights, which they keep.  The Cleveland Lighthouse and Beacon is also very well kept, as also the beacons, at Cunningham Harbor and Ashtabula.  The Grand River Lighthouse and Beacon, and the beacon on the pier at Conneaut River, might be better kept, than they are, but it may be said of them, that they are decently well kept.

The apparatus in the several lighthouses, and beacons, have not been repaired this year.  They will all need some slight repairs, this ensuing summer, to do which it will be in my power to employ a competent mechanic from this place.  

Tube glasses, are already furnished the lighthouses, in sufficient quantity, but they are not of the kind, required.  A supply, of long tube glasses, is much wanted, and it is important for the superintendent to be informed, on whom, he is to depend for a supply, all of which is respectfully, submitted. 








Custom House








Cleveland, Ohio








Feb. 11th 1840








Samuel Starkweather 








Superintendent of Lighthouses








Cleveland, Ohio

27th Congress, 2nd, Doc. 811 - 1842

pp. 32

Cost of Lighthouses erected between 1820 and 1842
Lighthouse - Port Clinton
Year -1832  

Amount appropriated -
 $5,000.00 

Cost -



 $3,389.41  

Cost of land -

 
    $100.00


Carried to surplus fund -
 $1,610.59


	Status as of December 31, 1843
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Port Clinton Lighthouse
	11
	102
	


28th Congress, 1st, Doc. 38 - 1843

pp. 60

This Isolated light is kept by an old sailor, who is very faithful to his trust.  No repairs here necessary; and things generally are in good order and condition.  the few vessels requiring this light esteem it a good one.

pp. 65

The next light considered as altogether useless by sailors, is the Port Clinton light, in Erie County, Ohio, about 15 miles from Sandusky City.  This light is so situated as to mislead vessels bound down the lake, mistaking it frequently for the Sandusky Light.  The only business transacted here is the shipment of staves, which is not of sufficient importance to employ more than one small schooner.  A dangerous shoal extends out from the mouth of the river, rendering it very hazardous for vessels to effect an entry at night, and which makes it utterly useless, even as a harbor, in rough weather.

	Status as of December 31, 1844
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Port Clinton Lighthouse
	11
	169
	


Report - Hand Written - John McReynolds July 18, 1845

Port Clinton Light - May 23 - all in good condition excepting slight repairs necessary to the lamps which I had done, this light is kept by an old sailor who is, as old sailors generally are, knowing as they do the importance of fidelity in discharge of lighthouse duties, faithful to his trust.  There are 6 lamps in use.

Report - Hand Written - John McReynolds November 20, 1845

The old man keeps a good light, lamps and reflectors are in good order and no repairs required, it is but trifling importance, not sufficient in my estimation to justify the expense attending it.

1846
Six new oil lamps were installed.

	Status as of December 31, 1848
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Port Clinton Lighthouse
	5
	125
	


30th Congress, 2nd, Doc. 2 - 1849

pp. 67

Lists of lighthouses, &c. As of Oct. 1, 1848

Port Clinton

Lights, 1


Keepers, 1


Salary, $350.00

Lamps,  6

	Status as of December 31, 1849
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Port Clinton Lighthouse
	6
	149
	


31st Congress, 2nd, Doc. 14 - 1850

pp. 87
June 24, the tower of this light wants pointing and whitewashing.  The dwelling wants new cellar doors and window frames, the old ones being completely rotten.  This will require an appropriation of $40.  Balance in good order, and conduct of keeper good.

Remarks - The lighthouse property at this place is devoid of a well, and the keeper has to depend on his neighbors for water.  He says that in dry seasons he is considerably troubled for water, often having to go some distance for it.  I examined the wells in the neighborhood, and found them to be from 20 to 25 feet deep; and to this depth one might be dug and completed on the lighthouse lot for $50.  If you think it fit to have one here, you will be pleased to give the necessary order.

Oil delivered


Winter - 
 81 gal.

Spring -
 81 gal.

Total -          162 gal.

	Status as of December 31, 1851
	
	
	

	Location
	Number of lamps in use
	Gallons of Oil Consumed
	Remarks

	Port Clinton Lighthouse
	6
	164
	


ARLB 1854

pp. 347

The light at Port Clinton, Ohio is deemed likewise to be of slight importance, since no vessel would hazard and entrance to Portage River during the night.

ARLB 1855

pp. 393
The light at Port Clinton is deemed useless, the harbor cannot be entered at night by the aid of the light, nor is it necessary as a lake coast light.

1855
A new lens was put into place.  This sixth-order lens was of the Fresnel design, requiring only one oil lamp for illumination.  The center of this new lens was reported to be 45 feet from the base of the tower; 48 feet above the level of Lake Erie

ARLB 1859

pp. 291

Congress at its last session having empowered the department, upon the recommendation of the Lighthouse Board, “to discontinue from time to time such lights as may become useless by reason of mutations of commerce and changes of channels of harbors, and other causes”.  The following lights have been dispensed with viz: Port Clinton, Ohio

ARLB 1863

pp. 165

The removal of this light, which has also been discontinued, was one of the questions which the committee was requested to investigate.  The committee requested Colonel Graham to send one of his assistants to examine into this question, and to report the result to the chairman.  He has not yet been heard from.

Port Clinton is an obscure town, off from the fixed line of travel.  To have gone to it would have occupied more of the committee’s time than it was thought to be worth.

ARLB 1864

pp. 170

The light at Port Clinton, which was discontinued in 1859, having been represented to be necessary to the commerce of the lakes, the question was investigated, and the result was such as to warrant the board in recommending to the honorable Secretary of the Treasury the re-establishment of the light.  The necessary authority having been given by the department, the light was re-exhibited August 1, 1864.

ARLB 1867


Repairs
ARLB 1868

pp. 373

Repairs are required to the tower, which leaks.  A well or cistern, slight repairs to the plastering of the keeper’s dwelling, thorough repair of fences.

ARLB 1886

pp. 72

This light was discontinued in 1870, and a custodian was placed in charge.  The dwelling is kept in repair by the occupant, without expense to the department.  The tower was dismantled in 1870, and is unserviceable.  Certain harbor improvements of late have been made by extending the piers, and a petition was presented to the Board for the re-establishment of this light.

ARLB 1887

pp. 86

The light at this station was discontinued in 1870, and a custodian placed in charge of the premises at a nominal salary.

ARLB 1890

pp. 150

 (Discontinued)  A custodian is in charge of the premises.  The dwelling is in a dilapidated condition and not worth repairing.  The custodian is to keep the premises in repair without expense to the United States.

ARLB 1891

pp. 140

(Discontinued)  A custodian is in charge of the premises, who keeps the dwelling in repair without expense to the United States.

ARLB 1892

pp. 38

Estimates for special appropriations

Port Clinton Lightstation re-establishing

$1,500.00

pp. 159

There is here a small local commerce.  Among its vessels are eight or ten fishing tugs, which constantly run in and out of the harbor.  There is now no light to guide them in, the former light having been discontinued.  The old lighthouse, which is still standing on the pier, could be put in repair and fitted up.  It is estimated, for $1,500, and it is recommended that an appropriation of this amount be made therefor.

ALRB 1893

The re-establishment of a light, at cost not to exceed $1,500, was authorized by the act approved February 15, 1893, but no appropriation therefor has yet been made.  The board recommends that the amount named be appropriated.

ARLB 1894

pp. 160

The following statement made in the Board’s last annual report is repeated:

The re-establishment of a light, at cost not to exceed $1,500, was authorized by the act approved February 15, 1893, but no appropriation therefor has yet been made.  The board recommends that the amount named be appropriated.

ARLB 1896

pp. 133

This light, which was discontinued some 26 years, has been reestablished.  A pyramidal beacon, square in plan, surmounted by an octagonal lantern, surrounded by a balcony with hand rail, was erected upon piles over the west pier and near its outer end.  The illuminating apparatus consists of a 180-degree lens lantern, with ruby chimney to give the red light.

ARLB 1901

pp. 168

Plans were made for rebuilding the keeper’s dwelling, and the work was begun under contract.  The lighthouse reservation was re-surveyed and four stone monuments provided for marking its boundaries. 

1901
Slightly larger than the original dwelling, the 20’ x 44’ house was of frame construction with a shingle roof.  Cement sidewalks bordered the north and east sides of the house as did a row of small maple trees.  Several fruit trees were planted on the rear of the property.

To service the lighthouse from the east side of the river, a light keeper’s boat house was constructed behind the water works pumping station in 1902.  This was an 18’ x 12’ wood-frame building set onto pilings along the breakwater.

ARLB 1905

pp. 130

An iron oil-house was erected.  Minor repairs were made.

Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1914
pp. 98

Port Clinton - Intensity Increased - October 9, 1914, the candlepower of Port Clinton Light was doubled to 100 candlepower and arc of visibility increased, making the light visible from all points of approach by water.

Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1925
pp. 79

Port Clinton, Ohio - This light is to be improved in 1926, by the installation of electricity in place of oil.

Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1926
pp. 183

Port Clinton Light, Ohio - Changed from oil to electric, candlepower increased from 100 to 900, and light made automatic.

Annual Report Lake Carriers’ Association 1948
pp. 142

The characteristic of Port Clinton Light (LL431) was changed from fixed red to occulting red to better identify it from lights in the background.
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