OCEAN UNDERMINIG
BILLINGSGATE LIGHT

Storms Dashinig Surf on Shores
Have Washed Much of
" Island Away.

HEAVY JETTIES REQUIRE

Life Savers Along Cape c'od Have
Had Unuaualy Hard
Winter.

WELLFLEET, Mass, Jan. 9. —The
heavy northenstors’ that wweep ncross
Cape Cod Buy, rolling up weas mountains
high and dnshing on the shores of the
Island of Dilingegnte, have gradually
washed the Island away untll at the proes-
ent time only twelve acron of ahifting
mand dunes mark the spot of n hundrod-
acre Island of a few yours ngo. Tho
RBillingsgate Lighthouna In helng under-
minod by the seas, ;

Bllllngegato Island Is situated on the
wost wide of the cape, about half-way
between Orleans and Provincetown, four
and ono-half miles from the mouth of
Wellfleot hurbor. On tho Inland is » stone
Nghthouse that Ia known to the seafarlng
men an the Blllingagate Nght, nnd 1t Is
the only lighthouse between Barnstable
and Provincetown.

Capt. G. W. Balloy, koopar of the lght-
house that stdnds on the shifting wanda
of the bay, comox from one of the oldesat
light-keeping families on the cape, Capt.
Balley's grandfather was the first llee‘\‘er
of the Iastern Point light, whera his
father Is keeper nt the present time. In
speaking nhout the danger of his light-
m‘-.o belng wushed away, Capt. Balley

""The_lsland fa holng washed away ve
fast. The last storm wo had A

1 don't know how far the foundntion goes
down fn tho sand, but T will tell you that

would not eare to he In the light Iy n
storm lke the ono the Portland went
Adown in, na 1 think that the light would

Ko down, too.

“1 t down ns keepor of the light
In 1002, and at that time the shore line
was 300 yards below the steps that ware

rat yen we
omall houss near the light, where 1 keep
wi and other mmall truck, and on
night last wintor 1 had to go out a
pince an anchor on one end and make the
other fast to the lchthouse, s It was
being washod down the harhor, and It was
not blowing ror‘y hard elther.”
b\l‘l‘d’ muo‘ th nl“-lﬂl’: Om-or:lm:ﬁn!l ‘:‘ﬂzl
some heavy jo nroun e )
;o that it will be safe and mecure for the
t as well an the keeper,
ot for a number of years have the pa-
n of tho life-savine stntfons nlong
the outor slde of Cnpe Cod hnd sueh n
hard timo to cover thelr bentm nm thin
winter. In years gone by this time In the
winter they have had frozen benches o

renxe,

Capt. Tohbin of the Cahoon Hollow st~
flon mald that In the last aix months tho
heach line near hix station had heen
washed away over Mty feet and whero
fhe men used to walk In covering thelr
heris there Is over four feot of water at

half tide.
“IWEY Mr. Tobbin snid, *#¢ I should
wessel ashore It would be !mrm-
#ible for me 1o work any of the xear from
the heach. T should have to do all my
wark from the snnd hills and, of course,
ihat would hinndieap ux to n large extont,
Jt olen wonld bo Imposeible to launch the
urf hont from nny part of the heach ex-
ront *ight In front of the station, nnd
fhnt wonld be the same na the.prest if [
Al net have“them Adlg It out after evory
ktovm, as the sand shifts e~ that the
l‘v;-l'n,\' fills up whenover it blows to any
ertont,

“Fven the clay pound. the ruggedest
1int on the back af the cane, lins washed
rway wn thot I Is impossible for of
the vatralmen to walk around the polnt,
Tle hing to elimb the sand dunes and tnke
;n the top of the rldge to continue hin
ent,"




