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ad F ALL the lighthouses on the
§i, Pacific Coast, the one on Santa
o Cruz Point is perhaps the best
la known to the peopte of California.
ok The veason for this is, of course,
he | que to the fact that thousands visit the
1p ' many summer resorts near by and look
’s

upon a trip to the lighthouse as a part of
their vacation. On ‘‘visitor’s days” during

S ' (he season, there is a steady stream of
5s | people passing in and out of the tower

{.from morning to night. .
F | The location of the lighthouse is in.one
le ! of the most beautiful spots on the coast,
~ ! ané withti only afew minutes’ walk of the
a 1cem.er of Santa Cruz. It is not far from

the beautiful Vue de I’Eau Pavilion and
! right on the ocean drive. For many years
the surroundings were of the most barren
description, but some cypress trees were
planted some time ago that have atlained
a good growth and greatly add to the ap-
! pearance of the place.
The lighthouse building 6n Santa Cruz
> ' Point can by' no means be considered
™ heautiful. In fact, it is extremely ugly.

| It is only a square box with a peaked roof
® | anA a tower, that looks very much out of
° proportion, at one end. The tower is the
only thing about it that saves it from
having the appearance of & down-east
meeting-house. ’

Strictly speaking the Santa Cruz light is
not intended for navigation, but is only
made use of by vessels entering or leaving
the harbor. In fact under ordinary cir-
camstances it cannot be seen more than
six miles, although on clear nights it can
ve seen eight. Old marinerssay they have
to take a telescope to find 1t. But for all
vhat the light is of the most importance
and must be lighted as regularly as those
+i of the first order. -

The Banta Cruz light is of the fifth order
and in general construction the lamp is
exactly like most of the others along the
coast, but when burning it gives a steady
~ed light. This is necessarv on account of
the numerous white lights in ‘windows
along the shore that might be confusing to
navigators, The lenses were made by
Sautter & Co.
said td be exceptionally fine. The lamp is
very small, but capable on these summer
nights of burning from sunset to suntise
lwithout attention, The red light is prc
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Miss M. Hicox, Keeper of the Santa
’ Cruz Lighthouse.
[Sketched from life by a “Call” artist.)

duced by using a colored lamp chimney.
The lamp is made of brass, has a circular
wick and burns mineral oil. The focal
plane of the light is about sixty feet above
tide level. . .

The history ot the Santa Cruz light be-
gins in 1870, in which year the'bnilding
was erected and the station established.
At that time it was out on the end of the
point, but was moved 500 feet inland to its
present position in 1885, This was deemed
advisable, as dfring stermy weather the
building was shaken badly. The building
was moved on rollers and the lamp lighted
each night the same as if it were in its
usual place. \

During ths quarter of a century thelight
has been in existence tliere has been but
one shipwreck on ithe rocks near by, That
was on October 26, 1877, at 4 o’clock in the
morning. The weather was exceptionally
stormy and the waves rolled almost to the
top of the cliff. The roar of the surf was
deafening so that' the keeper, who was on
watch in the tower hardly a hundred
yards away, did not hear the cries of the
men on the stranded vessel. He did not
know anything about the disaster until
daylight came.. It proved to be the
schooner Active, loaded with pig iron that
had been driven ashoreby the force of the
storm. The crew had managed to hang
onto the rigging for several hours, but
nobody was drowned. The captain was
slightly injured. The. wreck lay on the
beach a long time and numerous efforts
were made to float it, but in the end it
proved a total loss.

When the Santa Cruz light was first es-
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tablished it was put in charge of A. E.
Hicox, who held the post until his death
in 1883. His daughter then putin an ap-
vlication for the place. It was a‘t once
given to her and she has held itever since.
Miss Hicox is given no assistant, but does
all the work about the place herself. She
is thoroughly familiar with her duties,
hving lived in the lighthouse for twenty-

six years, and keeps everything in the best |.
The |’ -

of order. Her motherlives with her,

lighthouse seems more like a country home

than a Government station. 4
During the years she has lived at the

lighthouse Miss Hicox has formed a col- SO
lection of shells and other curios of the| . -

coast that is most interesting, There are
hundreds of specimens ali properly la-|
beled and <atalogued that fill one large
room on the first floor of the building.
On visiting days Miss Hicox leaves this
room open to the public. i

For the last ten years the Guovernment
has been contemplating the erection of a |
large station at Santa Cruz, and also put.
tingin a fogbell. But as the traffic to that
port has been on the decline instead of the
mncrease it has been put off from time to
time so that there is no telling when the
work will be done.

A PICTURESQUE RUIN.

- .
ALL THAT Is LEFT OF ALEXANDER

GorDON’S GRAIN CHUTE,
One of thie first enterprises of any magni.
tude, outside of mining, ever undertaken

in California was the construction of Alex-
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| & Picturesque Ruin on the San Mateo Coast—All Tha! Is Left of Alexé




" There is an interesting story told in Santa Cruz about Adna A.
Hecox, an itinerant preacher from New England. He arrived in

1 7/town, entered local politics, served on the city council, cut wood
for wages, bought an interest in the Santa Cruz Sentinel, and
wrote a religious column for it. Hecox also went into real estate
and later became town treasurer. His political influence enabled
him to land the job of keeper when the tower was established. And
in undertaking that job he established a “dynasty.” Members of his
family were connected with the ‘Light for a half-century. Upon
Adna Hecox’ death in 1883, his daughter Laura succeeded to il-lj
job and retained it for thirty-three years.



SANTA CRUZ LIGHT

Santa Cruz Light Station was established on January 1, 1870 as a major aid
to navigation., The light was described in the 1940 Libght List as a gpoup
flashing white 3 flashes every 15 seconds. Its position was on the point,
west side of entrance to Santa Crug Harbor, geographical position

36-57.1N 122-01.6W, its candlepower 25,000, the light itself was on a
white square tower on a dwelling.

In 1941 the Light was dis-established due to changed maritime traffic.
The new traffic lanes did not need a major aid at Santa Cruz., In 1941
a minor light was established and is described in the 1966 Light List

as a light in a white frame tower 39 feet above the ground and 55 feet
above sea level, which flashes white every 7.5 seconds, the position

the same as first established. The liminous range is 16 miles with
50,000 candelas intensity.
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FEW WOMEN rose to prominence as naturalists

in the nineteenth century and, unfortunately,
even fewer from that era remain well known today.
One of the lesser known California naturalists of
that time, but one who deserves our recognition,
was Laura Hecox. Miss Hecox was primarily a
collector. Her sea shells, Indian artifacts, bird
eggs, fossils, minerals, and other specimens and
curios were at one time displayed in the lighthouse
at Santa Cruz, California, where she was keeper
for thirty-four years. She eventually gave her pri-
vate museum to the people of that community,
thereby establishing a small public museum there
in 1905.

Laura’s parents, Adna and Margaret Hecox,
came to California in 1846, the same year the
Donner party met tragedy on the snow-covered
Sierra. The Hecox family left Illinois in March of
that year, struggling overland with the Aram-Imus
party. On October first, as the party descended
from the Sierra, they spotted for the first time the
vast Sacramento Valley stretched out below. Adna
Hecox, a Methodist minister, is credited by many
historians as having preached the first Protestant
sermon in California—at Santa Clara in December
of 1846. In the spring of 1847, the Hecox family,
ill from spending the winter in the damp, cramped
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CALIFORNIA’S LIGHTHOUSEKEEPER NATURALIST
Frank Perry

quarters at Mission Santa Clara, came to Santa
Cruz where they soon made their permanent home.
Four of the Hecox children crossed the plains with
their parents. Laura, however, who was the ninth
of ten children, was born in Santa Cruz January
29th, 1854.

From childhood Laura was keenly interested
in nature, particularly marine life, and spent count-
less hours exploring the deep green tidepools and
intermittent sandy beaches along the northern rim
of Monterey Bay. Her parents encouraged her
greatly in her avocation. Her father, who had
worked for a time as a carpenter, skillfully con-
structed several large, upright exhibit cases for her
growing collection. Adna Hecox was heavily in-
volved in county politics in the 1850’s and 1860’s,
having been elected County Treasurer, Public Ad-
ministrator, and several times Justice of the Peace.
His political ties are no doubt what led to his
appointment as lighthouse keeper in 1869. By De-
cember of that year the lighthouse was nearly com-
pleted. Around this time Mr. Hecox moved into
the six-room structure with his wife and younger
children. This was marvelous for Laura for now
she lived only a few feet from the wave-swept
shoreline and its never-ending natural bounty.

In the coming decade Laura became a more

|
|
|

Above, Santa Cruz Lighthouse, where Laura Hecox worked and maintained her collections, in the early 1880s ‘
(Santa Cruz County Museum). Right, the ocean cliffs in the region watched over by the lighthouse (SCCM).
Right above, Laura Hecox exploring the rocky beach below the lighthouse, September 1888 (SCCM).
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serious collector and began chronologically record-
ing and numbering specimens and artifacts re-
ceived through gifts and exchanges. She received
many gifts from friends and relatives throughout
California and Nevada. Even articles donated by
her father, brothers, and sisters were diligently re-
corded in her notebook. Her collection included
not only natural history specimens but also arti-

facts of historical or potential historical interest.-

Entry number thirty-six, for example, reads, “A
skylight out of the deck of the Schooner ‘Active’
that came ashore at Light House Point at 4 o’clock
Thursday morning, Oct. 26th 1876. Presented by
Capt. Peterson of San Francisco, Cal.” The Active,
through no fault of the lighthouse keeper, grounded
itself on the beach immediately below the light-
house. Mr. Hecox and his family aided the crew
up the steep cliffs early that morning. Other en-
tries in her catalog are somewhat more unusual.
For number sixty Laura states only that, “This was
taken from a cow’s stomach by a man in Hum-
boldt County, Nevada. Presented by Mrs. S. E.
Stamply of Carson City, Nevada.”

By 1879 Laura, now twenty-five, had become
quite a student of conchology, according to ac-
counts at the time, and had corresponded with at
least one professional in the field, Professor A. G.
Wetherby at the University of Cincinnati. On sev-
eral occasions she sent Professor Wetherby nu-
merous specimens of the land slug Ariolimax that
she had found around Santa Cruz. Wetherby even-
tually named a new variety of slug after her.
Though not the most glamorous tribute to the bud-
ding young naturalist, it was a tribute just the same.

In 1883 Adna Hecox died and daughter
Laura was appointed keeper of the light. Several
women served as lighthouse keepers at various
times in California. Just twenty miles away at
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Point Pinos, on the opposite side of Monterey Bay,
Mrs. Charles Layton was appointed head keeper
in 1856 following the death of the previous keeper
—her husband. The foremost duty of every light-
house keeper was, of course, to keep the light burn-
ing through the nights and through the times of
heavy coastal fog. The Santa Cruz light ran on
high quality lard oil which was filtered from a half
gallon reservoir located up near the wick so that
the heat would keep the oil fluid in cool weather.
The fourth order Fresnel lens, which measured
about one and one half feet in diameter, consisted
of eighteen levels of polished flint glass prisms
which focused the light to a plane sixty-seven feet
above mean sea level. The government must have
been pleased with Laura’s performance as keeper,
since she remained at the post until retirement in
1917.

Phil Francis, in his 1896 booklet Beautiful
Santa Cruz County, gave the following account of
the lighthouse and its keeper:

Within the city limits and on the first
stage of the magnificent Cliff Dr. is the United
States Lighthouse. The house is kept by Miss
Laura Hecox, a most estimable and entertain-
ing lady. She succeeded her father as keeper,
and no lighthouse on any coast is kept more
faithfully and well than that which sends its
flashes across the waters of the Bay of Mon-
terey. The lighthouse is open to the inspection
of the public three days in the week, and Miss
Hecox not only exhibits to visitors the curious
and costly mechanism of the great lamp, but
takes pleasure in showing her own fine and
interesting collection of marine curiosities. . . .

Laura eventually devoted one entire room to
her private museum, the rest of the lighthouse
being occupied by her and her elderly mother.
Also exhibited were sculptures by her nephew,

P

Below, Laura Hecox and her mother on the front steps of
the lighthouse, September 1888 (SCCM). At bottom, Santa Cruz lighthouse
and the beached schooner Active in 1877 (SCCM).
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Below, the
Santa Cruz
lighthouse
around the time
Laura Hecox
retired as
keeper (U.S.
Coast Guard).
Below right,
the present
Santa Cruz
Lighthouse,
constructed in
1967; only the
light-tower
resembles the
original, which
was dismantled
in 1948 (B.F.).

Douglas Tilden, who had studied in Paris and was
widely known for his fine work. Tilden, who had
been deaf since age five, taught for a time at the
California School for the Deaf in Berkeley and
frequently visited his grandmother and aunt Laura
at the lighthouse. He often brought with him stu-
dents and friends from the school, some of whom
took the photographs on these pages.

Laura’s interests were remarkably diverse.
Scrapbooks kept by her during parts of the 1870’s,
80’s and 90’s include magazine and newspaper
clippings on taxidermy, architecture, literature,
archeology, numismatics, philately, astronomy, re-
ligion, geology, botany, and California history.

Laura kept fairly well abreast of activities in
the scientific community throughout California.
With regard to ornithology, she benefited sub-
stantially from her acquaintance with Ed H. Fiske
and Richard McGregor, who for a time studied the
birds of central California. After extensive col-
lecting and observing, they authored in 1892 a
checklist of birds found within a twenty-mile radius
of the Santa Cruz Lighthouse. Ed Fiske gave his
Santa Cruz area collection of eggs, nests, and birds
to Laura, who displayed them for many years.
McGregor deposited nearly one thousand bird
study skins at the California Academy of Sciences.
Tragically, these and virtually all the other Acad-
emy collections were destroyed in the 1906 earth-
quake and fire.

Laura Hecox frequently collected fossils and
rocks along the coastline near her home and along
creekbeds in the nearby hills. Around the turn of
the century she met Ralph Arnold, who was study-
ing geology and paleontology at Stanford Univer-
sity and working for the U.S. Geological Survey.
Arnold was quite impressed by her fossil collec-
tion and, in a report on Santa Cruz Mountains
fossils published by the U.S. National Museum,
named a new species of fossil spindle snail in her
honor. He stated that her “collection of specimens
and interest in natural history has been an inspira-
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tion to all who have had the pleasure of her
acquaintance.”

In 1902 Andrew Carnegie agreed to finance
the construction of a new public library for Santa
Cruz. Among the prominent local citizens on the
library Board of Trustees at that time was Dr.
Charles L. Anderson. Dr. Anderson, though a
medical doctor by profession, spent a substantial
part of his time studying natural history. In fact,
one wonders how he had much time to take care
of patients. Dr. Anderson arrived in Santa Cruz
in 1866 and over the next forty years became the
leading authority on that area’s natural history. He
authored numerous published articles on natural
history, particularly plants, and contributed a num-
ber of botanical specimens to various museums.
As a Santa Cruz library trustee he persuaded Laura
Hecox to donate her entire collection to the city
for permanent exhibit in the soon to be completed
library.

A newspaper account at the time noted that,
“Museums in connection with libraries are begin-
ning to be quite the thing and (are) advocated at
all gatherings of librarians.” Dr. Anderson ex-
plained the relationship in more detail:

A library and a museum should go side
by side. In fact, they are necessary to each
other. They are partners—both active—one
illustrates and explains, the other serves a
good purpose as an example. Used together
intelligently, the museum becomes as fascinat-
ing as a story, and many times more useful.
Of course, it should be an educational mu-
seum, and have its foundations in an intelli-
gent classification. Miss Hecox has been many
years in arranging and accumulating her col-
lections. Now it has become valuable and
interesting, but the care of it has become bur-
densome. She has been renumerated in the
pleasure she has obtained from contemplating
it. But the children of Santa Cruz, and espe-
cially those who are seeking an education,
may also find pleasure and benefit by having
this collection placed so they may be bene-
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fited. Children are never too young to begin
study of nature’s book, and never too old to
quit.

During the summer of 1905 Laura was hard
at work removing her collections from the light-
house and arranging them in a room in the library.
On Monday, August 21, 1905, the Hecox Museum
opened. According to the Santa Cruz Sentinel
newspaper, “A large number of Santa Cruz citi-
zens and citizenesses called at the Free Library
rooms during Monday afternoon and evening to
pay their respects to Miss Hecox. . .. ” The light-
house keeper, described as a woman of quiet, un-
asuming demeanor and devout religious habits,
received most graciously the many fine compli-
ments. In a short speech, she said that she did not
feel that she was losing anything in giving the col-
lection but rather was merely taking everyone else
into partnership with her in the enjoyment of it.
Each of the many exhibit cases was devoted to a
different category. Included were dried starfish,
crustaceans, Indian baskets and mortars, Eskimo
artifacts, minerals, agates, gems, south sea island
curios, petrified woods, coral, several cases of
shells including two hundred local species, and an
unusual collection of turtle and tortoise carapaces.
Also exhibted was Ed Fiske’s collection of bird
eggs neatly arranged in their nests.

In January of 1908, Laura’s mother, now
ninety-two, passed away, leaving her daughter
alone in the small, white lighthouse. The cypress
trees around it had grown considerably through
the many years as had the surrounding town, now

bustling with streetcars and tourists. She continued N KA i Sata Cuz cn Museum

quietly tending the light and grounds for which e Lo Sk : e G 7 O

she was paid, in 1910, a little over sixty dollars per i ; .

. . . Clrare rite

month. She retired in 1917 and died two years ‘ A

later. Sadly, except for parts of her collection ¥ k 7558 i 3 A ©

winnowed by the years, and a few faded scrap- REB N A | Unionvitle , Nevada

books an‘d photographs, ll‘ftle remains to remind s gy Hecnx

us of this nature lover, lighthouse keeper, and

indefatigable collector. %
Left, present
Santa Cruz
Museum
building as it

appeared in the
1920s, as the
Seabright
branch library.
The collections
instituted by
Laura Hecox are
now housed in
this building
(SCCM). Top,
present Santa
Cruz Museum
fossil exhibit
(B.F.). Above,
one of Laura
Hecox's mineral
specimens (B.F.).
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Chitons.
NOTES OF sHELL GATHERING AT gaNTy
CRUZ, CAL.

I will begin with the multivalve
shells. They are composed of eight
pieces, or scparate valves, placed in 5
longitudinal series, being joined to
each other by inserted lamina, and
nanied Articulata, by De Blainvitle, on
that account. The genus Chiton ig
the unly exampie of multivalves that
is & true mollusca.  The animaly yre
somewhat like a limpet in shape, and
like them cling to the rock by a broad,
flatfoot. Take and separate the valves
of some of the species, and they look
very much like a butterfiy. We have
here, according to Dr. J. G. Cooper,
sixteen specics, but 1 have only tenin

my cabinet.

Lryptochlton Slcllen, Midd, is the
largest. Tuis sometimes a foot long
when it is alive, but as it dries it shrinks

up shorter, Its white valves are con.
cealed beneath the reddish brown
mantle, which covers the whole back
of the animal. C. Stelleri is the only
species that the mantle covers the
whole back. It lives on the rocks in
deep water.

Tonicia Lineata, Wood. is a small
species about an inch in length. 1Itis
the most beautiful one we have here,
fts polished valves are beautifully
striped and painted. The color is
orange, with marking of white and
reddish brown. Within, the valves are
white, shaded with orange. They can
sonuetimes be found at very low tide,
but.not.often, but.single valves are of-
ten washed ashore.
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Mopalia muscosa, G/d. is common
all along the west coast of the United
States. It is found quite plentiful
here. A person would walk over them
time after time, and would never think
to look for them where they live.
They live in little depressions in the
rocks and the  sea-anemones cover
them over so they cannot be seen.
Qutside &s color is dark, and it is some-
times covered with seaweed, but within
the valves are a beautiful light green.
Length, two inches.

Mopalia Kennerleyi var. Swannii,
Cpr. lives under the rocks.  They can
only be found at very low tide by turn.
ing over therocks. The valves of this
species are different colored. In some
of the specimens two or three of the
valves are red, and the rest are brown,
and in some they are yellow and brown.
Within, they are a very hight green,
shaded with pink. Length about an
inch.

Ischnochiton Magdalensis Hds. is
not commmon here, but may be found
by turning aver stones at low tide. It
is long and lean. The valvesare light.
colored, spoued without and white
within, and its grayish mantle is set
with little scales, [Its length is from
one to three inches.

Katherina “Tunicata, Séy. 13 not
common here; it is more plentiful far.
ther north, on the Oregon coast and
about Sitka.  1ts torm is long and oval.
The manthe is black and heavy, nearly
covering the white valves Length,
two to three inches.

Laugra }. F. Hicox.

Pt

Top left, Laura Hecox used this small leatherbound book to
catalog her collection. Top right, an entry from her catalog,
detailing a gourd from Panama, the first tannery in Santa Cruz,
a nautilus-shell breastpin from New Caledonia, and an Alcade
cane from Mexico. Above left, article by Laura Hecox, on
chitons, in the Santa Cruz newspaper. Right, cabinet containing
Laura Hecox'’s collection of shells at the lighthouse (SCCM).
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W
walls, and swmounted by a woodeu tower for the lantern and lens.

T crZ
/587

Santa Cruz.—This structure will be a duplicate of that at Ediz Hoolk,

.T. [Itconsists of a wooden dwelling on a brick foundation and cellar

With the exception of thelantern and lens the building is complete. [t
was built by contract, for the sum of £4,350 in coin, the lantern and illu-
minating apparatus not being included in the contract, but furnished

by the Board.

/1870

361. Santa Cruz, California, entrance to Sunta Cruz Harbor.—This
light-station was established during the last year.

dition.

/877

174, Nanta Cruz. sea-coast of California.—The station is in good con-
In consequence of the undermining ot the land by the sea, the

dwelling and tower have been moved several hundred feet further in-
Tand. and they now oceupy a secure POsItion.

—————

/880
484, Santa Cruz. entrance of Santa Cruz Harbor, sea-coast of Califor-
nia.—The tower, from where it rises through the roof of the dwelling to
the Jantern-deck, was covered with zine, and then painted white, to pre-
vent the rain-water from heing driven throngh it during heavy storms.

/1 885

577, Santa Cruz. on Point Santa Cruz. at entrance to Santa Crus
Huarbor, Californic.—The rescrvation wus inclosed by a new picket fence
1,200 feet long, which was painted, and varions repairs were made wo
the buildings and machinery of the station.

/ 70/

19. Santa Cruz, entrance to Santa Cruz Iurbor, Californic.—A
fence 246 feet long was built from the east side of the front gate to the
corner of the barn.  Erosion of the ocean frontage is continually taking
place. One of the stone monuments marking a corner of the reserva-
tion had to be moved hack several feet on account of the washing away
of the ground in which it originally stood., Minor repairs were made.

e

ﬂ) vt y. —~ N N v . . e
2L Sunta Cruzy entrance to Sunta Cruz Harbor, Californic.—The

(l'\\:vllmg, an ()ld.-tushmnc‘d stuccoed  structure, surmounted by the
Irng_vht-’t-;)wur. rlcvmvcd considerable repairs, so that it was made com
ortable for the keeper. S 16 fenci < built, i i

eeper. Sope 1,160 feet of fencing was built, inclos-

ing the licht-house lot.
/907

2. S ' . 7
A ('j x?‘(znta Uruz, northern entrance to Monterey Bay, Californiq.—
concrete oilhouse was built.  Various repairs were made. .

/70@

Santa Cruz light-station, California.—This station should be
equipped with a modern lens and a fog-signal. It is estimated that -
this work can be done and two dwellings provided for the additional !
keepers required at a cost of $29,000, and the Board recommends that ;
an appropriation be made therefor. !



JANAR Cruz

Santa Cruz light-station, California.—This station should be
equipped with a modern lens and a fog-signal. It is estimated that
this work can be done and two dwellings provided for the additionsl
keepers required at a cost of $29,000, and the Board recommends that
an appropriation be made therefor. ©OQ
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63p ConareEss, | SENATE, Rerort
2d Session. No. 182.

IMPROVEMENTS AT TIIE SANTA CRUZ LIGHT STATION.

JANuAry 26, 1914.—Ordered to be printed.

Mr. PerE1ns, from the Committee on Commerce, submitted the
following

REPORT.

[To accompany 8. 701.]

The Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S.
791) to provide for improvements at the Santa Cruz Light Station,
Cal., having considered the same, report it with an amendment,
and as amended recommend its passage.

The bill thus amended has the approval of the Department of
Commerce, as will appear by the annexed report, the amendment
referred to therein having boen incorporated in the bill as reported.

The amendment s as follows:

In line 5 strike out ‘“$35,000” and insert ‘‘$32,000.”

DepaRTMENT OF COMMERCE,
Washington, January 12, 1914.

My Dear SenaTor: Receipt is acknowledged of letter, dated December 30, 1913,
from the Committee on Commerce, inclosing, with request for suggestions thereon by
this department, a copy of Senate bill 791, Sixty-third Con%ress, first session, “To
provide for improvements at the Santa Cruz Light Station, California.”

This station was established in 1869, and the buildings are mostly of frame con-
struction, The act approved June 17, 1910, authorizing additional aids to navigation
in the Lighthouse Service, etc. (36 Stat., L., 537) authorized a flashing light, fo
signal and keepers’ quarters at Santa Cruz Light Station, Cal., at a cost not to excee
$29,000, but no appropriation therefor has yet been made. An improvement has
been made in changing the light from fixed to occulting and an increase of intensitg.
The fog signal, as weﬁ' ag other im?rovements, is necessary, as well ag a new light
tower to render the aids efficient. In the Book of Estimates for 1914, group 3, item
No. 88, page 548, estimates for the Lighthouse Service, there is an item for these im-
provements, at an estimated cost of $32,000, this item being included amqng works
considered essential for the needs of navigation and the equipment of the Lighthouse
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Service, and which it was recommended be undertaken as resources permit. The
proposed work under the estimate is as follows:

Detailed estimate.

Light tower............. e et tessetetaetetesatatateecnraoeeaanasacannna $4, 500
Fog-signal building and apparatus...c.c.ceieeneieiiiiiiiiieaienriinnennn.. 9, 000
New quarters for 2 Keepers.....coveeeieeaieeerieiiiineieieeeesecacanennes 11, 500
Improvements to existing buildings, grounds, fences, etc........ccceuee.... .. 5,000
L0700 117011225 110 LT 2,000

T OO 32, 000

The increase in the estimate from $29,000 to $32,000 is considered necessary to ac-
%omplish the work required. This increase to $32,000 has not yet been authorized by

ongress,

An appropriation for this project was not requested for the fiscal year 1915 on account
of the more urgent needs at other localities. “The work, however, is deemed worthy,
and if Congress, considering the needs in other localities, should approEriate necessary
funds for this item, in addition to those contained in the Book of Estimates, 1915,
pages 464-471, inclusive (estimates for the Lighthouse Service), this department
could expend the money advantageously in the interests of navigation.

In view of the foregoing statement, it is suggested that line 5 of the bill be changed
by making the figures ‘35" read 32,”’ and as thus modified it is recommended that
the bill be passed.

Very truly, yours,
WiLriam C. REDFIELD, Secretary.
The CHAIRMAN CoMMITTEE ON COMMERCE,
United States Senate, Washington, D, C.
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