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~ 'WOOD ISLAND:IS HAUNTED .BY JINX,
* SAY MAINE MARINERS. OF TRAGEDIES *

* THAT HAVE MADE IT SHUNNED SPOT

Murders and Slnpwrec'ks
Brand Once Verdant

Resort of Picnickers

By ALFRED ELDEN

Right In the mouth of the Saco river
lles Wood island, Despite its proximity
fo the malnland and busy hives of
human Industry, it seeris an cerly place,
An island of mystery—of tragedy, Iis
very name is & misnomer, for indeed It
{s a'mos® bare of woods, Yes, decldedly
short on trees and Jong on rocks,

Cold, icy, slippery are those rocky
shores just now, Bnow covers its flelds,

Only the light kecper and his famlly
inhabit the island. Even tha scagulls’
apparently keep clear of
in the little 8Baco river archipelago.
Strangely enough, they wmoar over and
nround It, but seidom atight. A quarter
of a mile inshore, however, the other
islands and rocky islets arc all a-flutter
with the white of thelr wings.

The light is one of the older ones of
the Malne coast, and the 13th In the
Unlited States, I belleve, It was author-
ized In 1806, and bullt in 1808. In 1838
it was partly rcbullt, and In 1858 en-
tirely reconstructed. Up in the tower a
red eye winks once every 60 seconds
through the long night hours. Baleful-
ly or benignly, as.you will! Mariners
familiar with the i<land’s history note
the warning and keep their. vessels a
little further offshore, “Give Wood island
a safe offing,” !s one of the!r rules. I{
has claimed many a good ship lq years
agone.

SAILORS SAY JINX WAS PLACED

ON THIS SPOT .

Sallors are superstitious—-the veteran
sea dogs even more so0 perRaps than a
younger generation of seafarers. The
old-timers believe a jinx was pirced on
this baircn bit of terra firnaa in the

silent Saco’s mouth. _
within the memory of the oldest, Wood
Island was not always the bleak, in-
hospitable place that it is today. No
plort than 60 years ago it was woll cov-
ered with a dense growth of fir; a ver-
dant spot, rich in beautiful trees, frag-

rant sweet ferns and wild flowers, Its
vegetation was almost tropical in na-

ture.
What brought catastrophe—iragedy—

uilcide—murder oven, to this garden

;pc::l.'afl ¢ Grizzled fishermen shake thelr

heads omigguﬁly. m'gh:y '::2! ;&i

that some

never been dispelled! Nothing has hape-
pened lauly. y admit, but—waitl
Silly, of course! Yet 3tran:n

Ired there during the
hswo trans - s ihat
wtnu:r of 1868 brnught wltb. ita terrulc
gale, It scemed partic Tg to pour its
- wrath over Wood isiand. e waters off

the Sm’s mouth-wera lashed -to soap-

. .suds, “Glant wayes pounded l.djac';#:

shores *with-an-'incessaut yoar,
tul:n'fult. on ths island jtself was thun-
‘derclis—disconcerting—terrifying! 0Old
' Boreas charged that challenging, de-

light tower, even
‘as the maddened bull cha.rse.s t.he mata-.

dor's scarf of scarlet.
S1'1 show ‘em!" he murted And he

nlt

‘dild! With a crash he bowled over and

" through the fir forest. Like ten pins the

:. .was the beginning-
‘¥, .woodless, Wood ‘is
T g;qucnt -tempests swep

.tlmbcr crashed right and leftl Morn-
lnga llght shawe

what at?::oufgtﬁdthw
mown - 0 B
‘of the island. That
-of 'the treeless, or
d-of today. Sube-
{ into the break

.
R Suaatrous

wids: pa wn{
woods the length

the firs--and’ ther.a.u

tnll. Bnann none was left.’

this - quipost,

And how? Weill|.
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“Hobbl. In & frenxy of fear and rage, ﬁmd at thu lobskrman."

and more bitler, more tpclturn and
gloomy. For hours at a time he would
pace back and forth on the shingle of

the little beach at the west end mutter-
ing to himns2lf, - One day, just 10 years
arter he moved to Wood rﬂnnd he rowed
ashore, gtmt to Baco, engaged a reom
Sl o AR %‘f;‘d' e Gl e
0 oW an wu
"’%5‘?.2&".52}1‘3 ‘has specialized in shi
spec 8
wrecks, Thirty or more years ago thrga
8t. John wood boats, as those 1llttle
schooners carrying cord wood from the
vrovinces bo Boston were called, got
casught_in-a_ terrifig
turning l!ght from the west they pre
sented & falr mark for the wild ele-
ments to shoot at and were qulc
turned turtle—bottam up! Al three
drifted on to Wood island. Several lives
were lost. When the storm abated two
of the craft were righted and towed into
Biddeford pool e third was rent to
splinters,

Fifly-soven years ago this February
Wood islhind was the scene of a strange
mishap, One night, with a light wind
and a calm sea, & schooner came ashore

Ings | on the rocss outside where the Flelch-

er's Neck iife saving statlon has since

been erccted. The hellmmn must
either have been ‘or else mis.
calculated his offing. yway, ho'saw

the vmel was Iin no immediats dan-
?er. t go the anchor to prevent

rther muon when the tlde rose, for
lé;:i _t!I;eln low mat.er. mnt be.low and

Learning f.hntr A ﬁmﬂ. m uhm

volunteer crew from -Blddeford . rool
manned a8 big dory and rowed around.
There werse no s! of life aboard, but
when the dory bumped  alongside the |a
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vessel's llde the skl Der 1ppeared. He
nxprm le the eﬂoﬂa
in his beha

“But,” hs e:plltuad. “I niust !tll ?c'l.l'
wife is below pretly damn sick
th smallpoxI™ = .
Local- hlatnrlam recall with s chuckls [to
¢ all but one of those volunteers
L ped. 15 feet from tlju vessel's -deck
ack into thelr dory. One. Gl'.g'.
Bl.mt;on Bnkcr. nu:k.

winter gale.. Re-|mp,

K1y {taab had been ex
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stricken woman, her husband and fhe
schooner's .crew of three to Wood le-
and in the schooner's boat.

Although Albert Norwood, then llzht-
keeper, had a wife and several children
?hc' sh:llt;red ‘the ﬂmnt:;‘ uﬂﬁln :lme ?‘;

rough bulldings on the cou
bo made lvable. A stgve was set. up
in the ofd ‘farmhouse snd’ the cnptaln
‘moved in with his stricken wife.
crew went to o amall bulld nmbr
but {0 a man they turn to and
g:{ - the{r sklpper minister;, to his

A p!}glchn trom the ma!n!and ’went
off ‘with proper food and medloines,
L O A

A
the dread diseass .despits m,mIﬁ‘:’-l

Not more than 20 years aga’ the
schooner Marshall Perrin dragged an-
chor in a winter gale from undet the
lee of Stratton island, near Old Orchard |
Beach, and drifted broadside on to
Wood hnnd. Two men were drowned.
ona Was rescued.

‘Fortly years ago a Frcnchman named
Pote Perreault camped on the west end
of Wood {sland and sold liquor to the:

men from the blg flicet of Glouctster-
men that used to anchor In Wood island
harbor or Winter harbor. Brawls and
fights .were numerous, One night some-
body set fire to Perrnmlt' shack and jt
burned to the ground. As .the t
reached his stock of liquors iho bottles
burst and the seething alcaholle blue
flames created & bonfire that. was seen
30 ‘miles at-sea,” 2.

>-Probably. 2l f.heu ‘i (s Hupa Wem 3usl‘-
pemtnnce ‘om - lightkee

juklnglf put’ it.: uth tae lue ﬂuea
B e

‘an . n

Wmd l.slznd.rgzt mo.-.s ‘:} Bre care-

free young folks gom ane ‘ island

or one .!ocala sshoro i3 mu:h
llke snother,:" R Y E Bete

- Ove ntthapooi'thé o!ds' Took off
at thg ‘nm;n Azle and } mtﬁmq lI;ht
d nttar to th.emselwe 'rn.-.y

re r when wooﬁs

lenty on Wood" hhnd t"!m be-
.the - arrival of t.hm Jipg.%.Cateh
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Ttoll, " Boon' none''was-left,r A disastrous|.
'lr%”'helped'%lohe._,the‘.dqguq.atgqn,-oz';t:hé E
. Goniferaes A4 AXEC AR TG e 0 i) T
sesaboubihatbialcantury. ago ;o' Bldde= |7
e -“Pool, Jobsterman’ named:, Milliken |-
* “moved > over: to -Wood- island ‘Wwithhis |
. wite.,” It was-a"g6od point from which |
. to det his pots. He-builp a rough. house'
o ‘some land that*was then owned by
axs ¥hale of his.' In addition to being a
Jobsterman Milliken held yan :appoint-
" meft. as a specjal policeman; having|
" .served -in'that: capacity: on the”main-|
-+ lahd.. He ‘was arouxd '35: years. of age| -
~"and'.a--veritable “‘glant -:in- strength. |- .
" Eldérly residents‘of the Pool recall some
Giof -ﬁodjgious.rqatszot{ strength and
“reelte them, with gusto;to this-day.. - |'.
,+ = A&/ few months after’ the'lobsterman,
: '}m -'d:.ngved:,to.Woo;lélllsblsnd!ha~w{aﬁ..!cg;i =
Jowed by a ‘young W' of ‘possibly . !
. or- .23, : named - Hobbs.: .;;‘Upon%‘;ﬂeregg wh
pecasions fishermen.: had> llvedi-for--a |'
while on the west:end, and thers was |31
. one: falrly. good farmhouse and -out- | his
. bulldings, the ruins of .which' stand |10

o PRI, ND swe
;. ;MURDER ON'THE ISLAND ' 7
- J9eHS was not particular.in fis tastes, ::é

‘Hé-selecied .what had once been a hen-
" houge, tinkedtd it up a biband “squatted” | uo
there. This little shack’also stands at|” A
the present time. ' A dissolute chap, the | car
Young squatter apparently had no visible |«

‘means - of .support.” .He fished "or lob- | Ho
: - stared & little and carned enougii money | Inv
- 14 Keep from starving and to buy liquor, | sdr;
“ Many times he:rowed his battered dory |ab .
-+ baek from the Pool In a sadly'befuddled | T
. conyltion, . Those were days when llquor | ball

~wag'waslly obtalnable, * - v ot T

.Y Ore ‘day’ while .in quarrelsome mood | the
_.he -hmd some sort of an altercation with | den

+ Mlllken., He was carrying ‘a rifle and | ten

threaténed the burly lobsterman with it, | indi

* Milliken ordered him "to:give' it up. | tan
- Hobbs with an oath refused, Miiliken | par

went back to his home, pinned on his OF

¢ .official police badge, and returned .to :
arrest the offender in legal style. * °* R
~Doubltless realizing that i it came to | the
Iorce he would be & mere playbhing in | It «
.the'hands of'.the muscular Milliken, | of t
Hobbs in a frenzy of fear and rage fired | colc
‘at the lobsterman. Milllken, shot through»| surt
the:abdomen, fell, His wifé camo run- | mer
nlnhgefrom the house and with the help.| It
of assassin got her husband into the | mar
S Jiall halliges “b. 15 531d to Lave -
.XIobbs, 5 elligerent, is said to have | min
asked Milliken: : “Want' me to ﬂnlsﬁ Brit
you; Milllkken?”, To which the stricken [take

. man-moaned, “You've finished me al- |atta
+ ' i-AS Hobbs began to sober up the enor- | forc
mity ‘of h!.gfoli’encefoyerwhglmed him, | golc

For~ hours,  while -the lifeblood ‘of his | lost

victim slowly ebbed away, he paced up | the

and.down in‘front.of the house. But |ditl
when the agonized wife tried to go for | the
asslstance he stubbornly drove her back. )

Finally, she told him her, husbend was | rell

Then Hobbs sought out the k con
%ﬁ;‘g‘t at the other teth: elgf:n?lf :‘;:""
an was one¢George> Orcutt a; -
to: him _the murdggr'—gbnresscd gg‘g Brig
asked for advlce, ‘ Orcutt told him there | der
was only one thing to do—glve himself [is k
up to the authorities.”. Hobbs nodded in { cer
seeming acquiescence and walked slowly | T!
back to his henhousé' hovel. Almost |drag
_%x?xgegrl:iely thTefle was dthe’loud repart gm
arm, e mur ' me.
bulAleige throughlht!s own :::fnh s R
: W years later & man named Web- | were
her took up his abode in one of the‘ygde the |
dwellings on Wood island. - He kept a |orgar
 fleck of chickens, had a good garden |defea
and sold his fowl.and produce, . He
“further 'supplemented his income and ||
cut, down cx%ensgs by. lobstering and
» handlining. But he had ltved in the
et Pl 1 ttion tr
on his mind. apars. preving
. A5 the years passqd he grew more




