—Days.Of Fconomy Having Effect

On Many Old Maine Coast Lights

. guished Soon And Replaced By Modern
. Light And Bell Buoy In New Location

: !Tenar'xt’s Harbor Light Due To Be Extin--

Tenant’s

bor’ Light Station

i

Temantl Hartor Light Station 1s to
.be discontinued ‘and} a more modern
equipment establishgyl in its place as
soon /s the .Governnient has procured
a new invention that will answer the
purpose df the presnt station in a
more ecouomical waf.

Rumors” concerning ‘the discontinu-
ance have been hedrd frequently in
that part of the State and especially
st Tenant's Harbor, where Elmer E.
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Allen, one of the prominent citlzens
of the town in a message to his neigh-

marriners for a long term of -years,

and that this is not the time to make

a change, .
It is planned to install a combina-

'
{

tion licht and bel' bucv in a good lo-
cation, 20 that s «aptain shaping his
c™uca  through Muscle Ridges for
Tenant's Harbor, or even coming from |}
around Mosquito Island would catch|
the Jight more distinct, and hear the .
bell signal much clearer than at the:
prescnt locatlon of the lighthouse on
‘the eastern end of Sutton’s Island.

‘The combination light and bell buoy
have been great aids to the light-
house service. The bells weigh about
1,000 pounds and can be distinctly
heard many miles, while the light &t-
‘tathment can be easily seen at a
distance of 10 to 11 miles.

‘- The reason for the curtaflment of
imany of tae smalier licits along the
coast is due to the economic pian ol
the Prcsident in curtailing Govern-
mental expenditures. The plans have
*been thoroughly gone’ over by the
commission and where the combina-
. tion light and bell buoys can replace
- lighthouses, this will be done.

The light at Tenant's Harbor dur-
ing Lhe early part of the 18th century
has been very important as large

. fleets ol vessecls passed in and out of
i the harbor. Canning factorics. stone
i quarries and ship building railways
' gave the town a considerable business,
but. in the past few vears, this activi-
ty has seadily decreased with the re-
. sult that the coasting trade has prac-
. tically come to an end. Transporta-
. tion by water, like that of the old
. time horse and team and even the
i later railroad. has been cut into deep-
, Iy by the modern motor truck.-
{ During the days of the World War,
! business increased noticeable in the
i shipbullding business and many found
;emplo,vmcm, but with the signing.nf
i the armistice, business again repidly
: declined and the once little flourish-
i ing seaport, became quiet: agaln,
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lowers of the sea, it is & sorrow{nul
occasion seeing these famillar old
Iandmarks passing from existence,
their lights cxtinguished, nothing left
but memories. :

Leonard Dudley, keeper of the Ten-
ant’s Harbor station has made many
friends during his service, all of whom
will regret his being transferred to a
new station. -.

The licht on Sutlom's Isiand has!
- 3 tower 64 feet above high water mark
Pand is a fixed lisht with a three sec-

ond flash every 80 seconds. In thick
weather. & bell zerves 8s a signal with
one stroke., then silent 30 seconds.
then two strokes, then silent 30 sec-
onds :

The statfon was ordered built at
the most critical time preceding the
Civil War by James Buchanan, 15th
President of the United States, often
referred to as the “bachelor presi-
dent.” President Buchanan took con=
siderable interest in the coast of

Maine and through him the following.

lichthouses were established or re-
blgllt: Mount Desert Rock, rebullt;
Deer Island Thoroughfare, estao-
lished; Eagle Island. rebuilt; Matinicus

Rock, rebuilt; Brown's Head, rebuilt;.

Dice - Head, rebullt; Fort Point. re-

-} built: Pemaquid Point, rebullt; Seguin,

»built; Weed Island. rebuilt; Isles of
gt?:als, rebuilt; Goat Island, rebuilt;
Roon Island, rehuilt. .

Onr of the hest known of -the old
time coaszters which sailed .in and out
of Tenant's Harbor frequently was
the Merrill €. Hart. It was of the
echooner type. built by -George w.
Rollev, one of the largest ship owners
at Tenant’s Harbor in the old days
and who became very successful in

1 trade.
coin's;: craft was later purchased by
Emerson Glichrist, who opgrabed the
general store at Tenant’s Harhog’.
The schooner under Mr. Gilchrist's
ownership was rebuilt, but the mer-

bors, declared that the lighthouse, erred to pay for the labor
had given good faithful service to; ;::a:&cl]?‘f e‘(mm the gtore rather than

1 ctual cash, There was a f{ine
n'xl-guament. when the subject was first
approached to the men. but they
finally decided that t; was the best
way out of the affair. .
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